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ADVERTISEMENT. | 


This colleRion has already proved an almoſt inexhauſtible 


works with matter ſuited to their purpoſes; for it NE 


ſafely be aſſerted, that there is ſcarcely a news-paper, or 
magazine, in the kingdom, but what has purloined from the 
| Muſeum Ruſticum its moſt ſtriking ornaments; and ſome of 
the compilers have had the effrontery to give them to the 

public as if addreſſed to themſelves. _ „%% 


A s the inſertion of pieces, which make their firſt appear- 
ance in this work, in news-papers and magazines, may 
perhaps, in ſome meaſure, be a means of propagating uſe- 
ful knowledge, the Editors are not averſe to the practice; 
yet muſt they at the ſame time own, that they think it 
- rather unfair in the compilers, not to acknowledge whence 
they procure thoſe papers, which they certainly imagine can- 
ziot but be agreeable to their readers. To require from them _ 
this acknowledgement, is a juſtice due to the contributors _ 
do this collection, who, many of them, are greatly difpleaſed 
 - At being thought correſpondents to ſome works in which 
their letters have, without their conſent, appeared. _ 


ES. 
Fa 


3 


1 is with true pleaſure the Editors reflect, that in this, 
and the preceding Volume, many curious and uſeful pieces 
have been inſerted, which, but for ſo proper a repoſitory, 
would never have made their appearance in the world; and 
they flatter themſelves, that the learned and ingenious part 
of mankind will ſtill continue to communicate to them the 
reſult of their experience, for the benefit, as well of the pre- 
ſent age, as of poſterit xt. e 


fund to ſupply the compilers of the numerous periodical g 


With regard to the pieces from time to time ſent for 
inſertion, a ſtrict impartiality will continue to be preſerved, 
excepting that ſuch as depend on time muſt, in courſe, be 
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1 Letter 1 to the Edits, 0 on the Culture 7 Calf, dec. 


| GenTLEMEN, or . e 
Approve of your work, which is the reaſon of y 
writing to you. | | 1 5 

That your correſpondents ould be numerous, ſcems | 


: bs: he your wiſh : this letter adds one to the number; but 
| whether you will think ſuch a miſcellaneous production 
= worthya place in your collection, I am yet at a loſs to know. 
Ik; it makes its appearance, I may probably trouble you 

again; if it ſhould, on the eee be laid oa * T ſhall ” 


of courſe write no more. ” 
Let my manner of conveying my ent be kw 


as it will, you may depend upon it I ſhall never ſend you 
any accounts but what are warranted by experience. 


The improvements in the modern agriculture are many; . 


and among them, that ot-ſowing che coleſeed plant is far 


Vor. U. No: 7. 5 B 5 from 


2: MUSEUM RUSF1CUM---» 
from being of the leaſt conſequence. Tt is but within theſe 
forty years, or thereabouts, that the culture of this plant 
has been common in England; our anceſtors Knew not its 


. . value, and of courſe negieated t.. e 
8 In the neighbourhood where I now live we think cole- 
li | ſeed a great improver of our lands on ſeveral accounts; for 
ii which reaſon we put it to many different uſes: we feed 
1 bullocks, wethers, ewes, and cows with it: we plow 
14 


it into the land for manure, and often let it land for a crop 
| ”— of ſeed; which anſwers very well in general, as it yields 
I! 1 88 well, and ſells at a tolerable good peer for which farmers A 


HH. : are fond of it *. | 
i 171, 1... ee Every” farmer Jus: a different method of working 5 
— his lands ; : therefore this crop is of courſe managed many 


ways ; ok, which, before I give you any account, I muſt 
8 premiſe, that coleſced naturally loves a good, rich, ſtrong 
5 foil, rather inclined. to clay than any thing elſc; E that 5 
is a great drawer of land, and is very aid, 7 
Good wheat land is what | genetaliy ſow. my coleſced on, 
to chuſe; and of this J have plenty on a little eſtate I am 
poſſefſed of in a neighbouring pariſh; the glebe of my 
8 5 which I occupy myſelf, not being ſo convenient for 
+:-. he bott of ſowing coleſecd, though! in other Fan. or 5 
land. | ED oo. 
1 lay it down as a maxim, that my And, of the nature 
above mentioned, cannot well. be plowed too often, or 
brought into 100 fine a tiith for this plant, which, to an- 
ſwer well to the farmer, requires a great deal of nouriſh- 
ment; for the more luxuriant it is in its growth, the better 
for the owner. = | 1 
Por theſe reaſons! ſeldom cul 3 to the natural. Behne of 
the land, g generally lay ing on a quantity of manure, of ſome 
kind or other, before I plow ; and the nature of this ma- 
2 nure Is 5 always Fi regu! ated 0 4 convenience, in | conſequence = 
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| = Of this fred 18 ade as rape- oil, or which 8 an 
amazing quantity is cultivated in ſome parts of England ; ; and 
the cakes, after the oil is expreſſed, are uſes tor int o*en, 1 
and manuring land. 0. | | 
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ET COMMERCIALE. 3 


of which it often varies. In fact, I know of no manure, 
that is fit for the ſoil, but what will, in proper quantities, 
produce a great crop of coleſecd; and this knowledge, con- 
firmed by many years experience, it is s makes me leſs nice 
in the choice. | 


uſe; indifferently, rotten yard dung, lime, ſoot, and 


either coal or wood. Ahes: ſome « of ele, l ſay, I principally 
uſe for this crop. 


When I make aſe of 0 dung, I take care u b very 


rotten; or it is, I think, "on to Wiel llugs, which are 
great enemies to this crop * I lay it on before the firſt. 


plowing, which turns it in, "the ſubſequent plowiugs mix- 


ing it with the ſoil, the whole of which is, by the action of 
| the air on the ſalts of the dung, ſoon put into a flow ſtate 
of fermentation; than which nothing more conduces to 
break and reduce 2 Rubborn foil, Tuer as that 1 am gona, 
of. | £ | 7X | | 


| When 1 hs Us ve lime, by. way of manure, I fiſt 


1 3 it to be ſlaked in a large heap, with great care, that 

"the fertilizing quality may not eſcape 15 4 and after ſowing _ | 
my field, when the ſeed is harrowed in, I cauſe the lime 
0 de immediately ſpread by hand, to the quaatity of about 

fifty or ſixty buſhels on an acre. > = 


In the fame manner 1 manage ſoot, 80 1 and PEAT aſhes: 


ol ſoot 4 I uſe, however, but twenty buſhels ; ; but of coal, 
or wood aſhes, the ſame quantity as of lime. 


_ Talways plow the land in queſtion in ridges, when I fa 


| it with Wheat; but for coleſeed, 4 * it in broad lands, 


32 | e | the 


* Running alipht _ over - the land: when the pla ats are 
young, is a good Temedy againſt ſlugs. R. 


+ The beſt Way of flaking 1t for. this uſe, 15 to lay itina 


large heap, cover it with earth, and afterwards gently moiſten- 


ing it at the top, by pouring on a little water, the air, which 


18 naturally moiſt,  Upecially in the pl W 410 do Fae rett oY 
the bulinets. | A. 


We ihould imagine, if the quantity of "TR uſed on an 


acre was encreaſed, it would be better; the proportion, When 


compared to aſhes, _ too tmall ; pertape it may be owing 
to its — 8 = 
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the ſtitches being pretty high in the middle *. After the 
luaſt plowing, which I generally give the beginning of July, 
the land is harrowed two or three times, to break the clods 
and bring it to a fine tilth: the ſeed is then ſown, to the 
quantity of about three quarts on an acre, ſometimes a 
gallon, eſpecially if I have any reaſon to ſuſpect the good- 
[neſs of the ſeed, which I always try ſome weeks before, by 
ſowing a little of it in a corner of my nden, and judge 0 
= accordingly fo 


When the ſeed i is 1. I baron the feld once ; acroſs, 


Which i is ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſe of covering it; and 
for this purpoſe, though the land is ſtiff, I prefer a light 
| harrow, for fear of burying it too deep, which a heavy, N 
= long. tined harrow, or drag, is apt to do. 


When I have not a convenience of procuring a luffciency . 


of the above manures at a reaſonable rate, which is ſome- 

times the caſe, I fold my ſheep on the land after it is 
ſown, which I always hnd to be of the utmoſt benefit to 
the coleſeed crop. 1 - 


When managed i in any of the eib ws mentioned. 5 


it generally turns out a very profitable crop, furniſhing me 
Vuvith plenty of excellent feed for my ewes, cows, and 
wethers; and often in the wiater ſcaſon, Wen every other 
ſeort of feed is very ſcarce. 5 


Before I proceed, I muſt however give one caution witn 


reſpect to cows; which i is, that it is the worſt huſbandry : 
in the world to think of turning them into a field of cole= 
ſeed, as they not only make great havock and waſte, by 
treading down and breaking the ſtalks of the plants, but 
1 they are alſo apt to eat ſo greedily of the green leaf of this 
ſweet vegetable, that they will, without care, yore | and 
in a manner burſt and die. th 


” | 


* Coleſced val 8 1 hn TER ks,” R. 8 | 
+ This practice we have often commended : was it univer- 


| (ally adopted, there would be fewer eee ang larger : 
8 profits, 1 in farming. E. 


We imagine our correſpondent muſt mean, that it is in 


5 : dry weather only, that he folds his ſheep on the crop; becauſe 


9 5 1 5850 9 their 3 would be apt . to knead ſuch 
land. E. 


oo Swell, | 


BT COMMERCIALE »&$ 
My way, therefore, is always to cut off the tops of the 


= plants, a and give them to the cows, in cribs, or racks, un- 
deer ſhelter; taking care to let them have, at the ſame time, 


ſome ſweet hay near them, to qualify, in their ſtomachs, 


the cold, and perhaps, in ſome meaſure crude, though, 
nouriſhing juices of the coleſeed plant. 


When I fay I give my cows the coleſced plant under - 


2 ſhelter, it muſt not be underſtood that I confine them in a 


cow-houſe ; on the contrary, they are at full liberty to 


YT range all over the yore. and * ne let Gag into ms. 
home cloſe*. 


| I do not, in | general, chuls to feed my. cows with this 


plant when it is old and rank, as it is then apt to give the 
milk, butter, cheeſe, fc. a bad taſte: yet it has not always 
08 effect; for ſweet hay i is a great palliative. 


| Thaye, by long experience, found that nothing is better 


i e ewes, that ſuckle, than this plant, eſpecially if a little 
_ caution is uſed in feeding them with it: with care it 

gives them plenty of milk, fats off their lambs, and foog 1 
makes the mothers fit for the butcher. „ 
Alfter what has been already ſaid, it will be dive need- e 
leſs to add, that wethers fatten on it very ſpeedily : ſome, 
= indeed, have pretended to ſay, that it makes the meat of 
== them rank ; but I own, I never found but that it was at 
leaſt as good as turnep-fed mutton, which the London con- 

ſumers, in particular, ſeem very well reconciled to, and 
ſome even prefer to that which is graſs-fed ; how far cuſtom _ 
may have vitiated their palaces, I ſhall not, at leaſt at this 85 

1 time, examine. : . 
A friend of mine, who bees in e e tells PR 
= that the farmers there, at leaſt ſome of them who think 
they follow an improved practice, ſow theſe ſeeds in their 

” gardens, as they do cabbage-ſeed, in May or June; and 
= when the plants have attained a proper ſize, they employ 
women and children e to > plant them out in the field, 
allow = 


= This 5 we e no „ can enjoy a good . 
2 of heath when debarred from exerciſt. R. n 
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allowing every plant two feet ſquare to grow in v. This, 
at firſt appearance, may poſſibly be thought a very dear 
way of going to work; but, if I am rightly informed, la- 
bour being dear there, they find it cheaper than ſowing 
them broad -caſt thick, as in the ordinary way, and having 
: them afterwards ſet out, and the weeds deſtroyed by hoers. 
Some farmers, who occupy light lands, which indeed are 
far from being proper for coleſeed, are yet willing to bene- 
fit by this crop: theſe men, I ſay, particularly ſome in 
Surry, where the barley-harveſt is early, plow up the ſtub- 
ble, and harrow in coleſeed directly: this is not indeed good 
| huſbandry, yet the plant furniſhes good feed for after Chriſt- 
mas and the ſpring, and ſo far turns out to profit. 
Coleſeed is naturally a very hardy plant, and will commonly ; 
| outlive our hardeſt winters; but it muſt be obſerved, that 
What is ſown on land that agrees leaſt with it, viz; a a gra- 


velly loam, bears the cold better than what is ſown on 
| a ſtiff - loam, or clay; owing, perhaps, to the natural EE 1 
wWiarmth of the ſoil: the north and north. eaſterly winds da 1 


moſt damage to it. 5 
I T obſerved above, that I often dre. my land, Alter 7 OS 5 
ing, with ſoot, lime, and coal or wood aſhes : the uſe of 


theſe J greatly approve of; not only becauſe they give a 
wonderful fertility to the ſoil, but becauſe they are an'ex- 


: cellent preſervative againſt the race of inſects that are the ; 
natural enemies to this crop; enemies I call them, though 


GE ey are ſo far friends to themſelves as often to eat it up. 


In ſome places coleſeed is, as I am informed, ſuffered to 
5 occupy the land in a manner two ſeaſons, being fed down; 
though n not too bet the frſt ſeaſon, and left for ſeed the - 
en eee e EG 
Whenever I inſend: ne this plane ſhall fend for ſeed, 1 : 
Tn have | my land hoed as if it was under a crop of turneps, only 
allow the coleſeed more room, near two feet ſquare, like 
the Hertſordſhire farmers above. mentioned, to each plant. 


5 


3 This may be a very y good way, when the land i is in crop, 
0 as to prevent its having the neceſſary plowing before the 
a ee 1s pane as ſome time may be ſave! by N 1 


= lgeme man, 5 
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By this management I have my ſeed in much greater per- 
fection, owing to | the vs Circulation: of air about the 


n | = 
1. judge of the proper t. time nf cottiag it, by the appear- | 


ance of the pods: when they are all ſwelled and full 
grown, looking full, and ſome of them becoming dry, and 
the ſeed turning brown, T cut it with OP As: or 
; ht as I would do wheat. 


Should I leave my crop landing till all the gods were 


changed, a great part of the yield would be loſt, as the ſeed 
is very apt to ſhed: this then is the reaſon of my cutting 
them green. They ſoon dry in the field, and may then 
either be threſhed out of hand, which I generally prefer, 
or carried to the barn and threſhed on the floor: I ſup- 
poſe it will be little neceſſary for me to ye, that if it 
is threſhed in the field, it muſt be on a cloth. 


My reaſon tor preferring this laſt is, that 1 think the 


: 4 eſpecially when the ſtalks are freſh cut, are more ; : 
apt to be bruiſed on a floor, chan on a cloth 8 over a 
2. of ſtraw. Lo 


The ſtalks of the eolefeed 1 plane; alas they are \threſhed, = 


: ferve me for fuel to burn under * copper when 1 Brow | © 
and to heat my oven. 


A neighbour of mine, yeſterday, told me that he had 


E ſons land on which he now ſows coleſeed, of ſuch a cold, 
= I. nature, that he could not venture to ſow turneps on 


: for the convexity of the roots of theſe plants left holes 


15 the land, which, receiving the water, made the foil fa 
ſour, as greatly to injure the corn that was afterwards ſown 
on 1% - He alſo ſays he has often ſown it on a wheat, bar- 
ley, or pea ſtubble, without any other preparation than a 
ſingle plowing, ſowing the ſeed to the quantity of four or 
8 For quarts an acre and harrowing it in; and in this way 

he obſerves, he has ſometimes encreaſed the quantity of ſeed 
to ſix quarts, which is the moſt he in general ſows. . 


This is my neighbour” 8 Practice, who | is a ſcolible, intel- | 


” Thave = 
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- T have already noticed that J often feed my coleſeed: this 
is done, in the general, in the months of January, Fe- 
bruary, and March; and in about a week after it is fed 
off, that is, ppl the laſt week in March, or the be- 
ginning of April, I turn up my land to make my fallow 
for wheat; and if it happens to be a lightiſh loam, (on 
which I ſometimes, though ſeldom, ſow coleſeed) and is in 
good heart, I give it another plowing, and harrow in ſome _ 
 turnep-ſeed, which give me a forward crop, and are off 
the land time enough to plow it for wheat in autumn. In 
tis laſt caſe, I never dung the land for the cot, and : 


« have generally a middling yield, and a ſweet crop. 


This is my way of managing, if my crop of colefeed 5 
on Juxuriant, ſtrong, and good; but if the crop is thin, and 
has not got ſufficiently forward, I for the moſt part take 
care to get the land clear by ſome time in the month of 

November, ſometimes by All-hollantide, when I plow it 
up, and give it a winter's fallow, in order to prepare it, and 
bdring it into as fine tilth as poſſible for ſowing barley in 
the ſpring, of which 1 ave pos a large return in 
tis huſbandry. 5 g 
Coleſeed is a moſt vir plant to 1 whaw 1 is - 
ph and inclined to breed roguery *; for, if you ſow it in 
the way I practiſe, and hoe it at proper times, the weeds 
will n be deſtroyed, and the land well broke ang 
reduced by the tillage: if, on the contrary, you ſow it thick _ 
in the ordinary way, the thickneſs of the crop will choak 
the weeds, and the leaves of the plants, by ſhading the 
land, will occaſion in it a ferment, which will tend to 
divide the particles of the ſoil, before in too cloſe contact, 
and meliorate it in ſuch a manner as to be of more benefit 
0 rowards e it to a Tine tilth, an two or three Plow- : 


1 own 1 am very bond of the  coleeed, pea, and ur- : 


nep huſbandry, 
A few years ago | kad: a piece of had; which was 2 


good hearty loam, not too ſtiff, nor too dry, It was in 5 
wheat. As ſoon as the 1225 was Car: ied, I 
— 3 _Rubble, | 


| « ; vr ag : 
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. ſtubble, and let it lie to mellow with the winter froſts: it 
happened the ſnow lay for ſome weeks on we ground that 
year, which greatly helped me. 


In the froſty weather I carried on this: kd about 


forty loads of dung to an acre, which 1 took the firſt 
opportunity of ſpreading, and turning in. 


Between September and April I gave this land four plow⸗ | 


as INgs, inſomuch that in * ſpring it was like a Faro 


About the ide of 4 1 ſowed i in it, in drills three | 


debt diſtance, the forward blue pea: theſe came up very 
kindly, and [ took care to have them hoed at proper inter- 
vals, to keep down the weeds. My peas were off the laſt 

| week | in July; ſo I got my land ready by the firſt week in 


Auguſt to ſow coleſeed, over which I ſowed forty-five | 


—_ buſhels of lime on every acre, and it throve to admiration z 
 Wothat I had a 00 as. crop, Nn 882 8 me a N 1 5 
; quantity of ſpring feed. - 


In April I plowed it up und ſowed turneps on it, "which 


I fed off early enough in the fummer to get the lard. rea dy 8 
for ſowing wheat in the autumn. ; 


My wheat, though I gave no more e to the hind . 


5 than what I have mentioned, yielded me a good crop; and 
after winter-fallowing the land, I got, the e _ 5 
. mer, a very good crop of barley. „ . 


By this management, without W my ond: 1 got, f in 


5 the ſpace of three years and a balf, reckoning from the tine 
I ſowed my blue peas, five crops, and a winter fallowingz _ 
that is, a crop of peas, another of coleſeed for feed, a third _ 

of kd a for my ſheep, one of , and a fifth of. 
| barley. 


1 ſhall n not omit this: opportunity of zcquainting you aa 


'S MO remedy for the white ſcour in ſheep, which I am the 
rather inclined to communicate, as I am informed that this 
_ diſorder has now attacked N oy in different . of 
Ss the country. | 


Take a = of als. verjuice; then tike balf a FOOD of 85 


| common ſalt," or wy ſalt is rather better; 3 dry it before the 
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10 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
fire, bruiſe it in a ſtone mortar, and fift it through a fine 
ſieve: when this is done, mix it by degrees into the ver- 
juice, to which add half a pint of common gin, and bot- 


tle it up for uſe. When any of your ſhcep are ſeized with 


this diſorder, ſeparate them from the flock, and give each 
of them the value of three large table ſpoonfuls of the mix-= _ 
ture for a doſe, repeating it in two days afterwards, if they 
are not better. It is a great chance but this ſimple remedy _ 
cures them. I have often tried it with ſucceſs ; but you 
muſt mind to pur” W into a dry F or r all will be . 
"Do | 
Now I am 1 upon the ſubje& of ſheep, 1 mat let you into 
another ſecret, which is, to Kill ticks, or ſheep-lice, that 
are lo troubleſome to this animal, Some ſheep have been 
| known to pull off almoſt all their wool when they have 
been tormented with this troubleſome inſect, and even, if 
they do not come to this height, t the animal | never ' thrives 
whilſt it is infeſted by b | 
For a cure, take half a gallon of ſolt water, diſſolve 
ii it ® quarter of an ounce of ſublimate, an ounce of cream = 
of tartar, and a quarter of a pound of bay- -falt, the two 
| laſt being firſt pounded and ſifted. When your ſheep are 
- troubled with ticks, let your ſhepherd part their wool, and 
moiſten their ſkins here and there with this compound, 5 
which is reckoned, by many who have tried it, to be in- 
fallible when twice or thrice applied, and once often does. 
Another very good way to preſerve them from this peſt, 
or cure them if the diſorder is but incipient, is to waſh _ 
them, after ſhearing, with ſome e or ſtrong deine ; 
if you do not live near the ſea, 1 
This waſhing is good for them in many. ler refpefts, 
= preſerving. them from. various diſorders to which Toy are 7 
fludject. ) | 
Wt have ade my e to a ned greater length thin 
what I at firſt propoſed ; - but I ſhall make no apology 
on the occaſion, as, if it meets with your approba- 
tion, you will not object to its length but if vou mould 


'® See Vol. I. Number XLVII. page 210.1 
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not approve of it, the trouble of reading it will not be 
great, and you will, of courſe, lay it aſide. | 
> Lt me” add, to what I have ſaid, that I ſincerely wiſh 
you ſucceſs in your public-ſpirited undertaking: a work of : 
this nature was long wanting; but, permit me to ſay, it 

has now made its appearance to a great advantage. 

= e am, GENTLEMEN, 

- Borders of Dierks, e ' Your humble ſervant, 

5 ene . ACounTRY Recron, 


| 


— 
_— 7 nnn. 
W * 4 
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4 Letter to be Editors, reſpeAling a an odd 2 News bay : 
benin to eme 85 pur up to e : 


| GaexTLEMEN, 


Have often heard it faid, that experience makes: a man 
1 wiſe; and J have not leſs frequently been told, that we 
may, with ſome degree of attention beſtowed, learn Wil- 
dom from the experience of others. 5 | 5 
It would be no ſmal] pleaſure to me to contribute, though . 
in ever ſo inconſiderable a degree, to the good of my coun- . 
try: this deſire it is induces me now to trouble you; I 
mean, to communicate an accident that Happened t to me, 
= which may ſerve as a caution to others. 
= To begin then, without farther preamble. A few years. = 
3 85 9 ago bought, Juſt before harv eſt, about a ſcore of chotes, | 
” as we call them, or young porkers; which * kept, till bar- © 
* veſt was over, on ſwill and grains, When the corn was 
: 5 all got in, I turned them i into the ſtubbles, there to pick up | 
the ſcattered leaſings: 1 ſuffered them to range at large till 
the corn in the fields run ſhort, and the weather grew cold; — 
at which time I took them into my barn-yard, as I had juſt 
ſe afew men to threſhing : here my pigs throve amazingly, _ 
inſomuch, that by Chriſtmas,” or a a little after, they were | 
-Hoanly A 5 
Seeing them in ſuch good attic, Ldctermined to put 5 
ſome of them up t to © barley- meal; and accordingly I picched _ 
— — EEEPCCCCCCC LETT on 
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on four of the beſt : theſe were confined in the ſtye, and as 


T viſited them often, and perceived they eat heartily, 1 
imagined they would thrive in like e and ſoon be 
t for the knife. 


In this reſpect, Gentlemen, however, I was the de- 


: ied; for they were entire at a Rand from the time of | 
their being put up. 


I waited with dest patience for the firſt fortolhe, think- 0 


ing they might fret at being confined, or that the change : 


of food did not ſo well agree with them; but it was al to 


no purpoſe : three, four, five, and ſix weeks paſſed j in the 
| ſame manner; and what moſt provoked me was, to ſee. 
the pigs, J had left running in the barn yard, Lea an þ - 

them in point of growth. 


Upon this, I ordered ſome of my men to talks them out of | 


the ſtye, one by one, and examine them carefully, to ſee 5 
jf they had any diſorder; but this did not prove to be the 
+ caſe, they were ſleek, clean, briſk, ny 6 in | appearantcy : 
= in very good health. 


Had this accident 3 to ſome of my neighbours, i 


85 they would certainly have pronounced them bewitched; 
. but, as I am not at all inclined to ſuperſtition, I did not. 


As it is the opinion of us farmers, that whatever animal 


is ſtinted in his growth, never thrives to profit afterwards, _ 
I came to a reſolution of killing them, but was determined, 
firſt to uſe my utmoſt endeavours t to diſcover the cavfe of 8 
my diſappointment. _ 


I watched them narrowly or fame days, til! at laſt, 5 5 


5 ting up one morning rather earlier than ordinary, I faw 
bone of my maids carry her coal-aſhes out of the kitchen, and 
throw them on a large heap which lay next the pig-ftye * 
vben the aſhes were caſt on the top of the heap, the ſmall _ 
50 cinders, which were mixed with them, naturally rolled _ 
down the flope, and a conſiderable ' quantity of them fell 
through the ener of the encloſure into the little yard . 
1 ot 8 „ 


The pigs, which were at ah. time — as eb 5 


— were rouned a at the rattling of the cinders 3gainſt the wood, 
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and, coming out of the ſtye, to my great aſtoniſhment, 


made a hearty meal on the cinders. 5 
This unravelled the myſtery; however, to be perfectly 


ſatisfied, I watched them for two or three F more, ; 


and found them conſtantly at the ſame work. 
The next day they were all killed, and I examined their ; 


intrails very carefully myſelf, to ſee if they were any ways 
affected; but, on the moſt minute inſpection, I could not 
diſcover any token of diſeaſe: the heart in each of them 
was ſound and healthy; the liver of a proper ſize, a fine 


colour, and without knots z and the lights, or lungs, as they > 


_ ordinarily are. The meat of them was remarkably white, 
took ſalt well, and what [ roaſted was ſweet, tender, and 
full of gravy; but 1 dare to ſay, I do not over-do it, in aſ- 
| ſerting, that this pork coſt me near nine-pence a pound; 3 
for the pigs, when they were killed, were not fatter than 
when they were firſt put, up, and, to all ee 5 
were grown but very little in ſize, _ 


I own it puzzles me much to account 7 oy this ſtrange 5 


: affair : I can very well imagine, that the coal-cinders, be- 
ing a food quite unnatural to them, or any other animal, 
indeed, might prevent their growing fat; but I cannot 
\ conceive how it ſhould have that effect only, and not act * 
little more powerfully, and cauſe them to fall off their fleſh, _ 
as well as affect their health and inward conſtitution; ae 5 
this does not appear to have been the caſe, from the fac . 
above mentioned, which are literally true. — 
- + Judge from my ſimple reaſon, I ſhould have 3 . 
19 9 that eating ſuch a quantity of coal- cinders would have dried 
up all their juices, and have made the meat eat dry and 


chirky; and why this Was not the 1 Dam far from being E 
able to determine, 


1 ſhould before "IE obſerved. that on allen the: maid . 


whether ſhe had ever ſeen them eat cinders before, the ſaid 
| they conſtantly did it 1 85 day, but that the took no no- 


tice 


* we mould he” obliged to any 8 who FER SY - 


| tranſmit to us his opinion with reſpe& to the phyſical reaſons 
| ob (he. cinders SHR this 3 on 8 Pigs. A 
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14 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
tice of it, imagining they were not ſuch fools as to eat * 5 
thing that would hurt them. 


Though it is out of my power to affign any eaten for the 


cinders having this effect on my pigs, yet am I certain that 
eating them was the cauſe of their not thriving. I found 
the cinders and barley-meal mixed in their ſtomachs, when 
they were killed; and in the ſmaller inteſtines the caſe was 
the ſame, except that the barley- meal had received the na- 
tural alteration; but the cinders were in the ſame ſtate 
they were in when they were ſwallowed by the animals, . 
being unaltered by digeſtion; at ons "UF had the e 15 
ance of being ſo. 


My reaſon for aſſerting, that the Gen were re abſolutely 
the cauſe of my diſappointment, is, that as ſoon as theſe pigs 


were killed I cauſed the ſtye to be cleaned, the aſh- -heap 
to be removed, and four more pigs to be put up to fatten: 
_ theſe were fed with the ſame ſort of food, viz. barley-meal, 
and managed exactiy in the ſame Inabinner they throve 
_ daily, and in a very few weeks were fit to kill, being very 
fat; and they made excellent pork for family ſpending: it 
need ſcarcely be obſerved, that J had them caretully, Kept 
5 from aſhes, cinders, or any other ſort of traſh. 


If you think this hint worth communicating to the PE = 


; "bs, it will, of courſe, find a place in your collection; if not, 
as rather take this trouble for the ſake of my brother far 
mers, than from any deſire of appearing in print, it will 
| give me no uneaſineſs. Such as it is, you and the public are 
welcome to it; and my end is in part anſwered, as it has 
already filled up, I ſhould hope not e a leilure 1 
5 hour or two of my time. Believe me, : 


Gent LEMEN, _ 
Tour moſt humble ſervant, - 
| Chelmsford, Eſſex, | | APURCHASER and TROY 
8 28, . 8 of your Wonk. 5 
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4 8 to the Paths; containing Fart, an the Ctr, 


of Sugar-Canes, as now praiſed in the Weſt. Indies; and 


on their Manner of bouling the Juice; from a AMEN 
Fo fome Time re ident in 8 Ferit. 1 


| GanTLEMEN, 


HE obſervations on n ſugar-canes, in the firſt volume = 
of your collection, No, LXXVII. page 32 I, brought . 


to my memory ſome things, which appeared to me impro- 
per in the management of that article, h 13 — ſome 


years ago, in the Weſt-Indies. Ho 
With relation to the culture of the fagar dane, I ehe 


agree with your correſpondent, in recommending the plant- 
ing of the canes at a diſtance from each other. Whoever a 
reads, attentively, M. de Chateauvieux's experiments 8 
| harſe-hoeing huſbandry, either in M. Du Hamel's original, DES 
or in the tranſlation, will be fully convinced of the pro- 
priety of cultivating. the ſugar-· cane in that Way. Thoſe. 
experiments have, alone, thrown more light upon the ſub- 
ject than all that was written before or ſince; ; and there- 
fore they cannot be too ſtrongly recommended to every Claſs 
of cultivators, as well for their judicious diverſity, and _ =O 
appoſite reaſonings on them, as for the number and variety 55 
of the plants which he cultivated in that way. 


Three feet between the plants in the rome ſeems a 


8 very conſiderable diſtance; yet I will not take upon me to 
ſay it is too great; but I think that on every bed, or be- 
tween every larger interval, two rows might be planted; . 
at perhaps two feet diſtance from each other; the plants 
ſtanding, in the one row, oppoſite to the middle of the 

| ſpace between the plants in the other. The weeds be- 

_ tween theſe rows might be e cally e by band- hoes, 


While . 
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16 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 


while the intervals of ſix feet, or the alleys betwixt the 
double rows, are kept clear, and conſtantly i in a looſe fate, 
by the horſe-hoe. | 
I would recommend the hotſe-hoe for this es. on a 
double account; firſt, becauſe it is incomparably leſs expen- 
_ five than the labour of negroes ; and, ſecondly, becauſe the : 
earth will be ſtirred thereby to a much aer depth than | = 
commonly: done by hand-labour. 
I ) be great advantages of this method cannotz 3 be 
. till they have been demonſtrated by actual ex- 
pekiments; becauſe, by means of the horſe- hoe, the mould 
can be kept in a looſe ſtate to the depth of fiſteen or eigh- 


. teen inches; which! is at leaſt double of n is elected in 
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the common way. 
To thoſe who are not bt with ihe 3 effects : 
of the horſe-hoe, the keeping of the earth thus looſe may 8 
ſieem an objection; becauſe, according to the common- 
received opinion, its moisture will be exhaled by. the hot — 
5 ſcorching vertical ſun. „ . 
M. de Chateauvieux's experiments 3 that the 
| horſe- hoe had the moſt ſenſibly good effects in the hotteſt 
anqd drieſt weather; becauſe the dew, which falls plentifully T 
in ſuch weather, is abſorbed, and ſinks ſo deep into the 
. 2 looſe mould, that the ſun does not exhale t. 1 
The advantage of fo deep a mould, to fo j juicy and Jon: 
riant a plant as the ſugar- cane, muſt be very great; eſpe- 
cially as the plant, above ground, thrives in proportion to x 
the extent of its roots. 1 
Never having been in North- 3 1 do not know. 


whether tobacco is cultivated in the horſe-hoeing way; : if = 


7 it be not, ſurely it might to advantage. | 
The cenſure I at firſt hinted at was with regard to = = 
8 Weſt- India method of boiling the] juice of their ſugar- cane. 1 5 


In order to have a greater heat around their coppers, or 


hoilens, they cover as little of them as poſüble with the 
bricks in which they are ſet, that ſo the flame may play 
round a 5 as portion of . thereby to encreaſe the. 
: heat, | „ | | 


RT COMMERCIALE 1 
i this they judge right, were the boilers to be kept al- 


2 full; but as the watery part of the juice evaporates 


gradually, it ſoon finks below that part of the boiler 
which is ſet in the bricks. Now it is known that no 


” - containing veſfel can receive a greater heat than the con- 
tained liquor is capable of receiving. Thus, a copper in 


which water is boiled will not receive a heat greater than _ 


| that of boiling water: but if any part of the copper, not 
filled with water, is expoſed to the fire, that part will be- 
come as hot as the degree of fire can make it. The water 
Which touches it in this ſtate, inſtantly flies off; nd-Jt- 
there is any animal, or vegetable ſubſtance, mixed with the - 
water, which is not ſo volatile as to fly off, it is in ſome | 
degree burnt, ſo as often to have its texture deſtroyed. 
Thus in the juice of the ſugar- cane, the ſaline or ſaccha- 
rine particles, which touch any part of the boiler that is ſo 
hot as to deſtroy their texture, are thereby loſt to the view 
of making ſugar, and cannot by. — o A faline norm 
: by any future proceſs, 


It is known that when any ae i is imperſely inadh, RY 


i becomes black, owing to its oils being, if I may fo ſay, 
ſinged, though not perfectly conſumed. Hence it is, that 
5 Whatever eli particles touch the greatly- heated boiler 
dk axe turned black, and form what is called molaſſes, which 
is in fact a loſs of fo much "3 as ſerves to give i it OS: T 
 fweerncſs and conſiſtence. 


Were the planters careful SPIE) to vid this error, 


a conſiderable loſs might be prevented ; and the ſugar made 
would be of a much whiter colour, becauſe it is theſe 
burnt particles which render it of a dark brown, and 1 8 ö 


it a burnt taſte, 


It is from the kid cauſe, viz. FED particles i in i the i. 


6005 being burnt by the ſtills becoming red-hot in diſtill- 
10g, that rum, in particular, often has a burnt taſte, 


In order to ſeparate from the juice every groſs or glu- = 


tinous particle, which is not of a ſaccharine nature, it 
might not be improper to purify the juice, by the mixture. 
of whites of eggs, or ſome other like ſubſtance, before 8 


e Ne : 538 * e 
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is put over the fire, which, by carrying the impurities up 


do the ſurface, as it approaches boiling, enables the per- 
fon who attends to ſim the whole of them oe, J's as the | 


0 oliquor begins to boil. 


I am of opinion, that's in ene in ;:whioh evaporation is 
bi object, as for inſtance, in falt and ſugar works, there is 
not ſufficient care taken to carry off the ſteam that riſes 
from the liquor which is to be W 1 ben for SR 


eee the 


It̃t appears from experiments, that air is a kind of ſpunge 
to water, of which it can contain only a certain quantity; 
and that quantity different, according to the different weight 
of the atmoſphere. But the limits which I have preſcribed to 

- myſelf will not permit me to enlarge on this ſubject . Sup- _ 
poſing, therefore, at preſent, the fact to be ſo, it ſeems ad- 
viſeable to convey away the ſteam ariſing from the boiling 

"liquor as faſt as it riſes, in order that freſh air, not yet ſa- 
turated with water, blowing in, may carry the fteam off 
the more expeditiouſly, Where the ſteam is ſuffered to 

play over the ſurface of the boiling liquor, it is probable = 
that * on it balls back ie, icke _ be e 1 


N L 26h 


"What has an e a 05 attention to ac cir- 
no, Kun ge is, that water boils more ſtrongly when the 
Air is confined. The ebullition here ariſes from the difficulty 
with which the water eſcapes ; but as the heat riſes equally 
from below, however the ſurface may be expoſed, it may 
be N that e more e . air 2 ſteam are 
)VVVVVVVCFVFVVFPCPPC vaowo- 2 7 carried 


J * 
ws” 


* . are 4 1 to "this 8 fog the 8 
of his letter, and ſhould be glad to hear from him a ain when n 
occaſion ſerves. As the ſubject he has now treated on, is in 
ittſelf important, he would oblige us much by entering upon it 
more at large, and giving us his opinion with reſpect to the 
manner by which the ſugar planter may be enabled, in the eva- 
poration of the juice, to enjoy the greateſt benefit that is poſ- _ 
3 ble from the proportion of fire allowed, yet not hazard the 


J oodneſs of the future commodity by burning or finging the 


; 1 r in the action of Fm it. 8 Pa 
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carried off, the ſooner the liquor ev aporates, nd the more. 


e the intention is anſwered. I am, 


GENTLEMEN, rc: | | 
N Tour humble ſervant, Sc, ; 


N U M B E R IV. 
2. the Edius of the Mvszun Rvsricon, Se. 


| GenTLEMEN, 


F the following ane, on. \ the cauſe of F Yah in 
wheat, with a practical cure, be deemed worthy a 


| olace amongſt your ſcle& papers; you have, for the publi- , 
cation thereof, the fan of the obſerver, 


| RunicoLa Grocksrzis. 
The Sint: in en is an n which: has long been . 


| complained. of, and many methods tried to prevent it, 
all of which have proved ineffectual, or, at beſt, but a 
mitigation of the diſeaſe ; ; which methods I need not here 

_ enumerate, as they are generally known, or are to be met 

with in various authors who have wrote on agriculture : 
| ſome of them being calculated to forward vegetation, ang 
ſtrengthen the plant, ſuch it will be adville to continue | 
12 the practice of. PTY 


But amongſt all the zuthors . have wrote on this : 


5 5 ſudſect, I don't remember to have ſeen one who has pointed 
> out a probable conjecture with reſpect to the cauſe of this 
> malady, fo as to be ſupported by any tolerable degree of rea- 
ſon. And inaſmuch: as natural hiſtory has been, and is 
my favourite ſtudy, (of which I take agriculture and a knows 
ledge of cattle to be no ſmall part) I have frequently em- 
” ployed ſome leiſure hours, to endeavour to aſſign cauſes for 
various diſeaſes, to which the productions of the earth are 
ſubject; among which, this of ſmut in wheat is one. And 
== being deſirous to improve my knowledge, I am willing to 
= communicate, that if any. thing worth notice Might come 


TIS: : from 


from me, I may have the abs: of doing end for 
the public good, and thereby induce others to make their 
diſcoveries known, from which myſelf, as well as many | 


more, may reap ſome advantage, 


1 remember to have read a little treatifs.:y wrote ſome _ 
ears ſince, by James Logan, (chief juſtice, and preſident 
of the council, of the province of Penſylvania) on the ge- 
neration of plants, containing obſervations made on the 
maize, by which he diſcovered that plant to be (what Lin- 
neus calls Monoecia, or) a plant bearing male and female 
flowers, and, as ſuch, capable of being impregnated with : a 


fructifying duſt from another plant of the like kind. 


J own, the reading this pamphlet firſt pave me the His _ 
= of the generation of vegetables, from which I continued = 
my obſervations reſpecting other plants, and among the reſt 
to wheat, and the like; though this is not of the ſame 
& _ claſs with maize, but of the claſs triandria of Linneus, 
and is hermaphrodite, yet, nevertheleſs, equally ſubject to 
be impregnated by duſt from another. N as FOE as with 


| | Gl from itſelf, 


Having realy abſarved mn wheat; while green, - 


— (though ſhot up into ſpindle) ſeveral black, blighted Ears, f 4 


I examined them, and found theſe were ears in which, by 35 
ſome accident, the intention of nature was prevented; * 
| ſuppoſe, by being detained too long in the hoſe, and by the 
natural humidity of the plant, a fermentation promoted 
- in its ear, deſtroying the ſmall veſſels through which the 
corns were to receive nouriſhment ; by which means their 
contents became black, dry, and duſty: theſe ears, grow- 
ing up with the others, imbibe moiſture ſufficient to cauſe 
the duſty particles in the grains in them to expand, and 
burſt the fine ſkin which contained them: being thus ſet 
at liberty, the air, if it happens to be a dry ſeaſon, dries _ - 
tem again; by which means they become light enough to 
| float therein, when ſeparated from the ſkin which held 
them. If this happens when the wheat is in bloflom, which 


it often does, part of this duſt enters the ſtygma of healthy 


wn corns, and ., infects them: aa. pulp in thoſe be- 
N . coming 
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coming black, a fermentation is raiſed therein, which de- 
ſtroys the life of the grain thus impregnated : hence the diſ- 
25 agreeable ſmell is acquired peculiar to this difeaſe (the ſmell 
ina — of mut being « the ſame as in a black blighted : 
etl 


F. rom hence it is eaſily wi for, Ma often, a ew 
grains in an ear are ſmutty, and the others good. NED 

Some may perhaps objeR, if this be the caſe, why are. 
not barley and oats ſubje& to the like diſeaſe, ſince both 


| theſe are ſubject to the black blight as well as wheat? Such 
_ objectors would do well to obſerve, that theſe have a more 
tough ſkin than wheat, which does not burſt till after the 
| blowing of theſe ſorts of corn is over ; e when it : 
| does burſt, the duſt can do no harm. - 


| Having thus pointed out the cauſe, I now proceed to 


| preſcribe the remedy, which is, when the corn is ſhot into 5 
ſpindle, and the ears begin to appear, let ſome perſons go 
along each furrow in the field, and carefully break off all 
cars "of the black kind, (not pull them up, becauſe often 
from the ſame root grow ſeveral others, which are good 
and ſound ears) and when broke off put them into a bag, 
and carry them away; for ſhould they be thrown on the 
ground, there may ſtill be danger of infection from them; 
and as, *tis poſſible, there may be ſome of theſe diſeaſed ears, 
Which are not burſten, and therefore may eſcape being ga- 
thered, theſe may be known by the ſtalk at the neck being £ 
crooked, and bent in the length of three or four inches back- 
ward, and forward five or fix bends, and the hoſe nearer to : 
_ the head of ſuch than the ears which are good. 
be ſeaſons in which wheat i is moſt liable to be ſmutty 5 
ate, it is well known, ſuch in which it happens to PEory 
weather and windy at the time of blow ing; 3 but if it hap- 
pens to be wet during that time, it Is very rare to fee 5 
I Oy ear in a field, 


N. B. Io Vol. 1. No. LXXXV, carla; 3 5 


py way of coals being en an eftate, pleaſe to correct the : 
(ellowing « errors of che pot: page 378, line 13, inſtead of 


4 | = Lernen | | 
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between the north and ſouth eaſtward, read between the 
Non rH and SOUTH, EASTWARD; and in the ſame page, 
line 24, read NorTH and SouTH, WESTWARD. : 


NUMBER 1 


4 Litter to the Eater, on ſome 3 neceſſary i in 


| the Art 7 . Linen . 


Cevrrzuev, VVVVVV„“ß 
AVING lately met ak your A Nele 5 


Ec. which I look upon to be a very entertaining : 


and neceſſary work, for communicating uſeful knowledge i 

from one part of the kingdom to another, upon the moſt 

important improvements of this nation, viz. agric ulture, 

__ manufactures, c. I am perſuaded it cannot fail of being 

well received by the induſtrious and ſenſible part of man- 
EE kind. | 


As I . there: is one 1 branch in our 


| 1 manufacture which wants improvement, and which 
I ſhould be glad to ſee treated of f in your valuable rollec- 5 
5 tion, that is, the bleaching part. | 5 


Our bleachers, in this part of the 8 ofica hes 


Y the linen and cotton yarn a double time, to what is neceſ- 
ſary, in the bleach-held, to the great detriment of the ma- 8 
nufacdturers, not only in the length and loſs of time, but 1 
in weakening the yarn, by lying ſo long upon the ground 
2s, at ſome ſeaſons of the year, to make it very tender and 
+ weak“: a — 5 if our ſkilful Conan would favour us ſome- 
| | times . 


* We agree with: our » everelpondent that it is very poſlible 60 


leave the yarn ſo long in the bleaching-grounds, as greatly to 
hurt its qua! ©” in point of ſtrength ; but we apprehend that the 
l 


time it ſhou 
of the yarn, and the uſe for which it is intended; but alſo, in 


be expoſed muſt depend not only on the texture 


a great meaſure, on the ſeaſon of the year, and on the weather; 


ſo that, after all the rules that can poſſibly be laid down in the 
article of bleaching, there will ſtill be a great deal left to be 
learned, which experience, conſtant abſer ration, and a con- 
tinued reflection, can et teach; E. 
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times - with their thoughts, and give us a few uſeful | 
hints in this article, it would very much oblige many of 
your readers. But the FTE will be to IG. this to 


bear. 


Suppoſe the honourable ſociety for e encouraging a 1 


manufactures, &c. were to offer premiums for bleaching 
linen and cotton yarn, &c. (as they have done for dying, 
and many other things) and oblige thoſe that receive thefe 
- premiums, to publiſh to the world their method of bleach- 
ing; we might then, perbaps, ſee ſome of our ingenious 
| bleachers take the hints that might be offered and not 
= only ſo, but they might, poflibly, alſo favour us with their 85 
thoughts and experiments in return; by which means this 
| knowledge would be circulated among us, to the great benefit 
of the nation in general, and our e and ; 
bleachers in particular. . 408 


But as our coarſe linen and cheque. Wanne Aue do not 


i require the yarn to be whitened to the full extent of white- 
_ neſs, that it is capable of being brought to; were ſome pre- 
miums offered for that which was bleached in the ſhorteſt 
time, and kept the ſtrongeſt, and done at the loweſt price, 
to a reaſonable degree of whiteneſs, it might anſwer very _ 
well for theſe manufactures; and for cotton and fine linen 
' yarn, to ſuch as was the whiteſt and ſtrongeſt, it might be 
of great ſervice to our cotton and fine linen manufaCtures : 
and were the ſociety to require a certificate from the owner, 
or maſter of the yarn, with every ſample that was produced, 
of the length of time it had been in bleaching, and the price 
given for that work; they would then have before them 
the various manners of working, and the prices, and * Lo 
_ afterwards judge as they thought proper. Eo Z 


But it is not for me to direct ſo honourable a N J 


they ſtand in no need of my advice; I only offer a few 
hints, being my thoughts upon an article which would be 


both uſeful and entertaining to many of your: readers, and 4 
” particularly 5 | | 


Mancheſter, Your bumble 1 


Feb. 145 9 „ An INTENDED READER. 
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NUMBER v. 


7. the Editors of the Maven unt Rosrievn. 


Württ N 


INC E the firſt Number of. your 1 0 fell into my 


hands, which was ſoon after its publication, I have 


3 4 a conſtant reader of them all, and cannot belp think- 
ing them the moſt uſeful undertaking of any thing we 
have in the Engliſh language; for you have mixt the "IM . 
Aulce moſt delightfully together. Tis a work that has been 
long wiſhed for by thoſe who are real friends to agriculture, 
and a country life, who are not aſhamed to drop old opi- 
nions (however they may be ſanctified by antiquity) to take 
up others of a more modern date, that may tend to more 1 
eaſe and benefit. This, 1 preſume, Gentlemen, is the = 
plan of your laudable Muſeum.” „ Ts 
I ſhould have turned your correſpondent wack ſooner, 
= if you. think me worthy one now; but was unwilling to 
declare my mind before I ſaw a few more Numbers: the 
more I read, the more I liked, which was not common 
with me in regard to other periodical publications; for, 
whether it be owing to a want of learning, good ſenſe, or 
taſte, I have never entered upon the taking a pericdical 
paper for theſe ten years laſt paſt, but J heartily repented 
of it: your Muſeum, indeed, makes great amends for the 
time we have loſt in reading others; for however fair and | 
good they promiſed at firſt going off, they ſhamefully 
; Jaded and tired before half the journey was completed. 
As perfection is not, nor can be the gift of man, how- 
Eos: ever ſome may lay claim to a fullneſs of it, I muſt be fo. pF 
free with you, Gentlemen, as to think your Muſcum wants 
ſomething to be amended in it, to be of more general utility . S ; 
and ſatisfaction. I always thought that it was from errors : 
all our excellence proceeded ; and, give me leave to point = 
out to you the chief, and only one of conſequence i in your 1 
Ty Vork: 4} * cannot, indeed, be called your” 5, ſo much as yous 
| Forrelrondents 3 ; a 


1 ” — — 


- C 3 8 n $2" ar; LS : 4 2 a - 5 1 
N 855 "DT 3 3 7 EEE. 4 X 1 1 N 7 5 2 MT 
SD OBE Io Rae Soo i I ne ph Eh OS « 5 . : 3 a 8 
2 — % WN 5 3 . * 0 3 ; 9 77 Foy, woo 8 «PS 5 8 n . 


3-1 IN 


7 ET COMMERCIALE. 2. 
KB ſpondents; but it certainly belongs to you to rectify it: 
itt is this; however well we may explain our thoughts upon 
5 paper, to our own ſatisfaction, we cannot always be” ſure. 
they will be conſtrued in the ſame light by all thoſe into 
> whoſe hands your Muſeum may fall; eſpecially if there be 
the leaſt room for a doubt, or a wrong conſtruction. For 

inſtance, the words diſcretion and well-timed are made uſe 
of by ſome of your correſpondents : there are various de- 
grees of the firſt word, and who can fo well hit on the me- 
dium, as thoſe who have tried the moſt? Diſcretion may 
make the moſt ſenſible man act either under or over, with- 
out long practice; and as for the meaning of the word well- 
timed, it is to be acquired only by experience, ſo that a. 


We thank this very ſenſible correſpondent for the favour 
f his letter, and hope often to hear from him, as we cannot 
but think him capable of furniſhing our collection with ſome 
obſervations of real value. We mult not omit acknowledging 
the proper ſenſe we have of the many praiſes this gentleman is 
pleaſed to beſtow on the Muſeum Ruſticum : if any merit is our 
due, it muſt ariſe from the defire we have to do good to our 
country. As to what our correſpondent mentions with reſpect 

co our explaining, in the notes, the obſcure or indefinite terms 
and expreſſions which may occur in the pieces ſent us, we can 
aaſſure him that ſuch was our original intention, as we thought 
8 principles intended to govern practice could not be laid down 
In too plain a manner: we have often done it in the courſe of 
the firſt volume; but many difficulties were to be encountered, 
and what may ſeem ſtrange, yet is no leſs true, is, that ſame 
_ gentlemen have taken offence at our attempting to explain any 
paſſages in their letters, or ſeeming to diſpute what was merely 
matter of opinion. This it is has occaſioned our not having 
been, at all times, ſo explicit as we at firſt intended; and to 
this muſt be attributed any ſeeming omiſſions on cur part. But 
our ingenious correſpondent muſt reflect that the words di/cre- 
tion and wwell-timed may often with propriety, even in a work 
of this nature, be uſed. It is our deſire, that ſuch gentlemen as 
favour us with their thoughts ſhould avoid obſcurity ; yet were 
they to enter into too minute details, their pieces would, in 
general, appear fo tediouſly long to the intelligent reader, that 
we could not, conſiſtently with our plan, give them a place in 
this collection, as they would be a means of precluding that 
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| Your work ſeems to me to be for a general uſe, but 


more ſo for the farmers than any other ſet of men: we can- 


not think that every farmer, who rents one or two hundred 
pounds a year, is acquainted with Greek, or Latin; or that 


they are a claſs of men of the quickeſt underſtanding and 


thought: in general they are otherwiſe, though Kill men of 
good ſenſe at the bottom; therefore require every thing to be 
laid before them in the plaineſt and eaſieſt manner, ſo that 
they may have no room to doubt, or rae Gemlclves ” 
with errors. 


This, Gentlemen, I think, ſhould a) your taſk, in your : 


notes and remarks upon each letter; for, in my humble 
opinion, it is a matter of no little conſequence to your 
plan, as it may prevent many e and failures of 
5 ſome material trials. | 


If you think what I have ſaid worth your notice, pleaſe 


to give it a place in your Muſeum ;. if wo Few —_ not 
Mae me ſubſcribing myſelf 4 


8 A friend, and a lover of your undertaking, mw 2 | 
e , 3B 


March 35 . 


i "ow which, ina great meakure, . the atility of the : 
Muſeum Rufticum. It is true, ſome young beginners may be at 
firſt a little at a loſs; yet, we flatter ourſelyes, this can be no 
great inconvenience, as we are apt to think that few paſſages 
occur in this work, but what may eaſily be explained to them 
by more than one perſon in every ps in the kingdom. It 
is impoſſible to lay down maxims _ 
intelligible to every capacity; but we ſhall take care, when ann 
real difficulty occurs, to explain it; and if at any time we fail 
| 4 doing it, our candid readers muſt conclude that ſuch omifion - 
is only occaſioned by our apprehenſion of diſobliging a cor- 
reſpondent. We have often declared that we think ourſelves + 
by no means anſwerable for the opinions advanced by ſuch 
by gentlemen as favour us with their pieces: we beg leave o re © 
Peat it in this place; and to add, that as by the plan of this 
work, it mult neceſſarily be open to all proper and uſeful com. 
munications, a candid refutation of what is only matter of ſpe- = 
8 culation, or opinion, will always be regal admitted. =_ 


N U M 
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NUMBER vu. 


A Letter a5 5 the Editors, reſpecting the Treaſures fund. in 
the — 8 8 Earth, EY 


| GenTLEMEN, | 5 
T ESTERDAY I 3 ſor the firſt time, to meet 
with your four Numbers of the Muſeum Nuſticumm 
of {Cetera I carefully peruſed every one of them, and 
in a minute-book, which I keep, digeſted ole OM 
which I thought moſt worthy of notice. 
I rejoice to ſee fo laudable a 5 creied 8 
- with ſpirit, and enccuraged by able and- experienced Cor- 
_ reſpondents, and can aſſure you, from my own knowledge, 


F that it will be of great ſervice to this country. 


In No. III. (page 170.) of your work I find a b 


= Ht ſigned A Londoner, by which I apprehend, that the gentle- 
man has a little eſtate, (perbaps in Middleſex or Kent) 


where he flatters himſelf with the hopes of finding a coal- 
mine, a thing much to be deſired in e yore of we , 


, Fountly.” 


As to. bis taking a journey into the 3 whh an in 


zi tention. of learning ſomething from the converſe of tbe 


viewers, and of examining the nature of the ſoil, ſtones, 
Ec. I don't at all wonder that he ſnould return unſatisfied, 
for very few people chooſe to communicate the ſecrets of 
an art which they have laboured indefatigably, for twenty 
or thirty years, to obtain. 1 entirely agree with him, 


. that the perſon he employed was not 27 cienily commu- 

E 1 nicative, though his ſaying that be was ſure coal was in 
= theeſtate was ſaying very moch; and, by the hints given 
_—_ in the letter, J have reaſon to believe, that he Was a perſon = 

not contemptible for his knowledge! in mineralogy. | 


I have myſelf had a long experience in theſe m matters, and. 


„ have ſcarcely ever been out in my judgment; z therefore, if 


any of the ſouthern gentlemen chooſe to employ me, I'll 
let them know the conditions upon which I can make 
= e ment; 
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experiment, on their ſending you a letter to forward to 


me according to the incloſed direction. | 
Tis much to be regretted, that gentlemen are not more 


curious in reſearches of this kind, when it has ſo often 
happened, that within the compaſs of one acre (beneath the 
ſurface) a gentleman. has more riches than ina thouland. 
eres above ground. e 1 
I have known more thay once, that from one „ Aude acre 
above thirty thouſand pounds ſterling, clear profit, has been 
got, and this mine perhaps diſcovered by mere accident : 
but who would depend upon chance, when they may have 
their grounds tried by me to a conſiderable depth, for W 
ſmall a ſum as ſixty or ſeventy pounds ? 
I would humoly recommend to the ſociety? s e 
. tion, the encouraging reſearches in the ſubterraneous king- 
dom of minerals and foſfls; ; for theſe open a ſpacious field for 5 
the improvement of trade and commerce, even from gold 4 
to the very dirt which we tread beneath our feet. 
We need not be at a loſs for an example. The Hel- 5 
5 n in their manufactures of Delft ware, have ſhewn . 
us what a valuable branch of trade the pottery is. The 
Dreſdeners and Chineſe in the works of porcelain do the 
like. Thus we often import a great many expenſive things 
I (which are dug out of the earth) from foreigners, only for 
the ſake of ſaving ourſelves the trouble of ſearching for the 
. ſame at home. : . 
I hope you will OY the treble of this letter® 3 _ 
an intended correſpondent. 1 beg leave to ſubſcribe myfelf 4 


Tyne, Northumberland, e 8. T. 
Feb, 4, * „ oe 


8 * Our bene e lt will, we 1 fay, extals our omitting 8 
1 > ron inſerted in his letter, as our reaſons for ſo doin 


cannot but be apparent to him. We ſhould be * to > hear 
85 from him o on ſome future occaſion. . 
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NUMBER vil. 


Farther Orfervations on Mmwing of IVheat, in a Letter from . 
e the Rev. Ar. Comber fo for Editors, 5 


GExrrzuv, | 
T PROCEED to give you my remaining obſervations on 


L mowing of wheat“. : 
' Your correſpondents on this ſubject, and yourſcdves, ſcem 


| to apprehend, that the main obſtacles to the reception of this 
practice will be, firſt, the inveterate cuſtom of ſhearing i we: 
and, ſecondly, the apparent difficulty of gutbering the corn 5 
= when mown towards that which ſtands. | 


But I can give them and you pretty good affurance, that 8 


theſe obſtacles are not ſo conſiderable in reality, as they 
appear; for, though it muſt be acknowledged by every 
attentive obſerver, that farmers in general ; are an obſtinate 
race of men, (a fact which is no wiſe wonderful, when _ 
the narowneſs of their education, the danger of ruin to 
many of them by new experiments, Cc. are conſidered) 

yet it muſt be equally acknowledged, that our Engliſh 
Te farmers have much more reluctance to imitate the exam 


ples of foreigners, and "clpecially/ Frenchmen, than their 
countrymen. | 


If then mowing of wheat be upon the whole an eligible 


5 W our farmers will be much more eaſily brought 8 

„ i By ſhewing them that it is followed with ſucceſs 
among a conſiderable body of their Engliſh brethren, than - 
by direQing their attention to MH. de L' Iſie, and the in- 
Haditants of Hainault and Bales 7. and | then, H any :-- 


2 real : 


* See . I. Number Cl. page 437. 


I Our correſpondent's argument is 8 8 founded, 5 


ET a which reaſon it will be expedient for the ſociety 44 
procure ſome mowers from. the wolds in Yorkſhire, that a 


fair trial may be made of the Engliſh and 1588 45 hd of 
mowing A — — | | : 


n wo 
N 
3 


dr. * 
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real advantage be found in the peculiar manner of theſe 
foreigners, above that of Engliſhmen, it may eaſily be adopted. 


In my former letter I juſt obſerved, that all the corn, 


which grows on that vaſt tract called the Hold, betwixt 


Malton and Beverley, &c. is mown; the quantity there 


being ſo great, that it would be Wen to find hands 
ſufficient to ſhear ö 5 


Andd in all the tract of corn country around me, e, though 


we rarely mow wheat or rye, and never except when it is 
a thin crop, yet we | almoſt univerſally mow our batley . 


and oats. 


As to the obſtacle which ſeems to arile Ne the mowing 1 5 
towards the ſtanding corn, I can alſo inform you, Gentle- 
men, that both on the Wolds, and in this woodland country, 
: this® method of mowing is practiſed with ſucceſs. 


That ſenſible gentleman farmer, whom J ment tioned in 


my former letter, informs me, that it is (fo far as his 
knowledge extends) univerſally the practice to mow to- 
| wards the ſtanding corn, when the farmer intends imme 
diately to ſheaf his crop; and as univerſally, to mow the 
contrary way, when he 1 to let his crop lie | in ſwathe : 
:- Jams gens... ” „„ 
: The reaſon. of theſe oppoſite mathbcs is very 8 1 
and ſatisfactory, viz, When the crop is fully ripe and clear 
of weeds, tis proper to mow inwards, and ſheaf it imme- 
diately; but when it is full of weeds or graſs, it muſt have 
time to die; and the opener. it lies, the better; at leaſt, : 
; if the weather be good. . 


The above mentioned gentleman W is ; of opinion, 3 


N that when all the advantages and difadvantages of the two 
| methods of reaping, viz. by the ſcythe and the ſickle, 
are well conſidered, the latter is the neater and preferable, ” 
_ 1 7 that work people can be got at reaſonable rates. 


J muſt now, Gentlemen, obſerve to you, that, though 


it ſeems ſcarce poſſible to der che * ſo neatly — 3h 


the 


RE The 3 of mowing 5 in \ Yorkſhire greatly * 
- ſembles that recommended by Monſ. de L'Iſle, ſo that it will be 

very eaſy to judge of the comparative merit of the two. ſeythes 3 
: uſed in 0 methods. E. 5 
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the mowers as the ſbearers, yet in all this country v we have 
an inſtrument of repairing this comparative loſs in the me- 


thods, which, as neither your correſpondents nor ſelves 


mention, I ſhall here take notice of, though it is well 
known. This is the ſwathe-rake * ; a rake about two yards 


long, with iron teeth, and a beam in the middle, to which 
a man fixes himſelf with a belt; and when he has gathered 
as much as his rake can hold, he raiſes it, and begins again. 
The rakings, thus drawn into ſwathes acroſs the lands, 
lie till they are ſomewhat dry, and then are heaped and led 


home. By this means very little of the corn is loſt by mow- 


ing, unleſs the weather prove bad, and it be trodden Into 
the ground. J ͤmuſt further obſerve, that when we mow. 
corn, and eſpecially wheat, the gleaners ꝶ are not permitted | 
io come into the ground, before the ſwathe-rake has bade, 5 
and the rakings are heaped and led. 
It remains now, Gentlemen, to be enquired, what _ 
5 ah comparative advantages of the methods of mowing with _ 
the Hainault or Brabant or Yerkfhire ſeythe. For this end 
it ſeems very deſirable, that the ſociety ſhould order experi- 
ments to be accurately made with all theſe ſcythes, and care- 
fully reported, all circumſtances being as nearly the ſame 


as poſſible in all of them. I mean that the ſoil, ſtrength, 


and portion of the corn, ſhould be ſtrictly regarded, and that 
the foreign and domeſtic fcythes ſhould be firſt managed by 
| perſons beſt acquainted with their uſe, and then * e 
7 en ee with doth 7. : 


0. This instrument is in e countries call a Seals, TY 


and is uſed, "particularly in n. for eng wy after — 
— | 


Gleaning is become ſack a i in chis part of the 


a. and people make fo much more of it, that i is, of frealing A 
under pretence of gleaning, that they prefer it to working; 
hence the advance of work- people's wages. I am credibly in- 
formed, that one perſon in this laſt harveſt ſold eight quarters 
0 barley gleaned, as it was called; and I was told yelterday, _ 
that theſe gleaners will ſtone the owners $I the lands off 8 
their own premiſes. Coms. 


1 The greateſt part of theſe e experiments, if. not __ 1 


| of them, will certainly be made next harveſt, when we & hope 5 
do communicate to che public the reſult, * 


8 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 


In the mean time, Gentlemen, I muſt confeſs, that T 
cannot ſee any advantage in the foreign ſcythes, ſuperior 
to what our own may juſtly claim. However, I am ready 
 _ to allow, that advantages may attend the W ner 
| Cannot be perceived in the theory. - | | 
I would add a circumſtance or two. with ſeem much 
more favourable to the Engliſb than foreign method. 
Iſt, Our gatherers uſe a rake, which from this aſe Hande 
its name, and appears a much properer inſtrument to collect 


«the cutten corn, than that inſtrument which the ee - 


uſe inſtead of it, as repreſented in your plate. - 

|  2dly, Inſtead of the double bow or boot, annexed to the 
lower part of the foreign ſhaft, our mowers uſe one longer 
bow or boot, of haſle, willow, Sc. bound to the ſhaft, with : 
two or three pieces of inkle, which both make the bow 

| firmer, and a more ſecure bed to ſave the cutten corn from 
falling through. 05 EY £44 
___2dly, Theufing two Walle! at a 9 0 3 foal : 


each other, as in our graſs-ſcythes, ſeems a much mote 


convenient poſition of the hands, and eee the W 155 


2 5 than the foreign method allows. 


Let me add, 4thly, That the fixing of the Arrickle or a ; 


fea at the extremity of our ſhafts gives a very advantageous =_ 


balance to the whole machine; whereas (according to the 


obſervation of that ſenſible gentleman farmer above men 


| tioned) in your plate appears no place marked for this 


ſtrickle, without which, eſſential to every mower of graſs — 
: the mower of corn can ſtill leſs proceed. _ 
8 muſt add, That in all caſes, where no ROY lun =_ 
d can be given for a change, there is a good reaſon for 


T making none; Viz, the inconveniences which attend all 


5 «© changes, from the en and i e of the * —_ 


e ſons concerned, w_ | - 
This excellent axiom holds. good full as — (if. n not ; 


Z more) in mechanics as in divinity and politics 3 + for; as E = 
much depends upon expertneſs, and this is very gradually 7 


obtained, the advantages even of a better machine may be 2 
_ greatly overbalanced by the inexpettneſs of him who uſes it. 


Il therefore the foreign ſcythes be proved equalh good with = 


5 
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our Engliſh, though they may be reaſonably recommended 


to thoſe who yet uſe neither, they cannot with equal reaſon 


be recommended as ſubſtitutes to our Yorkſhire ones *. 


I have now, Gentlemen, finiſhed all my obferyations on 


this ſubject, except ſome cautions neceſſary to be marked, 
1 with reſpect to the gatherers in either method of mowing of 
wheat, or any other corn; but theſe, with ſome remarks on 
the prices of work-people s wages in the different methods 
of reaping, (via. ſhearing and mowing) as connected in ſome 


meaſure with this ſubject, I reſerve for a future letter from, ” 


| GENTLEMEN, 
Your obedient bumble ee . 
Tuouas ones, Juni. 


5 Eaſt-Newton, near Malton, 


© 20, e 


ws - 7 * . . * : * 


NUMBER IX. 


0 4 Luther to the Ris on the Advantages of mowing « Wheat, 


and on a Method of ſtacking Corn in the Field, 2. ar EY 
| preſerve it from * ee by 1 Rai * b 


| GENTLEMEN, | a | 
N the banks of the FR almoſt all over Flanders, 


and lately in France, they mow their wheat with ' 

ſceythe, inſtead of reaping it with a fichle, becauſe it is better 
and more eaſily performed, and at much leſs expence. Ss 
. good reaper in France will cut ſix tenths of an Engliſh acre 
in a day; a good mower will « cut an * acre and? a Hall 

1 in . 5 


The reaper Jo Kubble 6 or r eight W 4 che 


mower leaves his ſtubble but t two inches bigs by which he . | 
= gains more ſtra ß. 


In France, to reap 112 acres 2 the, Eogliſh 3 : 


: with a 18 1 ware allow 10 men 20 days; ; that. - 


; * 11 i is not 1 to 5 Bp ein 3 to buch 2 


: as noao mow their wheat. unleſs ney” ſhould . much ſupe- 5 
rior to thoſe they uſe, R. 5 20 
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is, 200 days to one man. To cut the ſame quantity of acres 
of wheat with a ſcythe, they allow 7 mowers and 7 binders 


10 days, equal to 140 days of one mn 9 which: Ty ve 
bo days work. 


| Beſides that the binders have leſs wages than the mowers 


and reapers; for the binders are children of 12 or 15 years | 
of age, old women, and men not able to ſtand hard work: 


the mower therefore does three fifths more than the reaper. 
The different poſtures of the mower and reaper are to 


5 be attended to. That of the former is much the eaſier, and 
his hands are not ſo much expoſed to thiſtles, nettles, &c. 
and when wheat is mowed, the corn ſheds leſs, —— 
And as the mower can diſpatch his buſineſs in ſo much w__ 
5 July" time, that method is more eu ſerviceable. in L 

an wncertain and catching ſeaſon. 


- *Tis to be obſerved, the. mower of oats has always the | 


5 ſtanding corn on his right hand, and the corn cut on his 8 
left; on the contrary, the mower of wheat has the ſtanding 
corn always on his left, and the corn cut on his right. 


The mowing wheat is more particularly uſeful where the 


ground does not lie flat, but is raiſed in ridges or lands, as 
8 generally the cuſtom in Northamptonſhire; and alſo in 
FOO ſeaſons, for the ear will not be ſo apt to ſhoot. 


The ftraw indeed, as being in a greater quantity, is more 


difficult to threſh; but then the additional ſtraw tufficiently . 

: may for that labour. | „ 
And after the wheat is mowed, the gras ſooner grows up — 

again, and the ſtubble does not TO the noſtrils: of ond Z 

_ cattle, as it does when it is reaped. 4. Es 
Tis true, the ſcythes uſed are * a He form = 

thats commonly uſed i in England; the blade of every one of 

5 them! is fix inches ſhorter than that of the Engliſh ſcythe. 


The Brabant ſeythe reſts on che inſide of the ſhoulder; 


5 the Hainault, on the lower joint of the arm, and ſometimes 9 
on the thigh ; ; *tis the moſt like the ſickle of any. . 


F rench is a x dire cradle- Ms only the handle is quite 


Theſe 
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FTheſe three ſcythes are depoſited in the machine-room 
at the houſe of the ſociety for promoting arts, in the Strand, 
London, where they may be ſeen; and a trial was made 
of them laſt harveſt, in Northamp!: onſhire, when the ad- 
vantages of them, particularly that uſed 1 in Hainault, were 
evidently proved. IN | 

Now when the crop is cut, it may not be Amin to ſhew 

| how it is ſtacked, to preſerve. it from the wet, in which 
ſituation it may remain in the field fix weeks, or two 
months, without any. — from the ä of the 
weather. 
They ſet one ſheaf upright ws the i ears rt and 
round that they place a circle of many other ſheaves, with 
the cars uppermoſt, inclining on the firſt ſneaf; and when 
ſo placed, they look like the figure of an extinguiſher. 

Then they lay an horizontal circle of ſheaves, with all 
the ears in the centre, and they cover thole Ears IN the 
middle with a looſe ſheaf or two. | 
i 5 : Thus placed, they are protected from all wet, ET may 
remain in the field ſix weeks, or two months, as ſafe as they 
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would be in a barn; and this method of ſtacking has een 1 
adopted in Suſſex, Surry, Kent, and many other ſouthern | 
: enen to the Bone benefit of the farmers and the public. 5 — 
V Tam, GENTLEMEN, | 4 


Your humble ſervants 
1 Y. Z. 


N. B. The "ny arent; or acre, 1080 to Mr. 
1 Greaves's calculation, conſiſts of 100 perches of 22 feet each, 
| making in all 48,400 ſquare French feet, and is equal to 
1 Sk, or Engliſh ſquare feet, Or 1 acre, 29 poles, g paces, | 
I yard and 2 ſquare ſeet and a half, that is to ſay, to very 
near an acre and 3 quarters of a rood, Engliſh meaſure. The 
French meaſure i is, according to this proportion, reduced, : 
in the account above, to the Evgliſh meaſure, Sen fits 
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NUMBER x. 


4 Letter t the Editors, on 1 Cyder- Fut and noting Gar, 5 & 


By hen a Herefordſhire Planter. 


| GrvTLEMEN, 


Y purpoſe is to o employ, arottatily I hope, a few Z 
8 hours in giving you the reſult of 872 years 8 5 1 
rience in the affair of cyder. 
I leave it to the vale· country fatiners to write on the = 
bedſt method of cultivating wheat: the Kentiſh men know 
moſt with regard to what relates to hops: and as to what 
relates to barley, malt, &c. the Berkſhire and Hertfordihire i 
farmers will, I ſuppoſe, of courſe be your e its 
5 ſome of them, I ſee, already are ſo. 


I have choſen cyder for my ſubject, "hich" ſome oY your 


readers will, perhaps, ſay can be of very little uſe, as, ſince f 
the tax laid on this liquor has taken place, it is not worth a 
farmer's while to make it. But I ftill have my reaſon for 
chuſing this ſubjett: I am apt to think, it is true, that a 
great deal leſs cyder will be made on account of this tax; 
therefore I ſuppoſe, that when the legiſlature finds the 
amount of the duty or exciſe not to pay the charge of col- 
lecting it, they will of courſe cauſe the act to be repealed, 
and we ſhall then make cyder again as heretofore. I ſhould, 
indeed, have ſaid our ſons will make it, for it will ſcarcely - 
"happen i in our time, at leaſt i in mine, as 1 am rear an 
old man. 
Dince this is the BY I 87 it cannot bei improper tor re- 
5 giſter a few maxims, for the uſe of our poſterity, who, if 
we leave off making cyder, cannot have the benefit of ex- 
perience; and oral tradition will be, at beſt, but imper- 


Theſe, 


4 
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Tubete, then, are the motives which induce me to write 

at this time on this ſubject; and without farther ceremony, 

with your . leave, I Tall | 800 in what I have to 

„ 

i, 1 worſe the apple is for the table, the better it is, in 

1 0 | general, eſteemed for cyder, ſuch as grow all over this | 


Mz county, and are, in a manner, wild, harſh, and crabbed 
to the taſte. "Theſe go under various names, as the red- 
treat, the white and green muſts, the gennet-mayl, the 
= Aflocking-apple, the ſummer and winter fillets, &c. &c. of 
> all which J prefer the firſt, provided it is a good ſort, which 
is not always the caſe, particularly in ſome parts of 
Moregſter — 8 where 9 | wn in * „ 
; plenty. 
© have Mag laid down from experience, the beſt miſtres, 8 
| that, firſt, the more red an apple has in its rind, the fitter 
it is for cyder ; that is to ſay, if it is at all fit; for I have 
| ſeen an apple of very deep red, by ſome called lehne, — = Y 
"quaſi 7 ſopped it in Wis. which v was "worth nothing | in yy in- * ä 
tention. ny . 
| Secondly, That the paler the rind, the ole the juice. e 
Thirdly, J have found it a maxim in general true, that - 5 
ſweet apple with a e rind will . Tied a 3 vi- 
be. nous ler. 3 
Poourthly, The more cello the Acſh of the fruit the ber. 
3 ter and finer coloured will the cyder be. 
7 Theſe few maxims, not too ſcrupulouſly athored to. Wo 
oy ben of great ſervice to me in life; for though I have a high 
” opinion of them, I do not abſolutely rely on them.—There 
is no rule ſo general but an exception may be made to it; 
but a man of refletion, with a few well-founded rules, 
will ſeldom be at a loſs how to act in this, c or in ay: ther 
Caſe, 1. . 
Id ſeldom ſuffer my le to be 2nhered till PR bogin of 
= themſelves to drop from the trees: nature then tells me 
. = thy wy for the moſt parts acquired a * degree of _ 
== maturity. 
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Great care is taken in the gathering of them, for fear they 


' ſhould be bruiſed in the operation; 3 and this I have always - 
found a very neceſſary precaution, 


As they are gathered I have them forted, : according to the 


| ſeveral degrees of ripeneſs they are of, making, in general, 
three ſorts, which a little experience caſily teaches to ſepa- 
„ Tae properly, the e being —— e at firſt 


N night 5 


As faſt as they are 3 and Gited t they are . un- 


der a ſhed prepared for the purpoſe, and laid in large heaps 
to meliorate: this practice I cannot enough recommend, as 
being of great ſervice to the liquor, improving its quality, 
and making it keep, without compariſon, | better; and all. 
this is cauſed by a little ſweating in the heap. 


| Yet, good as this practice may be, ſome avaricious plant- 


ers cannot be induced to adopt it, becauſe, fay they, the 
| apples freſh from the tree will yield better; as, of theſe laſt, 
about twenty buſhels will give a hogſhead of cyder; whereas, 
of the other apples, which have been heaped, it will take | 
” about twenty-five to make the ſame quantity. : = 
Il ſuffer my apples to lie in the heap a longer or a ſhorter oy | 
- time, according to the nature of them, ſuch as are-barſth 
and ſolid requiring to lie longer, by ſeveral days, than thoſe = 
that are mellow and pulpy ; ; and the degree of maturity the . 
apples had attained before 1 were heaped: makes alſo ſome 1 
difference i in this reſpect. TOY 5 


I have already obſerved, that I divide my uit into three 


| e ſorts, according to the ſtate of its maturity: I have 

no to add, that from theſe three ſortings I have no leſe 
than ſix ſeveral kinds of cyder, each different from. the 5 

other in taſte, flavour, and quality. ! 


As faſt as the fruit is ground (I need not, 1 think. men- 


tion that I uſe the ripeſt firſt) the pulp is put into a large 
vat near the preſs: at the bottom of the vat is a tap, through _ "Ih 

Which a conſiderable. quantity of the prime vinous juice = 
will run without any preſſing, induced by its own weight = 
only: this produces my beſt cyder ; and I always tun it up YT 
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by itſelf: the pulp is afterwards preſſed in the uſual way. 
The ſame proceſs is uſed in all the three fortings of apples 5 


by which means 1 get, as 1 ſaid before, fix ſorts of cyder. 


The firſt runnings from the vat I immediately put into 


the veſſels in which it is to remain; only, if it happens, by 
any accident, to be too foul, I ſtrain it firſt, I allow here 


but a ſmall vent-hole, and when it has done working I fill 


the veſſel with ſome of the ſame liquor reſerved for that 


purpoſe: I afterwards, by 8 cloſe the vent till it is 
finally and well ſtopped. . 
As to the juice, which undergoes the es of the 1 


I put this, as ſoon as it is run off, into veſſels, where I ſuffer it 
to remain about thirty hours, according to the ſeaſon, till 
the feces are precipitated, or fallen to the bottom; after 
which I draw it off, and tun it up in the veſſels in which it 
is to remain, with the precautions, however, above men- 
tioned, when ] treated of the firſt runnings. 


The kind of veſſels I uſe, and which I think by _ belt, : 
are upright hogſheads, broader at the upper head than at the 


bottom; and I often, after my cyder has done fermenting, 5 
caſt two or three handfuls of wheat bran into each veſſel, 


which ſerves to thicken the head or cream 2 the quan, and fa, 


makes it keep better. 


I am very careful with 88 to the veſſcls ! into hien I 


put my cyder, always avoiding new ones, if poſſible, as _ 


they give the liquor a twang, or bad taſte, and hurt its colour: 


my uſual way is, to ſeaſon all my new caſks, that I poſſibly 
can, with ſmall beer, which I uſe in common in my family, 
though T live in a cyder country ; and if I have not an ops 
portunity of doing this, I ſcald them with water in which 1 
conſiderable quantity of apple- pulp has been boiled. 3 5 


If a veſſel is not ſweet, it may eafily be cured, 1 © very 


bad indeed, by putting ſome unſlaked lime into it, adding 


| ſome cold water, ſtopping it cloſe, and wing it about till "RY 
the noiſe within is no longer heard. 


I have often found it 5 great uſe towards N the 


= liquor, to ſlice about a dozen ſweet apples into a hogſhead : 
FX I am 8 inclined t to in! it © makes | It keep better. 
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The beſt cyder I ever had was a few years ago, when I 
put in each hogſhead about three quarts of good wheat firſt 
boiled and hulled, ſo as to have, i in ſome meaſure, the 5 
pearance of boiled rice. 15 
When I am obliged to put any endet! into a caſk I ſuſpect, 
and after wa rds diſcover it has given the liquor a bad taſte, 
I cauſe ſome muſtard ſeed to be ground in a quern with 
ſome cyder: this mixture, being put into the hogſhead, is 
often of great . and reſtores it to its ii good 5 
„„ 
Cuyder, when it is 8 is very apt to 10 that "I 1 
; - tl fpirit which renders it ſo pleaſant and briſk a liquor; 
therefore great caution is to be uſed with reſpec to the vent. 
The wild, furious, and ungovernable ſpirit ſhould be ſuffered 
to eſcape; which may eaſily be effected, by leaving a ſmall 
vent open for a few days; after which the barrel muſt be 
| Cloſe ſtopped, for if it gets any vent, the liquor will ſtand a 
great chance of being entirely ſpoiled; on the contrary, if 
well bunged, though it may dead and flat at firſt, it will 
| ſoon recover itſelf, maturate, and be fit for drinking. This 
particular part of the management of cyder is critical, and 
depends greatly on the temperature of the air, fo that it is 
impoſſible to give any abſolute directions about it, as ſome- 
thing muſt ſtil] be left to be ned by EXPETICnER,, and 1 
a verned by diſcretion. _ 


J muſt give one particular piece of 3 to . as in- 


tend making cyder, which is, that they diligently watch 
the alterations in it upon every change of weather, as a ſmall 7 
neglect, at ſuch times, is often fatal to many hoglheads, and 
| the danger is much greater in ſummer than in winter. 7 

| There is ſcarcely any diſeaſe incident to this liquor, but 
what may eaſily be cured by a timely application: if it i? 
only alittle inclined to tartneſs, wheat, managed as above 7 
mentioned, will cure it; and the ſame thing is alſo very 
good to preſerve it, when it is drawn out of one caſk into 
another: the quantity when the liquor is tart is about half 

a peck to a hogihead | ;TI have ſometimes eren 8 a t = 
more. 1 
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LINES : 


E T Woun Eick. — 


This gane remedy will, I fay, often cure the tartneſs I 
mentioned; but ſometimes, when it is very thick and fouriſh, 


it may be neceſſary to raiſe a new fermentation, to purge off 
the impurities, and make them ſubſide: this may be ſoon 
done by bruiſing the fleſh of a few apples to a pulp with ſome 


of the liquor, andputting the whole into the bung-hole of the 


_ veſſel; this will raiſe a ferment, and cure the cyder : when 
that is over, it will be proper to draw it off into another 


caſk 3 and it will alſo be a very uſeful preca ution, 0 oat 1 


into the laſt- mentioned veſſel about a quarter of a peck of 
wheat, prepared as I have already directed: this will give 


it new life and ſpirits, and * it op math and drink 5 
much pleaſanter. 


I have ſometimes alſo ub; 8 . to cure tart 5 


Wa ; but it has not always ſucceeded with me; why, I can- 
not ſay, as ſome people, who live not many miles from me, 
have great dependence on it. Something may depend on their 
ſoil differing from mine, though this may, to ſome of your 
readers, ſeem to have a very remote analogy to the caſe in 
hand. The remedy is, to break half a dozen new-laid eggs, 
and beat them up, ſhells and all, till they are brought to a 
ftothy oil: this is put into the bung-hole of a hogſhead, and, 
asl am credibly informed, ſometimes proves a very elficacious : 
remedy : it has — with me, but not ſo often as to 
induce me to depend much upon it; I mention it, 


however, as it may prove of more | efficacy with wen, : 
- 2HOW: it has with m. 


An induſtrious planter will, by 0 ths conſtancy 4 his * 5 


ſervations and remarks, always have it in his power to cure 
his own liquor by receipts of his own diſcovering; and for 
this purpoſe I would recommend, that he be continually 


making experiments, and that whatever trials he makes, 


be in various modes and proportions; for the remedy that 

may be of no ſervice in one form, may poſſibly be very 
efficacious when altered with judement, which judgment . 
en only be acquired by experience and obſervation. 


It is to be noticed, that, if the cyder is acid, and at the 


our time clear, it is in a very N Nate, being but 
Vor. II. No. 7. | E 


rarely = 
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| the cure is ſcarcely worth attempting. 


into a hogſhead for it to feed on; at other times I have 


2 peck of the meal to a hogſhead. 


I never uſe it now, ſeldom having found any great effect 


mut, I. think, ſtrongly impregnate it with its fiery particles, 


and thereby greatly irritate the maſs of blood, and inflame 
the lungs of ſuch as drink any quantities of liquor wherein 
it has been infuſed: others, however, may differ in opinion 
from me: I know, indeed, many. that do lo; ; therefore 7 


_ only declare my opinion, 


| ſtances, and what vegetables yield. 


what their fathers practiſed cannot be wrong. 


rarely . therefore, in general, when this is the caſe, 


I have often uſed wheat for the recovery of my eyder i in 
othar forms, ſometimes putting about half a peck, unground, 


made dough of coarſe meal with the bran in it, adding ſome 
leaven, uſing no ſalt, and putting warm cyder, or white 
wine, inſtead of water, in the mixture: this dough I make 
into lumps about as large as my fiſt, and thruſt them into 
the bung- hole of the hogſhead, the quantity deins about t 


Many mix different kinds of pic with abate ee, 
: ene n ginger, which they think of great ſetvice; but 


reſulting from it, and being of opinion that it renders the 
cyder more unwholſome than it can poſſibly i in its own na- 
ture be; for, though the ginger may not make any very 
ſenſible alteration in the immediate taſte of the liquor, it 


There is one ian. 3 00 by i 
which I cannot help deteſting, that is, putting animal fleſh | 
in their liquors: ſome put ſeveral pounds of veal into a 
hogſhead; others, pork, beef, and mutton; and ſorry I 
am to have it to lay, J have known ſome put horſe-fleſh to 
chuſe, thinking it preferable to the flcſh of any other ani- 
mal. What can be the reaſon for ſuch their opinion, Tam 
quite at a loſs to learn, being ſenſible, that there is a very 93 
material difference betwixt ſpirits extracted from animal ſub- _ 


I, for my own particular part, am not fo jnfatoated by Z 
7 prejudice my reaſon neee of the Ferie therefore „ 


ſl 5 They do this, I believe, by preſcription, thinking that 9 
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ET COMMERCIALE 13 


Fou will, I hope, gentlemen, excuſe the manner in 


' which theſe detached ſentiments, on a particular ſubject, are 
put together : : J am an old man, and therefore do not love 


much trouble ; otherwiſe, as on a ſecond reading I did not, 


' myſelf, approve of my manner, I ſhould have clothed 

them a-new. I comfort myſelf, however, with the reflec- 

tion, that your readers will be more attentive to the matter 
than the manner: my meaning is good, and that is all the ; 


merit I preſume to arrogate to myſelf. 


With a perfect approbation of the many valuable pieces 
contained i in your ORs I ſhall now SORE, that 1 7 
_ with we truth, : 


GEN LEMEN, 
pO An admirer, 8 10 


Hereford, March 2 1 8 1 of your wor k, 


An n PLANT DR, Y 


5 a — — ” ” : dig 


NUMBER KI. 


4 Letter 1 FR 5 the . on the beſt Methods f planting 77 7 5 
low Trunchions, ſaving Lucern Seed, and FORE Mage- 


Zan Beans 7 OE nn 


areas . 


Send you ſomething for EY Muſeum Sb firſt, 8 
infallible and ſure method of planting willow-trunchions . 


in 1 any ſoil. 


have but little around; PE e make) many expe- | 
: riments, which, if I have leiſure, I May's communicate for 8 


your: valuable collection *. 


I ſet twenty willow-ſets (the | elle tai e or 
white willow) trunchions, ſix or eight feet long; ſloping 
Wang at the bottom, e round, with the bark off above 


G „ 5 a bands 


5 We ſhould. be rently obliged + to this FAT hs the 5 
1 communication of his experiments, but could wiſh ey were | 
3 ! more at large chan thoſe now all E. 
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„ e 
a hand's breadth: I ſet them in round holes, digging out 
with the ſpade two feet deep, and then a deep hole with an 


_ tainly good, but the — would be. too — in contigerabie-. 
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iron crow, and chopped and rammed the turf in firſt, and 


then rammed the looſe mould upon that, as you would fer 5 
a gate · poſt: : they were firſt ſoaked three weeks in water. 


l ſet twenty on a ſaady 1 on the turf Parts. in holes Z 
a foot ſquare. 5 


1 fer twenty, in the ſame manner, on lvl turf ad 


and twenty alſo in looſe land, that was "Oy dug; all in 
3 the month of February. | 
Thoſe on the looſe ground al grew; as alſo thoſe on the : 
25 Soak ; (there was no water in the ditch, for it was a perfect 


red ſand, and no 8 at bottom). thoſe on level n all 
| died. | | 


' You ſe, then, the n of 108 willows on banks, : 
. near the ſea, or any where; or in looſe earth. 


I ſend you, alſo, the beſt way of ſaving the feed of lucern. 


Plant out three or four ſets, two or three years old, in 
| the wet months, in the richeſt ground you have, to the ſouth | 
ſun: when they run up high, ſtick a pole i in the middle, ana 
mall faggot-ſticks all round, and tic a band, or — = 
5 round them, but not too tigt. = 
Four plants will run up fix Get, a have tried 10 an 1 5 
7 bloſſom well, and bear good ſeed. ; 


Dry it well in bags, and rub it out by degrees. 'tis the | 


- belt of ſeed. = 
I clip the ſeed off, as it ripens, with a pair of ſciffars t: =_ 
I ſowed it laſt October, and ſhall plant it out in ſummer, : 5 
if the froſt don't kill it: I plant them out at a foot diſtance, 
in rows, round my garden, for borders, in the richeft ground; | 
and in ſummer, when in ee wa are near rig feet 


1 fow the magNan Sa at Curie: hs are a very 


15 feet hn leſs Wan _ — uy are __ good for 


horſes, 


+ 151 is * to be W hae our 1 e trials 
were in ſmall quantities: the principles of his practice are cer- 


concerns. * 
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ET COMMERCIALE. 26 
horſes, if cut while ſoft, with chaff-hay, in a box, and ſheok 
about in the barn, they will get dry and hard, will be excel- 
jent food, and make them perform double their work. 
I plant them quite thick, and deep, in a drill, and cover 

them with litter in froſts; and plant them out in ſpring, in 

| rows, near two feet en and four inches in the rows. 
I muſt ſend you the true art of l potatoes *. 
F „ 
Lite n Bucks. . | „ 


* * Ea 8 a 8 ——_——_ "I " 


. 


NUMBER xIl. 


4 Letter to the Editors, in ; Defmer of Denſoring, or Burn: 
| * Land. 


GrxrIEAEv, 


F I miſtake not, you have e frequently expreſſed a Ups - 
probation of den{hiring, or paring and burning land. . 
1 Give me leave, from ſome experience of my own, and more 
. of my neighbours, to ſay a word or two for it 1. N 
I will freely allow, that a great quantity of articles ber 
: _—_ kind I will not determine) are carried off the land in 
the ſmoke ; but certainly the greateſt bulk of the ſods re- 
mains in the aſhes; and in theſe aſhes are contained all or 
molt of the ſalts, whoſe weight will not allow them to fly Z 
85 off: theſe are returned to > the land again. in a much better 

| 5 | | Rate, 55 


* Whatever this bee alta to fend us the above, it 


weill meet with a very favourable reception; but we muſt again 
ö requeſt he will be a little more particular in his account. F. 


+ We hope our correſpondent will excuſe our omitting his 


: laſt paragraph, as it would by many have been interpreted into D 


” a puff fora work, of which 


tion. Beſides, if our correſpondent will again take the 5 : 
of reading our e Queſtions, * will Probably find his 
_ miſtake. 8 5 

* is, in many parts of England, the generall et 

opinion, that this practice may be of ſervice to ſtiff heavy 


lands; but, for the moſt part, is a ofa injury to thoſe of * 
5 — quality. O. 


owever we teſtiſy no diſapproba- 


46 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
fate than while fixed to the _Y where they were of 
* little, or no uſe. 85 
I cannot find that the ſoil is any hhwer aſter lf land 
is laid down with ſeeds; and if not thinner, there are ſo 
many advantages from this management, as manuring the 
ground, deſtroying the ſeeds of weeds, opening the ſoil by 
the heat of the fire, and, above all, inſuring good crops to 
the farmer, and (if properly managed) preparing the ground 


for ſeeds, that I will boldly pronounce in favour of it, 
and have no doubt but it will, in Anme, be the univerſal : 


ſyſtem 4. 


L ſaid, if propetly managed; for if a farmer, after he | 
and burning his land, ſhall ſow crop after crop, till he finds 
it will bear no more corn, and then leaves it to take its 
chance, there can be no doubt but that it will be in a very 
bad ſtate, almoſt ruined; but this is not owing | to ene den- 
ay hiring, but to his own covetouſneſss. 
+ The ſyſtem I ſhould adviſe, and which moſt of our +1 in- 
5 telligent graziers follow, is, when the aſhes are ſpread, to 


plow it, and ſow turneps at Midſummer, on the firſt tilth: 


5 they cannot eaſily be hoed, nor do they require it, ſtanding 50 N 


5 generally thin enough, and growing very large 1. 


Suppoſe, then, turneps eaten off by March or 1 fol- 
| lowing: then let the ground be plowed well three or four f 
times, and harrowed after each plowing: at Midſummer 


IG; Denfhiring i: is not a new orafiice in Lapland. but bay been, : 

5 for ſome centuries, more or leſs uſed; therefore, was it poſſeſſed | 

of all the qualities aſcribed to it by our correſpondent, particu. 

larly that of always inſuring good crops to the farmer, it would 

certainly, before this time, have been more univerſally ar e 
and have become, perhaps, the univerſal ſyſtem. O. — 

I By this paſſage, we apprehend, our correſpondent means the 5 


Luncolnſhire graziers: if we are wrong, we ſhould be obliged 
to him to ſet us right. O. 


1 As this gent! eman obſerves, that ey none ZN not re- | 
 _quire hoeing in this way, we ſhould have been glad had he „ 
; q ual to your on an 


formed us what quantity of ſeed it 1s moſt al 
gere. 0. 


5 


ET COMMERCIAL E. 47 
ſow a \ ſecond crop of turneps “: this will be much better 
than the firſt, and muſt be eaten off with ſheep, in the ſame 
manner as the firſt crop. The ground will now be extremely 


fine; it muſt be plowed twice or thrice, and ſown with 
| barley : after the barley is taken off the TY plow 1 


once, and ſow wheat at Michaelmas. 
Theſe are the four firſt crops, the firſt year turneps, the 


| ſecond year turneps, the third year barley, fourth year wheat, 
' Theſe crops will be all very good, as the land will be in 


heart, and the farmer will be Yery well paid for his trouble 5 


5 and expence. 


Wben the wheat is off, the farmed ſhould fallow his land 8 


. immediately, and the ſummer following give it a dreſſing of 
manure: at Midſummer (having, as I ſaid, manured it 
and plowed it well) let him again ſow turneps, and the 


ſpring following, barley and ſeeds, _ _ 
Of all the land I have ſeen managed i in this way, Ido not 


know any that has not ſucceeded, and been infinitely better | 
95 than it was before the denſhiring. - 


To inſtance a farm of two ande pounds a year, 


= which was let by my father to a very good induſtrious . 
telligent farmer, but who was tied up by covenant t from 15 
plowing any part of it +. | 


About twelve years ago, on n my father 8 th this inns. 


having had a conſiderable loſs in his cattle, defired, to plow 
ome land ſs: in the method T have mentioned: though 18 


- Bros © 


7m: "Ab it is very m in moſt countries to > fow : two facerlfes- 


crops of turneps, we ſhould be obliged to our correſpondent, if 
he would inform us what is the nature of the ſoil where this 
Practice is adopted; perhaps it may be fen land. O. 


＋ This paſſage, of the farmer's being tied up from plavine 


any part of his farm, .induces us to think that the ſoil, on which 1 
our correſpondent. ſo ſtrongly recommends. denſhiring, is fen 
land. which is a moory rich black earth in general. It will not 
be amiſs, on this occaſion, to refer our readers to a very ſenſible 
piece from a practical fen farmer, inſerted in our Firſt Volume. 
It is marked Number XCVII. page 418. and treats of tze 
culture of coleſeed in the fen countries: here our readers may 
va ＋ 85 the Oo in which land 25 there PREM 24 
durned. O. 


pay.” 


— — 3 * 


—— — 


r "i 22222 : — 


a 
ogy — 
* 


— 
— —— * 
r 
n 
— 


0 
E 
| 


- 1 — — -» — > 
on Poe rn AR = . wo WY __ _ — * _— * — 2 
. a hows * * 4 : ar 1 —— <a " 8 * os * , — 1 — —— 2 - wa * 
. 2 * _ 4 tw 4 N. 3 * = — — 0 = 
2— * * 1 - — 2 LY Y _ — 1 — — = 
* +a) ID 1 I es. OO. = 
' a” * £ 4 "IMs. g F . 2 
= * — — — - . A. ot = * = 


6 —— - __ — : —— l b 
WS 1 —— —— FRG. oak : 
—— —— — R > 2 5 — EY — * 
. EC Rees — U c ˙ = 


r 
— —— — . 


— 

© 

wh : 
% 


48 MUSEUM. RUSTICUM 

5 prejudiced as much as my father was againſt denſhiring, yet, 
willing to ſee the experiment, I conſented, and approving 
his firſt trials, allowed him yearly to 28 a burn ſome 
acres ever „ 
le now aſſures me, that * can, ad does hs: one third | 

more ſheep than he could before, and, I dare fay, is ſome 
hundreds richer for it. The conſequence I would draw i is, 
that if the farm will keep one third more flock, the land * 
certainly not the worſe for it. 
I have not now time to ſhew the difference . this 
management and that of plowing and ſowing the land 
without denſhiring, which, with ſome more e | 
5 1 muſt defer to another opportunity *. 

I! ſhould ſay a few words on Mr. Comber' s gies defence 
of his flovenly neighbours, (no one ever recommended the 
farmers of the Eaſt riding of Yorkſhire for a pattern) but do 
not think it fair, as 5 he has ſet his name to his Nas. whillt | 
8 I ſhall remain, | 5 


\ GenTLEME 
"Your very humble ren 


Rosricus. | 


NUMBER XIll, 


1 Letter. to the Editors, 7 which are act Hi nts for 4 
" Enquiries, reſpecting ſeveral Articles which might be uſefully 
cultivated, propagated, and menufadlured-i in th p $ out hern 5 


Provinces of America. 


| GenTLEMEN, 


AVING received great 3 from the nad of 9 
the Numbers that are already publiſhed of your Mu- 
Le Ryſlicun, &, and being JN, that your prin- 
| | 8 cipal 


= The gabe we 3 again fn this gentleman, the more 
3 it will be to us; and we could wiſh he had permitted 
us to make uſe of his name, as it would have done us ſo much 
| honour. When gentlemen of ſuch fortune and conſequence 
undertake the improvement of agriculture, it cannot certainly 
be mm before 1 it muſt bein a flouriſhing ſtate. . | 


CEPT 
A3 


Rs ö „ 
Ou Ss. ee 
2 wes, ; 


than hints for your future enquiries, reſpecting various ar- 


ticles, which ſeem particularly adapted to the ſoil and 


climate of the ſouthern colonies of North-America. 


E 9 How far the promoting the raiſing the ſubjoined produe- 
We in America might tend to the mutual advantage of 
this kingdom and the colonies, is beyond my capacity to 
determine: that ſuch an event would be productive of great 

1 Ward Teciprocal benefits, ee owe will be oy Mk 


enough to deny. 


A I am the more . to ns cohily ;nforatad of the wo 
Wprproved methods of managing the ſeveral articles J have taken 
the liberty to recommend to your future conſideration, as 
© being determined to ſettle in ſome of the ſouthern colonies 


the next autumn, and ſhould be glad to have it in my power 


to contribute towards the public welfare *, at the ſame 1 5 


wk 
. time that I purſued my own particular intereſt. 


. 


1 e e gorge = Ie 
" PO Your moſt humble Kerne. 
1 | | | | 
4 


- 0 1 An rich ne . Exquizy +. 


nn 1 are the beſt methods of nen * 


r 

A 

ws 44 UF 5 
5 

75 2 


1 after his arrival in America. A. 


1 9 + We ſhould be much indebted to ſuch of our correſpondents 2 


as would undertake to give this gentleman full anſwers to his 


1 ger communications, are very 3 of Omg” it. pg 5 


by 
| 


2X 


ET COMMERCIALE, 85 49 
ctipal aim in your | undertaking is to promote the public 
"welfare, it would be particularly pleaſing to me, to be able 
tio furniſh any information worthy your attention; but I am, 
from my ſituation and way of life, rendered incapable of 
contributing any thing towards your undertaking, further 


1 fincerely wiſh your labours may be e e of every 
ro benefit ___ ſeem calculated to promote, and am, | 


A SUn5CRIDER. : 


Hemp and Flax.—What ſoils are moſt proper for thoſe on 


| A 1 . This * — math dies us = continuing his 


| vera very important queſtions; and we are the rather induced 
3 ro make this requeſt, as we 4now many, who favour us with 
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50 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
and the beft methods to prepare them ſo as to tit them for a 
Britiſh market? 


| Cotton, — How many different kinds of this plant are il 


1 tivated; and in what countries is each kind prinepally cul- 


| = tivated? 


Is the cotton- plant of the Eof the ſame as that cultivated 


in the Wt Inates ? 


Why is.the cotton of Jamaica of a better quality t than that ; 


i of any other of the Weſt- India iſlands? 


Oil Olive, Figs, Raiſins and Currants.—The preſent | 
. moſt approved methods of ordering theſe ſeveral productions. 7 
__ Pot-aſh,—The various kinds of aſh now uſually in de- 

mand in theſe kingdoms, the ſubjects of which the different 


Kinds are made, and the proceſs for making each kind, 


Tea. How many ſpecies of this plant are there cultivated 
for this purpoſe.7 5 culture and method of curing — 


leaf, c. 


: Query. Would it be allowed t to ; be" pte ſhould 7 
be found capable of being cultivated in America?—and is 
it not probable that on enquiry the plant may prove to be 
Indigenous in America, as > the famous e and the filk- 


| worm are known to be? 


Sill. Are there any more + thads one e ſpecies of wu worm? 
What is the practice of the Chineſe | in rg. the 98 | 


5 worm ? 2 


How many different 8 of 1 As are the 1 
cultivated for this purpoſe, and in what countries is each 5 
11 different kind principally cultivated ? _ 


Is the mulberry of China the ſame as that of DIY 


What are the beſt methods of feeding filkworms in houſes? _ 


By what means are the eggs procured and preſerved ? 


Are there any methods by which the eggs may be re- 5 
„ tarded or haſtened in their hatching, and what are thoſe 55 
methods: 5 1 „ 8 
ee many ſilk balls a are - uſually wound 1 to con- 

- Rite the ſingle thread of the ſkain? and what is the Cir- 


Ez | 


' cumſerence of che er, ne quanticy of each {Kain I 


England, according to the Time they are Ripe. 


53 


Freer. 


ini . 
in 

ev ington 
bos 


Figs. 


eum wbine 
Blue c 


Black 


[White 
__ Black Currant | 
[Brown Iſchia|Royal Muſcadine| 
Black Ditto 5 
I Black Orleans 

{Biack Burgundy | 


5 1 Frontiniac 0 | 


| Pines. 


Parſley [dine 


Blue Dretto 


White Sweetwa-| 
„later 
Marcilles 


Malta Muſca- ; 


. Tranſparent : 


[Pome d'api 


Tus 


Golden err 
Margy! | 


_ [Non Pareil | 
5 Golden Ruſſeting 


* 


1 OcangeBergama 
7 ee 


5 | 


La Buree 
Verte Longue 
La Marquiſe 
INeſſire Jean 


Ist. Michel 


IChaſſery 

IAmbret 5 

IEſpine [Eſpagnel : 
Bon Chrétien d' 


Bon —— de 


Fears. | | 


Martinſec' 


Creſſan . 
Chaumontelle- 
Windſor _ 
Vir . 


. Germain 
Celina 


Wes 


Sundiy 


otber 
Fruits. 


| I 


--JCryſtal-. - 
White Dutch 


Amber 


[Red 
3 Laurence 
| Carters 


Currants. 


Red Dutch | 
| White Ditto 


Maelons. 


en IF 


Black 


| White 5 


. :lberts 5 


Quince. 


8 


Pear 


Apple 


|  {ainuts » 


[Services 


Medlarts 5 


Oranges 


China 
Sevilles 
Lemons 


* 


81 


—— — — — Z— 
9 * 


F —— — # 2 * Þ — > : - . * * . FE 4 RS. ce ent, — 4 — ER 
THIS OI tage arte 4 - 5 l rh, - iy i ms 2 þ4 * q — * 7 * — 2 4 —  -- "$2 4 — egy * r Arn 


rr re 2 — — hed . - — . 2 — 5 5 - - Gy = 
12 2 == —— a - I 5 . 2 . _— _ 
= — - 2 4 9 : l l = — - £ 1. C > a by. 2 9 2 RE: 2 E 


— Hoe roo 


NUMBER XV. 


LISTS of the Bel 


” I 


** La 


7 


—— e . 2 = * 2 
Nele I err * = — 8 
75 a _— 2 as. 5 1 25 
— 


— 


n 


12 * _ , * 


_ — 


0 be V. 


— 


.. 
— 5 — * 


November. 


r 


Strawberries. 


3 
Red-Wood 
White-Wood 
Green 
Hautboy _ 
Alpine, which. 


November © 
Goree 


September, 


produces fruit 2 


every month ili 1 


Cherries. 


Early May 


5 May Duke | 


Black Heart 7 
Bleeding Dize9 
Gaſcoigne Ditto 


Caroon 
Orleans 


Great Heartlib 
: Carnation 


1 Holman Duke * 
= vile 


Luke War cen 


F 


Orleans 
Reine Claude 
Roche Corbon 
Green Gage 


___ JVerdock 
7g Imperatice | | 
Imperial 
Blue Faden 
Fotheringhham 


Promordian 


5 = Queen Mother 
hr Le Royal 
IDras D'Or 

I. Catharine 2 


| R ed Nutr. 1 


White lz 1 
Alderge 


5A DoubleMa 
- INobleſ; 
-IBourden 


Teton de. 
IChancelo! 


55 Ann Pexc: 


--[Catharitt 


- |: 


Pan 


; 


very g 
| earl 


IMinion : : 
Old Nev 


Incompa 


Montaub 
Dutch pe 
Double 8 
Red Mage 
Belchevet 


Admitadl 
Burdock 


1 : 2 
GH 


— 


| 
| 


December. 


ET COMMERCIALE.: vx 
Query. Would it not be worth while to enquire whether 
2 particular kind of ſilk might not be obtained from the 
worms Which feed on the par/imon tree in Carolina, and 
which make pods ſimilar to the common filkworm, except 
being larger, and the ſilk of a brown colour ? 
Wine — The practice of the ſeveral wine countries in n the ; 
cultivation of the vine and management of their wines. 

| The ſeveral ſpecies of vines from whence various kinds 


of wines are made. 
Query. —Is it not very probable, an excellent. wine, ſimilar 


to that of Madeira, might be produced in Bermudas, as the 


nature of the 2 and under ſtratum 1 to indicate? 85 


NUMBER xlv. 


4 Letter to the Bditars, « on the Briefs of 1 15 atering Lars = 


in Dry Seaſons. : 


Gkarikaa, | 


"WROTE to you e t time ago concerning the be- 
I nefit of watering land in dry ſummers, which was in- 
ſerted in your Muſeum Ruſticum, and is marked No, LVII. 

1 5 in Volume the Firſt, in which you deſired 1 would inform 95 


you of ſome remarks made on that letter, 


„First, Lou deſire to know Ty, Towel ſo mary forts 7 
of graſs ſeed. - . 
My reaſon Was, out of ſo many, ne rial ſucceed, and = 
others fail, as the ſoil ſuited each particular part more than 
the reſt: for inſtance, the rib, or plantane graſs, never 
came up, though a ſmall patch of it, ſowed at the fame time 

in my garden, to ſee its nature, grew and throve: on an- 
bother part of the field, near the pond before mentioned, 
1 5 the rey- graſs alone exceeded the reſt of the graſſes; from. - 


which, I imagine, it thrives beſt in moiſt places. 


- _ Secondly, I am defired to inform you what time ic of the . 
26; year the watering was performed. 9 


* 


| > HS MUSEUM RUSTICUM 

It was in July, the crop being ſown in April: as fo the 
number of turns the cart took, I never kept an account; 
but do remember, as it went up the field, it did more than 


water to the end; therefore the upper part received a dou- 


ble watering, as the cart always continued running above 
ga quarter of the way back again, which was not reckoned 
as any thing, the cart ſtill keeping its line, and going over 


tihe upper part again, though before watered, that is, from 5 
the lower hedge to the upper hedge. It 5 ag fre dares 
about an acre a day : we always contrived to drive the 


cart ſo as the off-wheel ſhould go in the fame tract that 
the near wheel went in before. 


Thirdly, I am to anſwer this ation; What were the 


crops which preceded the ſowing the graſs? 


The crop was red clover, ſowed among wheat: before 


wheat it was ſowed with vetches, or thetches.. 


I believe 1 have now fully anſwered all ne remarks 


5 a on my letter. 


l¶˖ muſt now, in my turn, aſk: a few 3 of ms of Þ 
| your correſpondents ; if they will inform me how I muſt 
treat a field that produces moſs, though it lies on a hill, 


5 the ſoil clay: it has been dunged about three years ago with 


5 hog-dung; two years before that, very well ſooted; two 
years before, only laid down with graſs from wheat, being , 
| accounted the beſt wheat land in my farm, I deſire to 
Know if lime is proper to cat off the moſs, or if it would 
de better to harrow it up, which, 1 am told, Kills: the moſs, DE 
| and does not hurt the graſs. „ 8 
I 1 ſhall be obliged to ſome of your inclligen readers for e 


5 information. I: am, 
— nt GenTLenen, 5 5 
| North of \ Herfordlire, Your moſt bumble bene, 


5 p. 8. A diſtiller i in i this 8 manures * . 
Lg with a water-cart pierced with holes, and filled with his 


: hogs urine, which he : preſerves | ina ” for that e. 2 
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I Early Ann 


2 Nobleſſe. - 


7 1 Incomparaple. 
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NUMBER XVI. 


* L185 T of the ſeveral Kinds + FRUIT TREES, 
| planted in his Grace the Duke of —— —'s New Kitchen- 


Garden, at 


— in Nottinghamſhire, in the Autumn 


of the Year 1755 adapted to their ſeveral Aſpetts, &c. &c. 


De Numbers on this 1 i refer to leet on the Plan ſent fo. 


: PIs Grace 


No. 1. 7 
Gain the Upper South. 
Wall, of 330 Feet, 23 


F rees, at 14 Feet 6 Inches 4 
3 : Diſtance, = 


mY 


Sixteen Packen 
=Þ White Nutmeg 
1 Red Nutmeg 


e eee Minion 
2 Red Magdalen 


I Early Newington | 
2 Royal George 
2 True Vanguard 
1 Old Newington | 


nn Seven Nettarines, 
3 Red Roman 
3 Newing ton 
5 1 Fairchilds Early. | YN 


"No: 2. Fe 


- Againſt the Lower 3 
5 Wall, of 546 Peet, 39 
Trees, at 14 Feet Diſtance. | 


_ Twenty-eight Peaches, - 
2 Catherine P. „ 
2 Late Admirable = : 
2 Bourdine 
2 Yellow Alberge | 
5 2 Muſk Violet 
Vor. II. No. 7. 


| 4 | Nobleſſe 


2 Purple or Pourpree 
2 Roſanna 

2 Old Newington 

2 Montauban 


2 Millets Minion 


2 True Minion 


A | 2 9 George. 


Eleven Nectarines. 


| 3 Red Roman 


3 Newington 


I 2 Scarlet-come- clean 
42 Red Italian 
[1 . . 


; | Aras the 3 Eaſt 
| Wal), 194 Feet, 1 3 Trees, 
. 14 Feet 10 Inches Di 


| Nance, = 
Five Arion. ; 
7 + Tuckey © 
I Roman 

1 Bruſſels „ 
1 Royal D 
I Breda. 


2.2 Maney Cherries. 
4 May Duke. 
Four Plum. : 


W= 2 ; Ges Gage 


12 2 Blue Perdrigons, 
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#6 + MUSEUM. 
I, No. 4. 


Ag ainſt the Lower W ft | 


Wall 195 Feet, 13 Trees, 


at 14 Feet 11 Inches Di- 


Nance. | 
700 Gb 
2 Black Hearts. 
Y Four Flamt. 
1 Semiano | 
1 Drap D Dre | 
4 iolee 
he Damaſk Ver 30 Ebbe 
Two Apricots. 
OT Maſculine 
I Eruſſels. „ 
Two Peaches. 
1 1 Karly: Newington 
1 Muſk Violet. 
TWioo Cherries. 
2 W hire Hearts. 
N I 5 
A gainſt the Upper Faft\ Wal all 


185 Feet, 13 Trees, at 


IS Feet 1 Inch Diſtance. 

Four Cherries, 
. \ Harriſors Hearts. . 

4 May Dukes; 

TT Five Plum: 
2 Green Gages 

I Imperatrice 

2 La Royale, 

. Four Cherries. 

on 2 Bending Hearts 

2 Carnations. ED 


= "No & 


"aint the . Weſt 


Wall, 185 Feet, 13 Trees, 


©n 6 Feſt 2 Inches Di. 
2 Morocco 


| Nance. Os 
1 0þ Nine Peaches, 

7 = Noble 3 

2 Red Magdalens pe 
2 Double | Pin =, 


46 Morellas 
| 2 Dukes. 


1 3 Bonum Magoum, 


RUSTICUM. 


2 Belhouſe 

1 Belchevereuſes. 
Four Nectarines. 
2 Elruges e 


1 Murray 
1 Piſa. 


"No. 


I4 Feet 4 Inches Diſtance, 
Mine Plums. 
3 Bonum Magnum 
3 Royal Dolphins 


3 Imperials. 


Nine Cherries, | 


The Pears: at 23 ; Feet + 
Inches Diſtance, | 


1 Eleven Pears, 
2 Cardilliac 


2 Perkinſon Wardens 


1 Jargonell 


| 2 dt. Germains 
+234 rellans. ö 


P 


Noe. 8. 


; Aginſt the Upper North 0 


Wall, 485 Feet, 34 Trees, 


ſtance. 
Twenty Chet riet. 


| 7 Morel as. 


1⁰ May Dukes. 
Fourteen Plums, 
2 Royal Dolphins 


2 White Pears 
3 Green Gages 
2 Dupan Valure 


Ageinſt the Lower North 7 
Wall, 514 Feet, 29 Trees. 
The Ph: ms and Cherries at 


2 Dr. Uvidall's Germain 5 


| 8 at 14 Feet 6 Inches Dis : 


No, 


8 

9 5 
f 
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5 
"30 
+; 


LY 
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0 
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2 Rel 
"I 2 Large Blue 


Bares Rouge 
I Virgoluce _ 
1 © Colmar. 
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| No. 9. 
Againſt the Eaſt Wall, Out- 
ſide of the Lower Garden, 
194 Feet, at 20 Feet 8 
Inches Diſtance. | 


Nine Pe "Ars. 


2 Buree Du Rot 


2 Colm Ars 


2 St. Ge main 


2 Creſſans . 


= 4 — 


Nor: 10. 


5 Againſt the Eaſt Side of this 


South Wall, 54 Feet, 3 

Trees, at 15 Feet 8 Inches 

Diſtance. . 
FTpbret Rigi. 


— 6 


. 11. 


South Wall, 4 Trees, at 
1 5 F eet 3 Inches Diſtance. 
Feur hd 5 


"No- 7 


out the Wall, 3 T TEES. 
Three Pears. 7 


2 hats 
: L dt. Germain. 


"No. 15. 


I Amin the Et Side, 3 


Trees. 


Tbere Pears, 


1 Bel De Chaumontelle 


"No. I4. 
Feu Pear Trees 


- 3 Early White Marſeilles. — 4 The South Eſpalier, next. 


Againſt the Welt Side of the | | 


7 Againſt the Weſt Side with. | 


| 1 Swans Egg. 


2»„ꝛ — _— 2 


—4 


1 Virgoluce 
1 Royal DP'Hyver 
x Petit Oyin 


1 Crelſlan 


L St. Germain | 


ee TOI eee 


No. 15. f 


| The Eaft Efpalier, in the 


hat Garden, 9 Trees, 
"at 18 Feet Diſtance. 
Nine 8 8 icots. 
3 Bruſſels 
3 Royal Orange 
3 Breda, 5 


— N —_ 


ORs 16 


the Stove, 14 Trees. 
Fourteen Pigs. 8 

2 Brunſwick: . 

3 Early Blue 

3 Early White 

3 Royal oy. 

8 Bed. 


5 17. f 5 6 
The Weſt Eſpalier in the 
Upper Garden, 9 Trees. 


Nine Cher ries, | 


8 3 Dukes 


5 ier 
2 White Hearts. e 


Ne. 16. 
The Faſt Eloatior ©. in the 
Lower Garden, 9 Treet. fy 


Mine Plums, 
3 Groen Gage 
2 Orleans 
2 M: atchleſs 


5 * jolet, 


I'S; 5 Mb; 


58 
No. 1 


. 10. 
The South Eipalier in the 
Lower Garden, 17 Trees. 


Seventeen Pears, 
1 Early Muſcat 

1 Muſk Roberts 

x Muſk Blanquet 

1 Callow Roſeat 
x Hamdens Bergamot 

2 Engliſh 5 
2 Jargonell 

2 Swans Egg 

I Auguſt Muſcat | 
2 Creſſans 

5 3 1 


* 


No. 20. 


The Weſt Eſpalier in the 
; "Lower Garden, 9 Trees, 


Nine Plums. 


2 Green Gage 

2 Queen Naber 
2 Damaſk Ver de Coeur | 
2 Black Damaſk 

= Morocco. . 


Sorts of Ti for the Hot- | 


Wall. 


| Seventy Ituen Pines. 
Jux | 


W 


» 


* 


Dore South Wall 
I Lower South Wall 
| Lower Eaſt Wall 

| | Lower Weſt Wall 
Upper Eaſt Wall 
| Upper Weſt Wall 
| Lower North W all 
On Dito ©: 
| Veen North Wall 


MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
| Black Sweet-Water 


White Sweet- Water 


| Royal Muſcadine or White- 


Chaſlalas 


| Old Muſcadine 


Blue Muſcadine 
Black Cluſter 


Blue Hamburgh 
| Red Hamburg 


St. Peter 


[White Madeira 
nne 
Red Raiſin 


White Raiſin 


White Frontiniac 
| Black Frontiniac 
| Blue Frontiniac 


| Griſley Frontiniac 
Black Muſcat © 
| White Muſcat. g 


4 Standard Trees N on tbe 5 


different Aſpetts. 
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KH f 7 NUM B ER XVII + 
. ; "ol Later Eh Ar. , Gardener to his Grace the Duke 
FF of ——, to Mr. ———, Nurſery Man near Kenſington, 
#5 relative 40 the Fruit Trees contained. in the lajt Article, 
5 REC EIVED yours of the 26th inane, mentioning my : 
I dot giving you an account of the ſueceſs of the fruit 


4 trees you furniſhed his grace with. 
The great encomiums eveiy one gave the fruit, that taſted | 
it this year, particularly his grace and his company, who 
happened to be here at the time of its greateſt perfection, 
I made no doubt had reached your ears, which was the only 
treaſon I did not trouble you with any account about them; 
but if it has happened that his grace has not ſeen you, you _ 0 
may expect from him a very ſatisfactory account of them. . 
Ihe trees in general have ſucceeded ſo well, that I believe 
they are inferior to none of their age; and, though the walls | 
are twelve feet high, they are in great part well furniſhed gd 5 
with wood to the top. I had plenty of peaches aud net. 
rrines this year, chiefly on thoſe on ſtandard ſtocks, of the = 
> _ Montaubon, Nobleſſe, Red Magdalen, and Millets Minion, 
il peaches; and the nectarines in general; ſome on other ſorts, 
 - and on ſome ſorts none at all 3 and, although it has been a 
very unkind year in general for fruit, yet I can aſſure you, 
I think I never taſted better. I have a warm dry ſoil, and 
| ſhould I have a kind ſpring and warm ſummer next year, 
as this was the reverſe, I don't doubt of having as good fruit 
as any in the kingdom, except none. This you may think 
extraordinary, to expect ſucceſs in a dry ſoil, equally in a 


n 
—— 


K. 


8 rr r * 22 *. 
r 8 r 7 0 DE bre 
* — q « 2 LC. 
bs : 2 > 0 e 


2 = 2 


vet or dry ſeaſon; but a man of buſineſs will allow, that \ 
L induſtry and experience, with the aſſiſtance of a hearty good | 
5 will, can do a great deal. The peculiar ſituation of his = 
FE _ grace's garden is ſuch, that with a great deal of trouble - 
3 I have made ſuch conveniencies as 1 have not elſewhere | 
ſeen, and cannot fail (barring uncommon blights in the e | bf 
ſpring) of producing ſuch ſucceſs as will agreeably furprigls Y 
— all Judges who lee them for a long time to come. 1 am, | 5 jt 

ZR, 


5 Dee. 24, 1763. : 0 Your humble ſervant. 
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NUMBER XVIIL 


| 4 FEY to the Editors, from a Maher of 1 the Society, | on the 
| Juperior Excellence of Timothy Er aſs, and the great Advan- 
tage that will accrue to the Farmer, by cultivating it on low 
"un or wet e and bogey y or r ſenny Land, 0 


? 5 


Gr NTLEMEN, 


2 A SPIRIT for improving our artificial paſtorel ſeems to 
| be raiſed in moſt counties of England, which I in 2 
great meaſure attribute to the circulation of your valuable 
5 work. 
. burnet graſs, cultivated with nich: ſucceſs by Mir. 
2 Rocque of Walham- -green, 1s in univerſal requeſt, inſomuch 
that he will, I am apt to think, find it difficult to ſupply 
: this year, the very large demands he has for the ſeed. e 
Not the leaſt doubt can be made of the excellence of this 
paſture, as it has been proved, on repeated trials, that i it 
far beyond any thing of the kind yet brought into uſe. 
A member of our ſociety, in a piece marked Number LII, 
page 233, of your firſt Volume, informs the public of ſome 


particulars reſpecting the Timothy gra, In ſome places | 


he is right, but in many others has been deceived or miſ- 
informed. He fays, The Timothy graſs i is not perhaps the 
| ſweeteſt, or the beſt that can be cultivated. By this he ſhould - 
| ſeem to inſinuate, that it is but indifferent in its quality; 

' whereas the contrary is the fact; for, if we may judge by the 
preference cattle give ty it exceeds in ſweetneſs molt others : 
that grow, | f 
Some time ſince, an experiment 1 wa GOD? is this mane 


L A ſquare piece of land was plowed, and reduced toa very hne ED 


tilth: it was then divided into four equal quarters or nh 
on the firſt was ſown a proper quantity of lucern ſeed ; 
another quarter, fair :tfoinz on a third part, clover; 3 on 
me fourth, or remaining quarter, was ſown the ſeed of the 
=, Time : 


ET COMMERCIALE. "5+ oY 
7 mot hy graſs. Theſe ſeveral plants were ſuffered to grow. 
till they were in a condition to be depaſtured by catile. 
When they were all arrived at a proper growth, horſes, 
black cattle, cows and ſheep, were promiſcuouſ]y turned 
into the field, with an intent to obſerve which of the graſſes 
the ſeveral ſorts of cattle would ſooneſt take to, it not being 
at all imagined, that they would all prefer one kind. How- 
ever, this was the caſe, for the Timothy graſs was eaten by 
_ them quite bare before the other ſorts were touched, though 
they were at liberty to range over the whole field. This 
was a convincing proof, that the Timothy graſs was pre- 
ferred by them all to the other three ſorts of graſs above 
mentioned; and after ſuch an experiment, few will, I 
believe, diſpute its excellence, or think it not e : 
cultivating. _ 
I find alſo that Mr. Rocque, in an anſwer to a kie' 
ſent him by Mr. Corbett, of Salop, mentions the Timothy 
grass, (Vol. I. page 309.) but it is only modeſtly to 
_ obſerve, that he cannot from experience ſay any thing re · 
; lative to it „ | | 77 
I know that very many al. ; your BE Oe are 1 of 5 
being informed of the nature of this grafs, which infor- 
mation I am very happy i in being able to Tire them through 
your means. . 
This plant was firſt taken notice of - in North e 
and ſeems to be a native of Virginia, where it grows, with- 
out cultivation, to a great height, on mooriſn ſwampy | 
- grounds. | ; | | 
Some years ago the ſeeds of this plant \ were renin from 
Virginia, by one Mr, Timothy Hanſon, to North Carolina, 
Vhere it is now cultivated by the inhabitants; and from this 
circumſtance it received the name it now bears. 
It thrives moſt, as I ſaid before, in low, damp, marſhy 
p grounds; for in ſuch ſoil and ſituation it will produce a fine turf | 
in three weeks from the time of ſowing the ſeed, It is very 
luxuriant, grows to a conſiderable height, and has in ſome 
ſort the appearance of Wheat or r rye, having a broad blade | 
or eh, 
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After the experiment above receited, it is certainly 1 unne- 


ceſſary to obſerve, how fond all ſorts of cattle are of this 


herb whilſt in a green growing ſtate; but it will not be 


improper to add, that they are nearly, if not quite, as fond of | 


it, when dried and made into hay: but when it is intended 


ſor this uſe, it ſhould always be mown when it is in full ſap, 
juſt before it flowers, for if it is left longer before it is cut, 
being ſo Juxuriant and quick a grower, it becomes harſh, 
and is much dryer and more chirky _— than when it is 
.cut in its prime. | 


I have more than once ſeen. the Tad graſs, which 


Mr. Rocque, 1 in his letter above referred to, mentions to have | 
| fown in September laſt: it is now ſurprizingly forward, 


having vegetated during the courſe of almoſt the whole 
winter. There is one particular ſpot of this land, which 


has been for a long time covered with water; i yet | is the : 


plant almoſt as luxuriant there as in any other part . 
T would by all means recommend this plant to the notice 


: of the gentlemen who are improving their eſtates in Ireland, 


as I know of no graſs that is ſo well adapted to be ſown in 


| their bogs, and will at the ſame time yield ſo conſiderable 
2 profit, by being an exellent fodder, either green or dry. 


It is not at all to be doubted, but that with a little ob- 


ſervation, and a few experiments made with judgment, 


certain graſſes might be tound a to every circumſtance 
of ſoul and lituation. | 


IE A great 


0 We hive ahi i” to inform the public, that Mr. 
P.ocque's experiments, on the culture of the Timothy graſs, 


have been attended with all imaginable ſucceſs ; and it is likely | 
to be a valuable acquiſition to the Britiſh huſbandry, as it ſeems t 
_ thrive well on lands of very different qualities, viz. dry uplands 
and wet marſhy grounds: : 1t cannot fail therefore being or. 
_ immenſe utility to ſome eſtates in the low fenny countries. The 


fact, mentioned by our correſpondent, of this plant's thriving, 


though for a long time covered with water, is, to our know- 
ledge, literally true, having very lately ſeen Mr. Rocque” $ 


ground, in the wet parts of Which the Timothy graſs 1s in 


good proof. N. 
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A great deal depends on the judgment of the farmer, 
exerciſed in the arrangement of his crops; and the nature 
of the ſoil is always principally to be conſulted, for ſuch 
artificial graſſes, as would do very well on a light ſandy folly 
| would ruin the farmer if ſown on a clay. 
I have not now leiſure to enlarge on this part of a 5 
bandry, but ſhall not fail ENG another e of 
going it.: I am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Jour humble ſervant, 


A MEMBER of the Sociz Ir 
Harnſtead, March 16, ite. 1 ARTS. 
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NUMBER XIX. 


4 Latter to the Editers, on the Means of phie the Poor 
. With Br. ad- Corn and Fuel ata a OM. Rate. Et 


| GovTLetEs, 


(HE provident ant t lays up a flock. in 1 to 
ſupply the demands of nature in the winter; and 
Re ns live on the ſides of mountains, where torrents 
ruſh down in winter, but where there is a perfect dearth 
of water in ſummer, dig pits in the channels of the little 


brooks, which ſerve as repoſitories of water for the ſervice _ 


of themſelves and their: cattle. during the ſummer fol- 
ſtice. 
Politicians (who, if they — 2 any knowledge at all, 3 a 
derive it from the view of nature, and a mature contem- 
plation of the works of the Great Author and Director of 
the univerſe) have in moſt civilized countries inſtituted 
granaries for the ſupply of corn in the time of dearth; and 
I 'was once very fond of a ſcheme for doing ſomething of 
the ſame kind in this iſland ; and I had deſigned my grand 
. repolitory at Carriſbrook- Caſtle, in the 1/e of IWight, the -- 
place of confinement of the unfortunate King Charles Zo 
the Firſt. 88 . 8 
Vol, II, Ne. 7. % 
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My pitching upon that place mote particularly was, be- 


cauſe of the eaſy conveyance of the grain 1% and from it; 
and that, being an iſland, it was leſs ſubject to popular in- 
n e on every light diſguſt ; a diſtemper this king- 


dom is too apt to feel the ill effects of. 
Whilſt I was meditating on theſe things, which 1 was 


many years ago, the late Signior Guaſtaldr, miniſter from 
the republic of Genoa, came to make me a viſit : and upon 
my aſking him, whether, in his country, public granaries 
had not been found of ſervice, he ſaid, at Genoa there 
was no doing without them; and that the ſtate had always 
ſeven years proviſion before-hand. But, ſays he, In your 7%, 
1 quite different ; for you annually. grow more than you eat; 


| and, if J am not miſi Informed, it is hardly one year in twenty, | 


that the produce of the earth is not fully ſufficient for the in- 
Habitants of it : therefore your buſt nefs Hhauld rather be, to. 
| take care how to get a market for your fuperflutty abroad. 
Net, I have been told, 2 negligent is the police here, that, „ 

cůeertain times, the public have given a bounty to tranſport the 
corn from the mouths of your own people, who « at r Fat. very - 
iime flood in great need of it. 


Tam forry to ſay the remirk of this arndt foreigner 
had too much foundation i in truth ; yet, I think, the i injury 


he complains of may be eaſily redreſſed, by diſallowing 
the bounty when the price of corn exceeds the mean rate '$ 3 
and, when beyond ſuch a certain Tai; 2 total pro- 

| hibition of exportation. | 


Satisfied I am, that the common tel of Kieling 


corn in the midland parts of England, which preſerves _ 
a good many years, will fully anſwer the ends of granaries; 

: and if all grain was to be ſold by weight, inſtead of mea- 
ſure of capacity, it would at once bring that commodity 
through the realm to be fold by one rule and ſtandard; 

ebe want of which has been complained of in almoſt every 
reign ſince the conqueſt, and 158 hitherto without 8 

| redreſs. | ES n NS 


Thus may the public bs affured. af ly and Juſtice: 


hue Mill, unleſs the e will do bis . in ſetting 


the 


Ys, v4 
<8 
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the aſſize, and puniſhing the fraudulent baker, the face of 


the poor will be ground; but if the meaſure be ſettled, the 
Bounty regulated, and the magiſtrate active, there can be no 


room left for apprehenſions of any future dearth, or bigh 


price of corn; 


If what is chalked out above gives foundation to ſome⸗ 
thing uſeful to my fellow- creatures, I have my end, and 
| thall ſay no more; except, as arithmeticians are wont to 
illuſtrate their precepts by an example, I beg the readers 
patience for the following ſhort narration, becauſe it takes | 
in the article of fuel as well as corn. e | 
At the city of Bern, in Switzerland, a man of volinety 
* ſucceſs in his way of trade, had acquired a conſiderable 
real and perſonal eſtate : being grown in years, and having 
: no family, he made a will to the following effect, viz. 
„ «& Being anxious for my fellow citizens of Bern, (who 
1 have often ſuffared by dearth of corn and wine) my 
c will is, that, by the permiſſion. of providence, they 
& ſhall never for the future ſuffer again under the like ca- 
« lamity; to which end and puto 1 give my eſtate, 
real and perſonal, to the ſenate of Bern, in truſt for the 
people; that is to ſay, that they receive the produce of 
„ my eſtate, till it ſhall come to the ſum of ( ſuppoſe two 
e thouſand pounds) ; that then they ſhall lay out this two 
ee thouſand pounds in building a town-houſe, according 
« to a plan by me left; the lower ſtory whereof to con- 
„ ſift of large vaults, or repoſitories for wine: the ſtoryß 
above I direct to be formed into a piazza, for ſuch per- 
4 ſons as ſhall come to the market at Bern, for diſpoſing of 
8 their goods, free from the injuries of the weather: 
ee above that I ditect a council- chamber to be erected, for 
a committee of the ſenate to meet in, from time to 
t time, to adjuſt my accounts, and to direct ſuch things 
as may be neceſſary for the charity; and above the coun- 
e cil- chamber, as many floors fot granaries, as can be con- 
_ & veniently raiſed, to depoſit a quantity of corn for the 
Auſe of the people, whenever they thall have bes 
BE: for it. 
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e And when this building hull be creed; und the e- 
- «© pence of it diſcharged, I direct the ſenate of Bern to 
receive the produce of my eſtate, till the fame ſhalt 


amount to the. ſum ( ſuppoſe of two thouſand pounds); 


and when the price of corn ſhall be under the mean 


nate of the Jaſt ten years, one fourth part, they ſhall then 


lay out one thouſand pounds in corn, and ſtow it in my 


8 granaries; and the ſame in wine, when under one fourth 


of the mean rate of the laſt ten years: and my will is, 
e that none of the ſaid corn or wine ſhall be ſold, untill. 
ce the price of corn or wine ſhall exceed, at the cofnmon 
e market, one fourth of the mean rate for the lat ten 
| © years; and then every Citizen of Bern ſhall demand 
e daily (or proportionably weekly) as many pounds weight 
«+ of wheat, and as many pints of wine, as he has mouths _ 
95 „ in his family to conſume, and no more; that for tbe 
fame he pay ready money, after the mean rate that it 
B has been at for the laſt ten years paſt, a due proportion 
es being allowed for waſte, and that to be fettled by the 
„s ſenate; and that each houſholder fhall be fo ſupplied, as 


: & Jong as the price of corn or wine ſhall continue above 


„the rate of one fourth more than the mean rate: and 

% whatſoever encreaſe ſhall be made of the eapita}, it ſhall 
«he laid out, under the ſame reſtrictions, in adding to the 
4. ſtock. of corn and wine; which, under the bleſſing of 
66 God, will, I hope, in certain time, reduce theſe two 
“ neceflary articles of life to very near a fixed price, to 


| © the glory of God, and the benefit of the pooοοf 


This reh has ubiſted near two hundred Vene and 5 


5 The + Mr. Faward Buckland * e to 1 : 
Do ary at . e from thence e by ts took this 
= hint, : 


1 * TY 5 a Will 3 3 of Eduard Buckland, 1 . 
being dated zoth of January, 1618, is contained the following 1 
deviſe alluded to above. Item, I give to the bailiffs and 
4 freemen of Kingſton upon Thames, in the county of Surry, 


6 and their ſucceſſors for ever, all that my Wharf and 15 of 


1 s 
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hint, and ſettled a ſum of money, for the uſe of the poor 
at Kingſton on Thames, for the purchaſe of coals, nearly in 
the ſame manner. The right honourable Arthur Onſlow, 
late ſpeaker of the honourable houſe of commons, and 
Nicholas Harding, Eſq; are two of the truſtees, under whoſe 
auſpices the poor are abundantly ppi and the fund 5 
greatly augmented. _ : 
Near forty years ago William Nicoll, Efa; left alſo 
the ſum of two hundred pounds for nearly the ſame pur- 
poſes, the annual produce of it being deviſed to be laid 
out in coals, to be ſold to the poor of the ſame town of 
EKingſton, at a cheap rate, in the winter ſeaſon *, _ 


*; ood enc ſed, lying Pe? being on the noch 45. of Hi 
great bridge of Kingſton aforeſaid, upon condition that they 
Nall build and ſet up one convenient ftorehoute of brick, in 


oy 


and upon the ſaid wharf, within three years next after my 


e deceaſe; and after the ſame houſe is ſo erected, {hall yearly, _ 
at the beſt hand, buy and provide ſo many ſea-coals, as 
the yearly profit of the ſaid wharf will reach unto, and lay - 
them up in the ſaid ſtorehouſe; and in winter, when moſt need 
* ſhall be, hall fell and deliver them forth to honeſt poor peo- 
ple of the fame town at reaſonable prices. And if the ſaid 
bziliffs and freemen thall not, or will not perform this my 
_< laſt will, concerning the erecting a ſtorehouſe, and providing 
of coals for honeſt poor people as aforeſaid, then my will is, 
that my ſaid bequeſt ſhall be void, and of none effect to them; © 


40 


* and that my brother Samuel Bonnevall, or his heirs, ſhall, 


In the lat will aud e of william Nicoll. Eſa; 


” bearing date 1oth of November, 1726, is contained the follow- : 
ing deviſe. ** Item, I will, direct, order and appoint, that nx 
«executors herein after named ſhall, as ſoon as convemently _ 

may be after my deceaſe, lay out the ſum of two hundred 
pounds of lawful money of Great Britain, in the purchaſe _ 
of freehold lands, and ſettle and convey the fame in ſuch _ 
manner as council ſhall adviſe, and ſo as may beſt anſwer the 
intention of this my will, unto the recorder of the town of 

| | ie: = Singficg - 


It 


after my deceaſe, receive and take the profits of the fame 
wharf, and therewith erect and ſet up a ſtorehouſe upon the 
ſaid Wharf, in ſome convenient time, at his difcretion, ank 
„ take order for the performance of my will in that behalf: 
and | require the ſame at his hands, as he looketh to have 


1 comfort from God in this world, and in the world to 
e . 


„ — ne O 
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It is a great pity theſe examples are not followed in many 
ether: towns in the inland parts of England, particularly in 


= ſuch places as labour under a great ſcarcity of wood for 


fuel, and where the price of coals in winter is nearly, if not 

quits. double what they are fold for in the ſummer ſeaſon. 
Such bequeſts tend greatly to the eaſe and comfort of 

the inferior artizans, who have often numerous families, 


and in the cold winter's weather, when they moſt want ity . 


can earn leſs than they can in ſummer. 
Buch bequeſts wonld eaſe the pariſhes of many poor; „ 
for a timely ſupply, at a cheap rate, of ſuch a neceſſary 
article of conſumption as fuel, would be a means of pre- 


venting a number of families from throwing themſelves _ 
en the pariſh for relief, which numbers annually do, owing 
__-almoſt entirely to their not having it in their power tec 
1 ſupply themſelves out of their ſtall earnings. with food 


and fuel, when the latter i is ſold at the exorbitant rates it 


* n derne at in che winter ſeaſon to the e N 
5 That 8 


KEingſton upon 1 aforelaid 355 the time e being, FE t to By 


the high ſteward of the ſaid town for the time being, and to 


4 the bailiffs of the ſaid town for the time being, and alſo to 
the vicar of the ſame place for the time being, and their 
* ſucceſſors for ever, in truſt, and to the intent and purpoſe _ 
that the intereſt or produce of the ſaid ſum of two hundred 
pounds, to commence from the time of my death, until the 
e ſamè can be fo laid out in the purchaſe of lands as aforeſaid ; 9 5 


e and the rents, iſſues, and profits of the ſaid lands, when 8 
„ purchaſed, ſhall for ever be annually laid out in the buying 
of ſea-coals, which I will ſhall be fold from time to time, 


in the winter ſeaſon, for ever, to ſuch poor perſons, inhabit- 
ing the faid town of Kingſton upon Thames, (not receiving 


11 any penſion or collection from the officers of the ſaid pariſ) 


5 as they, the ſaid recorder, high-ſteward, bailiffs, and vicar 
« for the time being, ſhall think fit, at the ſame price ſuch 


« coals ſhall coft, atter an allowance of the. charges of car- 


< ridge and warehouſe room, or any other neceſſary expence ; | 


it being my deſign and 1 intention, that the ſaid ſum, ſo annu- 


& ally to be laid out in coals as aforeſaid, ſhall receive a 


early encreaſe of ſo much as the nett produce of the ſaid _ 
lands, ſo to be W mall amount 9s in aug mentation ps 


> 4 ot the ſaid —— | TELE | 1 
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F hat the poor might, in this manner, be relieved with- 
out any great expence, or trouble, is certain: of this we 
have had many inſtances; and particularly about eleven 
vears ago the hint was given, and ſome gentlemen about 
5 Northampton collected a ſum of money, for purchaſing 

coals in the ſpring at prime coſt, and ſelling to the poor at 
the ſame rate in the winter; which anſwered perfectly well, 
but has fince been overturned to favour ſome t9wn/men, who 
| ſoon after ſold coals at 2s. 8d. ber hundred weight, which 


the poor were ſupplicd with at ls. 4d, by the method the | 
_ gentlemen had entered into. 


"4: am, GEN EMEA, | | 
Tour humble ſervant, Oc. 


P, 8. As many of i my readers may be at a loſs what . 

meant by the expreſſion above, of the mean rate far. the 
laſt ten years, it is neceſſary to inform them, that the late 15 
Doctor PFleetweed, biſhop of Eh, has, in his Chronicon Pretio- 


5 ſum, given us a table of the rate of wheat and malt for 


tixty years at I/ indſor; which ſaid table has been ſince con- 
e for forty years, which makes a complete century x. 5 
He took the ſame from the accounts of Eton College; the 


rents of which are determined by the price of thoſe 8 


ſorts of grain at Windſor market, on Lady-day and Mi- 


chaelmas-day. | Now the higheſt price a buſhel is ſold for, dh 


and the loweſt price a bude is ſold for, on Lady-day, are 
added together, and the half thereof taken; ; and the ſame 
done on Michaelmas- day: theſe two ſums are added toge- 
7 and the half den for the common rate of the whole 
year, and reſpectively ſet againſt it in the table. 1 5 
Io know the mean rate of any ten years, is to add the 
3 Dy of the ſeveral ten years together, and divide the ſum 
* ten : : the quotient gives che mean rate for thele Years. . Ds 


* An captives viate of this table 18 given 1 with this month': 
publication, See the x next article. © x 


NUM. 
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NUMBER | + 


1 ak F ders, enblaining the two annexed bed 
FF * 


| GENTLEMEN, i ” 
PHE learned Dr. Wie bed. biſſiop of Ely. in his = 


public an account of the price of wheat each year, at 
| Windſor market, for the ſixty years preceding the publi- 
cation of his work, which was taken from the accounts 


: of Eton college. 


The right honourable Ae Saler, late e of 


the honourable houſe of commons, defired that account 


| might be continued on, fo as to complete a century: it is 
done from the ſame authority, and in the ſame manner, as 
you may ſee in the table annexed ; and an abſtract of the 
fame, drawn into ae is in the other print which fol- 


_ lows „ 


It is in itſelf only matter yy fact; but from it may be . 
” deduced many uſeful obſervations, as, 


excellent treatiſe called Chronicon Pretioſum, gave the 


Firſt, That the price of wheat has continually decreaſed, - 


| contrary to the opinion commonly entertained. 5 
| Secondly, What is the higheſt, and what } is the loweſt 


1 5 Price wheat has ever been at. 


Thirdly, By conſulting the hiſtory of thoſe. years you | 
may 7 ſee the able: why, the price } has ſo advanced i, 


1 or ſunk. 


Fourthly, You' fre” at one view 5 mean rate for the 


whole century, and the mean rate e for every ten years that 
1 85 century is divided into. 


I you think theſe papers merit the 1 view "of the pablic, = 
70, are at Aare to make uſe of them. 1 am, 55 
Guru. _ 

OS Your humble ſervant, 
e oe 2 5 


ET r r cd tov 


4 
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NUMBER XXI. 


1 Letter to the Editors, from Charles Whitworth, E/; 
Member of Parliament, on reducing the Price of Coals, 
and ſupplying the Poor and  midaling TVS. in Wi O's; 
at a cheap Rate, 

GENTLEMEN, 


A the ſubject of hs letter may « come very dee 5 
| under your plan, as a Muſeum Commerciale, I ſhall be ; 
very glad to have it communicated to your readers, in. 
hopes that, from a due conſideration of the benefit which 


may ariſe to the poor, in the enſuing winter, (more parti- pn 


cularly, if it ſhould prove a ſevere ſeaſon) it may receive 
= ſo far a ſanction, as to produce ſome good effect ?. 
Ihe uſeful hints given in the news- papers, and the many 
. woot regulations which have proceeded therefrom, induce 
me to write to you on a ſubje& which has been much 

canvaſſed; but no remedy ſeems likely to be eſtabliſhed to 
cure the evil. I mean the exorbitant price of the neceſ- 

ſaries of life, owing, I am much afraid, to combinations. 


7 By But 1 do not intend to enter into lo large a field, and | 


ſhall confine myſelf at preſent to the article of coals, the | 
| proviſion for which is to be made in ſummer, I hope, 


therefore, perſons will take into conſideration what muſt 


be the miſery of the poor and middling ſort of people in 


aaſe of a ſevere froſt the enſuing winter; nor is it an in- 
cConſiderable matter to people i in affluent circumſtances, that 


| their fuel ſhould be at ſuch an amazing price, much more 
than 1 imagine it ought to be afforded for; at leaſt, it is 


worth while to make an experiment, the progreſs of which = 


8 be bring the 3 if ſuch there be in this ar- 


10 4 We "abr ab this dpportuvity of eine i a cor- © — 


| reſpondent whoſe ſeveral communications have done honour to 


our work. It were much to be wiſhed that ſo humane 8 pro- 


poſal may be eaſily carried into execution: certain it is that 
many perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank have already deſired to be- 
c me ſubſcribers; and if the intelligence of the news-papers 
might for once be relied on, the price of coals is at preſent 
reduced, and expected to be much more ſo, upon chis extnlient 28 
tcheme bein g only 1 in 8 tion. A. | 


** TT} 
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ticle, to reaſon: and as whatever may be for the benefit 


of a community, ſhould be publicly offered and made known, 
without any myſterious tranſactions to carry it on, I would 
propoſe that a ſet of gentlemen, of whom I will very will- 
ingly make one, ſhould meet together, and take it under 
their cognizance, whether we cannot by ſubſcriptions 
bring this article to its fair true price. I am very far from 
meaning to deſtroy the coal trade by underſelling at a loſs; 
but I would fo order it, that whoever would ſel} at a mo- 
derate profit ſhould have equal advantage, ſo that it may 
be continued during the winter ; otherwiſe it will only 
| promiſe an imaginary relief, and turn out a real injury. 
The method I would therefore point out is, that the ſub- 
ſcribers ſhould have an amount not exceeding half their 5 
ſubſcription- money allowed in their own quantity of coals z _ 
and the remainder ſhould be applied in procuring a ftock 
do be ſold out all the winter to the poor and middling people 
by the buſhel, limiting a certain number of buſhels at one 
time to each; ſince, as. thoſe perſons cannot afford to buy | 
more than may juſt ſerve for the week, or fome ſhort ſpace. 
- time, and the benefit of this plan is intended for them, 
yet, as it may induce perſons to become contributors. 
when themſelves are intereſted, I propoſe. that their own. 


ſupply ſhould be conſidered as far as one half, and the re- 


ſidue of their ſubſcription- money paid when the end is 
fully anſwered, this being intended to relieve the induftri- 7 
: ” ous poor in an article fo neceſſary to them. 


If any gentlemen are inclined to contribute 3 the 


- execution hereof, and will apply to me in perſon, I will 


_ appoint a meeting to conſider Jurtder of e ſubject, in 
35 _ of carrying it to effect. 1 


T have heard of a propoſal to rl houſe- kocers with 


| coals at a moderate price, by engaging to take a quantity; 
but that does not anſwer the purpoſe hereby intended, for 
the relief and conſtant ſupply of the poor in winter, Who 
cannot afford to engage before - hand, but are neceſſitated to 

15 purchaſe as their wages are paid, generally N 


Jam, GENTLEMEN, 


March 3 26, 99 — A iwie to your mack, 


C. WnIro ATU. 
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N u MBER XXII. 


Copy of a Ta ſent to Dr. Templemas, Secretary to 

the Society for promoting Arts, &c. to be by him com- 

 municated to the Committee of Agriculture, i in | Recommun- 
dation 5 4 new Manure. . 


sI, 


8 a e, like 4 - ahi. ſhould loſe none * his 
+ materials, but make even his waſhings, runnings, 
5 and reſiduums, turn out to his advantage, I have ſent you : 
ſome account of an experiment I have made in manuring 
of land, which I beg you will lay before the committee of - 
_ agriculture, that they may communicate it to others. —. 
I am. poſleſſed, Sir, of a farm of near three hundred 
| pounds a year, and have in my yard, what you uſually ſee 
in moſt farmers yards, two receſſes or pools, as reſervoirs _ 
of dung and water, Theſe reſervoirs in wet weather are 
{1 continually running over; and of courſe part of the matter 
sontained in them is curred off, by the neceſſary drains, 
== into the highways, ditches, and rivers. 
4 As much of the eſſential quality of the dung is ; loſt i in 
3 this manner, (for part of the ſalts, whether fixed or volatile, = 
will be waſhed into the pools, and when they over-run, 
will be conveyed into the ditches, &c.) I thought ita part 
of good huſbandry to carry this ſuperabundant water, or 
| manure, (for ſo we may juſtly call it) on my land, which e 
I did by means of a watering- cart“, not unlike thoſe 1 
which the roads near London are watered in the ſummer i 
time to allay the duſt. 5 
Tt the experiment "ak be the more le and po 
_ certain, I firſt tried it (in the beginning of March, 1763) _ 
on a few acres in the middle of a large meadow, and on 
ſeome lands in the middle of a large field of wheat, where, 
in a little time, 1 found a conſiderable encreaſe, in growth, 
both of gk and Bin! 5 1 at my time and harveſt, botn 
| 2 £1 Tt the 
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the one and the other were much better crops than what 

| the ſame lands produced that were not ſo manured. 

As a man, or even a boy, with one of theſe carts, and 
one horſe, may manure a great deal of land in a day, 
provided it be near the yard, I would recommend the 

practice to all my brother farmers ; for the expence is no- 
thing, but the value of the time of the boy and the ROPE 4 
and the encreaſe, by what J have ſeen, will be very great. 

I have ſome other experiments in hand for the deneſit | 
of the farmer, and of the public, the reſult of which I _ 

ſhall, . your. means, communicate to the , and 

15 am, | 
Sg Your moſt ohedient humble ſervant, 8 

* N. | 

P. 8. This manure may be alſo laid, to 58. advantage, : 


on land that is freſh ſown with barley, oats, or any other 


3 grain; but on graſs | it ſhould be only laid in the winter time, 5 i 


8 vhen the rains will waſh the ſalts off the blade; or in the 7 
ſpring, when the lands are laid up for hay; as the cattle 


will not feed on the . while the ung or falt, adheres 
® the blade of it. : — 
„ dung water ſhould likewiſe be 8 on the labs: 5 


not at a time when it rains, but in the dry weather, and | 
at a time when the dung-water i in the pools is of a deep „F 
brown colour, and ſtrongly impregnated with ſalts. By 


this means the land may be manured from time to time, 


5 and the pools kept almoſt empty for the reception of freſh 


matter ny; time it rains; and © nothing will t be loſt. 


. * 2 * > X : * 8 r . - — LP 8 "» —— —— 
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4 Pier: to FE Editors, ing a 4 0 of effeftually. e 
preventing the ſudden Over flewing W little Rivers g 


Brooks by haſty Rains, RP 


 GenTLEMEN, 3 . 8 8 
= T* E daily papers having how of Js full of IE 


plaints of injuries cauſed by ſudden floods, it may 


not be amiſs to communicate to the public, by your 
1 means, 


ET COMMERCIALE. 75 
means, a ſhort method of effectually 9 them i in 
brooks and little rivers. 
A flood is cauſed by E ioppage of the water in its 
courſe, ſo as to prevent its running off as faſt as it comes 

in. Now, if the egreſs, or going out, be larger than the 
ingreſs, or coming in, that place can never be flooded, 
Thus, by opening the courſe of the river Welland, at 
Harborough, in Leiceſterſhire, for a conſiderable way be- 
low the bridge, the river has never ſince riſen out of its 


bed to overflow the town, ag it uſed to do, before, bs 5 


almoſt every ſudden haſty rain. 

And this method the legiſlature bas inforced by enaQting, 
in moſt turnpike acts, that the commiſſioners ſhould give 
notice, in writing, to the overſeers of the highways of the . 
ſeveral pariſhes where ſuch brooks or rivers paſs, to open 
their ſeveral currents, in order that the water may have a 


free paſſage; and in caſe they neglect ſo to do, the ſur- 


peyor is ordered to hire men to perform the work, to pay 


them, and to charge the expence of ſuch work to the 
account of the reſpective pariſh where there ſhall be 


— neglect; and the juſtices of the peace are ordered to ö 


N Es, the ſame by diſtreſs, and ſale of gods. 
Many very bad accidents have been occaſioned 1 1 


| quently by ſuch neglects : the author of this letter, him- 


ſelf, ſaw one Mr, Corbet Aon, a grocer, in Ludgate- 


Street, London, taken out of the waſh in the pariſh of 


South Mimms, in the great road leading from London to 
St. Alban's, drowned in a flood, occaſioned by a ſudden 
daſh of rain in the month of September, ia the year 1758. 


If this letter has the good effect the writer wiſhes it may, 
do inform ſurveyors, and prevent ſuch accidents for the 5 
future, it will yy anſwer the writer's end. 

0 Hrn, „%% en 
ME Oc "> Your very humble ſervant, 
March 3 3 8 Y. . 


NUM 
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4 Letter to the Editors, on the Method of fattering 2 ts 
„ the 1 Aduantage. 55 - 


Greten, : on 
Well-fatted gooſe - is an excellent difh ; and, 3 
ſome farms, the country dames get a great deal of mo- 


8 A ey in a year, by ſelling a number of them in the ſeaſon, 


I am willing to teach them a method of fattening theſe birds, 
fo as to give their fieſh a higher flavour, and yet not coſt 
them ſo much as they generally do before mey are carried 


5 to market. 


l muſt firſt premiſe, chat the 1 more 6 quiet nd undifturbed 85 
: they are kept, the faſter and better they fatten. 5 
| T ſhall begin with what are uſually called green . 


TD theſe the country houſewives ſeldom attempt fattening, on 
— account of the! imaginary difficulty, for they think all the 


1 meat they can give Wem; — 75 makes Wee | ales in dutk, Eu 


the faſter, 


Let theſe young geeſe be put in a a place that is Mat 
dark, and be fed with ſome ground malt, mixed up with 


ll; and they will, very ſoon, and at very little expence, 


be fit to kill: F have often tried this method, - ane ave. 


= found them to eat very deliciouſly. 


9 ſometimes fatten them in a Rill * way, 4; eſpecially - 


. when milk i is ſcarce with me: I mix up ſome barley meal 
pretty thick with water, which they conſtantly have by _ 
them to eat as they chuſe: in another part of the ſned, where 


they are kept, is a pan with ſome boiled oats and water, 
for them to reſort to when they are inclined to change their 


food: this variety is agreeable to them, and they hive: - 


apace, being ſo ares” at leſs EXPERT | than in wy __ Ty 


1 manner 1 know of. 


The manner in which 4 manage my 8 ar -. 
ſtubble geeſe, is not very different from that above de- 
ſcribed: immediately aſter harveſt I turn them on the 


VPheat eddiſhes, where they pick up fleſh apace; but when _ 1 
5 1 take them up to fatten, 1 feed them with ground malt, - 


„5 „ mixed 


2 bl ' - * 7 9 4 . , 
3 © 0, 20 ERS 
* 2 e 2 N 4 

. e . 
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he op: with water, and give them with it boiled oats, 


boiled malt, or boiled barley, and ſometimes, for change, 


even boiled wheat and water. Thus managed, they grow” 
| fatter, and acquire a finer flavour than would at firſt be 
8 imagined, greatly ſuperior to almoſt bog # I wry fren in 5 
the London markets. 
=,” neighbour of mine, ſome ow years ago, gave me th : 
following caution : he obſerved, that geeſe uſually fit, eſpe- 
Cially in the night time, with their beaks or bills on their 
rumps, whence, he faid, they ſuck out moſt of their moi- 
ſture and fatneſs, by means of a ſmall bunch of feathers, 
which ſtands upright on their rumps, and is always moiſt: 
be adviſed me always to cut away this bunch of feathers, 
before I put my geeſe up to fattening, which would occa- 
ſion them to fatten in much leſs Gay. and with much leſs | 
meat, than otherwiſe.  _ 1 85 
Ihhauve, it is true, followed his dostlän ever OED] a: 
55 — ſenſible it could do no harm; but I own I do not per- 
Ceive any ſaving in it: a great deal more, I believe, depends 
on the manner of feeding them, and the quality of the food 
N you give them, after they are put up. > 
I cannot conclude this letter without forming: you bet 
I am told is the, Fewiſh method of fattening this bird; 
which people Meh” by ans, eſteemed very Kcillful feeders. 
of 1 . 
The firſt ſlopihey take i: is, to wrap the 9566 up in Lindy 5 
0 after which they ſtop her ears with peas, "and hang her up 
in a dark place, where, neither hearing nor ſeeing any 
thing, ſhe remains, as it were, in a "Rate of e nei- 
8 ther ſtruggling nor crying. 
After this preparation, das give Ber, det times a ah, 5 
; pang made of ground malt or barley, mixed up with 8 
ter, ſetting, within her reach, water and gravel in a pan. In 
this manner do theſe people, as they ſay, make them ſo 
. 45 that, without: ſeeing it, one can u ſcarcely form an idea . 
TT Lo 
As I have this only eee I do not e ” 
depend: on the truth of the relation: it will, however, be 
_ eaſy for ſome of your London readers to inform themſelves - 
of the truth of 1 it; and whether this is, or ever was, their 


method 
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method of fattening, geeſe: living in the country,; and hav- 
ing no Jews in my neighbourhood, I have no 3 
ol making the enquiry myſelt. 5 
1 I mwſt however allow, that there is a pollbility, if apt - 
; a probability of its truth, as ſilence arid darkneſs greatly 
forward, to my knowledge, the fattening of this delicious: 


bird: I have ſome thoughts of making the experiment my- 
ſelf the next ſeaſon; though I am ſenſible it will not do to 
adopt as a general practice, being too troubleſome, as it 


would take up too much time to attend TY number of them 5 

in this ſuſpended ſtate. op 
I fatten my ducks in the fame manner as my geeſe, 

except that I allow them a large pan of water to Cable i in; 

and I find it anſwer extremely well. 7 

I have already detained you, perhaps, too long o on a „ fub- 


| je ſome of your readers may poſſibly think but little inte- f 


reſting; yet I muſt beg their patience for yet a little while. 


I keep a very conſiderable number of ducks for breeders, 15 


Having, near my houſe, the convenience of ſeveral ponds z 


and I annually fet in the ſpring a great number of duck- 
eggs under hens: it is therefore natural I ſhould chuſe 
ſuch a breed as will lay me a large ſtore of eggs ; and I have 
hogs always found ſuch as have their bills turn up rather more . 


| than ordinary, to anſwer this purpoſe beſt. „„ 
l am very ſenſible you will have in your -enlleicn SOR 


5 * by what I have already ſeen of it) many letters on 1 
ſubjects much more important than this; yet, as it is con- 


feſlſedly uſeful, and may ſerve as a leſſon of inſtruction to 5 


farmers wives, who ſhould be thought of as well e a8 their | e 


5 huſbands, I hope you will give it a place. 


lo expect others of your correſpondents will ſoon follow my : 5 
| example, and improve theſe uſeful dames in the methode 


of making cheeſe and butter, which, though they may to 


r ſome appear trifling, are ſubjects well worthy of being 5 


treated of! in your excellent collection of Papers. . 
3 ae GENTLEMEN, | 5 
Eſſex, by Your obedient humble ſervant, 
| March 2 1764. „ anne 
On the Borders of "—_ Forelt, 


| kor A p RIL, EN 


Muſeum Ruſticum, Se. 


N 22 ab. mn... SW * 1 a : > W221 $ 2 * * 2 . 4 : 


* * "2 — «6 . uy a p "ED 2 


VOLUME the SECOND. | 


NUMBER XXV. 


7 4 Liter to "oh Editors, from a pradical FRI hint * 
Concluſion of the Account of the Culture and Management 
, Coleſeed in the Fen Countries, (See Vol. I. Number 5 


XCVII. Page 418, for the former . _ 


| GenTienen, 


plant progreſſion, 


We eat it off with "WR that's are bout half « or three 
5 parts fat, to make them fit for the butcher; for coleſeed i is . 
the moſt fattening food for ſheep that is known in this part 
of the world, greatly exceeding turneps, as a ſheep will 

ö thrive 1 more at coleſeed in one month chan it wil at tur- 


neps in two. 


e, 1” LR time & puting Shak 1 in to : the 04 is PEA) 7 
TD Michaelmas: : that however depends upon the farmers own 
conveniency; but if the ſheep are poorer than 3s above 

| Vor. II. Ne. g. INES M 0 42 — — —. deſcribed. b 


 GREEABLE to my pate f in | tay „ ſt I mal 
now proceed to the uſes we put the coleſeed to 
e it is arrived to its utmoſt e in the 
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_ deſcribed, they muſt be put in ſooner, We generally wan age 


ſo as to have the ſeed eaten off by about Old Candlemas, 


for this reaſon ; if the land be ſtout and good, there 16-8 - 
chance for the ſeed to ſtand for a crop, 
1 If the farmer finds the ſeed good enough to ſtand for 3 
erop, 1 would adviſe him, if the ſtumps , or ſtalks be left 


„ high, as where the coleſeed is ſtrong and good is moſtly 


the caſe, to ſet a man to mow down the ſtumps within 
three or four inches of the ground; otherwiſe he will find _ 
His his crop will receive great damage by the ſtumps being left 
Very Thagged and” torn, which lets in the wet, and rots 
| abundance of them; and even thoſe that do grow have 
5 not the vigour as thoſe have that are mowed, for the for- 
mer is, as it were, ſpread to the ſnow and rain, while the 
latter is wholly ſecured from them both, and will ſupport 
the ſprouts, chat Thoot © out at the hides, with gs. and : 
: r „„ x 
I have now nothing 1 more to offer til the colefred . 
into the flower, and begins * to let the pod, | in which the 
feed, 6 
Notwithſtanding we have got thus far, Tl have been 85 
flattering ourſelves with the pleaſing proſpect of a fine and 
profitable crop, it too often happens we are awakened from 
the pleaſure of this golden dream by a very ſmall green fly, = 
Which ſo thickly beſets the pod, that frequently a ; very 
_ promiſing crop is almoſt totally deftroyed. _ 
But as we have upon a ſuppoſition eſcaped all other Ban. 5 
gers, we will ſuppoſe ourſclves ſo happy as to cſcape this 5 
_ and will proceed to reaping and threſhing. 
:  Coleſeed i is a ſeed that will ſhed or ſhale very greatly, * 
it is not reaped in proper time; from which great loſſes 
haue been known where the farmer has e let it 
5 ſtand too long before he begins to reap. 
1 ben has been kind, that the crop comes on all = 
: | together, (though we often ſee the contrary) the farmer ; 
in either of theſe caſes, as ſoon as he perceives any part of 
it to turn browniſh, to begin to cut, notwithſtanding the 
generality of the ſec d will be green; but if you let the | 
wat whole 
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whole ſtand till the laſt becomes DR ik the firſt, the ; 
firſt part will be entirely loſt. > 


Hut it will perhaps be ſaid, Should not the latter part 15 


as ripe as the firſt? My reply is, As coleſeed is a ſmall ſeed, 
and the ſtalks on which it grows are very large, the ſtalk 
will feed that part that is green, after it is reaped, ſo as that 
the latter will be nearly a nh to the firſt; EF en! means 
5 both are ſaved. i 525 
There is a partie edu of Ew it on the om, | 
when reaped, different from all other crops; for inſtance, 
' ſuppoſe the people reaping a field from north to ſouth, 
every two men ſhould lay in his reaps, with the heads of the 
ſeed to each other, but not to touch, _ heads and 7555 
ends of the ſtalks lying eaſt and weſt. 
As we have now ours ana it, the next ger is the 
. threſhing. 
5 > of time between reaping a n de- 
pends ſo entirely upon the weather, that it is impoſſible to 
give particular directions in that matter, otherwiſe than that 
when the ſeed has lain till the ſtalk or ſtraw is dead, and 
turned white, and the ſeed, ſome of it being rubbed out of 
the coſb, appears black and plump, and does readily Oy 
out, then is the time to begin to threſh, 


Though the bottom of the reaps will be a little extenilh, 


Lo they muſt not be turned to weather the under fide; if you 
do, it will bruſh out a great deal of the top {ide : and if the 
weather ſhould prove wet in the time it is threſhing, even 
in that caſe it muſt not be turned, but raiſed up gently _ 
and laid lightly on the ſtubs; in that ſituation it will dry 
as: pace: it is commonly done in the morning of threſhing, 
as by ſuch time the bolſter is made, and the people 
| have breakfaſted, the firſt raiſed will be fit to begin upon. 
It is always threſhed in the field, upon a cloth about 
twenty yards long, and eighteen yards wide. To deſcribe 
each perſon's employment, I think, is not to be done, ſo 
= that a perſon that never ſaw it can have an idea of it; 
but, as it is, I think, (if every perſon concerned in a coleſæed 
© ſale, for that is the name we give the cloth and people 
eee ee 1 
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when at work, be clever in their places) 6 eurious piece of - 
mechaniſm, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, where men. 
and women are inſtead of wheels and pullies, I will, as 


well as I can, give your readers a ſhort ſketch of their pro, 1 


ceedings. 


I hbe number of people employed at a coleſeed ſale are, 
8 generally, about twenty : ſeven gatherers; theſe are women, . 
= boys and girls: I have ſaid ſeven ; but where the crop 
is thin, it requires more, ſometimes eight or ten, or more; but 
where the crop is thick, a leſs number may do; that I mention 
as a kind of average: theſe people gather the reaps up with a 
fickle, for, as their arms cannot reach round the reaps, they 
| would ſqueeze it together, and bruſh a deal of ſeed out, if 
> they had no fickle: they put it into a ſheet called a bear- 
ing-ſhect, of which there are two belonging to every ſale; it 
is about ten feet long, and about ſeven feet wide, and has 
n loops on each fide, through which a light pole is put, and 
is carried (when filled) by two ſtout men to ſhe doth: theſe 


5 > are called the bearers. . 


W ben the ſeed is laid on 1 cloth, there | is 2 man > called | 
: the layer-· on: he with a ſickle lays it on in a row, acroſs 
tde cloth, for the threſber 5, which are four, two on each fide . 
the row of ſeed, While the threſhers are threſhing the firſt 
row, or floor, the layer-on lays on another row at a proper 
diſtance from the other: when they have threſbed the firſt 
row once over, a woman with a rake-ſhaft, or ſome ſuch _ 
_ thing, follows the threſhers and turns it: when they have 


threſhed the ſecond once over, they turn to the firſt, and 


 threfb it all a ſecond time: they have then done their parts; 
| but as the threſhers go over it the ſecond and laſt time, 
there are two men, called ſhakers-off, that immediately fol- 
1 Jow the threſhers : the firſt of them throws the coleſeed 
ſtraw up; the other ſtrikes it as it riſes, which helps to 
knock out what ſeed may be left: theſe two men, with 
- wooden forks for that purpoſe, convey. the ſtraw off the 
. cloth, over the bolſter, to a perſon that takes it away 5 ; be 


5 . 0 called the Jack frau. py 


I muſt now turn back to the akers-of Aber hows 
dome two rapper one a Woman: they rake off he colhes, 


wy 


* 
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Þ : or gods, and ſhort broken ſtraws, with rakes made for that 
3 purpoſe : theſe are called the before and behind cavers. The 
behind caver is a very buſy and dard work, if done cleverly: 
: as it ought to de; and upon whom depends the ſaving, or 
| throwing away, a great deal of ſeed; ſo chat he is commonly = 
1 nimble and briſk fellow, and careful too, or r be is by no : 
1 means fit for that plage. . 
We will now ſuppoſe we have threſhed one day? 8 work. : 
| - - the ſeed be a good crop, and yield well, and the weather 
pPright, that the ſeed threſh well, thirty“ combs may be 
| threſhed, ſometimes more: as this may be done in a good 
Crop, I have known, in a bad ds 6h not more than ten of | 
; twelve combs threſhed in a day. ; 30 
The method of cleaning the food h is, the 8 en 
and others if they chuſe it, go early next morning, and caſt 
it on the cloth, when the farmer, with facks and a Wage 
1 gon, takes it away, that the cloth is cleared and ready againſt 
the people come to work. The threſhers and their affift= _ 
ants are paid for cleaning or dreſſing the ſeed, by the laſt, 
: which is twenty- one comb, over and above their . 
5 wages. 5 
00: farmer held 1 care bis facks be whole and | 
f firong, or it will run out at a ſmali hole. 
From the many hazards that coleſeed is ſubject to, it is a 
 faying in the fens, that coleſeed i is never got till the farmer. - = 
bas got the money for it 1-015 Socket. on „„ 
Notwithſtanding I have taken a little 80 000 to de- 
ſeribe the various «mploy ments of the people at work in 2 
Coleſeed ſale, 1 doubt but few that never ſaw ſuch A: 
thing can have any idea of it, for it certainly is the wif 
curious and entertaining ſight (when each perſon per- 
5 ſectly knows his or her part, and firs ee in hag in the 
 Fural bebe of life. Ih | 
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8 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
I have now, as I promiſed, gone through the various 


progreſſive ſteps of the agriculture of ooleſeed 1 in the as 
| inde he plow to the merchant *. 555 


N 5 $9. e ad ws £6 
\GenrLanen, Y decart 25 
Your moſt bumble ſervanti 


4. $5 


p. 8. 1 ſhould, had * was e of the 8 in 
2 coleſeed ſale, haye told you, that inſtead of bearers, 
ſome people uſe what they call coleſced carts, with one 
| horſe: they are made wide and long, as conveniency will 
admit of, (as I never uſed any, I cannot exactly ſay the 
ſize) with a ſheet laid into it, into which they gather the 
coleſeed; but as they are ungain to empty on the cloth, 
and require more help than the boy that leads the horſe, 
they are not much uſed. If we have no leſs than ſeven 
comb an acre, we do not call it a bad crop. The value. ES 
ala it e open the price, which fluctuates much. 8 
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Grvrrrukx, 


HAVE tranſcribed the certificate. fent to the Geely 
I for the encouragement of arts, manufactures, and com- 
; Hs relative to the ſucceſs that attended the trials made 
laſt har veſt, in Northamptonſhire, of mowing wheat in a 
| new WAY 3 ; and, as I judge it will not be an unacceptable 
article in your book, 1 have ſent it to you to J0ſert;. if you - 


think 1 1 am, 


GrvrI ut TY 
| | * our humble e 


A Cer li- 


— We hope this gentleman will Frequently Faro our us . 
"Nis thoughts, O. hy 
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= Certificate from ſeveral intelligent Farmers, ond ethers, 


living in Northamptonſhire, reſpecting the Advantages 
of the Hainault Scythe, which my yur tried ” Heregfy | 
5 in mowing WORE.” 


f WE whoſe 1 names are ; -hereunto ſubſcribed have ſeen, 


and moſt of us perſonally tried, the uſe of the Hainault 
| ſcythe, brought to us by Mr. Roland Charles Breaux ; and 
we declare as follows: That a labourer here may cut 
wheat near twice as faſt with this ſcythe as he can with 
a ſickle; and allowance ſhould be made for a labourer here 
not being ſo well accuſtomed to the uſe of this ſcythe, as 
of the ſickle: the work is much eaſier, it is much neater 
done, it leaves no waſte, and the firaw is cut within two 
inches of the ground; and if the binders are ready laid, 
children can tie the ſheaves, and then they are ready for 


carriage; for he who cuts, collects the wheat with his 


hook, as he goes, and lays it regularly on the binders; 
| whereas the ſiekle leaves fix, or FRG or nine inches ok 
15 Ruble, = : 


The objections that» we have heard made to the uſe of 5 


: the ſcythe are, (viz.) 


Firſt, That at; leaves no albu. an uſeful material for . 


5 thatchin g· 


8 That he weeds are han with che wh 
Thirdly, That the gleaners get leſs than when they 6 fol- 


| tow the 1 and that | is bard FOOD: the poor. 8 


'To which e N we give the : following anſwers. 


1 F irſt, That long ſtraw is better than ſtubble for thatch- 
8 ing; that long ſtraw is by this method furniſhed ; neither 
is the ſtraw thieſhed; as has been ſuppoſed, for the ſheaf is 
- threſhed only where the ear is; ; the reſt remains entire, and 
7 the ſheaves are not untied : therefore there | 18 more e 5 
and it is better for thatching. „ 8 „ 


Secondly, In the country where this nde is uſed, as 


we are told, the poor, who would otherwiſe collect the 
f caggled corn, haye it deliv ered to chem ready collected; 


q | | ESE * and 
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and as the quantity of corn inned by this method is mutlt 5 
* greater, the price of it conſequently is leſs, wheroby the 
poor man 1s greatly eaſed in buying his bread: 


Thirdly, The weeds are gathered with the wheat. True ; 


8 but when they come to be dry, they eaſtly ſhake out: be- 
| Hides, Mr. Roland fays, that in his country they leave, 
If the weather be fair, the ſheaves in the field for two or 
: three days, that the weeds may dry, and that the dew may 


plump the ear. 


© Mir, Roland farther infortis us; ut we nude how to 
_ perform it, that the ſheaves of wheat may be kept from 
the injuries they would receive from the damp of the 
7 earth, by placing them in the following manner. = 
_ Suppoſe three tobacco-pipes, the bowl to repreſent the 
, fraw end of a wheart-ſheaf, the little end to reprefent tat 
| where the ears are: lay the pipe down; lay the little end 
of another over the part of the firſt which is ar the bowl; 
1 lay a third down in a triangle, ſo that the little end of that : 
may lie over the bowl end of the ſecond, and the bowl 
end of the third lie under the little end of the firſt: then 
will the little ends, which repreſent the ears, never touch ; 
s the ground, and conſequently will be kept dry. 1 
Me take this opportunity of declaring, that we an 
8 3 obliged to Mr. Roland Charles Breaux for his 
; inſlructions, his civil behaviour and communicative diſ- 
__ poſition towards us, which. we do ey acknowledge | 
: and * our e on” 8 „„ 


w itncſs our r hands, this 12th tay of Seprember, s. 


„„ = E. K. 
A. F. {4:3 8 w. H. 
V. 5 1 1 
* L. W. B. K. W. 


7. Said t to ) be one- e-eighth x more ; ; but that cannot t certainly be 
| known; but it may * Joy ſafely affirmed, chat it is much | 
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NUMBER XXVII. 


1 Letter to the Editors, ” „ Mubed of TY Mead, 


that will be 1 as 8 as Tm foreign Wines. 


| GENTLEMEN, 8 

L Imagine it will not be diſagreeable to you, to receive a ; 

letter on the ſubject of making good mead: it is a li- 
quor many are fond of, and eke allowed to be | 


very wholeſome. 


I have ſeveral methods of making i it, according to tke 


degree of ſtrength I would have it of; and, I believe, I may 
venture to ſay that few people can give their friends a glaſs 
of better mead. I am fond of it myſelf, becauſe it is a 
truly Engliſh liquor, and, I believe, as # wel ſuited as any to 85 

a robuſt Engliſh conſtitution, 


My firſt and beft ſort 1 make as follows, Of this I. : 


| make generally a hogſhead every year. To one hundred 
and twenty gallons of pure water, the ſofter the better, I 
put fifteen gallons of clarified honey. When the honey is 
well mixed with the water, I fill my copper, the ſame I 
uſe for brewing, which holds only ſixty gallons, and boil _ 
it till it is reduced about a fourth part: 1 then draw it 
off, and boil the remainder of the liquor in the ſame man- 
ner. When this laſt is about a fourth part waſted, I fill 
up the copper with ſome of that which was firſt boiled, —Þ 
aand continue boiling it, and filling it up, till the copper con- 
| tains the whole of the liquor, c or muſt ; ty. which time it is 
 mE of courſe half evaporated. 


I muſt obſerve that, in doiling, 1 never off the 


= fi but, on the contrary, have it well mixed with the 
f liquor, whilſt boiling, by means of a jet. 1 
When this is done, I draw it off into under- backs by 3 
cock at the bottom of the copper, where I let it remain 
till it is only as warm as new milk. At this time I tun it 
up, and ſuffer it to ferment in the veſſel, where it will form 
£"'Þ thick head. As Joon as it has done . 1 ſtop 5 
Vor. . Ne. 8. on ES down 


> - * 
— — m — 
= - — 2 — a 
2 — * — 


- 7 - — n 2 ts — "i, Io" * 2 as a 2 
N - he * * > —— kt N . dS * 8 * — — — _ _ c 3 = 
: — : - : — 4 N 2 8 9 * — 2 6 2 — - - 
. I” — ——— . * . * 5 - 9 — 8 ES I — * = — — — — — — — n W 
= a? Ye . r 0 — — Ar r — — Ce! he 5. - een 3 : <a — 5 3 5 — — . — — FRB 5 5 — — — — - - 
— * : ; — — A C C ae Bev. rence * y ware EN TO OE ED may — . a —— * 
i 5 AAA IE. — 8 Heb 7 * — , p CCT N re 2 N * 3 
2 6 — bt 0 2 > 0 oo apy nn ee . * 8 — * r 5 * Z S r — - = — — © — — 
; . 8 » \ * ö a * r — « . - 2 ol 2 * 1 * a: * - 8 7 — 22 — 
k 7 y ö * ; 20556 — Ws 7 . 9 rH — * 


r 


— * — — — 


ä — I aon—_ 
& © RY 7 wh * 
— — — 


1 Car IS 


8 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
down very cloſe, in order to keep the a air r from it as much 
as poſſible. 
I keep this, as well as all my mead, in a cellar, or vault, | 
T have for the purpoſe, being very deep and cool, and the 
door ſhuts ſo cloſe, as to keep out, in a manner, alt the out 
ward air; ſo that the liquor is always in the ſame tempera- 
ture, being not at all affected by change of weather: and 
to this 1 attribute, i in a great meaſure, the N of my i 
- mead. 
Before 1 had this vault dug and made, I uſed to bury ; 
9 my caſks deep in the ground, as the Romans ſerved their 
wines, leaving them ſo buried three months at leaſt. This, 
I found, was of great ſervice in mellowing the liquor; ; but 
it ruined my caſks ſo, that I was in a few years tired of - 
the practice, and made the vault above mentioned. 
Alncdther proportion I have of making mead is, to allow 5 
1 eighty pounds of purified honey to one hundred and twenty 
gallons of ſoft water, which J manage, in the making, in 
all reſpects, like that firſt above mentioned; and it proves 
very pleaſant, good, light drinking, and is by many pre- 
ferred to the other, which is much richer, and has a fuller 
flavour; but at the ſame time it is more inebriating, and 
apt to make the head ach if drank in too large quantities: 
therefore, upon the whole, T- imagine the laſt to be the 
proportion that makes the wholeſomeſt liquor for common 
drinking, the other being rather, when properly preſerved, 
2 rich cordial, ſomething like fine old Malaga, which, 
wWuhen in perfection, is eſteemed the beſt of the Spaniſh 8 
„ 15 
I chuſe, in DEST, to EPs this liquor pure 1 . | 
” nuine, though many love it beſt when it has an aromatic 
flavour. Such mix elder, roſemary, and marjoram flowers 
with it, and uſe cinnamon, cloves, ginger, pepper, an 
cardamoms, in various proportions according to their taſte. _ 
Others put in a mixture of thime, eglantine, marjoram, 
and roſemary, with various ſpices ; but I do not approve 
3 this laſt Many at all, as 3 green herbs are apt to make 
SONG 1 mead 
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mead drink flat, and too many cloves, beſides influencing | 

it greatly in the taſte, make it high coloured. 

I never bottle my mead before it is half a year old, and, 

when I do, I take care to have it well corked, and keep 
it i in the ſame vault wherein it ſtood whilſt in the caſk. 

VVV n 
"a, „ Your humble end? EE 
Feb. 29, 1 85 Z A Reer terne STUDENT: 
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5 4 Loter i to the Editors, on the Methed of reifng 7% Straw- - 


berries, Gooſeberries, and Currants. 


Gxrrzugv, 


AVING many years ago retired en a life of : 
Vo buſineſs to ſpend the remainder of my days in the 
country, it was natural for me to take ſome delight in 
having my garden well ſtored with at leaſt the ordinary 5 
kinds of fruit: I am not very fond of ſuch as require a 
great deal of trouble, and are very expenſive in their cul- 
tivation, being ſenſible that, when brought to maturity, 
1 they afford, at beſt, but a momentary gratification, 1, 
| Some of your readers may, perhaps, be ſurpriſed at my 
taſte being ſo depraved ; but yet, I aſſure you, that I prefer 
fine Fear barrier to pine- apples, and I am ure they at are to 
: be procured at much leſs expence. 
I have of them of ſeveral kinds ; and 450 fruit, i in hs 
8 1 is in great perfection, being large, and poſſeſſing „ 
ſine flavour. Theſe I procure with | no 5 trouble or 
difficulty in the cultivation. 1 8 
I plant them in regular rows on ho three feet = Pegs 
The | ſoil I chuſe for them is a good, natural, freſh, rich 
loam: the leſs it requires of manure the better, the fruit 
being the ſweeter and finer. 0 


On each of theſe beds above ente l 1 plant three 1 


rows of plants, i in quincunx orders at fifteen inches diſtance . 


N 2 e every | 5 
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every way; and I rather chuſe to plant them each on a_ 
little hillock, as it were, ſomething in imitation of hops. 


Between the beds are :tiryals of the ſame width. 


My next care is, by frequent hoeing, to keep my plants 
as clear from weeds as poflible, by which they are ſure to 
be ſupplied with plenty of nouriſhment; a matter of great 

conſequence, particularly when the fruit is ſet, as then 

they require moſt, and the weeds are alſo at that ſeaſon 
moſt luxuriant : I therefore then ſtir the earth with the 

boe often, which anſwers, as 1 faid befare, a e 
5 purpoſe. | 

I 6bſerve to keep my 1 as Ge as poſſible from 

| runners; by which means my fruit is larger, and ſooner 
| ripe, than it would otherwiſe be. 


When my ſtrawberry plants Live kinks. fait two ſuc 


ceflive years on the beds, I get the alleys, or intervals, dug 
up and prepared, into which I tranſplant them in the ſame 
manner they were planted in the firſt- mentioned beds, 
: Which then become in their turn the intervals. 
Here they remain two years more, when I again re- 
move them into freſh land prepared for the purpoſe, in 
this manner never letting t Fn, bear fruit more than two 
years in one ſpot. EE 
I cannot eaſily deſeribs 1 to you the 3 bend this 
method of management is of to the plants, which are 
thereby greatly invigorated, and the fruit prodigiouſly im- 
proved, both in point of ſize and flavour, inſomuch that 
they appear to be quite of a different nature from thoſe _ 
def my neighbours, who | fiſt furniſhed | me with the 5 
TT, plants. Ee . 
Il am not leſs ck with 1 to my 1 
and currants, which. under wy ent are both „ 
5 cellent fruits. 
I generally cultivate theſe together in the ſame planta- 
” tion, planting them alternately in rows, owing each tree 
ſix feet ſpace every way to grow in. 
In tlic obſervationsT have made on ſome of my 8 5 
. gardens, ! 1 have 1 found . the bee cauls of 
_ | - | their 
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their having ſuch wretched, crabbed, and ſmall gooſeberries 
and currants, was their ſuffering their trees to grow too 
thick and buſhy ; by which means the fruit could not poſ- 


fibly enjoy benefit enough from the air and- fun to be 


brought to a due ſtate of maturity. 
This induced me to try other tho . I at loa 


| ſucceeded to admiration, by only keeping the trees thin 7 
branches, by continually rubbing off the buds in the ſpring, 
and ſtirring the earth frequently about their roots ? OOK 8 
the courſe of the ſummer. 


This method is very eaſy, very orafticable; 401 very 1 | 


ceſsful, Permit me, therefore, to recommend it to ſuch of 
= your readers as like theſe common ſorts of fruit; though 
mine, I aſſure you, are bar 9 00 any that are in com- 5 
0 mon to be met with. : . 
J muſt not Rs to tell you that in I theſe kinds . 
N fruits, viz, ſtrawberries, gooſeberries, and currants, if the 
weather happens to be very dry juſt after they have bloſ- 
ſomed, and the fruit is about to knit or ſet, I beſtow a 
| watering or two, which I find to be always of very great 
benefit, occaſioning them to bear much more e : 
. than they would otherwiſe do. Wy 


My plants, being i in ſuch good heart, are ſeldom affected RE 


L by the winter's froſts; yet, if the north-eaſterly winds blow 


very ſharp, I generally cover my ſtrawberry beds thinly EY 


cover with Neale haulm, which I dale away alp in .the 
fpring. 


As I am n remarkably fond of ſtrawberries, it is no [los 


„ ſhould deſire to keep them as long in bearing as poflible; _ 
and to effect this, as I have a large number of plants, 
When they blow in the ſpring, I cauſe the bloſſoms ww: 
picked off the plants of every other bed alternately. Theſe 
plants, thus robbed of their early bloſſom, in due time pat 
forth others; and by this ſimple management I enjoy my 
favourite fruit almoſt all the ſummer and autumn, and have 


even gathered them in the. N of the month of 
Oftuber. ED. 
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I mentioned above, that I keep my gooſeberry and cur- 


rant trees very thin of branches; yet, leſt I ſhould not be 
perfectly underſtood in this Ou [ hall 9 myſelf 


a little. | 

The firſt year after planting, I permit only three or four 
| branches to grow on each tree: theſe encreaſe by degrees 
till about the third year, when there may be about twelve 


_ wide-ſpread branches on each tree; I ſcarcely ever ſuffer 
more: and I take care to keep them in a poſition as hori- 
" Honea! as poſſible, for the motion 'of the ſap being ard . 


_ retarded, they bear a larger burthen of fruit. 


I have only, before I conclude, to tell you that I permit 1 
nothing to be ſown, or planted, in the vacant ſpaces betwixt 
my gooſeberry and currant trees: I have plenty of garden 
ground, and have no occaſion to do it; beſides, I think, it 
would hurt my fruit. I keep theſe ſpaces, e. 75 5 


. yo clean from weeds, I am, 
| GrnTLEMEN, „ 
"New Dory, Suffolk, | Your humble ſervant, | 


March iſt . A e Mzrcnanr. 


NUMBER XXIX. 


| Cantions hae mowing of Wheat, He” Renal” on uh Price 
of Labour in Harveſt, in a Letter Tones" the: Revere | 


. Comber to the Editors, : 


| GenTLEMEN, 


SIT down to give you my cautions about the gatherers | 5 
after mowers of Wheat, and remarks on the Pries . 


of work- people in harveſt. 


One, and 1 think the erincital, if not fol afranties 5 

of mowing wheat, ariſes from the expedition of the work. 
One of your correſpondents has repreſented this advantage 
8 viz, that a mower will 80 twice as faſt as he could 7 


With his ſickle. : 


W 
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But, 1 apprehend, if he went not faſter * than this, Þ 
would ſcarce be worth the while to employ a mower, 
when the difference betwixt his wages and thoſe of a 
= ſhearer and their attendants wages is conſidered, _ 
* In order to profit by this method of cutting corn, we 
muſt diſpoſe every thing ſo as to promote the mower's 
expedition; and as this very principally depends upon the 
dexterity and quickneſs of his 3 the following A 
. cautions muſt be carefully obſerved. Wat 
PFirſt, To aſſociate the ſtrongeſt, moſt e and 
quickeſt mowers, with attendants of correſpondent cha- 
racters, becauſe RET is the ork. will be greatly de- 


layed. 85 
23 Secondly, To place the Krongeſt, moſt dextrous, and ” 
= 1 quickeſt mower, with his attendants, in the van; and the 


> reſt according to their ſtrength, Sc. for the ſame obvious 
= reaſon ; 3 a8 a delay in bon mower, Te, _— en ws 
- who 8 . 
Thirdly, To let the firſt mower 0 ba attendants fel in e 
well before the ſecond follow, and ſo on. By a contrary = 
practice, hurry and confuſion are created, the corn wv il-- 
gathered, and miſchief is often done to the mowers or | 
OH, = 5 | 5 
Fourthly, To check all evil emulation, which may 1 e 
4 following mower incline to preſs upon his . 5 


| F 4 eo | and create the hurry, &c. ſpoke of juſt-now. 9 1 
Ihn theſe cautions, I have ſpoke of every mower : as fot 1 8 
== -—- lowed by attendants. Now as in the method of Monſ, 
== de L'Iſle, every mower has only one attendant, this circum- 
1 ſtance may by the ignorant and inattentive be thought a 
© great advantage of the foreign over the domeſtic method of 
FP mowing Wheat. But won: the whole | 1s conſidered, 5 W 
= * I hw now a 1 of veracity, who goes every year Ts 
1 to the wolds, and aſſures me, that he has frequent! mown the 
FF length of three miles; and as he returned the ſame length 
— with his ſcythe on his ſhoulder, he walked every day fix miles, 
5 beſides twice the 3 9 the dvelling-houſe to the held. 
8 Coup. 1 crate: 
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of opinion this will appear ſo far from an advantageous ſaving, 
: that it will be — 10 impartial 9 an injudicious 


25 ſoon as poſſible &. 


It muſt then be bound without delays and for this pur- 
RE poſe a binder muſt follow every mower, if the crop is 
| good. However, if he be ſtrong and active, he will find 
-- was frequently to aſſiſt the gatherer or layer-in, ay he i 
| called, who without his help will frequently be unable, . 
St however ſtrong and active, to attend on his mower. _ 
The manner of laying the wads or hand ful: recom- 
Ci, mended, Gentlemen, by your correſpondents and ſelves, i, 
no doubt, the beſt which that ſort of management admits ; 
but, for the reaſons above given, (and others which might 
de added) not comparable to the method of binding and 


5 ſtooking after the mowers. 


1 may add to the former 3 two of conſequence 


| to be remembered, 


Fifthly, Since ſo much of the 1 of mowing of 
corn ariſes from the expedition of the work, (time in har- 
veſt being very valuable) the judicious farmer ought to 
employ as many men, and the fironge/t women he can en- 
| Sage, in attendance on his mowers, as are neceſſar rx. 

Sixthly, He ſhould be peculiarly careful to have binders 

e gnougnm, otherwiſe, as mowing makes his ſtraw very long, 
EO his bands will take too . a quantity. for « one ſheaf f to 

| allow 


» For a method is Skins” or : fooking, corn in the field, ; 


. fee page 35 of this Volume, E. 


This may eaſily be avoided, provided the cople who make : 
the bands tie them ſomewhat ſhorter than uſual, which is eaſily | 9 55 
done, and the bands will by that means 2 Kronger, and — = 


_” apt to untie at — £ ear. O. 


= crop 65 valuable as wheat ſhould never be reaped 
till it is as ripe as it can be without ſhaking off; and 

then the point of prudence is, to get it under cover from 

thoſe ſudden rains which attend harveſt, as ſoon as poſ- | 
TTT 
> -T'0 this end it C t ſhould be put in that, Fees] then ſtooked : 
6 @ to cover the other ſheaves with the two head ones, 
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ET COMMERCIALE, 95 
allow a free courſe of drying air while it has field room; 
and the binder, who finds himſelf hurried, will force toge- 

ther all he can; and by this means the bands will often 
dreaxk in loading or unloading, and great loſs enſum. 
It appears then, Gentlemen, I hope ſufficiently, that the 
= | foreign method, of allowing but one attendant to each mower _ 
= of wheat, is not really a ſaving of expence, but an injudi- 
= Ccious delay of it; for the corn muſt be gathered before it 
= GCeaE_ETE_CTCN TEES 
TI will now give you, Gentlemen, my remarks on the 
price of work-people, as relative to this ſubject, .. 
Our wiſe legiſlature, ſenſible of the great dependence 
wich the tate has on agriculture, have from time to time, 
*X as occaſion ſeemed to require, uſed endeavours to ſecure 
| Bb Eo OT os 


Ih bey have obliged mechanics to deſert their reſpective 
without which, neither they nor their trades can be upheld. 
They have forbid day-labourers to deſert their reſpe&ive 
pariſhes, without certificates from the miniſter, &c, that 
they are not needed in thoſe pariſhes for the harveſt. 
But, however wiſe our legiſlature has been, the magi- 
ſtrates, to whoſe care the execution of the laws is given, 
have been ſo remiſs in this reſpe&, as well as many others, 
* that the evil is become, at leaſt in this part of the world, 
= Aa crying one, and will be attended with the worſt conſe- 
quences to agriculture and the ftate, if not ſpeedily pre- 
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It is certainly an advantage to get the corn houſed as ſoon 
as poſſible after it is cut, provided it is in a proper condition; 
but if it happens to be weedy, it may be neceſſary to let it he 
in wads a day or two without binding. In this caſe the foreign 
method has the advantage, as more attendants than one to 
each mower would be unneceſſary. When the weeds are ſuffi- 
_ _ riently withered, the wads may very eaſily be bound, as three 
of them diſpoſed in a triangle, as recommended in this method, 
will, When united and bound, form a good-fixed ſheaf, O. 
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90. MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
The making it public is one of the moſt likely ſteps to 


_ reformation of any evil; and this is a ſtrong motive to my 


publication by your channel. 


The farmers on the Wolds depend ſo entirely, for the 
ſupport of themſelves and cattle, on crops of corn, that 
they are obliged to give any wages to work-people. from 


f the circumjacent country. 


Ih e cuſtom is, to reſort to the market at Malton, &c. 5 
and contract with the labourers who come thither with _ 
ſcythes, &c. for a month or more, as their occaſions re- 
quire, convey them home on horſeback, keep them well 
wich meat and drink, and work them almoſt day and 
night. It is uſual for a mower to get ten ſhillings, and 
above, per week, with meat, drink, waſhing and lodging; 
a binder, nearly as much; and women for en fix: - 


Ahillings, or more, with meat, &c, 


| Now, as the climate of the Wolds differs very little from | 
ours, their harveſts greatly interfere with ours; and it is 
very uſual for this whole country to be, during a conſi- 
| derable part of harveſt, deprived of its beſt work-peoplez + 
for not only the common labourers in huſbandry reſort to 
- theſe hirings, but mechanics of all the lower ſorts, who find _ 
the clear wages here given much better than the precarious 
profits of their ſeveral 3 and an nan variation E 


of labour. 


Thus are we left to ſtruggle throdgh: our merten with 
the poor help of our moſt aged and infirm labourers, and 

 _ are obliged to give for them, coming at late, and departing - 

ñt early hours, greater wages than we ought to give for 
the youngeſt and ableſt work-people, were e they reſtrained 


to their own neighbourhood. 


: few, 


_ Firſt, Our e eſpecially i in difficult E are got 5 
in late, and Ul, and the profit. of the 0p amaningey 5 


c ſunk. 


Of the ANY evils. reſulting” hence 1 den mention A 


5 | Secondly, Our un Gnding tkie they cannot depend 
on 1 weir — for alance 1 in a harveſt, hire more ſer- 
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leſs they feel to ON Purps 
wing it. . 
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vants by the year than they would otherwiſe need; and 
hence their profit is again ſunk. 


Thirdly, The price of ſervants by the year is hereby 


greatly raiſed, and conſequently the farmer's profit much 
leſſened, if not quite abſorbed. How the inſolence and 
idleneſs of ſervants riſe with their wages, and augment the 
former evils, is well known, Nor is it leſs notorious that 
the ſecutity of the landlord's rent depends on the profits 
of the farmer, and the credit of the flate; and its real 
| ſtrength, on the credit and plenty of the land-owners, 
Yet the miniſter, &c. let our ſtrongeſt and beſt labourers 
£0 to the Wolds without certificates, or even rebukes; and : 
no magiſtrate treats them, thus going, as (what they are by 
law) „ 5 
Several concurring cauſes of this ſhameful neglect might be | 
"alliances, But to conclude, by a return to the original 
ſubject, it ſeems probable that this growing evil, if indulged, . 
will bring into this country the practice of mowing both 


wheat and 9761 ;- otherwiſe. our EA muſt ſoon rot on the 


| GenTLEMEN, | 5 
Faſt. a OY Your humble ſervant, 25 


Jan. 20, 1764. SIT, | Tro, CoM * 8 ** Junior, | 


Þ It is a pity then ſhould be any 3 of thus driving, as 5 
it were, the farmers about Malton to conſult their own intereſt. 
Though they have long ſeen the advantages reſulting from | 

mowing wheat in the practice of the farmers in the Wolds, 

nothing but abſolutely feeling the inconvenience of their old 
methods can induce them to adopt others; ſo infatuated are 
: Perf, in this way, and ſo riveted to old cuſtoms, that no 
perſuaſion, no examples, can put them out of their track, un- 
le FRE. inconvenience f fill 1er. 
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N 1 M B * * xxx. 
of fome probable Improuements in the Culture of Horſe ; © 4 a 
Beans, in a Letter from the Reverend Mr, Comber b = 
to the Editors x. 5 


- rn : 
] 22005 the nature of the ſoil which 'F occupy is 


| not fit for, the growth of beans, and the farmers of. -  - . 
| ſuch land as is fit are with the utmoſt difficulty, if at all, = 
| perſuaded to try any new methods, and, in conſequence of -- 
| their prejudices againſt innovations, ſeldom, if ever, make = 
| the experiment fairly; yet I will venture to recommend, „„ 45 
| | chiefly on the probability of them, three improvements in £5 


the culture of this crop, which often proves very valuable 3 | 
one, in the method of ſowing or Plant ing them; another, in 
the management of them when growing z and the laſt, M_- 
: the reaping of them. 7 
PFirſt, The ſowing or clantion of beit due with a 4ibe 7 
ble is recommended i in your work, and very rationally, in 
| compariſon of ſowing with the hand; a method very unfit 
for diſperſing ſo heavy a ſeed, which by this means often 
falls very irregularly and as it requires great nouriſh- 
n the vp. is e often ann injuted, ſome 


part 


=; We are very 8 Mr, Comber hould have reaſon: to be 
| offended with any of our notes; but this we can venture to af. 
5 firm, that no offence was intended, and was he perſonally ac- 

Jmuainted with the gentleman who added the notes in queſtion, 

he would be of the ſame opinion. This gentleman is now, in. 
the country, yet we can take upon us to anſwer for his not wing 
Mr. Comber any future cauſe of of ara pr We muſt once 

more thank this rntleman for his ſeveral valuable communica. 
tions, and hop e for a continuance of his favour; and he may be 
aſſured that, ir ſuch is his deſire, his letters ſhall be printed 

without any notes whatever annexed to them. The pieces he . 

Mentions to have in hand will be yy 3 whenever 
: he — to {end ou E. R 5 
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parts of the land being unable to bring to perfection the 
quantity y which falls on them, and other parts of the land 


ping idle. Yet the dibble is a . and irregular LET 
ment in compariſon of another, for which I know not a 


name, but which will my be underſtood by the follow- 
ing deſcription, 
Take a plank of oak, e or other wood, of fuch length and 


breadth as a man can eaſily manage by an handle fixed in it 
upright, and of ſuch thickneſs as to be firm in the working, 5 

| Drive into the under ſide of this plank wooden pegs of ſuch 
thickneſs, length, and diſtance from each other, as, from, 


a conſideration of the ſoil and other circumſtances, ſeems 


| likely to form proper beds in the ground for the beans, 


when the inſtrument is ſtruck into the ground by the work- 


men, who, when the land is properly prepared for /ewing, or. 
| planting, (call it which you will) muſt begin at one end. of 
his land next the furrow, and when he has. ſtruck his in- 
ſtrument once into the ground, and taken it out, muſt 
direct it, in the ſecond ſtroke, ſo as to fall in as. nearly as he 
can with the laſt impreſſion, ſo that the interſtice betwixt 
the laſt row of holes, made by the firſt impreſſion, and the 
firſt of the ſecond, may not be conſiderably different from. 7 


| the interſtices betwixt any rows in any. one impreſſion. 


Ie intelligent readers, Gentlemen, need not, perhaps, 5 
be told, that, in order to perform this work properly, tbe 
labourer muſt not work forwards, ſince by this means he, 
Would tread up the holes he made; but either backwards, or 
(las that motion is ſomewiſe unnatural and diſagreeable) rather. 

| fideways. Nor can it be neceſſary, to.ſay; to ſuch, readers, 


that when the workman comes to the end of his. lands, he, 


muſt obſerve in his return the ſame rule fox As hr woah 8 
in. its ſide way polition, as before, and now alſo in its end 
poſition, viz. to leave as nearly, as he can, without too 

much ANKELY's, the ſame ingerſtics betwixt che rows of, 


holes. 


. them, oy: be able to follow bim; ; and 8 this may 
c ſeem 


n leaſt 1 wha ck neh an pp 3 W | 8 5 
” attention, to put a bean into every hole in the rows. aſſigned. 


+ 8 
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ſeem a ſow, and therefore expenſive method of ſowing, yet ; 
When it is conſidered that only one man is employed, and 


that the children who follow will be hired for ſmall wages, 


that ſeed is hereby ſaved, and that the crop will be regular, 
J am perſuaded that it is a probable improvement ; ; and 1 
am told that ſomething of this kind is actually done in 
Hertfordſhire, and particularly about Roy/ton, though I have 
never been able to ſtay long enough to aſcertain the cir- 
2; cumſtances. . 
Secondly, It is well known that gardeners ſo to lop the | 
. tops of beans, and for good reaſons; viz. that the topmoſt 


dloſſoms hardly ever come nearly to perfection; or, if they 


do form pods and beans, theſe are / ſmall and backward, as 
to be worth little; and that the taking away theſe enables 
dhe ſap to make t the lower bloſſoms and pods far more vi- 


0 gol ous. 


1 The fame reaſons hold indiſputably for the ſame ma- . 5 
1 nagement of horſe-beans in fields, if it can be contrived to 
take place without great inconvenience; which, I think, 88 


55 Gentlemen, it may do by the following method. 


The furrows of ſtrong lands (ſuch alone are Ke for the ; 
growth of beans) ſhould be always kept large and open; 
bother wiſe, in the early ſeaſon of ſowing beans, the ground 
wo.ill be too wet to work properly. For the ſame reaſon 
the lands ſhould not be very broad, that the water may 
_ eaſily deſcend in winter into the furrows, without having 
very high ridges, a great fault in ſtrong lands, which by 

0 ſuch means eaſily bark and chap in ſummer. . 
5 Theſe circumſtances will afford two conveniences for BAY 
: Performance of the propoſed operation, which I Wan, have N 


done by garden- -ſhears. 


The one is, that the furrows will be wide enough to 
1 admit a careful perſon of moderate ſize to go up them with- 
cout doing conſiderable harm to the bloſſoms adjoining to 
the ſides of the furrow; the other is, that he will be able 5 
to reach to the ridge of the land with his ſhears at one cut- 
5 ting, . as he 11 have B's 7 hears on — 
for 
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for. this work, which will conſequently be Sr with 


much longer handles, 


I ſhall not preſume to ee whether it is more "TY 


viſeable for the workman to turn from fide to fide, fo as 
to lop the two halves of two lands in once going up or 
down the common furrow, or to return to work on the 
other land when he has finiſhed the former; yet the lat- 
ter method ſeems preferable, as the workman will probably, 
in his return, reſtore, by a contrary motion, ſome ſtalks 
which he may have ſwayed * his ny or clothes in his 
; former walk; - - 
I ſhould alſo adviſe this operation to be ke wha 
: the bloſſoms towards the bottom of the ſtalks firſt appear, 
for many reaſons, viz. that by this caution the bloſſoms 
will ſuffer leſs from the workman's body and clothes, and 
the fall of the tops; that leſs ſap will be loſt and | the 
: lower bloſſoms become more vigorous. 1 55 
I have only to add, that the cuttings which fall among 
"_ ſtalks will afford ſome covering to the ground from 
the heat of the ſun, and conſequently, i in ſome degree, pre- 
vent the chapping of the earth, and retain the moiſture 
which falls, and gradually become a manure. = 
\ Thirdly, It is the known practice of gardeners to pluck . 
5 their beans for ſeed up by the roots, and ſet them in heaps 
to dry. This practice I would recommend to the farmer, 
as it will be found not much more chargeable than cutting 
of them, and is attended with ſeemingly- conſiderable ad- 
advantages: for when beans are cut, they muſt be nearly 
ripe; otherwiſe, having no longer any nouriſhment from 5 
the root, they will thin amazingly: but if they are cut 
when ripe, or nearly ripe, the pods loſe great quantities of . 
the ſeed in the operation, and conveyance home. On the 
185 contrary, beans, if plucked a conſiderable time before they 
are ripe, with the roots, will receive nouriſument Tough = 
to ripen them fully, and loſe no ſeed. 5 = 
lagree with your correſpondent entirely, i in carrying them, + 
2s ſoon as reaped, on to ſome other land; and I ſhould ad- 
. that to be a gear- eaten piece of ground, adjoining 1 
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the place where they are to be ſtacked; ſo that, when they 


ſeem ſufficiently ripe, they may be ſtacked, and the beans, 


which then ſhake out, ſwept up without loſs, 


| Bean-ftraw is hardly fodder for any cattle whatever, . 


cept in great nereflity. Although, therefore, the roots be 


- plucked up with the ſtalk, the ſtraw will ſuffeiently anfwer 


its boſt purpoſe, vix. dedding and manure. es 
1 Fs 
"GrnTLEMEN, | 5 
Your humble fra. 


fo; Eaft-Newton, n Tuo. e Junior. 


9 8 on 7 — FIG 


NUMBER. XXXI. 


| bound by lam, te. 3 5 
sIR, 


T HOPE you will excuſe the table of 4 letter fem 3 

I perfect ſtranger to your perſon, though not to your 

name, which I ſee very frequently mentioned with great 
applauſe, in the Mu ſeum Nuſticum, which I have with much | 


FRY taken from the firſt commencement. 


1 wiſh I could ſee it * into more general uſe. 


I chink the plan is uſeful, and the ſubjects, in general, 
very entertaining, and hope it t wil de continued with Ui 5 
ſame ſpirit it is begun with. . 
I find yeu have made the eur of artificial graffes more . 

_  partieularly your ſtudy, and two eſpecially of the foreign 
bort, which we in this country are abſolute ſtrangers to 
Isk mean lucern, and burnet: the latter, J muſt confeſs, ! 
ànKnnever heard of till I met with ſome account of it in the 
|  Muſeam Ruſticum; but the other I have ſeen tried by fome 
few farmers about Maidſtone, by way of experiment only : 1 


I 


_—_—— 


4 
= 
*Þ 
» 
4% 
wy” 
"_ 
657 
* 
„ 
1 
* 
* 
-X 
X 8 5 
* * 
E 
i 72 
- 
EE 
, 3 jt 
* | 
3 
. 
Wh. 
IF 5 
7 
. 
. 
1 
2 + 
a 
*4 
De 
5 
we 
: 


4 
f 

*. 
#4 
2 
1 
Wh 
To 

1 
5 


ET COMMERCIALE = I03 
I live in the moſt eaſtern part of Suſſex, where, I believe, 


neither of thoſe graſſes have been yet ſeen (except a few 


roots in a garden); and have a NE Colire to VT. ad ” ” 
them this year. 


The land I uſe is of two very different kinds; the up- 


land, a remarkably light and deep ſandy loam ; the marſh- 
land, a very ſtiff leech ; both firong, though N foul 5 
by negligence in huſbandry. 
As you live fo far from the ſea, the word leech may : 
. require ſome explanation. 3 | 
As the ſea left the marſhes by tes; the r brought . 
up the mud with them, and fwerved to the depth, at ſome 
| places, of fix or eight feet; which mud we call fleech, It 
1s exceedingly replete with ſalts, and is, either of itſelf, 5 
by mixing with other land, capable of bearing the greateſt 
crops of any manure whatever. It is indeed apt, at firſt, 
to run too much to ſtraw, but never needs any amendment. 
With good huſbandry, and now and then a fellow to clear 
it of weeds, it will bear for ever. : 
I have a piece of the opted; of - five acres, which laſt : 
4 year bore a crop of wheat: I have plowed it once, and in- 
tend to ſtir it three times more before I ſow it; by which, 
and the harrow, I hope in good meaſure to clear it of the 
couch, with which it abounds, By the beginning of May, 2 
I propoſe to put in fourteen pounds of lucern, and two 
| buſhels of oats on an acre, I think that is the quantity 
you direct. If Iam wrong, I mall take it as kind 
that you will correct me. 8 
I ſhould be glad to try a leſs piece thai: fire acres at | 
1 fiſt; but I have none ſmaller. However, if it ſucceeds, ! 
5 mall be the better pleaſed; and ſhould it fail, I ſhall be leſs 
vexed on account of the loſs of the ground, than the ſneers 
of my neighbours, who, I am ſatisfied, will be well pleaſed | 
_ at the ill ſucceſs of any eee out of the common . 
way + 


For my own part, T have a gert opinion of CTR and, 


from what you ſay, likewiſe of burnet. - I am reſolved to 


try it another year, if the lucern ſucceeds this; if not. 1 
Vor. II. Ne. A. Ff... muſt 
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muſt lay aſide e or 1 ſhall be, marked for a 


ſchemer. 


I muſt beg you will inform me, whether Riff Sond 


5 will anſwer for burnet: I have a great deal more of that 
wh in tillage, and can better ſpare a few acres for a trial. | 


The fleech is ſufficiently deep, and ſtrong enough to bear 

| any thing, and I will uſe my utmoſt endeavours to clear it 
of rubbiſh. If you think that ſort of land is proper for 
burnet, 1 ſhall be much obliged to you if you will explain 
to me the nature of the e and . method of : 


5 raiſing it. 


Is am, in a manner, obliged to apply to. you; for I how 
= no one elſe that can give me the information 1 deſire, or 
ſupply me with the ſeed, of which I deſire to know the pro- 
per quantity on an acre, and the price, as well as the 
price of lucern ſeed, which, I hope, you can arp me : 


48 with, or inform me where I can procure it. 


ER know J could have the feed from Lads, or 1 
1 5 Frans, which I am much nearer to; but then I cannot 

depend on the goodneſs, which is more material to me tan 
the price; and I make no doubt but you will kt 1 me have = 


it on the ſame terms you let others. 


I fancy there is one objection to theſe allo; ; -ekivlic is 
5 blowing, or, as ſome call it, hoving cattle when they are 
at firſt turned in; but as I know an infallible remedy for 
that diſorder, if applied in time, I am eaſy on that ſcore, 
I ought indeed, in compliance with the plan of the Muſeum 
Ru icum, to mention My though 1 it 1s o ach I fear it will 3 


7 be diſregarded. 


When a bullock is ; ſo much 8 that he cannot dung, 
4 and moving is painful to him, take two quarts of mild ale: 
put into it live coals and embers (of wood) till the beer is 
8 blood warm; ſcum off the coals that ſwim ; 3 and. give him 
the beer and aſhes, and drive him about. You may de- 
pend om it, that will make him break wind | in a ſhort time; 


5 which will immediately relieve him. 


I have had eight or ten oxen blown at a time, but never 5 
Enew this t to fail in ny life, if given While the bullock can.” 
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ſtand; but if he drops, the only way then is to ſtab bim, 
; which I ſuppoſe you know the method of doing. 

As I imagine, by this time, your patience is worn out by 
* length of this letter, I — 8 leave to ſubſcribe 


n with on e 
Your moſt humble ſervant, &e. 


NUMBER XXXIL 


5 A. Rocque- s Anſwer to the obo Letter, c e the : 


Price of Burnet and Lucern Seed, and a Method of 
N Lucern fron blowing, or beving Cattle, Ka 


81 K, 


For the nature of the burnet, and the method of ke | 


, ſee the Muſeum e Number CVI. ane che : 
Fir, Page 460. 1 
„ quantity to be ſown is 5 3 to: an acre, 5 
and the price I ſell it for is two ſhillings the pounds. but me Fo 
0 Jucern ſeed we ell at one ng: VVT 


* FOG Mr. Ronen s method of inen g he's pages 295, 


296, 306, 308 and 460 of our Firſt Volume; and for his me- 
_ thod of cultivating lucern, ſee the ſame pages, and alſo page 339 
of the e ſame volume, where this Fabjery' 15 treated of at large. 88 


TN anſwer to your letter, which! was conveyed to me 
by Mr. Newbery, it is with pleaſure J inform you 
5 that either your frong land, or your ſleech, will produce 
both lucern and _ provided the land be Clean and , 
not flooded. „ 
For the manner of cultivating the land; and of fowing | its 
1 recommend you to the Muſeum Alien, where I have = 
py been very particular on that head“. . N 
In your letter you propoſe ſowing with your lucern 
two buſhels of oats to an acre; but that is too much; CY 
buſhel and a half will be ſufficient, 
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106 MUSEUM RUSTICUM | 
The firſt cut of the burnet will cure horſes of the greaſe, v4 

i FE and there is no danger of its blowing, or hoving the cattle; 

_— but the lucern will, unleſs it be cut the day before it is 

i given to them. Tam, SIR, 

1 „„ . b Your moſt obedient 8 . 

Þ = B. "ROE 


| 1 = | Walham-Green near Fulham, Middleſer, 
55 March os. 1 oh. : 


3 N U M B E R XXIII 


3 4 2 10 he Editars, containing. a Method I curing 
3 I beat ee in the Field 9 5 Rain in Harveſt. : 


iF 5 ee CT 
Tn. WET harveſt is what a as Jreads more tha 
1 5 5 almoſt any thing, as it hurts the quality of his corn, TH 
1 5 encreaſe his expences, and greatly leſſens his profits. „ 
. 80 much depends on the well getting- in of our bread- . 7 
1 | corn, that every man, who knows any thing that can for= | * 
wound ſo good a purpoſe, is, I think, in duty bound to e I 
GE: municate it for the benefit of the public. PR | 
OO © It is a well-known maxim that wheat ſhould be lefe 95 2 
| 3 ſome days in the field, after it is cut, before it is inned: this, 5 
. the farmers think, and not without reaſon, improves its 
| quality; the dews plump the kernels, and the ſun brings - 
4 e it to a proper and perfect ſtate of maturity. . 
II ᷑ beſe then are the benefits that reſult from 8 the 
3 py 3 for ſome time abroad; but it is neceſſary the we- 
ther ſhould be fine, or gitat loſſes a are often the ns ae : 
V of eee, 15 
1 8 . Sometimes, when the fray leaſt 3 1. the hs 5 
e Lots in foul, and it rains for ſeveral weeks ſucceſſively: it is ; 
then very difficult to preferve the wheat from being greatly 
damaged, notwithſtanding the ny" contrivances that have | 
been has ach of for this purpoſe 
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| Some ſhock their ſheaves, ſetting them up in traves of 
ſix ſheaves of a ſide, and two to cap them; but this is a 
very dangerous method, and never to be practiſed after 
much rain has fallen: if the ſheaves were dry when the 
traves were ſet up, from an expectation of its raining, it is 


of great ſervice; but if the ſheaves are firſt ſuffered to be 


wet, ten to one but the corn ſweats, ſprouts, and rots, by ; 
being ſo cloſe confined from the action of the air. 
After all, I am apt to think that it is full as well not to 
cop the ſhocks ; for if the rain is not very heavy and con- 
ſtant indeed, the cars, provided they do not touch the 5 
ground, will dry nearly as faſt as they are wette. 
In Middleſex, Kent, and ſome parts of Eſſex, they ge- 
nerally bind their wheat as they reap; but then it muſt be 
ſuppoſed that their crops are, for the moſt part, pretty clear 
from green weeds, which would otherwiſe cauſe the ſheaves 
to ſweat violently in 380. e, and . — the 85 
corn. 
When a bunt is fo unfortunate as to have bis wheat- 5 
ſheaves thoroughly wetted, if fine weather enſues, I would 
by all means adviſe him to unbind them, and afterwards _ 
ſpread them out to be dried by the ſun. This ſimple method 
will often prevent great loſſes, and the wheat Tay; at t laſt 
be got in in tolerable good order, 
I the rain, however, ſhould continue long, and there 5 
8 ſhould be danger of the kernels growing, which by obſer- _ 
vation he may eaſily judge of, I would adviſe the thinking 
farmer inſtantly to carry it home wet as it is, and after- 
Wards manage it as 1 mall direct from my « own frequent 
experience. „%% gy 1 85 
When the waggon, or cart, comes home "landed with 8 
5 ſheaves, let them be thrown promiſcuouſly into the bay of 
the barn, and not regularly mowed ; for it is neceſſary they 
mould lie hollow, that the air may get into the vacuities, and 
prevent the ſheaves from heating during the little time they en 
are to continue in the ſituation above deſcribed. | 
Let our farmer next prepare ſome cing hone, ſuch as 
horſe-meat i is cut. in, in Kent, and ſome other counties, : 5 
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and which I have ſeen deſcribed in your collection. The | 
number of theſe boxes ſhould be according to the quantity 
of wheat he has wet; but three or four — d ke pt | 


going will do a great deal of work. 


With theſe cutters let the ears be cut off from the wet 
| ieives; and when a ſufficient quantity are collected from 
all the boxes, let them be put looſely up in ſacks, and cars. 
Tied to a malt-kiln, there to be regularly and gradually dried 

and when the firſt parcel is done, br og is to fucceed, and 

fo on till the whole work is completed. FI 7 

This method I can, from my own experience, recom- 

mend to your readers; and it is leſs expeuce than would at 
firſt thought be imagined, The heat of the kiln may be 
kept up higher than when malt is drying, as the chaff of 
the ear will prevent the kernel of the wheat irom being 
5 damaged by the fire, unleſs the heat is very intenſe indeed; 
but it will, however, be proper to keep the ears gently ſtir- 
ring with a fork, 0: rake, during the time they are drying. 


In this management the farmer will find great advan- 


By tages 1 and his wheat will, with a very inconſiderable addi- | 
tional expence, be nearly, and ſometimes quite, as good in 
2 wet harveſt, as if it was houſed in ever 10 Sd order, 
m une ſun-ſhining weather. : 
„„ by chance, after you have cut off the ears trom the. 
5 ſheaves, the weather ſhould change, and become fine, you | 
may often dry them without the aſſiſtance of the kiln, by 
ſpreading them thin on a large threſhing-cloth, and turning 
them frequently with a wooden rake; and even, if by this 
method you ſhould not entirely dry them, it will till bring 
- them ſo forward that the kiln will eaſily complete the cure, 
1 muſt, however, before I conclude, caution the farmer 
e "not to ſuffer the kiln to be much heated, unleſs the ears 
5 75 kept conſtantly ſtirring during the time they are drying. i 
Tou may Probably. hear from me again, if 1 fee this in- 
ferted.” Tam, 15 


Ge N I. E MEN, 
Eier e our moſt obedient ſervant, 


April by C Faxukk. 
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4 Letter to the Editors, ebe en e a Meth of preparing 


1 880 N 


| GrnTLEMEN, | ny Sg 
A Few years ago I had: a "olaneitul crop of. peas on a ten- 


acre piece, which lies near my houſe: when they 
were full podded and nearly ripe, I had them hooked in the 
uſual manner; but before I could get them in, there came a 
heavy ſhower of rain, which wetted them through and 
through ; and thedull heavy weather, with frequent ſhowers, 
which followed, prevented their drying for a conſiderable time. 
I cauſed the wads to be from time to time turned, to pre- 
: vent the haulm from rotting; and at length, a few dayͤs 
ſun · ſnine dried them enough to be inned ; for as they lay . 
r the wind was greatly afliſtant to the operation. 
| Before I got them in, on examining ſome of the pods, 1 
bound that the peas were all ſprouted to a conſiderable 
length: this was what I had expected, as I gave my crop 
over for loſt, till after a little recollection, as the weather 
al continued fine, L determined to threſh then. in dne 
i field. „ 
. "This was accordingly tn 3 and the corn, after it was 
caſt and riddled to ſeparate i it from the rubbilh, Was dried : 
on my malt-kilnn. 5 
When this operation was over, "Thegan to rele i in whit 
manner I ſhould diſpoſe of my peas, being ſenſible that they 
could not be proper for ſeed, and ſtanding no chance of 
diſpoſing of them to any advantage i in the market. 5 
At length, as it was then a time of war, and of courſe. 
there was a great demand for pork fer the uſe of the navy, 
I determined to buy in a conſiderable number of lean hogs, 
that I might by their means conſume this crop on my own n 
3 and-1 in that manner make the moſt of it. 
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My expectations were more than anſwered, for I found, 


ON by repeated experience, that three buſhel: of the peas I have 
mentioned went nearly as far in fattening the hogs I bought, 


as four buſhels got i in * and hard i in the manner e 
8 practiſed. 


T bis diſcovery I made ſeveral years ago, wag: it bas turned 


5 out to my advantage; for, ſince that time, I have been 

quite indifferent as to the weather in which my peas are 

booked, being rather better pleaſed, as far as relates to them, 
with wet, than dry weather: but if the weather happens 
to be dry at the time they are ripe, I always cauſe as many 

| as I want for feeding my hogs, which are not a few in a 

year, to be regularly malted in the ſame manner, nearly, as : 

my barley: this management has, of late, ſucceeded oye 

: well with me, and I therefore intend to continue it. 


Beſides feeding my hogs with theſe malted Peas, I have 


beſides often given them to my horſes, with W which they 
185 8 very well, and are heartening food. . 
1 urkeys will fatten pace on them allo, and be fine , 
: meat. 35 | 
I have . my ad peas to many other uſes, : 
which I have not, at preſent, time to enumerate : but 
| were they only uſed for feeding hogs and horſes, it is ſtill 
worth while to prepare ſome in this manner every year. 
I ſhould be glad to ſee inſerted in your collection ſome 
55 good and efficacious remedies, for the cure of the ſeveral 
diſeaſes incident to cattle : ſome of your correſpondents have 
- 5 preſcribed for the rot in ſheep; ; but I do not recollect, that 
they have touched . W other ifordet, even in n that | 
| _ uſeful animal. 3 „ 
„„ I hope this b will be produce of ſome good letters ns 
1 on this nteretiing ſubject. 


1 am, GenrLazaN, 


| TT wanne bn 155 N er humble ſervant, 4 
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'N U 1 B E R xxxV. 
4 Latte to the Bditors reſpeating the Drying of 2 


| GzanrTLEMEN, 


Am ſurpriſed to ſee ſo little ſaid in your work on 1 the 15 
5 1 ſubject of planting hops, and the management of them 
| before and after they are gathered: it is a ſubje certainly 
| worthenquiring into, and ſome of your experienced corre- 
ſpondents would greatly merit the thanks of the public were 
they to ſend you their thoughts and practices in this matter. 
I ſhall myſelf, for the preſent, make a few general ob- 
ſervations on this head, which may probably be of en : 
-» attended to as hints of improvemefft. . 
In drying hops, the conſtant cuſtom is to depend entirely : 
on the ſkill of the workman, with reſpe ct to the degree of 
1 heat that it is neceſſary to keep up in the kiln: and this 
ſkill often fails him; for many of them are apt to think 
key know more than they really do; and, in fact, as this 
knowledge is only to be acquired by e it is a Fong 
- nme before any of them attain it, | 
Would it not then be much better to WOW the de- 
gree of heat by means of a thermometer placed in ſome 5 
proper poſition! ? This would be an unerring rule to go by; 
and the hop-growers would, by this means, be delivered 
| from the effects of the impoſitions and malice of many of 
- theſe men, who pretend to poſſeſs a particular ſecret of dry- Es 
Ds ing hops, which they affect to keep to themſelves; and it 
7 is not unfrequently that they purpoſely ſpoil a parcel of hops, N 


that may chance to belong to a man they like not; and this 5 
> they may eafily do, and impute it to accident. 
It has been long a diſpute, whether it is belt to cover the 
* kiln, on which hops are dried, with hair-cloth, or with _ 
double plates of tin; in which latter caſe any fuel may be 
uſed, which is a matter of great cone eee mani a 

material difference in the expence. 
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112 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 

But my opinion in this matter is, that neither method is 
in itſelf perfect: by drying on hair-cloths it takes up much 
more time, and more fue] of a coſtly kind; on the contrary, 


by drying on the double tin plates above mentioned, the 


hops, without the greateſt care, will be burnt, or ſcorched, 
to the great prejudice of the owner: I would, therefore, 


recommend a method which I have myfelf tried with ſuc- 
_ ceſs, though not in any very large quantities: I ſuppoſe, 
however, it would anſwer to the full as well, if not vets 1 


| when conſiderable quantities are to be dried and bagged. 


My method then is, to cover the bottom or floor, : 
where the hops are to lie, with good tin plates, ſoldered 
and riveted together: over this tin floor I lay a double 
hair-cloth {trained pretty tight; and on this I lay the hops, 
which in this method dry gradually, and retain their fine 

colour and ſmell ; qualities which add much to thei value 5 

e in a market. e 85 

When one fide of the bed of bee is ed dried, 1 . 

| flacken the fire in the furnace, that the great heat may go 

off before they are turned: this is neceſſary, as they wan 7 


otherwiſe break and ſhatter in the operation. 


Il do not love in general to lay them above four inches. 
thick on the cloth; but if I am hurried, I lay them ſix or 
eight inches thick, with this caution however, that the 
| thicker the layer or bed is, the more low —5 oo: * 


firſt ſhould be the heat to dry them. 


It is not eaſy to deſcribe when the bed will ws fit * 
turning: it may, however, eaſily be known on inſpection; 
and ſome ſay, that when they are ſo light as to jump, when 


the bed is beat gently with a ſtick, they ſhould be turned: 


one thing, however, is to be obſerved, that after they are 
turned, a very few hours complete the drying; a third or =» 
fourth part of the time they were on the kiln before turning 
will do. Iam interrupted, and muſt therefore for this 
„ time, conclude. | 1 1 


Your humble Cds: 


3 March 3 27, 3 . A Miles Hor: PLANTER, | 5 
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N U M B E R XXXv1. 
T the Pditors of the Muszum RUSTICUM, 5 


| GrxTLemEx, 5 


88 I am, anne . 
3 . _Your bumble fervant, 


| Api e 7 : 


ts Account of 6 Ceal Ball made at Liege, 


| 3 N purſuance of the wen of the ſociety, I ſhall endea- . 

your to give an account of factitious coal made at Liege, | 
Hut firſt I ſhall quote two authors, who mention it in their 
Accu of the town of 1 ) 8 


. * Though we 3 not ke a 3 of inferting i in our EY | 

Jefiicn what has already appeared in print, yet we willingly 
give place to the above account; not only becauſe it is evidently 

uſeful, and proper to be more known than it can be by means 
of the Tranfactions of the Royal Society, which bear a high 


5 Probes ; but alſo to oblige a | nd who has greatly contri- 
5 uted to enrich our work. : "Ho 


S our daily papers are continually full of POT RT 
of the high price of coals, which falls very hard on 
the laborious poor, I have taken the pains to tranſcribe for 
you a paper out of the Philoſophical Tranſactions * and 
can aſſure you that I have myſelf ſeen the fuel there men- 
- tioned burnt in the ſeveral fires uſed in the Royal Society's | 
| houſe at Crane-Court, where they had laid in ſome ſtore 
that year; and alſo at the right honourable Arthur On- 
| flow's, then ſpeaker of the honourable houſe of com- 
mons, in Leiceſter-Street, near Leiceſter- Fields; and in . 
both places it burnt to the great comfort and Iatatagion of + 
all thoſe perſons preſent at the experiment. | 

At Aix la Chapelle, they give it ſo much the preference 
to coal alone, that, though the town is ſurrounded with 5 
- Ccollieries,. mT: burn in all their beſt rooms no other fuel. 
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The firſt is, Le Curieux Antiquaire, ou Recueil Cogr 
phigue et Hiflorique, par le Sieur P. L. Berkenmeyer 3 
Leide 1729, p. 182. Where he ſays, This biſhopric 
(Liege) ig rich mines of houille, or flone coal *, which 
<< the inhabitants ſell in the Netherlands, and by es fale of 

it get above 100,000 ducats per annum. 

This coal lights eaſily, and gives a great heats it is 

« not therefore to. be wondered, that fire is reckoned 

„ amongſt other advantages the Liegeis boaſt of: they ſay, 

* they have the beſt bread, the hardeſt iron, and the hoteſt 

«© fire: by this laſt they mean de la howille, which being 

once well lighted caſts the 2 nag heat if it be wetted : 


« with water.” 
The ſecond book I mall n mention is, 4 Delices 4. Pais 


7 1 vol. III. p. 243, where I find that this town, Liege, 

is faid to be « the hell of women, becauſe they are obliged 
to work more here than in any other country, They 
 « draw the boats, and carry on their backs, like ſlaves, 
4% ls bouilles, and other things $1 and theſs women are called 1 55 


- des Botrefes. . 


5 | 'In the year 1628, by a 8 paper hs 1 you, 5 
„ it: appears, that this fue] was known in England at that time; 
and, if you will believe the author * me paper, it was : 
dAiſcovered by Hugh Plat in 1 594. 5 
here is an account of it printed | in WR elſons * the | 
1 of December, 1716 ; where it is propoſed to be made 
with the black ouſe of the Thames, and for four-penee per = 
2 8 buſhel. 3 - 
I have uſed this 8520 a clay. bred: upwards of ten. 


Ps years, and by experience I find it to anſwer very well. 


18 a moſt excellent fire for roaſting, for heating of i irons, ” 
are . 1 ule” 1 in 7 — r, u, 
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2 — null, and the mixture of coal — . a OP. 
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The method in which it is made at Liege, where I firſt 
aw it, and made ſome myſelf, is as follows: 
Take one third of unctuous clay (ſuch as brewers TY to 
bung their veſſels : in it there muſt be neither ſand, gravel, 
or ſtone) and two thirds of coal-dyſt ; mix and make them 


incorporate well together z_ caſt them into round balls or 


| bricks; and you may put them on a coal fire, and they will 
burn directly: but if they are made in ſummer time, and 
laid to diy for uſe in winter, they will light ſooner. 
Thus you have an hot, clean, bing wy not at all of- ; 
ſenſive to the ſmell. 3 
The duſt is there the refuſe of the mine, ad 8 may 2% hore - 
of the coal merchant 8 yard; o that this fuel comes eee 
iin .,. | 
Nor is it oeceffary to put 6 5 coal- aut, fe ſome | 
clay (particularly what I uſe myſelf in the country) will do 
if mixed two thirds clay and one third coal-duſt; and the 
true proportion of the mixture muſt be found by experience: 
but it is always better to put in too much than too little 
coal - duſt at firſt, becauſe men are too * to be eee 5 
os in making experiments, 3 
| This fuel is not only to be bad a at ; an eaker price, but * 
0 likewiſe more durable. - 


How far it may be uſeful in 4 been lb. 


: U Sc. I muſt leave to the conſideration of the ſe- 
vera! perſons concerned in them. 5 
I have heard, that at Liege they burn both ls and 
brick with ty. but as IT never fav it done, I cannot t affirm 5 
7M | 5 


Gp, Gm FY , Philoſephicol Gaia, * 


400, for the months Aprik, Aly. June, and 1. 
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NUMBER XXXVILL 


+ 4 Lau, to 2. Robeft Davis, on the Ul Methed of ; 


2 Pi . 
8 I R, 


A 


| piece of intelligence relative to the feed of theſe creatures, 


5 ought 1 to be more A known than it is at pre · 
„% — 
Put two * F of the Gage litter and . in | different : 


ED ties for fattening ; give each the ſame quantity of * 


meal, or whatever food it be; make no difference but in 
the quantity of water given. Suppoſe, for inſtance, dame's 


pig has a gallon a day, and mine but two quarts, or in 


proportion to a larger quantity: dame's pig will be 
_ conſiderably the fatteſt and heavieſt, but mine will be the : 
beſt and firmeſt meat 4. Great quantities of liquids extend 
the veſſels of both man and beaſt; and a due, but not over, 

proportion of water is a neceſlary ms for thoſe 
who would have good bacon or pork. 

It is a vulgar faying, that hogs delight! in dirt : they 40 

tas but the hog that is i 8 and feeds cleaneſt, is s the . 


85 e and belt meat. = 
” Jam, SIR, yours, 


» For the letter W . our  coneſpondent, ſee Non. 


: - ber IT. page 11, of this volume. = 
I A common word in Eſſex, &c. meaning fare pigs that are 
in tolerable proof, and fit to put up to barley meal or ns 
= nt this 
7 hint, as many country dames have formed an opinion, that the 
leſs water a rig has that 1 is 1 b 94 to "vs the ſooner it is kt | 


We are greatly obliged to the gentleman who 


| for the itt. k. 


Letter in | the Auto Rufticum .. n to 5 
pigs being put up to fatten, induces me to convey a 
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4 Letter to Mr. Robert Dan on the Tea Plant 11 


enn 


sI R, 


1 am, SIR, 


5 F Felxtow Cotage, 7 T7 th, | Yours, e. 


"On * 7. 


| . We i imagine this is be South- $:a tea, which is thought 3 
| bs the ſame plant as the Paraguay tea; but whether it is the 
ame as the tea brought from China, is yet undetermined: that 


it bears a ſtrong reſemblance to it, in Ravour and ne 
is however certain. 33 


_NUM-. 


ET COMMERCIALE uy 


HE account publiſhed ; in the Muſeu e of 

the tea ſhrub thriving in South Carolina, I have not 
ike leaſt doubt of: the latitude is the ſame with that in 

which it grows in India; the difference of north to ſouth. 

But I have till ſtronger reaſon to believe it does actually 
grow ſpontaneouſly in that part of America: I was one of 
the fools that went over to Georgia, and while I was there, 

I frequently made tea of a leaf gathered from a ſhrub, which 
| the Indians called Cena“, and which they often ſmoked 

| when they had no tobacco: and, I am told, this ſhrub ex- 

_ actly reſembles the tea ſhrub in India. The method I uſed 

with it, was to dry it baſtily 1 in an iron pot, and then put 

| boiling water to it, as is uſual in making tea; and the fla- 

vour was very agreeable ; the colour dal as brown as 

coffee; but that, I apprehend, aroſe from the haſty method 

of drying it, for the leaves were rather parched than dried. 

I have often ſmoked a pipe of coſſena with their majeſties, : 

| Toma Chaci and Senoati, his queen, at their mud palace, 

about three miles from Savanake; and his majeſty was 1 

pleaſed to expreſs great ſatisfaction therewith, when he had 
not a penny to buy tobacco, which was often the caſe. 
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NUMBER XXXIX. 


4 Letter 10 the Editors, on the Uſes of Parze or of as 


Food for Carte. 


8 NTLEMEN, 


 BOUT four years ago 1 bought a parcel of as poor 


8 8 land as can be imagined : it was part of an old park. 
* The whole of the park conſiſts of ſome hundred acres, and was 


about forty years ago purchaſed by a farmer in good circum- 
ſtances, who divided it into five different parcels, and built 
as many brick houſes, barns, and other conveniences, and 


Tet them ſeparate, and raiſed moſtly goſs or furze hedges. 


Ĩ be ſoil conſiſts of black and white poor hungry ſand; 
Sf fome tolerable ſand, and ſome of what we call hazel mould, 
and ſome little clay; heath growing where wet, and broom ; 


where dry; and a pretty many acres of it boggy. 


About half this land was plowed by the dillcrent tenants; 
and where the heath and very coarſe graſs grew, it was den- 
| {ſhired; and they got good crops of corn for about three 
pyears; but for want of amendment, and the mould being 
very ſhallow, it ſoon wore out; and moſt of the other land, 55 
5 for want of manure, ſoon ſhared the fame fate: and on the 
_ greateſt part being laid down, heath came where wer, 
| broom and goſs where dry: and the goſs is now, for ten and 
twenty acres together, almoſt as thick and as even as if 
ſown, owing to the rode ſeed. being firlt blown from the - 


hedges, Pe 


In this bini the tenants did but: indiferencly; bt 55 
0 knowing how to vend, or conſume, ſuch a large quantity 5 
of goſs, which grows here moſt ſurpriſingly kalt, and every: 55 


5 three years may be cut about five feet long. 


I bougnt part of it for the reaſons others Lifliked 1 E. 
3 the goſs; erected a large brick-kiln, and have conſumed |: 
_ yearly a good deal of the goſs, and am now going to erect | 
. Kin to burn rock. ſtone into lime, having found great be- 
e 5 TY | | | nefit 


7 > 


CPL LES S 
. 


March 21, 1764. 
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nefit from liming ſome of this poor land ; but as with both 


| theſe kilns I ſhall not be able to have the goſs cut every 
three years as it ought to be, and as I keep ſeveral horſes, 
I hope ſoon to ſee, in the Muſeum Ruſticum, an account 
of ſome cheap method of properly bruiling it for horſes * 
I I obſerved laſt winter in the froſt, that bullocks 1 
5 eat young twigs of the goſs, at leaſt fourteen inches long ; | 
and I had {EBT in April and May, in this rough land, that 
were luſty, without eating A handful, all fs winter, of any 
. Kind of fodder. 5 
I have cleared, plowed, | a; mended; ſeveral acres, : 
. hos the goſs grew in ſpots, and may; 8 hereatcer : 
| give ſome farther account T. 


1 am, GenrLewax, 
Your moſt bumble ſervant; 


— nh * 3 2 — : 1 * 8 6 1 
6 — — „ _ — * 
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4 2 t the Edinrs, deſcribing 2 curious Bridge i in Y 


IG, one Arch. 


15 GenTLEMEN, = 


85 * Wo are wal WET at having an opportunity of informing 
our correſpondent and the public, that we ſhall, very ſpeedily, 
give deſcriptions of two machines for cutting and bruiſing furze, 


as now actually practiſed in Wales, with engravings * 


15 the ſame, a gentleman having promiſed them to our work. E. 
We ſhall be glad to hear from this gentleman as ofte na 
he Wanke proper to favour us 1 his letters. . i 


AKenTtisn MAN. 


HE bridge thrown « over the river 4 Thaf at Lantriſſnt, 
1 near Lief in the county of Glamorgan, is one 
of the moſt extraordinary performances in architecture, 
that, perhaps, has ever appeared; and the more ſo as it is I 
the work of one William Edwards, an illiterate Welchman, 
well inſpired, as you may ſuppoſe, with a mechanical genius: 
5 15 is thrown from one hill to another: its dimenſions as ap- 
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pear in the plan incloſed: the coſt 700l. only: he built it 
twice, becauſe, at firſt, the butments gave way: you will 
fee by the plan how he prevented that for the Oey, by 


- the Circular arch he made. 
But what you will be mote ſurpriſed at Kill is the breadth 


| of it, which is no more than eight feet, as in that coun- 
5 try, diſtant from the capital, the Humber: or Farriages are 


not ſo many. 


It is aſtoniſhing to ſee how wich a bridge of ſtone, of ſo 
nar row a breadth, could be thrown from one mountain to 
another: the diameter of the circle is one hundred and 
| ſeventy-five feet: the chord of the arch is one hundred N 
and forty feet: the altitude from the chord to the arch 


is thirty-five feet. 


This is a matter worthy the confidrentiog of cher 5 
5 5 not improper for your work, (which has the additional 
title of Commerciale) becauſe it makes a eee 
1 between two parts of South Wales. 5 
e ee to 0 you: have the liberty ta = 


1 5 print eye. 85 
Tam, on 
GrenTLenaN, 
e nn Your bumble ſervant, 0 
: March 16, e „ pd . 2. 


5 This eie is called i in Welſh Port y ty Prod, OY: is 


undoubtedly well worthy the attention of the curious traveller. 


1 We are greatly obliged to the gentleman who has kindly _ 
5 Favoured us with this account, and think it always a happineſs 
when we have it in our * to bring to light concealed merit, 
would often remain in a ſtate of ob». | 


which, but for our wor 
ſcurity, unknown, unpraiſed, and unrewarded. A. E. R. 
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N U M B 1 R XII. 


75 e of a Letter from the Avoyer, or chief Magi irate, 
at Berne, in Switzerland, 9 —————, relative to the 


| Magazines for Corn — i ne there * 


SIR, 


The magiſtrates of Berne ever flatter themſelves, that it 


is more honourable for them to adminiſter the revenues of 

te republic in ſuch a manner, that none but itſelf ſhould = 

de in a capacity to relieve the people, than it would * Io 
by augmenting the ſalaries of their officers, which they are 
well ai to oy; they": ſhould become, alter: the example of 


„„ many 


n Prgn 63; b e 


0 aſk x me he an account of the privificns: both : 
for corn and wine, which are ſubſiſting in the can- 
ton of Berne, and if it is true that we owe the eſtabliſh- 
ment of them to the patriotic zeal of a citizen of this 
5 republic, who, dying without children, left his riches for 
that purpoſe: in regard to which, I have the honour to i 
acquaint you, that you have been miſinformed as to the 
nature of the foundation of our magazines; ; and give me 
leave to add, by the way, that it is not in this little repub- 
lic, as in great ſtates. At Berne, private men have very 
lender fortunes: on the contrary, the ſtate, by a courſe 
of difintereſtedneſs and prudent ceconomy in thoſe who 
' govern, may paſs for rich, ſince the rights of the royalties | 
only, with the rents of the eſtates, or lordſhips, of which 
they are poſſeſſed, both by purchaſe and conqueſt, put it 
in their power, and even without raiſing any ſort of tax or 
exciſe on the people, to lay up almoſt every year ſome 
ſaving in the treaſury ; from thence it ariſes that the go- 
vernment is always both willing and able to relieve the 
wants of its citizens and ſubjects, and therefore ſuch foun- 
dations would, in this country, be works of ſupererogation. = 
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many great ſtates, rich citizens in a poor republic. But 


it is time to finiſh this long digreſſion, and to apply myſelf 
to ſatisfy, Sir, your curioſity: I will begin by * before 


5 you the nature of the magazines for corn. 


The people of Berne have two ſorts, one fubje& to great | 
variations, the other always the ſame, There are of the 
firſt ſort many in the capital, and in many other parts of 

the canton, which are filled, more or leſs, according as the 

abundance of the harveſt, and goodneſs of the grain, fur- 
niſh an opportunity ; : for, beſides the fixed revenue which 
the ſtate hath in fee-farm rents, it hath a great quantity of 
| tithes, which are of a very caſual, and very different pro- 
duce: when there are ſeveral fruitful years in ſucceſſion, 
the granaries of this ſort in the capital become full; but 
in other parts, if there is an appearance, towards Eaſter, of " HE 
good harveſt, the corn is ſold, which is in the caſtles of the 


different bailiwicks, after having paid the ſeveral ſalaries 


to which they are made liable; and the bailiffs, who have 
na certain revenue made good to them, account for the ſur- 
plus to the chamber of ceconomy at Berne, The magazines 

of this capital, on the contrary, are never opened and fold 

but in dear times; and then care is taken not to ſell to any 
family more than is ſufficient for its ſupply, ww mw oo : 


5 low the market price. 


4s to the magazines of the ſecond fark, they! are called he 
the proviſion, and were eſtabliſhed in purſuance of a con - 
vention, called the difſentional, which the whole Helyetic 

| body hath-entered into for the common defence of Swit- 

© zerland, in caſe of an attack from a foreign enemy. Ibis 
treaty, regulating the number of troops and artillery which _ 

each canton is bound to furniſh, obliges them at the ſame 
time, to have always ready, and in ſtore, proviſion and amu- 
nition in proportion to their contingent. There are of 
theſe magazines of proviſion, as well at Berne as in all the 
caſtles where the bailiffs reſide: they are never either di- 
miniſhed or encreaſed, only care is taken to keep them | 

Always in good order, and to. ſubſtitute good corn in the 
4 pace of that which _ A bailif, who ſhould miſap- | 


By 95 
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ply this proviſion, would be depoſed ; and from time to 
time the deputies of Berne, without giving notice of their 
intention, viſit theſe magazines, and cauſe the corn to be 
| meaſured over. Although there is ſix times more corn in - 
theſe magazines than the contingent, which Berne fur- 
niſhes by the diſſentional, requires, they have never taken, 
in times of peace, more than one fourth part in an exceed- 
ing ſcarcity; and they have had great care to refill them 
| without delay. 8 
This is, Sir, in | abridgement, an account of the magazines 
for the proviſion of corn in the canton of Berne, Several 
ſhort crops within fifteen years having cauſed the common 
people to ſuffer hy the high price which they were obliged 
to give for their bread, and the corn which the government 
cauſed to be purchaſed in Burgundy and Suabia, and 
reſold to a great loſs, having g given but little relief to the 
miſery of the poor, there is at preſent a project under con- 
ſideration at Berne, which, if it is brought to paſs, will, in 
- all Probability, prevent the ſubjects of this ſtate from pay- | 
ing very dear for their bread for the time to come; which 
| this: It is propoſed to build, in thoſe parts of the canton 
which are moſt fruitful in corn, large granaries, and at ſuch 
times when the abundance of the harveſt ſhall have cauſed 
the value of a certain meaſure of corn to fall below a cer- 
tain price, to buy up, on account of the government, al! 
that ſhall be left for ſale in the markets, after private per- 
ſons have done buying, to the end that the owner, or farm- 
er, may be always ſure of having a certain price for his 
corn, and not be under a neceffity of being at the ex, 
| pence and trouble of laying up what he may Take left in 
the town-hall, or carrying it home again, or elſe ſelling 
* at too low a price to foreigners i in the neighbourhood, _ 
of whom the ſubjects of Berne are often eee obliged TL 
0 buy it again at an exorbitant rate. The government, 3 
on the contrary, will ſell their corn again to their ſubjects, 
as ſoon as ever the price ſhall have riſen to a certain de- 
gree; and by this management they will prevent both the 
too o high, and too low Pena of this commodity, both of 5 
„„ : which : 
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which are inconveniences, in their conſequences hurtful 
enough to deſerve the care of a ſovereign to prevent, who 
hath nothing more at heart than to procure, as much as 
can depend on his care and foreſight; the happineſs of 
the people which Providence hath ſubmitted to his go- 
vernment. 
As to wine, the ſtate of Berne les a great quantity = 
ol wine, as tithes and quit-rents, in the ſeveral vineyards 
in the canton, had formerly a great deal in ſtore, both at 
Berne and elſewhere, of which they made uſe, in ſhort 
years, both to pay the falaries in wine, which are annexed 
to a number of employments, and to ſupply the poor 
_ citizens therewith at a moderate price, obſerving the ſame 
SE. precaution as when they ſell corn at a low price; but the 
ſalaries in wine have by little and little encreafed to ſuch 
a a degree, that at this day there is ſo little left to be laid 
up, that after two ſucceeding ſhort years, the ſtate finds 
itſelf under a neceſlity of paying a great part of the fa- 
| laries in money, which were appointed to be paid in wine, 
in order to keep it in their power to ſupply the tradeſmen - 
and other "oe; citizens of Berne therewith, at a low : 
rate. . : 
. hope, Lir; that * hank ha 6 faccebful_ as to fa- . 
5 tify Fore” nee and have the honour | to be, | 


8 I R. 
| Your humble ſervant. 7 
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NUMBER XII. 


the Muzzon Rusricun. : 


"7 the Editors « C, 


| GenTLEMEN, 


TN your laſt monthly callefiion you obliged your dis. 

| J with two engraved plates of the price of wheat and 
malt, at Windfor market, for one hundred years. I hap- 

pen to have by me an account from the ſame place, 8 
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It was ghergd to rent i in money % 4 0 oy : 6 
I o0o rent in wheat, 20 qrs, at 85. per 0 ar. 8 0 O 5 
Old rent of Thurlby, in money 18 : 8 0 
It was altered to rent in money 13 8 Is 2h 

Jo rent in malt, 20 qrs, at $5. per qr. 5 O o 
And this price continued of 8s. per” quarter for wheat, | 
and 54. per quarter for malt, to the Your 3591s notwith- - 
: ſtanding the corn- act, 1575. - 
Ihe quantities of wheat and mate. were chain ſo 5 
nearly to the uſes of the college, that ſeldom any was 
dought, or any overplus to be ſold; ſo that the marks 
price is rarely to be met with OT 
1567, Wheat bought at 18s. the quarter. Male: « at 1 3 Tv 
ditto. Old rye, 205, Geo, a Dau, 7% ditto. | Beans, N 
11. 4s. -ditta. i 
Wheat, threſhing per dee * ate Be Ates. . 
Oxen, 21. 135. 44. a- piece. Calves, 8 5. 4 d. Sheep, 27. 
to EY * 10 7% 44. Hops, 1, 9s. 4d. per „ 
5 1594, als = 
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the year 1551, to the year 1763, which includes the 
hundred years already n and which, by AS 


1 find to be right. 
I have therefore tranſcribed the account, (leaving out 


thoſe hundred years already publiſhed) and ſent it you in- 
: cloſed as an addition to what you have printed before, | 


[ am, ROTTEN. 
Tour humble fervant, 


April 16, 0. . : „ 5 2 2. 


Ertracft from the Trier Books of Eton Collge, ande | 
to the Prices of Wheat and Malt at Windſor Market. OT 


1551, It appears, by a memorandum, that this year 
| began the cuſtom of receiving wheat or malt, inſtead of 
money, for part of the rent, wheat at 80. the quarters f 
. at 5s, ditto. 47 
Por inſtance, The old rent of f Compton in "£5 . 
money, was . : + V 6 4 o 
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1594, Malt fold at 16s. 6d. per quartcr (Wheat, by 


_ Biſhop Fleetwood, 56 5s. the quarter). 
1505, Malt fold at 205. per qr. Wheat, 40%. ditto. 


1596, Ditto, at 1/. 6s. 8 4. ditto. Wheat, 48 5. ditto. 
1597, Wheat ſold, Lady-Day, at 31. 17s. the quarter. 


Malt, at 21. 10s. 185 has ne. W 1 8 85, . 
at 21. 2% 44. ; 


Oxen, kon 1 O's. to 61. 10 5. 1 
Sheep, from "0H 00 = BOH 64 % 


| Wheat ſold for Malt ſold hop 


per 9 80 ter. per Qarter. 
1 2 . : ON . 8 
: 1598, 1 3 8 S „ 
„„ , t ie 
1599, Lady-Day, 2 5 4 1 4 4 
: -Michaelmas, ' 1:13-.0 1 24 
5 1600, 3 e 0 185 
„ nN JJC 
T 144.4 x 4b 
; nee. Lady-Day, 1 6 8 »%18 8 
eee I 12.0 0 16 0 


N. B. The buſhel. is of nine 50 at w indfor,” and 


1 "a of the neighbouring towns; has been ſo here, perhaps, 85 

755 from the foundation of the college. There are ſixty loaves 

= : college- bread made out of a buſhel of wheat; each 
Poaf to weigh ſixteen ounces into the oven; twelve ounces 

1 weight, baked; and which is the daily ehen to Very 7 
is a in | the college. 8 


iter 


* Great * may bs Sale of Gets ation 25 the above, 6 | 


8 ki the variation of the prices of different articles at ſun- 
dry periods. For inſtance, in the year 1567 it appears that 
_ oxen were 21. 135. 44. a- piece; and ſheep from 25. to 79. 


whereas, thirty years afterwards, in the year 1597, oxen were 


from 41. to 61. 105. a head; and ſheep from 67. to 10s. 64. 
Phis was a great THe, yet by a diligent ſearch into the My 5 
3 of that — it Lad be. been for. 3 
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Malt fold for 


1603, 8 


NM ichaelmas, 


1604, Lady- Day, 
VMichaelmas, 
160g, Lady-Day, . 
e Michaelmas, 
RE 1606, Lady- Day, | 
Malichaelmas, 
1607, Lady-Day, 
: Michaelmas, 
| 1608, Lady-Day, 
5 Michaelmas, 5 
5 1609, Lady- Day, 
5 Michaelmas, ; 
1610, Lady-Day, 
8 Michaelmas, 
18173 Lady-Day, l 
Mighaalmas, 
5 1612, Lady-Day, I 
Mlichaelmas, 
161 3· Lady-Day, 
Eo Michaelmas, 8 
1 2614, Lady- Day, 
= Michaelmas, 
1618, Lady-Day, 5 
8 Michaelmas, 
5 1616, Lady-Day, 
;  Michaelmas, 
1617 Lady-Day, | 
5 Michaelmas, 15 
1618, Lady-Day, 
e Michaelmas, 
: 1619, Lady-Day, 
3 Michaelmas, 

1620, Lady-Day, 
Fg i ene, oF 
vor. A. Ne. 8. 


N 


. 9. 


— . S 89 8 n Gs S S D 


. af * 
— 


17 
13 


15 
11 
17 
E 14 : 
10 


16 


13 


— 


> © 506d - 0QN 


— 
© 


ſold for 


>> 000+ ©%0>>S0>>-+>0c00>tm0000+$+$000+>>0>+ >} 


per Quarter. 


000 o 2222522 „„ „% „ „% „% „„ „ 0 0 „0 0 0 „0 0 O Oo 


I S O ο ο 


— 


5. 


O » m it ++ 


8 E 


S ο ο n ff einn 


* 


7 1 I. 7 - 


3 


. 
R 


1 


eee eee r 


128 


N. * * * _— 5 4 3 1 * * — 2 = — : 
—— ee. ri Dt ER IS nt Ions " * — — - * 5 bs os E * 
8 A e CE 2 : a 2 . - * 2 82 l * * N 
£ 5 _— 22. : Oe ph - =” a r wel * * þ — as - . b > - 
; . wy 1 x — _ 6< 2 LAs 8 — 5 — — — : — pn. — — 
. 3 * 2, » o _ — 9 — - - : — 15 8 3 — — 
* 2 — 2 2 


e ene ar 
— — . —— 


8 1 — — 
I e c — 


9 1621, Lady-Day, 
2 Michaelmas, 
1622, Lady-Day, 
ts Michaelmas, 
1623, Lady-Day, 
Dy Michaelmas, 
1624 Lady-Day, 
3 Michaelmas, 
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7 A | Altos of the true market-price of wheat and 
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2 » The years from 1646 to 1746 are e publiſhed in the lat 
i monthly paper. e 2 


i Nate, From September 17, 1641, to September 18, 1646, 3 


5 1649. Mete, This year, from ihe ing the y * | 
. 400 in money, to proveſt and fellows, neither wheat ner 
malt were ſufficient, No wheat nor malt ſold this year, 


miäalt in Windſor market, from 1745 to 1758, taken 
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The way that the college comes at theſe prices, is this: 
„ The- college baker and brewer attend Windſor market | 
on the market-days next before Lady-Day and Michaelmas, 
and bring an account of the higheſt price that wheat and 
malt is fold for, in the market that BY. to the provoſt 5 
andi fell s. | — 
1 It is in the tenant” $ option, Shotker bis will p pay lis wheat — 
„ and malt in kind, or in money at the market price. 
Ik the malt is paid for in money, it is the cuſtom for the 
college. to abate 80.5 in the buſhel, Which! is | the malt-tax, |: 
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NUMBER, XLIIL 


4 Letter to the Editors, explaining the Uſe of the aiexed | 
Table of Silver Coins, compoſed by the late Martin Folkes, 


Rl Preſi dent of the 9 8 


Genri zurn, 


BOU T the year 1748, perufitg ths table of filver 


coins compoſed by the late very learned and ingeni- 


ous ee Folkes, Eſq; preſident of the royal fociety, 1 
Was pleaſed with a ſhort table, exhibiting, at one view, the 
| Nandard of our filver money as to goodneſs, together with | 
the true weight of two hundred and forty pennies, ſixty 
. groats, or twenty ſhillings, making the pound ſterling in in 
tale; and the prefent intrinſic vadue of fo much- vr Wh 
was reſpectively contained in the ſame pound fterling, at 
the ſeveral times there noted in the firſt column; to 8 5 
was added, in the laſt column, the ſame intrinſic value of 
the nominal pound ſterling, expreſſed in decimals of our 
preſent ſterling pound: whereby the proportion of the in- 
trinſic value of any former ſums of money, mentioned in 
books, to the intrinſie value of ſo much money as is now _ 
called by the ſame appellation, may immediately be known; 
and the prices of proviſions, labour, and materials, in for- 
mer times, may readily be compared with the different 


prices which the like proviſions, labour, and mer; 
are found to bear at this dax. 


But the table above referred to is not t lwteligible to all 


Do readers, as the ſymbol W, which * _— than * 5 
dard, is not explained. | 
It was propoſed to Mr. Folkes, to a. a new 5 table 
with explanations and additions; which be did, and it has 
been engraved; and from thence you have ſtruck off Con | 
| Du of which. the following is one, + Ale. 5 


GEN NTLEMEN, e „ 
55 Your molt obedic at t ſervant, 


| | | N v : M. 5 
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NUMBER XII V. 


- 4 Letter to Mr. Robt. Davis, on the Ue 7 Gragg « 4. 
e Aanure in Suffolk. 
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8 I R, 
„ DO not be whether the manure made a of _ | 
Z = *"" Jr Suffolk is. fo; generally known in other parts of Eng- 

land as it ought ; 1 mean, in \ thoſe counties that are bounded 

by the ocean. 
This is what the Suffolk bank call craze, and which 58 
5 I is the remains of marine ſhells of various kinds, and in 
which the greateſt part of the cliffs on the Britiſh coaſt 2 
[8 | > | abound; and in many places they are to be ſeen forty or 2 I 
© fifty feet higher than the ſea ever riſes, and are alſo to be 

found in many inland places. How they came chere, 353 ä 
1 the. buſineſs of naturaliſts to enquire. | * Is = 

Ml y buſineſs, at preſent, is to inform the farmer, that „ 

wherever this cragg is to be found, near, or on his fam 

he has found a treaſure; for with it he may warm and 

meliorate all his cold, wet, or clay land, ſo as to render 
it inferior to none; and I have ſtrong reaſon to believe 

there are few parts of this iſland, wherein this cragg may | 
not be found, even in the moſt inland counties. 

It is but a few years ſince this ready- prepared lime has 
„ bern uſed i in Suffolk ; and the farmers, who had long leaſes 
on exhauſted lands, have, in conſequence of this diſcovery, 1 

become rich with the uſe of it; and wherever it can be e 

found, it will be productive of the ſame ſucceſs. © 55 

Ide imperceptible manner in which the ſea ſteals from 
7 3 coaſt, and lends to another, paſſes almoſt unnoticed by 

each generation of men; but there is great reaſon to be- 

lieve that every part of this iſland has been, at ſome time 
or other, poſſeſſed by the ſea. I have, myſelf, ſeen (many 
hundred miles from the ſea, on the continent of America) 


9 . of oe _ * to have built a city; 
N which 
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which could have come there by no omer than a natural 


cauſe, 


Tf this hint be RV of a hee; in your uſeful nk 
1 may be encouraged thereby to convey ſome further i in- 
formation to . on other matters, being, 


SIR, Tour's, Se. 


A So! FFOLK : FARMER. ; 


NUMBER XIV. 


A Letter . a Rar 170 the Editors, on a : Method of pre- 
venting Pigeons from de firing 8 85 rt Kc. 1 8 


Then ff Jown.. 


Grvrizurx, 


| I Suppoſe you do not always require that your correſpond- 7 
1 ents ſhould be people of conſequence : I, for my part, 
am a plain farmer, yet, I hope, an honeſt man; and as 1 
have ſome thought and reflection, as well as my betters, 
it is not impoſſible but my letter may 5 in ſome _, 15 
ö n, of your notice. 1 ra 
L aſt year I ſowed, and had five acres of peas, or ſhould 5 
have had, at leaſt; for ſoon after they were ſown, being 
greatly infeſted by a rich neighboug's large flock of pigeons, 
much of the ſeed was devoured. I did all I could to fright 
them away ; ſhot at them with powder (for 1 dared not to ; 
Fill them, as the dove-cote they belonged to was a legal 
one, and my neighbour but a crabbed ſort of an old fellow): 
I ſet a boy to watch them, I put up ſcare crows, but all 
in vain; and I ſoon perceived there was a great probability 
of my whole 88 5 being ge by” theſe Turns ene- 
"mes. 
My next Sw, . was to * to my . To 
and beg of him to feed his pigeons at home for a few weeks: 
this he refuſed to do, as he ſaid, on account of the trouble, 
though I overs to contribute a abe nts of off. corn to e 1 
: do it withall, e 15 1 
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My caſe grew now quite deſperate, and I knew not, for 


ſome time, which way to turn myſelf for a remedy: at laſt 
Db” applied to a bird-catcher in the town, who had a very large 
| pair of ſpring-nets, and who undertook, for a crown, to catch 


as many of them for me as I would. I ſtruck the bargain 


immediately, and we ſoon baited the ground properly to 
attract them to a particular part of the land. My com- 
panion made good his word, for in the ſpace of two dayͤs 
he caught me above ſixteen dozen; which I let fly again, 
but not before I had cut off their tails, that their © owner 
might know where they had been viſiting. 


This cutting off their tails was r thing I could 1 


: do to protect myſelf from their depredations: it cauſed them 
to keep at home, for they were no ſooner returned to the 
dove · cote, but it became a priſon to them; for they cannot 
dolt, or fly out of the tops of the Tales but 16 the aſhſtance : 
and ſtrength of their tails. 


My neighbaur, at the two Jays end, Lali; his flight 


of pigeons ſo much thinned, and being told that I ſhould 
| fay I would do for them, charged me with deſtroying | 
them, and threatened to proſecute me as the ſtatute in that 
eaſe direQs; but I knew my innocence, therefore defied him 
to do his worſt. He went immediately to a lawyer, who 
told him, that nothing could be done without evidence: my 
neighbbour then went home, and taking with him one of his 
men, to witneſs how many pigeons had been deſtroyed. | 
within two days, went to the dovecote, when opening the 
| door he was not a little ſurpriſed to find near two hundred 
| Priſoners fluttering about without their tails, and n to : 
| Fat one another for hunger. 


| When he found how 1 had Gd U by nt fi me, 


5 ind with a leſs haughty air than he had before aſſumed, re- 
- queſted I would not disfigure any more of his pigeons, 
promiſing to feed them regularly every day till my peas were 
out of danger. By this contrivance I ſaved near half my 15 
. crops and thought myſelf very well off. N 


My reaſon for ſending you this account is, chat others | 


6 5 may be — how to defend themle|res on a like occaſion. 


I $1 


1 ſuppoſe ra means may be found of catching them be⸗ 
fides a net, 1 am, with great reſpect, : 


GENTLEMEN, | : 
Combridgeſbite, . SE You very humble ſervant, 


- March 6, %% %%/ 8 + SMITH. 


NUMBER xl. vl. 


| 4 Letter to. the Edin recommending a Method of making 
5 Beech Word mare durable. ED : 


| GenrLEMEN, 


Cannot help congratulating you on your happy thought 
1 of giving farmers, and others, an opportunity of pub= 
- iſhing their ſentiments to the world, by means of your very 
uſeful collection. I acknowledge, I have greatly benefited, | 
by reading that part of your work which has already made 
its appearance in public, and have not the leaſt doubt of 
being 1 entertained and nene by what is to x 
come. 5 5 
Heing williog i to e my mite 3 the Muſeum 5 
1 I now take pen in hand to give you ſome account 
of a method J have long uſed of making beech timber, 
_ when wrought into different forms, 1 more durable than ic 
naturally is. „ 
e wood is well haves we bs very much ſubjest to 
breed the worm, which preſently deſtroys it: this worm is 
ſuppoſed, not without reaſon, to feed on the ſap that re- 
mains in the wood after it is cut out into ſcantlings, and 
wrought up; therefore I imagined the beft way to pre- 
ſerve it was, to take away the food that the worm fed on, 
by extracting, in ſome manner, the ſap. „ 
There was, as I have been informed, "hrs years age, 
an attempt made to prepare beech- timber in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to make it fit for the purpoſes for which elm is often 
uſed in ſhip-building ; and a patent was obtained for the 


invention; ; but I never heard of this ſcheme ee with 
Vor. II. No. Be „„ ST! 
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encouragement, which I am apt to think might partly be 
owing to the expence a: the preparation of the 
timber. 


The manner in which it was "ans Was as follows. After 


the timber was ſawed into ſcantlings, or hewed only, if it 
was to be uſed in an entire piece, it was laid in a bed of 
ſand, which ſand was contained i in a building of bricxwork, 
cContrived in ſuch a manner as to be heated, by means of N 
: properly-difpoſed furnaces, to any degree. 


This heating of the ſand cauſed the wood, Which it 15 5 


| vered, to ſweat out its ſap, which was all imbibed by the . 
Ar ſand, and the timber Was left, after — N in a 
ſtate much improve. 5 


Ido not deny but that this method was very ee 


but it appears on the face of it to be expenſive. 


L uſe, for the purpoſe of improving this wood, two ſeve- 


ral methods. When the ſcantlings are large, I lay them, 

after they are rough-wrought, to ſoak in a pond of water 

for ſome weeks, more or leſs, according to the girt of the 
1 pieces, and the ſeaſon of the year; in the heat of ſummer 
the operation is ſooneſt done. If they are planks, or boards, 

and there is danger of their warping, I lay them to dry under 
cover from the ſun and rain, putting bits of laths betwixt 
the boards to prevent their lying cloſe together, and a 
conſiderable weight of ſtones, &c. over all. If they are 
blocks of a large ſcantling, for beams, joiſts, &c. for which 

this wood is ſometimes uſed, I take no other caution than 
letting them dry gradually without being expoſed either to 
the ſun, or the rain, which would be apt to make chem 

45 ſhiver, and be ſpoilt in the working. 


This firſt method, you will perhaps ay. is very eaſy: 


and indeed I have found it ſo ; neither did it ever fail me 1 i 
but the timber, when applied to uſe, was at leaſt as good, = 
and as durable, as elm. | | Y 


1 am a very old man, Gentlemen ; ; al . thirty 75 3 
4 and forty years ago, I made an addition to my houſe, which, 
with ſome land about it, is my freehold, For the beams, . 


= Jail, and many of the floors, 1 uſed this wood, prepared 
5 2 
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; as s above, whieh are to this day as ſound as ever, and likely 55 


to remain ſo: I had, however, the precaution to give the 


wood a thick coat of pitch, wherever it touched the bricx- 
work; for it does not love any kind of dampneſs, which in- 
clines it to rot, like elm; but keep it dry, and I cannot ſay 
; how long it will laſt in my method of preparing it. 
The beech, I uſed in my houſe, was felled in the heat ; 
of ſummer, when in full ſap, as I judged the ſap was at that : 
| ſeaſon in the moſt fluid ſtate, and would the readier quit 
the wood than when it was dead, and Songenled,' as it ae, 6 
in an inactive ſtate in winter. - 
If I remember right, the beams and larger pieces were N 
left above twenty weeks in the pond, the joiſts and rafters 
about twelve weeks, and the thinner boards eight; and af- 
terwards they were all e dried in the Manner 
| above directed. | | 2 
IJ am now to 1 you in what manner 7 manage this 5 
wood for ſmaller works; ; and i in this way 1 have e . 
8 great deal of it myſelf. 5 oY 
I have, in à back hol erected a bugs copper, which : 
holds near two hogſheads, in which I boil, for two or three 
| hours, all the beech wood I employ in ſmaller uſes, which 
bs no inconfiderable quantity in a year, being a chair-maker 5 
and turner by trade, This way of managing the wood 
takes out all the ſap; it works pleaſanter, is more beautiful 
when finiſhed, and laſts, without compariſon, longer. 
Alfter J have boiled my wood for two or three hours, be- 
fore I dry it I beſtow another ſhort boil on it, of about a 
quarter of an hour, in ſome freſh water, the ficſt being 
ſtrongly impregnated. with the "The and EQUIING 2 a Men - 
colour, and a bitter taſte, _ 
Ihaue often thought, that for many . it t would bs. 
. great improvement of this wood, if it was a third time to 
be boiled in ſome vegetable oil, or, at leaſt, if not 
boiled in it, managed in ſome manner that the pores of 
the wood ſhould be filled with the fat juice; but as this is 
; _ expenſive, and I had no immediate occaſion for ſuch an 
improvement, I never made the trial; and it is too late - 
5 in life for me to do It now; though, was I 1 8 
a — — bave | 
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| have acquired, by my induſtry, a competence, I would cer- 


tainly make the experiment, was it only to ſatisfy my cu- 


3 4 as the caſe really ſtands, 1 leave it to be done by 
others. I am, | 


GenTLEMEN, with great reſpect, 
Jour humble ſervant, 


| March 10, 1704. > = YEOMAN ARTIZAN. 5 


NUMBER XLII. 


A Letter to the Blinrs, ee 2 lee tld the 


"New og TT 8 as an artificial TOR. 


Afr: you pave” areal allet foreral. parts of your 
work to the improving the culture of artificial graſſes, 

and have, in the courſe of it, given the moſt approved 
methods of managing Lucerne, fc. Sc. I beg leave to re- 

commend to your attention The new Lucern, it appearing 

to me, from a deſcription of it 1 Her read *, to be worth | 

_ enquiring after. | . 
Il am apt to believe the tas of the mock 3 
in the note had no actual experience of i it himſelf; but as 

| he mentions its being a native of England, the fouriſhirig 

condition of its wild ſtate, and the great advantage the 
Swedes reap from it in a cultivated. one, I ſhould imagine 

(in caſe you think his deſcription of it ſo much worth no- 
| tice as to be inſerted in your uſeful publication) it may . 
duce ſome of your ingenious readers to try it; or, ſuppoſing 1 
any of them bave done ſo, to communicate their ſucceſs, b ß 
your means, to the public. The author referred to ſays, 
that this plant will live very well, in common, with the 

5 ordinary graſs that is met with in paſtures. This, if fact, 
is no ſmall advantage over the common lucern in this 
eee of wien in moſt ors. of which the natural 5 

. 3 


* In & Book entitled T Pe Farmer 5 cou cu, 1760, 810. 
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graſs of the ſoil is with great difficulty kept under. Not- 
withſtanding this author ſays, that the horſe-hoeing huſ- 
bandry will beſt ſuit the new lucern; yet from his deſcrip- 


tion of the plant * I ſhould imagine it might grow very 
well, ſown broad-caſt, in ſome ſuch method as Mr. Rocque 


has directed Jucern to be ſown, eſpecially as it has the 
advantage above mentioned of not being hurt by the 
growth of common graſs. As you may not have the 
book at hand, I have encloſed you a copy of the —_—_— 
which treats of it , and am, 


GENTLEMEN, 5 
Tout well-wiſher and humble ſervant, 


2. . 


The writer, our correſpondent refers to, ſays, the PRE wo 
Jucern i is a kind of medick trefoil, known from the reſt by its 
robuſt ſtature, and flat twiſted ſeed veſſels; that we have it 
by way ſides, and on waſte grounds in Hertfordſhire, and the 
| 3 counties, but not very common; that the root is 
perennial, and ſpreads far, as well as runs deep, in the ground; 
that the plant! is fifteen inches high, and full of branches, in 
its wild tate; and dat it 9 be made much larger By. cul- 
Do 5 
1 We are e it is ; out of our power to o oblige our corre- - 
” ſpondent by inſerting the extract of which he was ſo kind as 
to favour us with a copy; but he cannot be at a loſs to know 
that our work is principally dedicated to original compoſitions, 
| ſent us from time to time; and as we are, through the favour of 
_ the public, at no loſs for materials, we could not comply with his 
requeſt without diſobliging many: beſides, we do not remem- 
ber ever to have heard of the plant in queſtion being cultivated 
in England as an artificial paſture, though it may, probably, 


anſwer very well in a that intention, 26 N others of the ſame 1 
— do. A. 1 | : 
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NUMBER XLVIII 


5 4 Letter | to | the Edin, fand 70 the Uſe of Burnet ” 


Roots in 1 1 


Garri, | 


N Onſulting Ray's Hi Aria Plentarum; f in relation to 
burnet, which is lately ſo deſervedly become the 


object of public attention, I found in his account of the 
Pimpinella Sanguiſorba, page 401, the following ſentence, 
« Hujus radici adnaſcitur quibuſdam in locis granum ru- 


„ brum, quo utuntur tinfores ad colorem carmeſinum, unde 
e ſunt qui pro cocco habent, et coccum ing: e, 


4 monentibus lacuna et anguillara”. 


Upon fo good an authority, I thought it 8 comes” 


”— municating to the public; eſpecially as the Pimpinella ſan- | 
__ guiforba major ſeems to be the "uw 1 * Mr. 
= e 1 , pen, : 


 Guxrr EN, | 
| Your humble ſervant, Te, 


? 8 


NUMBER XLIX. 


5 4 Tati to 50 Pairs, FFP el jor "Ot . as an [acting 


| Manure i in the Culture of Potatoes, being now 7. rad? 05 2 : 
10 great Rr in "the Ile 'of Man.“ 5 | 


| GenTLEMEN, . | 5 
AM one of your conſtant readers, and > REY not, ut ES 
your plan will be of infinite ſervice to the nation in 


2 general: eee it, ſuch a as have acquired e in 


- gn - 


* Mr. Ray PV Fe that there are 3 to the root of 


| burner certain red tubercles, or buttons, which the dyers uſe. 
Mt forming their crimſon colours, many ſubſtituting them for 
cochineal, and calling them the cochineal root, or the ground 
cochineal,  recommenting theur being infuſed. in ſoft Ragnant 
8 . | Ts | 4 
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0 1 agriculture, and other commercial knowledge, will be able 
l publiſh what they know; whereas, before, if a man had 
not ſufficient materials, or abilities, to make a performance 
fit to appear in the world, the knowledge he had acquired 
of neceflity lay dormant; and it cannot be diſputed but 
that many uſeful truths have been loſt, for want of ſuch | 
convey ance as your Muſeum Ruſticum. : . 
In Volume the Firſt, No. LXXXIII. page 365. Mr. - 
Irwin, treating on the culture of potatoes, mentions, that — 
lime would very probably anſwer 3 which he is very right in, 
for in the Iſle of Man, though they are no farmers, yet 
they cultivate 1 fine e as 75 are their 5 ˖ oo 
principal food. 5 „„ 
Some bring in different forts of land by the 1 means ; of —_— 
them: in moory ground, after the heath is burnt VV th 
they mark out the beds, upon which they ſpread out the 
lime in near about the ſame quantity that is required in 
liming ground, or rather more; upon which they lay tue 
ſeed in the uſual manner, and, after cutting the turf in the 
furrow, lay it on the verge of the bed with the heathy fide 
undermoſt, and cover them over with the mold out of = 
. the furrow in the common method. 5 
: After coming up, they weed, or give. them a fight 
EEE Covering, to keep down the weeds, _ Ts 3 
| When they raiſe them, it takes a little more ; labour; yet W 
8 white they are digging a crop of very fine dry potatoes, 
they are gaining a piece of ground, which was before uſe- _ 
| lefs, and making it fit for plowing ane bearing e. corn a the 
year following. | 0 
Lime is PAY alſo to be of 0 l to pota- 
toes in cold ſour land, which they manage after the ſame _ 
manner, and reap potatoes e excelling thoſe We - 85 
N lime, on the ſame ground. * 
Lime is certainly a very fine manure for oi 8 they W 
uſe it in the iſle above mentioned, without any other thing, „„ 
on all ſorts of land, even upon a light, rich, limeſtone ſo ll; 
and it betters the quality of the potato ſurpriſingly: 8 22 
= ſides fecmenting. and meliorating | the ſoil, it has the Property, - = 
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of attraQing and abſorbing any cold ſour matter which 
may be prejudicial to vegetation. 
About Caſtletown, in the ſame iſle ® , they take a great | 
deal of care in their culture of potatoes, and their 8 
| pays them very well for their trouble. 
After marking out the bed with their ſpade, and Grads. 
ing on the dung, or lime, they begin at one end, and dig 
acroſs the bed, making it a * all — higher wan” 
_ neighbouring ground; © -- 
Then they dig and caſt the mold out of the furrous 
upon the bed, in the common method; and after finiſhing 
it, they, with a kind of dibble, or ſhaft of a ſpade ſhod 
with iron, ſome round and ſharp, others ſquare, about three 
or four inches broad, plant in the ſeed, about fix or more 
inches diftance one from another; and when they come up _ 
above ground, they weed them as clean as a garden, and 
after they are ſtronger and higher, with a hoe earth up 
the mould about the ſtalks; by which they kill the weeds, | 
5 and have exceeding fine potatoes. . 
The above method is a very good one, proved to be ſo 
= by experience: if, therefore, it may be of any uſe to your 
| readers, you may publiſh it; if not, | in omitting it you i 
1 wall very” much oblige, „„ N 


\GanTLEMEN, | 


| Liverpoole, 5 e Tour very humble ſervant, | 


8 We ſhould be lad of fs farther account of the fas. 
TE of 535 in the Iſle of Man, from this gentleman, 
5 whoſe future correſpondence. wall much oblige 1 us. E. 
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Api 14, net. 


N U M B E R 1. 
Fl Letter fo the Editors, i in which the Tear if N ettles is re- 


commended as a Subſtttute 28 Flax in the Linen Manu- 8 


TO: : 


GENTLEMEN, 


- Obſerve one of your correſpondents: recommends. a 
trial to be made of ſundry articles, as ſubſtitutes for 
nnen rags in the manufacture of paper “; which ſcheme 

I readily approve of, and further add, that t have reaſon to 
believe, from ſome little experience, that there are ſeveral 
vegetables which might not only be made ſerviceable to 
the paper, but other manufaQories ; eſpecially at this time, 
when the prices of yarns are rendered exorbitant through | 
the uncommon ſcarcity of flax. - OY 
What I would now recommend to your conſideration is 
| chat noxious weed the nettle, being more fibrous than any 5 
thing of the kind I am acquainted with, and containing a 
greater quantity of tear (as the dreflers of flax term ir) if 8 
properly managed. : 
Though the fe be ſhort, yet tis hens nh to Wet, 5 
and of a Ane quality, fit for manufactures. which Temes tc 
a good round or coarſe thread. 5 1 
Lou are, no doubt, acquainted with its being. in vs (1 
. think) 3 in ſome yu of 1 } f and "wy: may it not in 
eee En 
Ik this be found. to have any proba! lity of eee b 5 
= there is no doubt of its. having your attention to promote 
it, as well as any other hint for the good of the pabſſe. 


1 am, A LEMEN, 


0: See Volume the F if; Number XXXVIL Page I 77. 


vor. 1. No. „ 8 0 N U M- 


| Your moſt obedient, Ec. 8 


25 1 . 


— 


e = 
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NU MBER II. 


4 Letter t to the Eater, containing Obſervations on the 
Diſeaſe of Black Caitle, called the Yellows, together with 
its Cauſes, nes hed and Rn} ; With an ale aaa 


Cc ure. 


| Gunrt.omen, | 5 3 
AVING noted the e fatal elfecds of the 


diſeaſe in cattle, called the yellows, I, ſome years 
7 ünce, reſolved to let no opportunity ſlip of being acquainted 
with this complaint, in order to aſſign its cauſe, in-as- 
much as I apprehend it to be the forerunner of moſt chro- 
nical diſeaſes, to which great cattle are ſubject, as the mur- 
: rain in the guts, ſcowering, aſthma or PIG aroply, 


and loſs of milk; Ic. 


e have not hitherto been able to find ; any packer who has 
55 treated of this complaint in a manner ſuitable to the con- 
= ſequence thereof, ſo as to trace the ſymptoms in its ſeveral 
ſtages, in order to effect a cure; and, where this complaint 
: has been quite neglected « or ill cured, to point out the con- 
1 ſequence, by ſhewing how it may appear under the above- = 
mentioned ſhapes, which, being miſtaken for originals when 
| they are only conſequents, are rarely cured, e the 
ſt cauſe being unknown. 
2 complaint, 1 apprehend, proceeds "FINN ry alle af 5 
1 bile, that is, a preternatural running out of what is called 
„ galls: occaſioned by the ruge, which are in the inner mem 
brane of the neck of the bilious duct, becoming, by ſome 
accident, too weak to perform their office, ſo that the gal? 
runs out of the bladder nearly as faſt as it runs in by which 
maeeans it ſorceth itſelf, or a conſiderable part at leaſt, into 
be porus bilarius, inſtead of being diſcharged by the dufus 
communis cholidochus into the inteſtines, and, by the means of 
the vena porta, mixes again with the blood, filling that with 


its ſharp pungent quality z which cauſeth that fluid to be- 
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come of a ſizy nature, and, conſequently, to move lowly 
in the channels through which it paſſes ; whence ariſes that 
fluggiſh diſpoſition the beaſt in this complaint is ſubject to, 
and which is one of the firſt ſymptoms of the diſeaſe. 
And the liver, being deprived of the natural heat and 
weight thereof, is, together with the ſizineſs of the blood, 
rendered uncapable of performing its office, ſo that the ſup- 
ply of bile is not equal to the expence; nor is the blood pu- 
ritied from it as it ought, but paſſes on together till it fixes 
in ſome part, and there (if not e prevented) forms a 
tumor very prejudicial to the beaſt. h 
| Theſe tumors I have ſeen appear externally | in the glands 
5 behind the ears, of the ſhoulders, and of the flank, in the 
dewlap, round the cornet of the hoofs, and in the udder, 
or milk-bag ; internally, in the form of water, in the veins _ 
of fat between the muſcular parts of the body, in the kid- 
8 ney fat, and even between the coats of the guts. 
When theſe tumors, which appear externally, come to 
5 fuppuration,. the beaſt 3 recov ns, Wong ee : 
"Mo it be a long time firſt, : 
Ib be ſeaſons of the year in which cattle are moſt ſubject 
to this complaint, are for about the five firſt weeks after they 
are put out to graſs in the ſpring, during which time the 
ſeaſon is apt to be very warm at days and cold at nights; 
the graſs being alſo tender, and abounding with moiſture : 
and in like manner in autumn; at which time the days 5 
are alſo warm and nights cold; and the graſs, on account 
of autumnal rains, tender as in the . ane more . FE... 
- the preceding ſummer was tolerably dry. ; 
The cattle at theſe ſeaſons being faint are very ſubje& to 5 
5 perſpire much, by which the pores are greatly opened in the 
day, and ſudden cold coming on at night haſtily contracts 
them; and before the warmth of the next day becomes ſuf- _ 
| Ficient to ſet the parts thus contracted at liberty, the mat- 
ter, which ſhould have been diſcharged by perſpiration, res 
turns into the blood in order to paſs off by urine, by which 
means a much greater quantity of bile is ſecreted than other- | 
ways would which paſſing into its h the gall- 
d 5 bladder, 
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bladder, cauſes it to extend to a preternatural ſize ; thereby 


extending the paſſage by its preſſure, till the ragæ are ſcarcely | 
| to be ſeen: whereby the reſiſtance made by them is not 
equal to the preſſure of the bile, which, conſequently, forces 
its way haſtily into the blood, in the manner before obſerved, 
| Inſtead of paſſing off as excrement by the guess. 
The early ſymptoms attending this diſeaſe, are, a ſhaking 
of the beaſt in a morning, and more particularly the hinder 
155 parts, as the loins, thighs, and legs; hollow neſs of the 
eyes, and the hair ſtaring; a dry noſe, and if the cold taken 
be great, hanging of the ears, ſwelling of the dewlap, of 
the glands of the ears, the ſhoulders, or the flanks, and of 
done or more quarters of the udder, or milk-bag in cows ; 
with a ſudden decreaſe of milk, what remains becoming, 
after a few days, more yellow than uſual, and will, if boiled, 
_ curdle : the fore teeth are "ny boſs, as — they 8 
would drop on. 7 
If theſe ſymptoms, eſpecially the firſt, remain unob- 
5 ſerved, as is often the caſe in barren cattle, and ſuch as 
range at large, it frequently happens that the diſorder ſet- 
tles in ſome inward part; as on the pericardium, which 
cauſes wheezing, and the haſt, and uncommon poverty; when 
in the guts and meſentery, (or ſweet bread) cauſes the lat 
and ſcowering ; and when in the vein of fat, between. the 
_ muſcles, cauſes the dropſy and uncommon weakneſs, _ 1 
In this laſt complaint, on opening a beaſt, the melt; or 
ſpleen was very ſmall and thin, not half ſo large as in a heal- 
thy ſtate, as was allo the liver; but otherways ſound and 
perfect, the gall-bladder of an uncommon N and its 


contents very little. 


In opening a beaſt which was waſted, _ ſubject to o beer | 
ing and the haſk, the pericardium was become hard, and 
| inclined to calloſity towards the part which joined the heart: 

the heart unuſually large, but ſound: the lights very ſound, 5 
but ſmall: the melt or ſpleen thin and withered: and the 
liver dryiſh, with a few ſmall hard knobs therein : ; the ol = 
2 bladder near as the former. - 


I have 
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IT have obſerved theſe bowels in others, and generally 
found the gall-bladder, liver, and ſpleen, leſs or more af- 
feed ; thoſe which had he laſt, and ſcowered, generally 


having their guts covered, the inſide with a large quantity 


of mucus reſembling frogs ſpawn : : the fleſn of theſe i is always 5 


bs of a yellow caſt, 


Having ſaid thus much of what 1 apprehend the cauſe, I N 
will now preſcribe what I have very many times known 

uſed with good ſucceſs for a cure. 
Firſt, Suffer no blood to be taken away from the be. 
Take a handful of rue tops, the like quantity of the greater 


celendine; ſhred them ſmall, and mix with them one ounce 


of turmerick root in powder (or inſtead thereof red ſanders);; 
put theſe in three pints of ſtale old ale or beer, and cauſe it 
juſt to boil up; when it is cold enough, give it the beaſt 
warm: there is no occaſion to keep the beaſt in before or 5 
after, unleſs the inclemency of weather oblige. 
Io of theſe drinks, at forty-eight hours diſtance, wt 
perfect a cure, if the diſeaſe be not of long ſtanding. 
Should a ſcowering be come on, then, after the firſt 
55 drink, give the following on the intermediate days. 
Take two pound of ca- bark, boil it in one gallon of wa- 
ter till one fourth be conſumed ; ſtrain it; in this water 


| boil two pound of rice till it be ſoft; mix with it half a 
pound of the burn? cruſi of bread, taken from the under- 


fide of the loaf; and to all this put two quarts of milk; let 
It boil for twenty minutes ; divide it in two parts, and . 


1 give one to the beaſt at a time warm. 


I have here preſented my ſentiments on this diſeaſe | in 
cattle, which I doubt not, but will, if obſerved, be at- 
tended with ſome ſucceſs. But my principal aim was to _ 
gin a ſubject, which hath been hitherto unnoticed in theſe 
monthly collections, and thereby induce ſome more capable 


= perſon, amongſt the readers thereof, to write on the im 


_ provements and diſeaſes of black cattle; a ſubject worthy _ 


the attention of every public- ſpirited perſon, and hitherto ö 
much negleRted. 


I have 
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I have ſome more papers on other ſubjetds in ſtore, and 
5 may we leiſure will permit) communicate“ 


| | RunicoLa GocrsTas. 


Rk 8. Pleaſe to 8 8. 5 of Tyne, that mercenary 


views are inconſiſtent with a public-ſpirited undertaking 3 
and that the deſign of theſe publications is to communicate 

knowledge, and for no other cauſe uy the innate e picaſure ” 
of Wien . 


NUMBER III. 


4 lui, t the Err, on the Advantage of Eve ling god TY 


"Hs or "FTI, ma Farm. 


| GenTLamEn, 


% 8 preſent purpoſe i is to communicate to you A part 8 


of my experience, in a matter which you would, 


1 5 perhaps, little expect to ſee treated of by a common farmer. 
I mean that of road-making, a thing too | little attended to . 
1 by the landholders in this iſland, e 7, 

It was my fortune, Gentlemen, if I may fo 4 term it, 40 ) be | 

i born a farmer, as the land I now hold was occupied by my 

. father and , father. above — years before 1 faw the 
light. 


My 1 is a pet 1 the old manor-houſe ; and. be. 


: fore it is an avenue above half a mile long, which leads into 
the great road: this avenue is, on each ſide, planted with _ 
rows of Ms which ſhade the road between them in ſuch 
5 | „ a manner, 


— 8 We acknowledge dub lers rely ied to « our public: 

ſpirited correſpondent for this, as well as for paſt fa : 
His letters will always be well received, and we have no doubt 
of their anſwering the end he e ; that 1 is, e uſe 
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a manner, that for many years it was, for ſome months in 


the year, almoit impaſſable for heavy carriages. 


The evil was alſo encreaſed by the nature of the foil, 


| which is a porous ſpongy loam over a bed of tough clay. 
Neither my father nor grand- father ever thought of 
mending the waggon- way of this avenue: they were con- 
tent to uſe it when it was paſlable, and at other times 
dragged their loaded waggons, with double teams, over 
the plowed land, "ey a freſh track almoſt every time 
they paſſcd, 
This inconvenience 1 could. by no means hols but 
was determined REN | after my INTE: 8 dent to apply 
i remedy, 
185 I accordingly Toke to my landlord; and rogues kim. 
" elthir to cut down the elms, or permit me to ſhrowd them, 
that the ſun beams might have a free paſſage to the road, 
and dry away the ſuperfluous moiſture; but he would con- 
ſent to neither, telling me that if I did not like the 102d 
my anceſtors had uſed, I was welcome to make a new one, 
but ſhould not ſpoil. the aſpect of his avenue 8 di Hmem- 
bering ſuch fine thriving trees. . > 
Il was, for ſome time, puzzled i in what manner to pro- 
ceed, well knowing, that to make a new road would be 
very expenſive, beſides the loſs of ground that would enſue. 


I was not, however, diſcouraged, but determined to 


: accompliſh my purpoſe, which I did in the Wien 1 
manner. 
But, before 1 relate the manner in which I made my 
new road, as J may call it, it will be proper to obſerve, 
that the above-mentioned avenue runs due north and ſouth; | 
and that the land, for at leaſt two rods on each fide, produced 
little or nothing, owing to its being continually impove- 
riſhed by the roots of the elms, which {pread wide, and at 
no great diſtance from the furface, „ 
The old road of the avenue Werler the trees is ; about 
eighteen feet wide, and the ſoil as above deſcribed. 5 
Matters being in this ſituation, I took the uncommon 
reſolution of making two new roads, one on each ſide the 


1 5 
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avenue, beſides repairing the old one. Tt is true, I wanted 
not money, being poſſeſſed of a little freehold eſtate, 
- amounting to rather more man four hundred PRO: a | years 
benden M fatm 


My firſt ſtep was to level the whole ground I intended 
to make into a road: 1 do not mean ta bring it to a true level, 
but to pare away the excreſcences and fill up. the cams, 


ſo as to give it a uniform ſurface. 


I have already obſerved that the road best the ala * 
1 about eighteen fect wide : to this I added ten feet on each 
ſſde, without the trees; which made the whole road about 
forty feet wide. 
In levelling the ground I cauſed the middle of the a avenue 
: to be laid about one foot and a half higher than the edges of 
the road without the trees, ſo that the breadth of the whole 
road formed the ſegment of a large circle: wherever the 
ſoil appeared very ſpongy, I laid green ſhrowdings of trees, 
not in faggots, but 8888 in > layers or beds, v8 covered - 
with clay. : 
The next thing 1 "Th was to dig a trench on each fide : 
| the road, to ſerve by way of drains to carry eff the water: 
the earth, caſt out of theſe drains, formed banks next the 
road; through the bottom of which were gu tters to give a 
P to the water.. 5 5 
The work I have already 1 1004 was all 3 in the 
; ſpring of the year, being finiſhed by the latter end of May: 
in this ſituation I ſuffered it to remain for three months, 
mul the hurry. of my bay and e corn harveſt Was . well 


ä over. | 


- 1 ſuffered no carriages to go on my embrio of a road. 


The coat of gravel I laid on this road was of a different 


5 thicknes ; in the avenue ben the trees I allowed 
: 2 9017 


In the badges of 3 1 find that the fun had 

= dons me great ſervice, by drying the loam in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to put it in condition of mixing, uniting, and 
binding, with the gravel aſterwards laid on: I accordingly 
tet a number of gravel carts and labourers to work; but 
; ſhould firſt obſerve, that during the three ſummer months, 5 
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ohly fix inches of gravel ; whereas, withoutſide the . 


the gravel was laid at leaſt a foot thick. 


I had ſeveral reaſons for this management. F rſt, I did it 
to ſave gravel, and, of courſe, labour: in the next place, 1 
thought it very unneceſſary to make this part of the road ſo 
ſubſtantia as the outſides, as it was not my intention to per- 
mit any carriages to go on it, being reſerved for a bridle- 
way; in which intention it has anſwered very well, being 
never out of repair. The outſide roads I reſerve for the 
traffic of my carriages; one ſerving for ſuch as are coming 
towards my houſe, the other for fuch as are going from it; 

; which rule I always inſiſt on being religiouſly attended to. 

When the gravel was laid on, and raked level, the whole 

road was paſſed over by my iron cylindrical ro! lers, which, : 

in ſome meaſure, ſmoothed the ſurface ; but it was not yet 
hard enough for carriages: I therefore contrived to hx over 
ſome of my rollers a kind of ſtrong wooden trough, that 
would hold two tons of ſtones ; and thus loaded, I dragged 

| them over the ſurface of my road, Which made it as firm — 
= and hard as I could deſire. E 

lt is near ten years ſince I made this road, in ab hich b 

time it has never coſt me ten pounds repairing it; and 1 
aſſure you it has an elegant aſpect, and has been of ſuch uſe | 

to me as to have already ſaved me ſome hundreds i in horſe- 5 
fleſh, horſe- keeping, and wear and tear of my waggons, 

| carts, tumbrils, Sc. not to mention how much more ex- 
peditiouſſy my work, of every kind, is now done; the road, 
as you may imagine, running through the middle of my 

| farm; and J particularly feel the e of i it in i catch- T 

| ing, or wet, harveſt. 
T he expence of making this road was not ſo wut as ſome 
ol your readers may imagine: it coſt me, on a ſuppoſition tha 

I was to make a fair charge of every article, about one hun- 

dred and fifty pounds, which I eſteem a trifle, for ſo great = 

and laſting a convenience, in fo large a farm. _ = 


1 muſt not, however, omit mentioning. the generoſity 


of my landlord, who, when he came, as uſual, the next 
year, to pay me a vilit, Was greatly ſurpriſed at what I had. 
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done; and inſiſted on abating me one hundred pounds of 

the rent I was paying him, as ſome ſort of compenſation 
(for ſo he expreſſed it) for the trouble and expence I had been 
at, in making an improvement on his eltate, ſo very uſe- 
ful. and at the ſame time ſo ornamental. 


Some of your readers may poſſibly imagine, that this ae- 


count can be of very little uſe to middling farmers; but I 

muſt beg leave to aſſert, that it is the intereſt of every _ 
farmer to make, as far as lies in his power, the ways * 
. communication in his land as practicable as poſſible. 


1 am, n eee h 
He Your bumble ſervant, 


: North of London 1764. e | ; K. 


—— - ” 14 V. 3 2 8 : b * 5 „ 


NUMBER III. 


4 hi ſim a Manufafturer i in Spitalfields, 5 propoſe ng & 


| Remedy for” — e a the Silk Trade in —— 


Grxrizurv, 1 


Hope you will not think it conſiſtent with the plan : 
of your work, to admit in your collection a few of my 


2 thouchts on the ſubject of the decay of trade eee the | 
filk anufg Aurers i in London. 


I the rather chuſe your work as a 1 2 to convey 5 


my ſentiments to thoſe in power, as J imagine it, on ac- 
count of the merit of its contents, to be read by moſt of 
the men of genius in the kingdom; of a genius, I mean, 
for the improvement of c our agriculture, trade, and manu- 
: faftures, _ 5 


But not to detain you too long with unneceſſary j pream- 5 


2 ble: it ſeems on all hands acknowledged, that the filk 

— trade is lately gone ſtrangely to decay; ; and this decay muſt 8 
1 5 indeed almoſt wholly be attributed to the great encourage- 
mauent given, by that dzmon falſe taſte, to the conſumption = 
of French filks in England. This impolitic taſte is gene- 
I rally Jenes by a thor: trip to > Paris, and on the return of 
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ſcribed, 
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our travellers, who, for the moſt part, bring back with 
them a cargo of clothes for themſelves and friends: the 
infection ſpreads, and every one of their acquaintance muſt 
forthwith be equipped in the ſame taſte. 


This is but the beginning of the evil which I 10 


; peine out; for though every perſon of faſhion, poſſeſſed by 
this evil ſpirit, muſt be decked in French manufactures, 
yet it is not convenient for every one to go to France to 
fetch them; and it is well known the duties on ſuch com- 
modities are ſo high as to amount almoſt to a prohibition; 3 
yet, after all, theſe perſons of faſhion. muſt be ſupplied, : 
which they generally are in the following manner. 


It is almoſt unneceſſary to obſerve that the ſilk. mercers 


are ſupplied with the means of living by the ſilk weavers 
and manufacturers; yet are they ſome of them ſo ungrateful 
as to betray their benefactors, by a fraudulent, illicit, 
and underhand importation of French ſilks, for the purpoſe 


of ſerving their cuſtomers, the perſons of faſhion ave: 2 


This then is the Sa by 1 the French filks are 


diſtributed i in London ; and the French taylors, and French 
habit and mantua makers, are the people who carry the 
pattern- books from houſe to houſe, and promote the fale 
of them as much as in them lies, 


Would the mercers once determine, neither to buy nor 


ſell any French lilks on any account or conſideration what= 

| ever, the trade of ſmuggling, in this article at leaſt, would 

_ ſoon be at an end; for it would be impoſſible that one half 
of the quantity that is now conſumed could be circulated 
without the aſſiſtance of the mercers, who ſacrifice the good 

of their country | to ſerve their natural enemies and inde- : 

1 fatigable ank e | mig. 

T1 would not . after all, bs thought to ont 

wy” that all the mercers ſell French filks: no, there are ſome 
among them who are too conſciencious to do it; yet do 
many of theſe ſell Engliſh-manufaQuured goods with great 

ſeeming caution, as 77 they had privately imported them 
5 from Fra rance; and the reaſon they aſſign tor this, as they 
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call it, honeſt fraud, is, that were they to tell their cuſ- 
tomers that the ſilks they offer were manufactured in Spital- 
fields, they would be rejected, neglected, and lie on their 
hands. If this is true, muſt we not eſteem it ſtrange that 
a nation ſhould be ſo infatuated, ſo depraved, ſo loſt to all 
true taſte, and all ſenſe of public ſpirit, or patriotiſm? | 
I fear it is too true: this at leaſt I am ſenſible of, that we 
have received many orders from the mercers to weave ſe- 
veral ſorts of ſilks after the patterns of thoſe wrought | in the . 
French manufactories. | 
Were we not at leaſt as capchls of making good ſilks ; as 
the French, I ſhould not be ſo, much nenne to blame the 
reigning taſte; but when it is on all hands acknowledged, 
his our manufactures exceed theirs by far; when this is, I 
ſay, even by themſelves acknowledged, who that has feel- 
ing, who that has the leaft ſpark of love for his country 
left, can bear it with any degree of patience? I own myſelf 
intereſted; yet am I far from feeling wholly for my; 1: 
have the ſentiments of an Engliſhman, love my country, 
and wiſh that every branch of her manufactures may e 5 
1 flouriſh and preſper. 1 
But, after all, to murmur, be diſſatisfied, ow e 5 
vill do but little good: a remedy muſt be applied; and this 
can never be done, unleſs it is firſt thought of, and propeſes 
to thoſe who have the executive power. 5 
This, Gentlemen, was the cauſe of my writing to you, 5 
intending to ſubmit to the conſideration of the public, a 2 
remedy for this great, this crying evil. | LY 
I qwWould firſt then propoſe, that diligent and frequent 7” 
ſecarch ſhould be made after ſmuggled French ſilks; and 
When once a lot was ſeized, it ſhould, on no conſideration 
whatever, be reſtored to the perſon it was taken from, which 
zs not unfrequently the caſe; for when a French taylor, 5 
or mercer, meets with ſuch an accident, he inſtantly ap» 
plies to his countryman, my lord's valet, or to Mademoi, 
8 felle, the waiting-maid, and all is ſure to be ſet right, 
| Theſe practices I would wiſh to be ae aboliſhes 1 
; and a ith reſolution would do it, 
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In the next place, a fine of five hundred pounds, to be 
rigorouſly levied, ſhould. be laid on every mercer, or other 


perſon, who. ſhould preſume to ſell Engliſh filks as if im- 


ported from France, as it is this ſcandalous cuſtom which 


chiefly occaſions the 8 of this falſe, though . : 


taſte. 


No perſons, but "RY as were qualifies by their eſtates to 

; fit in the houſe of commons, and their wives and daughters, 

| ſhould be licenſed to wear French ſilks; and every ſuch 
perſon ſhould pay twenty pounds a year for the licence, and 
their names and places of abode publiſhed quarterly, at 

| length, in the London Gazette, that people might know | 
Who were licenſed to betray their FRY * e 5 


the trade of its mortal enemies. 


No mercer ſhould ſell to any perſan any French ſilks, 
_ unleſs ſuch licence was firſt produced, and the perſon pro- 
: ducing it averred him or. her ſelf to be the party deſcribed. 
and mentioned therein, under the e of five hundred 


e 


en perſons, boying French ſlks by means of a eres > 

not granted to themſelves, to forfeit fifty pounds; and one 
hundred pounds to be the penalty for wearing French ſilks 
without a licence firſt had and obtained, or for procuring * 


- ; Word licence without being qualified, as above, to enjoy it. 


Every mercer intending to ſell French ſilks to be obliged 

to take out a licence for ſuch purpoſe ; for which licence he 
| ſhould pay forty pounds per annum; a very ſmall ſum when 

compared with the 9 oy. now e Set by that hy, 


, 8 Miele. 


Every mercer, fling French gls, to be obliged to keep 


a regular account of his ſtock of ſuch ſilks, with its encreaſe 
and decreaſe, making regular entries of whom he makes his 

- purchaſes, deſcribing the lots, and entering the names alſo 
of the parties to whom he ſells ſuch goods, with their na- 


ture, quantity, and prime coſt ; and to be ſubje& to the in- | 
ſpection of the exciſeman of the diviſion he lives in, in the 


| lame r manner che © Sealers 1 in tea, Sc, are. 
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All peers of England, Ireland, and Scotland, to be qua- 


8 lified to take out a licence on paying the ſum of twenty 
pounds annually for it : the ſame of their ladies, ſons, and 
daughters. 1 
Some may, 8 think that theſe reſtriftions, toge- 
ther with the heavy duty French-wrought or manufactured 
ſilks are already loaded with, would, in fact, amount to a 
prohibition, as no body would wear them. I could wiſh, 
indeed, this would be the caſe, as the ſilk manufactories in 
England would want no other encouragement ; but 1 
fear it would be far otherwiſe, and that _ licences | 
15 would be taken dur, 
I Will ſuppoſe that two thouſand alen and kalle 5 
| - take out licences to wear French ſilks, who would 
55 annually pay for ſuch licences forty thouſand pounds; and 
this is a very moderate computation, if we conſider how 
many people of faſhion we have, and how much this li- 
berty would diſtinguiſh them from the vulgar. _ 
IA ſhall alſo ſuppoſe that twenty mercers would take out 
: ncences to ſell French ſilks to theſe people of faſhion: this 
makes the whole ſum raiſed, to amount to y oy thouſand —_ 
"ow hundred pounds. - 
The eight hundred ond would very well pay the ex- 

: pence of collecting this tax, and the extra ſalaries to be 
given to the ſurveying officers ; after which, there will re- 
” main forty thouſand pounds to be annually diſpoſed of. 
As my ſcheme is entirely calculated for reſtoring the dk | 
= Bs J ſhall have that 3 in mY eye in 1 the dil 


poſal of this money. 


The ſum of five thouſand + Wadi i in "hs brit hes neg. 
: be annually applied to the relief of poor journey men wea- 
vers, e. with their Wives. and hand when lick or _ 
of employ. 5 Ho 
©, TO ne. ps ſhould Pea be divided into 
5 proper premiums, calculated for the encouraging every 
branch of this elegant and uſeful manufacture, to be diſ- 
_ tributed at the dileretion of .s ſociety for een 5 
. * Se. ON | | 
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The remaining twenty-five thouſand pounds I would 


wiſh to be annually, in due proportion, divided amongſt 


the importers of raw filk ; preference being always given 


to ſuch as imported the greateſt quantity, of the > beſt and f 
moſt uſeful quality, and loweſt price. | 
Lou by this time, Gentlemen, I dare ſay, ſee what 1 
5 inden in this plan: my wiſh is to make people of faſhion. 
pay for the injury they do their country, by wearing fo- 
' reign manufactures; and, in proportion to the number of 
people who liſt themſelves under the banner of falſe taſte, 
will be a ſum raiſed, pants Fo for eccoutaging our expres : 
. manufacture. 8 
It may, perhaps, be the opinion of ſome, that, though 55 
the number at firſt licenſed would be great, yet in a few ZE 
years all would drop off, owing to the expence attending 
this faſhion, Should this be the. conſequence, my end 
would be anſwered, for it is to be ſuppoſed that when the 
people of faſhion leave off buying and wearing French filks, 
they will be content with ſuch as are manufactured in Lon= 
don, and the manufacturers want no encouragement for 
continuing in their employ, but a ready ſale, at a reaſonable 
price, for the goods as they are made. 


Lou will, I hope, excuſe this trouble from a | firanger : 3 


your work being open to correſpondents inclined me to 
rank myſelf in the number. 1 have been your conſtant | 
reader from y our firſt publication, and juſt as | long 8 


Your admirer, 


. Spital- fields, — And bnakle ſervants. 
April 19; 370." b MANUFACTURER, | 155 
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 GenTLemaN, 


AVING ſeen ſeveral kink; in the art ” 3s ing 1 


5 . your collection, I 1 imagine what follows * ill not be 
Agreed to your readers, 05 
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The Korek: are a nation inhabiting the borders of Ruffia : 


they approach, it is true, to the nature of favages; Tr ought 


we not to be aſhamed to learn of them. | 
| Theſe people uſe deer and dog-ſkins for their 1 
| which they dye with alder bark reduced to a fine paweder; 


but their ſeal-ſkins, on which they fe a — value, they 


- dye i in a nicer manner, _ 


The firſt thing they do is to clean off the hal: which 

they perform very dexterouſly, by means of ſharp ſtones in- 

| Rtead of knives, They then ſew up the ſkin into the form 
of a bag, turning the hair-ſide outward: into this bag they 7 
pour a ſtrong decoction of alder bark, Jeaving it in this us 


ation for ſome days. 


When this time is expired, ey hang it upon a tree, and 
i beat it with ſticks till the colour has quite penetrated 
8 through the ſkin, ſo as to tinge it equally throughout. 
Their next operation is to rip open the bag; ; and ſtretching 
dcdut the ſkin, they leave it in the air till it is quite dry; and 
Aeueſtly, they rub it with their hands, till it becomes ſoft and 
ft for uſe. When it has paſſed through all theſe PO | 


it bears ſome reſemblance to a drefled t uns; And 


dreſſed and dyed at the ſame time *. 5 

I beſe people often ornament themſelves EY the FI : 
- of ſeals dreſſed with the hair on; but they dye the hair of 
24 a fine red colour, with a deco tion of red whortle berries, to 

which they add alder bark reduced to powder, alum, and 


8285 lac lung by this dye they get a very bright colour. 


I have no doubt but that theſe hints may be applied to 


CE; uſe 7 * ſome of your ingenious readers, and an, 
en een 8 
Mark Lane, +. Ne e ee of f your work. 


March 6, 1764. MH FAY N I 8 5 


Bo We could with « our r correſpondent bad not 1 to 3 
© tion the colour which theſe ſkins aſſume after they are dreſſed ; 5 
N But from Wait follows 1 we . it to be red. 7. 5 
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: 4 Letter to the E Jitors, recommending Nettles « as a a Subſtitute 1 8 


” mend to ſome of your country readers, who have an oppor- e Wit | 
 tanity of doing it, © ff 


| Germany or Flanders; I do not exactly remember which: 
and I imagine the manner of preparing it cannot greatly dif- 


fer from the methods o of preparing ny: 2 4 flax alter they 
© are N 9. 


already: we hope its being repeated may have ſome effect and 


that a premium may be offered t to ERCOUrBSE ſuch as are en I 
do try the a EY 0 | 


K 


1 K 


N UM B E R Iv. „ ; —_— 


By Hemp and Kur, in various ane dart SN - il 
5 | | ” | To ok 5 - 5 1 we 
Have often heard it ſaid that very good h aortas, 


fails, Sc. might be made of the fibres of the nettle _ E 1 
plant; the trial of which I would earneſtly recom. 84 


If I miſtake not, it has been tried with 1 either in 


 Ving : 


0 This has ben more chan once a in our e 


e 


N 1 
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; Uſing nettles, f in this intention, may be new to us: yet, 
in the northern parts of Ruſſia, there are whole nations 
which uſe no other hemp; and it is ſaid to make the beſt 
of twine there for fiſhing-nets, bearing being wet and dry 
rather better than the ordinary hemp; and we may reaſon- 
| ably ſuppoſe, it is not, by theſe Peoples — 7 ſo Pproper- 
0 If as it might. | 8 
I could iſh to ſee a premium offered by the noble ſociety 
of which you are members, for the encouragement of this | 
new manufacture, which migbt in time be greatly varied, 1 
and perhaps extended to finer and more coſtly commodi- © | 
ties than we can yet well have any idea of, I do not de- : { io 
ſpair of its vying, one time or other, with fine flax, for fa- 1 
bricating cambrics; being almoſt certain, from the few _ 1 
f 
|; 
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5 obſervations I have made on its nature, that its fibres may 
be made, at leaſt, as fine; and, if I miſtake not, they 
are ſtronger, and will bear the air better, and muſt, of 
- courſes. laſt longer when manufactured into linen. 
I ſhall be glad to ſee this appear in your collection, as it 

5 may be of uſe. 1am an old man, and am willing to do 
ſome ſervice to my country, during the ſmall time of my 
ſojourning here on earth. At my next interval of health I 
may, perhaps, write to you again. 3 ſhall now conclude _ 


Es n 
ER. . Yeu reader and admirer, _ 
We FE On Logs skxxx. 


5 NUMBER IVI. 
5 4 Letter t ; the Editors, reſpeting the Tinh Groſs e. i 


| GexrremnN, 2 ORs . 
Read, with great pleaſure, ahbe piece in your work, EN 
1 marked Number XVIII. page 60, Volume the Second, 
which treated of the ſuperior excellence of Timothy graſs; 
1 paſture which the fen country far mers, in particular, can- 1 
| not but find | ETOP. in cultivating. x We „„ 
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1 muſt, however, beg leave to tet your correſpondent 
right in one particular, 


He ſays, that the Timothy eraſe w was brought into Vorth- | 


Carolina by Mr. Timothy Hanſm, from Virginia : this 


ſeems to be a miſtake, as I am informed by a friend of 7 


mine, who has been in the country, that Mr, Hanſon 


| rr 16 ied the ſeeds of this 125 to Caen from New- 
: That it may be ls] in 1 Vi irginia I make. no Joubt, 
as from its great uſe it muſt karen ſoon ſpread. over al- 
5 moſt the whole continent of America. Ee 
I am alſo informed by the ſame gevtleman, that this oraſs - 
is, to great advantage, culcivated in ſome parts of Pen; lva- 
nia, where they cut it green for feeding their cattle, in the 
ſame manner lucern is often uſed in Europe. It is fo luxu- 
riant as to yield them ſeveral crops in a ſummer, and the 5 
inhabitants reckon it very. Rae, ſweet, nouriſhing | 
food. 
If the burnet grass, lately propagated and recommended 
5 Mr. Nocgue, ſhould ſucceed in England, it would, 1 
think, be highly proper to ſend ſome of the ſeed to ame- 
rica, where it might eaſily be diſperſed by means of the 
ſociety's correſponding members, who would, without 
doubt, gladly embrace. ſuch an n opportunity of ſerving ter 
: country. e . 5 
If once a communication of . ee 1 
agriculture, betwixt our American colonies and the mother 
country, ſhould take place, it would be of infinite uſe to 
both; for there are growing wild in America many plants, e 
which would undoubtedly ſucceed: well when * ultivated in 
5 England. | 
Fs little public ſpirit would bring this matter about bye ; 
£4 the misfortune is, that moſt people are fo intent on ſerving Le 
7 themſelves, that they take little heed about the public; pro- 5 
moting nothing but what will tend to theirs own  immegiate FE, 
and particular emolument. 85 


Was a ſpirit of emulation raiſed i in "the American planters, 


5 they would, doubtleſs, | improve. on the. ee methods of 
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practiee much faſter than they do; and this would not be 
wonderful, if we conſider that all their time muſt, of courſe, 
be occupied, in what manner beſt to cultivate their lands; 
for on the produce of them do they chiefly depend for ſup- 
port; commerce having, as . 1 extended W 5 


the ſea- coaſts, 


Ion I think it 2 great pity that the government ies . 
not annually offer premiums for encouraging agriculture 
in our colonies: ; A nation of good hulpandanen can never de 


: poor, | EN 


If our orthory colonies ſhould have. more corn than is 


ſufficient for their own conſumption, and that of the West- 


India iſlands, they might not only find a ready market for 

it in the Spaniſh and Portugueſe dominions in Europe, but 
could alſo afford to pay a moderate duty for the liberty 5 
1 exporting it: whereas, here in England, the government 
0 gives a bounty to the merchant for contributing to enhance 


. 885 of bread to the conſumer, 1 an, . 
. rn, . 5 
Mlle End, - FORE fincere well-wiſher, 7 


. n + . 1 A FRIEND : to the PoBLIc, 5 


NUMBER 1 VII. 


4 Leter t . Edius, - recommending the B ths Males 
| in England, with Directions in the Choice of Ales and 


Le, and the e Lap * Celts "ll 15 i break, 


„ 


Do not remember, | in any of aha tiers weitten 10 you 85 
I by your very ingenious correſpondents, to have ſeen that 
| uſeful animal the mule mentioned; an animal which, pro- 
perly trained, will be of more ſervice to the middling far- 
mer, than even the generous horſe, as his keeping is by far 
ess expenſive, he is longer lived, and liable to fewer acci- > 
. dents or diſtempers, v7 


part 3 2 
. 


2 
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i Spain there i is great encouragement for breeding and 
training mules to every kind of buſineſs: in Portugal they 
are eſtimated at a high price, and are not a little valued i in 

the ſouthern parts of France. 

Ion I have often been aſtoniſhed (the uſeful - nature of 
this creature conſidered) that we do not more encourage 

the breed in England. This inattention may, perhaps, pro- 

ceed from mules being thought naturally more vicious than 
horſes: I doubt the fact; yet, be it as it will, they are, to my 
knowledge, equally capable of being made uſelul, 5 0 

and gentle. | 

l. affert not this, adde mch l from opinion, ha- = 

ving had many years N of what may; be © Gon. Kat 

this way. 5 

During the courſe: of the war, in which his roy al u bigh- - 

neſs the duke of Cumberland commanded the army of the 

allies in Flanders, the empreſo- queen made him a preſent 

of above fifty fine mules to carry his baggage: theſe mules, 
at the end of that war, were brought to England, at which 
time I had an opportunity of ſeeing and admiring them. 

They were, I think, the fineſt and largeſt I ever before 

beheld; and one, nearly white, particularly” attracted my at- 

tention, being almoſt ſixteen hands high. | 

This circumſtance, of ſeeing his highneſs's OED. of mules, _ 
: it was firſt induced me to think of breeding them, i in tick = 

4 have ſince had uncommon ſucceſs. T 

l had many encouragements to make the attempt: my 

. fortune was ſuch as could not be hurt by the experiment; 
my park was extenſive, and very proper for the purpoſe; 
and I had many ſervants, who had ſo little to do, as to have 
8 leiſure time enough to obey my orders in this matter. 

My great difficulty at firſt ſetting out was to procure a 

| he-afs or two to cover my mares; for I found none were 5 

to be got, of any ſize, bred in England. RS 

It is true, I met with ſome Spaniſh 5 but they were 

5 nuggid, and not likely to get mettled colts: beſides, 1 

could not buy two of them, of any ſize and ſhape, under 

i ſeven bundred pounce which I thought too much: money : 

to 
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to throw away, if I could by any other x means get my end 


_ eaſily anſwered. 


Senfible that perſeverance does PATSY in all ings, 1 


bought a ſtrong-boned, fine-ſhaped he aſs, and two ſhe- aſſes 
of a large ſize, conſidering they were bred in England, de- 


termided to try if I could not by a little care and atten- 
tion mend the breed, before I attempted to get any mules. 
Theſe coſt me only four pounds, and my two ſhe · aſſes 


Soon afterwards dropped a foal each. 


I continued to breed from them 55 feveral years; ; : but it 
5 is to the manner in which I managed the aſs-colts, that the 
great ſucceſs 1 have 2117 _ in breeding mules muſt be; 


| aſcribed. 


took care that the he-affes | ſhould be well fed, Sd be 
ov; in order, both before they ee their foals, and T 


. afterwards whilſt they ſuckled, 


4s ſoon as the colts were weaned,. I had them as care- 
Ps fully attended and fed as if they had been got by Childers, 
or Babram: every winter they ſtood under cover, defended 
ftom the injuries of the weather, and were regularly fed, 
5 cleaned, and littered, the door of the ſtable being always 
left open two or three hours in the middle of the day, for 
them to exerciſe themſelves as they thought proper, which 
| they ſeldom failed to do, if the weather was fine, to ſomne 
purpoſe, returning, without ee, when the bour * 


feeding approached, 


In this manner 1 hs managed. * till they were 
Shows: years old, when 1 ned my ſtone. colts to cover, 


and my females to breed. 


You would indeed be ſurpriſed to ) ſee Hand mah. by this 9 7 
1 plain and ſimple management, my breed of aſſes is im- 
1 9 for J have now in my ſtables ſeveral he- aſſes, which _ 
I keep as ſtallions, that are, | believe, as large, and as well 

* as any that were ever beretoſore bred in 1 thels 

5 iſlands. „„ | - | 
I ſhall now ! to deferibe to you . manner in 
8 which I breed my mules, F or this purpoſe I chuſe mares 
. nn T0 15 that : 
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what are of a very large breed, ſuch as are ſometimes uſed 
to draw the brewers drays in London. _ 


My next care is that they are young, full of life, large 
bareled, but ſmall limbed, with a moderate- ſized head, and 


a good forehand. At the proper ſeaſon my mares are co- 
vered by my aſs-ſtallions, and they ſeddom miſs. During 
the time the mares are in foal, I take care to have them 
fed with nouriſhing fodder, ſuch as L imagine will moſt con- 
tribute to the ſize of the fol. = 5 
My expectations, after this management, are 9 5 

anſwered, for in due ſeaſon my mares drop foals, which 1 
could often ſell for ten, and ſometimes for twenty gui- 
neas a· piece at three months old; and their future value is 

2, more than in proportion encreaſed afterwards. 
I always houſe my mule- colts the firſt winter; otherwiſe 
the hard froſts, and ſharp, cold, long nights, wad ftint 
them in _ bar beſides . them e and 15 
rough. 
From the time & their being Gap 1 cauſe ha 
| often to be handled, to make them gentle: this prevents 8 
their hurting themſelves by ſkittiſhneſs, and ſudden frights: 
they are beſides much eaſier broke at the proper age, and 
become docile. and wonderfully harmleſs, having nothing 
of that viciouſneſs which i Is ſo commonly I of 1 fo N 
_ theſe animals. oo ; 
I have them for the moſt part books” at "Lo years old, ; 
burt never permit them to do much work till four : they are 
thus ſecure from being burt by hard labour, till 8 have : 
W ſtrength enough to bear it without injury,” 
l I have now ſeveral mules which I conſtantly capes 1 in 
various kinds of labour; two, which are indeed very fine, 
I ride myſelf after my harriers; two more J keep for my 
buntſman, and one for my whipper- in: theſe 3 are e black, | 
x ſorrel, and grey. Fs : ; 
1 have alſo four fine mules, but THO and heavier than 1 
| thoſe above mentioned, which I dri ive occaſionally in a four- 
wheel chaiſe, belides ſeveral others leſs. N uſed for 85 
: plowing ut and carting. 5 


Some 


. N 
* EE 
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Some of my neighbours ſmile at my taſte; yet they can- 


not at the ſame time help acknowledging, that they are 
cheaper animals, when bred at e as has . my prac- 
tice, than horſes. - | 


Perhaps ſome of your 8 Fein the hints above 


tbrowbo out, may be inclined to try the experiment: if ſo, 
7 1 would caution them againſt ome: errors I at Ark e 
out fell into. 5 


I thought at firſt I could: not 3 my y-coks too well 


: dries the winter months: accordingly I ordered that they 
ſhould have the ſweeteſt hay, which T had before ordered | 

to be reſerved for my: cou and as many Oats as s they | 
could - | 


This way of ſeeding them. i it is ; Kris made them very 


Fat; but it was far from being an advantage to them, for 
I afterwards found, by experience, that it was not only 
incurring a much Jarger expence than was any ways ne- 
EE ceſſary, but alſo made them wonderfully nice and delicate 
in their appetites ever after, and alſo, by encteaſing their 
weight of fleſh, made them more ſubject to rains and 
hurts in their morning gambols. „ . 
Finding this to be the caſe, I altered my det 8 
and contented myſelf with giving them food enough to pre- 
vent their loſing fleſh, and keep up their growth, without 
palling their appetites with delicacies, or making them 
| over fat: as to the reſt, I took the ſame care of defending 
them from the i injuries of the weather as ever, by allowing 
tem ſtable room, and good litter to fleep on, beſides 
| cauſing them every day to be well rubbed down with a 
| hard wiſp of ftraw by an active groom, whoſe peculiar 
. province it was to attend them; and this was ſcarcely ever 
ol omitted, particularly in cold, raw, wet weather, When 


5 they were leaſt inclined to exerciſe themſelves in the park. 


Pully ſenſible of my want of method, I ought doubtleſs 5 5 
5 to make an apology for the looſe dreſs my thoughts appear 
| in; but this would be only adding to your trouble: ſuch _ 
2s they are, you are heartily welcome to them; and-1 - 
afſure you. it wat | ah me . ſalisfaction to ſee that any 
; es dane 
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| compoſition. of mine could be thought worthy to PP 
in ſo uſeful, ſo truely valuable a work, I am, 


Your conſtant reader, 


April 5, 1704. „„ Bakoxzrrus ANGLIA, ; 


NUMBER Lv. 


4 ba to the Eaters, giving Reaſons why the Pratti ce if | 
Denſbiring, or Burnbaiting Land, is not more univer ally 


in Uſe. (See Number XII. 80 45 of this Volume.) A 


| GenTLEMEN, 


TN one of your notes on my laſt letter, you "obj to 
my obſervation, that moſt probably denſhiring will, in 
time, be the univerſal ſyſtem; as it is not 122 ws the 
the practice is not new. Yee: 
I could give many reaſons why bs yet) it is not fo, but E 
; will only mention two. "5. "0 
Firſt, The poverty of many ſmall 3 who; being. 
at rack rent, dare not hazard ſo conſiderable an expence 


on lands ey 1 leave before their Money will come in 
5 again. I | : 


The other i s, that landlords has the tle « of * 


mers, that they work the land out, that they think of no 
improvement beyond the preſent crop, are in general ſet _ 
_ againſt this practice, and deny leave to their tenants o 
follow it. 8 
| You have gueſſed rightly that 1 freak af Lincolnſhire, 7 
but 1 fear are in the ſame opinion with my friends tbe 
Mint yl Reviewers, that the road from Ae to > Grundy: = 
is paſſable only for geeſe. 8 = 
The foil near my houſe is light indy land, with; a _ = 


y Lderable mixture of clay, ! in 1 not t above a foot deep, : 
and ſtone below it. 


The ſoil adjoining to the hea ath, and which: a very 


. . of this county, is» ſtrove, cold, . 
Vor. I. Ns. 9. 
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and clayey, runs greatly to ant-hills, and much to furz: 
there is great variety, "tis true; but it all inclines that 


way, though in different proportions. 


The practice I recommend ſuits either of theſe ſolls ex- 


tremely well; but in ſowing the laſt crop with ſeeds, re- 
gard muſt be had to the ſort of land: the former heath ſoil 
ſhould be ſown with ſaintfoin if for hay, trefoil and ray- 
_ graſs if for paſture : the cold land ſhould be ſown with : 
bay ſeeds, ray-graſs, and trefoil mixt. | 


_ *Tis very common to ſow two crops of turneps ſuc- 


exllvely ; nay, Any: farmers fow ater 3. wut this I do 5 
not approve. | 5 


The reaſon the firſt crop does not require Welt, is not 


& much from the quantity of ſeed, as that the ground 
being only once plowed, none can grow but that which is 
drawn by the harrow into the hollow made between one 
furrow and another, where it raiſes a mold, and the burn · 
1 ing the ſwarth deſtroys the weeds. 


1 faid it always inſures good OY that i is, the two o 1 = 


three firſt crops after the denſhiring ; and this is the well- 
known effect of it: but in land plowed without burning, 
the moſt approved method is to plow the ſwarth, between 
Candlemas and Lady-Day, according to the crop intended 
(we generally ſow lentils on one plowing); then fallow it 
the ſummer, and manure it; then wheat, and ſo on in the 
common courſe of huſbandry. 5 | 


When farmers live far from great towns, r manure is not 


to be had; denſhiring provides it: mere plowing will, in 
good ſoils, bring good corn; but let the drillers (I was 1 
formerly one) ſay what they pleaſe, manure is certainly ve - ; 
; ceſſary for moderate land, for turneps abſolutely 5 


I was a correſpondent of Mr. Mills in his laſt book „ 


Huſbandry, which drew from | me many ebſervations, that 


eric 


» We agree with our very V ſonkible nn chat ma- 
nure, even in the drill huſbandry, muſt in general be of ſer- 


5 vice to moderate land, and think Mr. Tull's greateſt over. Xx 
f 85 Was | Us excluding m manure ey.” from his ſyſtem. R. 
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otherwiſe might properly enough have appeared in your 
collection; and (if your other correſpondents will ſet the 
example) I ſhall have no objection to e my real 
name *; till then muſt remain, | 


GENTLEMEN, 
CE, Your very humble ſervant, 


April 4 b. | T Rus ricus. 


Os 8. Lincolnſhire i in improvements is ſome forty years 
8 behind Norfolk, 8 | 


& M4 3 FY 8 po * — 1 8 ——_. * 
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4 Letter from Mr. Smith to the Editors, on the Advantage WO 


tt be een, . the ee, * VF etches. ; 


Guru, 


T would certainly be of great ae adramage, could 
I our ſtock of cattle and ſheep be encreaſed without 
5 diminiſhing the quantity of our lands that are in tillage. 
This can no otherways be done, but by encouraging 
the growth of artificial pints. which the farmers have of 1 5 
p late years fallen into. . . 
| The turnep huſbandry is not of very old flanding f in 
8 this iſland, yet has it made a very rapid progreſs. The 
immenſe utility of it, when properly practiſed, cannot but 
be evident, even to an ignorant common farmer, on the 

| * Auſpeckion. This evident N of it bas occa- 
wil, 2 2 e honed 


hi gentleman” $ future favours will greatly N us; 
5 ud if he will permit us to make uſe of his name, we ſhall be | 
_ doubly indebted to him. We ate the more earneſt on this head, 
as ſeveral of our correſpondents, men of rank, have expreſſed | 
_ themſelves in the ſame manner as Rufticus has done. Our 
chief reaſon for deſiring the ſubſcription of the real names of 
our correſpondents is, that they would, with many, greatly 
| enforce the precepts contained in the letters, and be conſidered 
as an additional mark of ſterling value. R, 
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fioned its being almoſt univerſally practiſed in the counties 
of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Eſſex, whence it has ſpread to 
other parts of England, and is of late even adopted in 
Ireland, where, I am informed, the gentry are very intent 
on improving their eſtates, _ 
The coleſeed plant has alſo its utility, 5 in n many a 
places is as univerſally ſown as the turnep. T have, myſelf, 
very often raiſed this crop, as well for feeding ſheep, &c. 
as for the ſake of its ſeed, and have had no little ſucceſs in 
this huſbandry, being very fond of it, as coleſeed is an ex · — 
8 cellent crop to overpower, choak, and deſtroy weeds. 
Now I have mentioned coleſeed, I cannot but acknow- 
_ hege my obligations to a correſpondent of your work, 
Who ſigns himſelf I. I. and dates his letter from the Mid- 
dle Level. I am obliged to him, I fay, for the excellent 
account he has given of the culture and e of i 
8 this plant, as practiſed in the fen- countries. OP 
Mlany farmers, who hold land of a fenny or moory na- 
, tare, will, by the help of his directions, be encouraged and 
enabled to attempt this huſbandry to their great emolu- 
ment; a huſbandry to which they were before utter ſtrangers, 
for though they might know the OR rau een, this 5 
8 could be but of little uſe to tg em. 5 
-.- = eue correſpondent above mentioned writes like a man 
S. bf ſenſe and experience, and 1 hope we ſhall ee many 
more of his letters in your very uſeful collection. 
1 with the burnet graſs, ſo ſtrongly recommended in ſe⸗ 
veral parts of your work, may anſwer every purpoſe that is 
expected from it: it ſeems to promiſe very fair from the 
accounts given of it by Mr. Rocque; and if it has not too 
much prejudice to encounter withal, it may probably ſuc- | 
5 ceed, and the culture of it become as univerſally adopted, 
as is that of the ae or r Coleſecd , N men- 
4 tioned, 5 
80 ch i in general; 1 the ned reaſon of my 
5 now writing to you, was to recommend to the induſtrious 
To farmer the cultivation of vetches as s food for _ 
| | 15 VVV have | 
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1 have often ſown this crop with great ſucceſs, to prepare 
my land for wheat, and have always found that by grow- 


ing to a large cover they deſtroy and choak up a great 
number of weeds, which would otherwiſe do me immenſe 
damage: indeed, I think tet, for 0 purpoſe, next in 
frank to a hoeing crop. | 
When I ſow vetches before wheat, I always, in the 
wy ſpending my crop, have regard to the condition of my 
land. If my land is not in good heart, but wants mend- 
5 ing, I not unfrequently fold my ſheep on it, and feed off 
my crop in the field; but if it is inclined to be rank, or 
the wheat which is ſowed on it, is apt to run much to 
| raw, I often cut my vetches green, and feed my horſes 
in the ſtable with them. I find no food agree better with 
them; they thrive well, grow fat, and are e alvays | in 5500 


5 health and ſpirits when thus fed. 


I ſometimes alſo mow my vetches when they are in 

5 Yoon; and make them into hay, in the ſame manner I 

manage my clover and meadow graſs; ; all which I leave in 

grass cocks in the field, whilſt it is haying, very ſeldom 
; ſpreading it, for fear of rain; ; and after two or e turns 


' it is generally fit to carry. 


The great art, in ig wy of Sachs; is to contrive = 
in ſuch ſort, that the leaves do not drop off the plants, 


which, if left too long, or dried too ſuddenly, they are apt ; 
to do; and the farmer is to underſtand, that great part o c 
the peculiarly e quality of the bay reſides in the : 


leaf. 


1 ſay pecullarly nouriſhing, bectille almoſt every kind of 5 
Lntthe, as horſes, oxen, cows, and ſheep, is fond of it, and 
they all thrive on this food amazingly: this I have often 

| "experienced, and moreover obſerved, that they make no 

Op Waſte even of the ſtalks, which they eat with an appetite. 
In this manner J manage for my hay, when I am in- 


lined to have it very fine and fit for my cows and ſheep; 3 


and in this manner it is no very difficult matter to get it in 
in godd order, ſweet and wholeſome: but when I intend 


it only for my horſes, [ ny Re” "oF crop ſtand fome- 


_ thing : 
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thing longer; that is, till the kid, or pod, is formed, and | 


the ſeed about half grown within it. 


When the hay is made in this laſt way, the buſineſs i is 


much more tickliſh, and conſtant obſervations muſt be 

made to ſee when the crop is in proper order to cut, be- 

cauſe if it is left too long, the Ralks grow hard and icky, 
and the leaves are apt to drop off. 

Ibis hay is more nouriſhing, when cut in this laſt me- 


: thod, than I can well deſcribe: it anſwers both for hay and + 


corn; and with this food my horſes will be in good fleſh, 


health, and ſpirit, and be able to do a great deal of work. 
I have often proved this to be true, can therefore the bet· | 


” ter venture to aſſert it. 


T have ſtill another method of wb. theſe vetches into 


” hay, which is to leave the crop, till the ſeed is grown to its 


full fize in the pod, though not ripe: I then mow them, and, 
- whendry, threſh them on a cloth in the field; by which means 
I procure a conſiderable quantity of pigeons meat, which 
: fetches me a tolerable good price; and this pigeons meat 
ſells better at market, than if the vetches had ſtood till the 
ſeed was thoroughly ripe ; for by cutting the crop when 
the ſeeds are barely full grown before they begin to harden, 
7 they ſhrink in the drying, and thereby become of a ſmaller 
ſize than they are by nature, and conſequently more proper | 


5 food, for pigeons than if they were larger. 5 


| Town, the hay in this laſt method is not quite fo ad, 3 
as many of the leaves will, in ſpite of all the care that 
can be taken, drop off, and the ſtalks will be a little ſticky: 5 
pet, after all, it ſerves very well for my ordinary cattle, | 
and even for my plow. and. cart ; Horles with the nne 


5 of a few oats. 


Vetches are a very good . to hs thick « on | land, and 5 
when they have formed a perfect cover, to plow them in, 
in order to the land's being ſown afterwards with wheat 
on one plowing. In this intention they : anſwer to the full = 
zs well as buck- wheat, or clover. _ 1 
Wen a farmer intends to plow in his vetches, I would- ; 
ot; all means "adviſe bim t to do it ſome weeks before be 
5 5 ſo we | 
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ſows his wheat, that they may have time to ferment and 
rot, or the conſequences may be fatal to his crop: I onca, 


myſelf, loft the chief part of a hne held of wheat by this 
_ overſight} 
I ſhould be glad to * PIP of your very ingenious - 
correſpondents enlarge more than they have yet done on 
the ſubje& of manures, the nature of the ſeveral kinds 
being very little underſtood by common farmers; yet is 
there nothing more dangerous than a miſapplication of 
them; and to this miſapplication of manures may we, 
in a great meaſure, aſctibe the preſent flovenly method 
of huſbandry practiſed in moſt counties, the failure of 
_ and the abundant encreaſe of noxious weeds. 


I am, GENTLEMEN, | VV 
kt Bk EPR a Your humble ſervant, 


NUMBER LX. 


4 Letter from Mr. Veſey, 10 the Editors, containing an ” 


nts 5 Jer the : Scab i in wn. oh 


Gu TIME, 


I Need not tell you, Þ preſume, that the als of the e 
1 feab in ſheep is a tedious length of wet weather: as to 
the conſequences, they are already pretty well knows.” „ 


I imagine your readers will not be diſpleaſed if I ſhould, 


8 with your aſſiſtance, communicate to them a remedy for 
this diſorder, which I have ſeveral times tried, and almoſt : 
80 always found to anſwer extremely well. 1 
Some men, whom I have known to West and wal x 
great number of ſheep, have been groſſy miſtaken in their 
comprehenſion of the nature of this diſtemper, which 7 
 _ Tafhly judged to be merely cutaneous z whereas, when a 
ſheep has the ſcab, the blood is always more or leſs affected 
by it: therefore the outward applications, which are in ge- 
vera) Hons reſorted to for 2 Cure, do for the moſt part 


more 7 


5 was ITH. 
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more hurt than good, by driving in the eruption, and 


making it fix on the I ans often eee 
the death of the animal. 


Now the true way to treat this diſorder is, firſt to give 
the animal ſomething inwardly to drive out the eruption; 


then comes, with propriety, the outward Oy" which ; 


— completes the cure by killing the ſcab. 


When a farmer has any of his flock aflited with the 


tab, let him attend to the directions which follow. 


Take a gallon of ſoft well or pond water, which divide 
into two equal parts: in one of theſe parts diſſolve eight | 


| ounces of old hard ſoap; to which, when it is diſſolved, 
add two ounces of ſpirits of hartſhorn and ſeven ounces of 
common ſalt, with four ounces of roll brimſtone, beat to 


a fine powder and ſifted: then take the other part of the 
water, in which put two ounces of tobacco leaf, and one of 
white hellebore root: boil this ſecond part till you have a 
ſtrong infuſion, after which ſtrain it clear from the leaves 


and roots. 


When you have got thus far in the proces, wks thax 
part of the water, firſt mentioned, and ſet it over the fire; 
let it boil for® about half an hour, keeping it continually 
_ ny with a wooden ladle during that time: in the mean 
time heat again the other part, in which the tobacco and hel- 


lebore were infuſed; and when it is hot, mix the two parts 


1 together over the fire, keeping the mixture con- 
tinually ſtirring till it is taken off the fire, which ſhould be 
in about a quarter of an hour: when it is quite cold, let it be 
put into a ſtone bottle, in order to its „ Reps in a col 5 


- hs for uſe. 


Then take four quarts of new 1 or Wer: : 9710 into it-- 
tore ounces of common ſalt, two ounces of bay ſalt, and 
_ eight ounces of pounded nitre, together with twelve ounces 
of pounded roll brimſtone: ſet them over a gentle fire, 
_ and when the ale boils, take off the ſcum; let it boil for 
about half an hour; after which ſet 1 it * ll it is s cold, and | 


put it into a lone bottle for ul. 
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When you are ſo far prepared, take one quart of ale; 
ſet it on the fire; mix into it, by degrees, three ounces of 

flour of brimſtone ; when it is juſt ready to boil, take it off 
the fire, and let it ftand to cool; and when it is only blood- 
warm, give this quantity inwardly to three ſheep, which is 
to be repeated every ſecond day, till they have had three 
doſes. This will drive out the diſorder, when the firſt mix- - 


„ 


ture is to be rubbed on the diſtempered parts; and two 


days afterwards, the ſecond; and ſo alternately for about 
eight or ten days, till the cure is a; ſometimes | two I : 

: rubbings will be ſufficient. 5 
J muſt obſerve, that all theſe mixtures will be beſt boiled 

in well-glazed earthen or iron pots. 3 
I have been encouraged to ſend you this N 

from a very ſenſible letter I read in your laſt publi- 
cation, ſigned Ruricola Glouceftris, L. I with that geatle- 

Ming would oblige the public with his name. . 


EG "nh: WAR ee e = 
- Marlborough, - Tour bumble ſervant, 


May VVV N . Vis gr. 


NUMBER 12 


4 Later 10 hs Editors, reſpefting TY mean Weight of a ; 
yu e of Wheat f for apart al i Ny, &ic, 5 


| GunTLawEn, | es 


| public. ye 


We: motives which ies me to enter upon e FEY . 
Bag "wa taſk, were the muy arts the farmers make uſe of 


Vor. II. No. * I. Aa 3 to 


S the Muſeum Reficam h 1 entertained the public 5 
with many curious obſervations, and brought to light 
; many arcana, which otherwiſe might have been condemned 
to perpetual oblivion ; I venture to offer the following | 
experiments to the ;nfpeRion of the editors of that work, 
that, if they ſhould be thought worthy of a place in it, they 9 5 
may, through The; channel, be communicated to the 5 
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15 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
to enhance the price of corn, to the no ſmall detriment of 
the community in general, and eſpecially the poorer part of 
it: upon which conſideration, I have often thought that 
it would be of great ſervice to the public, if, by any me- 
| thod, there could be determined a mean weight for any 
given quantity of corn, and likewiſe what number of grains, 
upon an average, ought to be contained in each ear, and the 
proportional weight between the ear, with the grains in it, 
and when taken out, and likewiſe the proportional diffe- 
trence between the weight of the whole ſtalk, including the 
ear and the grain. And if theſe points could be ſettled 
with any tolerable degree of accuracy, we need pay no at- 
tention to what the farmer ſays, with regard to his crop 
not yielding well; to the ſtraw being in too great a propor- 
tion to the grain; to the grains themſelves being light, or 
RY the reverſe, as It may ſuit his intereſt : for that very grain, 
Vhich to the landlord is repreſented as light, and of little 
| value, in order to depreciate the land, wears a quite diffe- 
rent face in the ſample which is expoſed to ſale; by which 
means thoſe bounteous ſtores, which Providence intended 
for the public, are, from their dearneſs, cut off from thoſe 
who ſtand moſt in need of them, to the advancement of a 90 
1 5 few, and the deſtruction of thouſands. FD — 


But in order to ſettle this medium, under our preſent | 


conſideration, it will be abſolutely neceſſary, in the firſt 
plwace, to make accurate and impartial experiments for a 
number of years, and then, by comparing the produce and 
the weight, &c, of the whole, both ſeparately and toge- 
ther, we may come pretty near the mark in view. _ 


In order therefore to purſue the plan I had laid down, 


in the beginning of the harveſt of the year 17 57 I got 
three ears of common red Lammas wheat out of- | 


= field, 


Aug. 26, I then cut off the ſtalk cloſe to the ear, which 
1. weighed with the corn in it: I then weighed the * | 
wjuhen rubbed out of the ear, and cleared from the chaff: in 
the next place I compared the difference, and then e 1 
the number of grains in each ear reſpectively; and at the 
1 FHF!!! ⁵⁵ ot neg 


” Number 7 ears, | _ 


| — | 
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nd of every year ſet down the weight of a cubical inen of 
the produce of that harveſt. 
But in order to give a clearer idea of my method af. 
proceeding, I will ſet down. the weight, &c. of the corn 
which was gathered from the firſt field, in columns, in the 
manner I entered it in a book kept for that purpoſe, which 
will be ſufficient to explain the whole without a multiplicity 
of 0 88 


got. 775 I ſtche corn in it. free from the Difference. 3 


| 


7757. 5 5 * 


Three ears 900 5 
in - held, 


Auguſt 26. 


eee 


3 

"= 
0 
1 


1 


10100 0 « 


5 
2 
1 
3 


1 proceeded i in the ſame method with each of the three 5 
ears taken out of fourteen other different fields, during the 
time of the ſame harveſt: then caſting up the ſum total of 
each column, and dividing their products by the number of 
ears gathered that ſeaſon, the quotient would give me the 
mean weight, &c, of an car of that harveſt, and its num- | 
ber of grains, &6, We, 05 
I then made a cubical veſſel containing exactly a 3 

inch; and having mixed all the corn together, 1 filled the 
above veſſel, and weighed its contents with the greateſt ac- 
curacy; which weight I ſet down, repeating the operation 
ſeven or eight times, having well mixed the little heap of 
corn together, after each trial, and then ſet down the 
weight of each as before: and as there would ſometimes : 
be the difference of a grain or two more or leſs in each 
cubical inch, I divided the product of the whole by the 
number of times the experiment was made, and ſet 
down the quotient as the mean weight of a cubical 
inch of corn for that year, which in 1757 I found 
to be IT: 12.3 gr. I have perſevered in this method : 
54 42 e 
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2 
Fe 
„* 
- FAY . 
* . 
: | 
A 8 
& UL 
* 
2 
© 8 
4 
1 1 
4 18 1 
i 
% - 4 
k = 
a8: Þ 


11759 
11761 * 


1738 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 


every year fince : but to avoid troubling you with the parti- 


culars of each, I will give you at one view the mean 


weight, c. the number of grains in a ear, and the weight 


of a cubical inch for each of theſe laſt ſeven years paſt, 


and after that the medium of all taken together. 


I made uſe of apothecaries weights upon account of the © 
ſmaller ſubdiviſions of the ounce into drachms, ſcruples, an 
grains, which I have afterwards, in reckoning up the 
5 weight of the buſhel, reduced to troy, and averdupois. | 
But we will now give the reſult of the ſeven years — = 


ments in the following columns. | 


[P. withthecorn ſalone, Difference. grains,] cubical inch. 
Fol: 
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1 3 17.4 457 
I The total divided by ſeven gives the n mean weight, Oe. Sc. : 


85 L HS of the who hana Be as In the eee . ae N 5 : 


. Tbe elt; of the ibore as SFO date of the year not 5 
e being reckoned) ſhe ws us, at one view, what we may expect 
2 ſingle ear of Lammas wheat, ſeparated from the ſtalk, to 
- weigh upon an average; and the ſecond what its produce in 
__ grain ſhould weigh when ſeparated from the chaff: the 
next diviſion gives the difference, being the weight of the 
ear and chaff alone without the grain; the fourth, the num- _ 
ber of grains in each ear; and the laſt, the weight of a cu- 


bical inch; which latter we ſhall further conſider, and ſee 


| "what will be the mean weight of a buſhe], omitting the 
dd grains and decimal pots: as immaterial in ſo ae a 
1 8 meaſure. 1 5 LE, | 


As 
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As the ſtandard Winchpſter buſhel contains 2150. 4 cubi- 


cal inches, if the above weight of one, viz. 33 17.457 gr. 
be multiplied by that ſum, the product will be 73 Ib, 8 oz. 
12 dwt. troy. But this ſtandard buſhel is in fact toe ſmall, 
the real contents of a buſhel dry meaſure being 2178 cubs 5 
cal inches, which, according to that calculation, will give 
:, 74 lb. 7 oz, Ig dwt. which ſums reduced”! to averdupois 
5 weight wil ſtand as follows. „ 


wbb. 3 e bb. oa. or. 5 


ry 73 © ot equal to 18 * 8 6: werd. pes 


1* 1 *y Neg 


But it wil be proper to take notice that none of this 
corn was weighed till thoroughly dry, and ſeldom till the 
| harveſt after it was got, and ſometimes later; therefore 
there muſt be ſome allowance made for the Joſs of weight 
by keeping; which J found upon trial to be about four 
grains yearly in a cubical inch, and conſiderably more the 
firſt year, eſpecially if the corn happened to be got in a 
wet harveſt : therefore I think we may fairly eſtimate the 
mean weight of a buſhel of wheat, containing 2178 8 . 
to be about 62 lb. averdupoiſe weight. 
I know that a buſhel of good wheat is, by the genera- 
he lity of writers upon agriculture, calculated at about 64 lb.; 
but our preſent enquiry is not whether it is good or bad. 5 
light or heavy of its kind; but what is the medium betwixt 
the two extremes, in order the better to judge of its quali- 
ties, according as it falls ſhort of, or — that deter- 
mined weight. | 
The fields out of which the corn was bee for the 5 
above experiments, are moſtly ſituated within” a circle of 
ten or twelve miles round the town of Warwick, and 
ſome of them in Northamptonſhire ; and in ſoils of different 
| Kinds, and ſuch as have been produftive.. of good, bad, 5 
and indifferent crops. © © 
With regard to the nin which 1 now als to 
; the Ss they wy. be aflured that TO: have been made 
5 with 
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with the greateſt accuracy, and, barring any errors in the 
calculations, without the leaſt deviation from the truth. 
My method of gathering the ears of corn was, to crop 
them ſtanding during the time of harveſt, always endea- 
vouring, as near as I could gueſs, to take ſuch as were of 
a middling growth, avoiding the fulleſt ears, as well as 
_ thoſe which were ſhrivelled, or ſtinted. I therefore gene- 
rally got them from about the middle ſpace between the 
ridge and the furrow ; I, then carefully wrapt up the pro- 
duce of each field in ſeparate papers, to prevent the corn 
from ſhedding, or intermixing. . . 
The column which ſhews the difference between the 
weight of the ear with the corn in it, and that of the 


grains alone, is meant only as relative to the ear itſelf, 


without the ſtalk added to it, which latter was always ſe- 

parated from it, But I have ſince made ſome few expe- 

riments with regard to the proportional weight between 

the whole ſtalk and ear, and its produce in grain and 1 

found the former to be to the latter as about 67 to 72. 

But I cannot depend ſo much upon the juſtneſs of this 

calculation, as of the others, it 8 _ tried 5 855 / 

the produce of one harveſt, 

It muſt be obſerved that the weight of corn will vary 
more or leſs by keeping, according to the nature of the 
grain itſelf, the ſeaſons that it has had for its growth and 

maturity, and the dry neſs or moiſture of it when reaped: . 
3 notwithſtanding, as was before obſerved, that there 
may be an annual loſs of about four grains in every cubi- _ 
cal inch upon an average, yet it may ſo happen that the | 
- weight of it may even be encreaſed by keeping, as was | 
really the caſe with regard to the corn which was got in 
the harveſt of the year 1762, after an exceſſive dry ſum- 

mer; for I found, upon weighing a cubical inch of tbe 
ſame corn, a year after the firſt trial, that it had 
actually encreaſed in weight 2.6 grains, which I can 
buy no means account for, but upon a ſuppoſition that 
the corn contained in the ear, having been ſo thoroughly _ 
dried, bil + Randing, v7 the 8 heats and great 
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drought, there was no room for any further evaporation 
of aqueous particles; but that, on the contrary, being laid 


up in this extreme ſtate of dryneſs, it muſt even imbibe 


moiſture afterwards, from the coolneſs of the place where 
it was repoſited; by which means the grain would become 
more plump than when freſh gathered, and would conſe- 
ſequently encreaſe in weight. From hence the reaſon. is 
very obvious, why corn that is thoroughly ripe, and well 
ended, will undergo a much leſs change by keeping, than 
that which has been plumpt up by preceding rains, though 
5 perhaps it may look better to the eye than the other. But | 
1 think it may be laid down as a rule, that the more the ex- 
| ternal coat of the grain is extended by redundant moiſture 
from within, the more will it appear ſhrivelled and wrin- 
kled, whenever that moiſture is evaporated, which it muſt 
| loſe upon being kept for any conſiderable time in a dry 
place: therefore it will be moſt to the advantage of the 
owner to have ſuch corn ſpent as ſoon as it is ſufficiently 
dry for common uſe, and not to hoard it too long in the _ 
granary, as the heap from the above. mentioned cauſe . 
will be daily decreaſing. 15 5 
I further experiments of this kind were 1 * tried in 
Y other parts of this kingdom, and even in different climates ; 
and if the reſult of each obſervation was to be compared 
| with the others, we might probably come ſtill nearer to 
the medium which: we have been aiming at; and the 
: fame trials might be made with any other ſort of grain -?. 
Hut 1 fhall dwell no longer upon this ſubject, kaviee ” 
already exceeded the bounds of my intended epiſtle; 1 
1 5 I therefore add nothing more than that 5 


. — GENTLEMEN, 5 
Your conſtant reader, 


- May 1, 1764. e And humble ſervant, f 
th „ | Warwicenss. 


. * We : are ds obliged to the gentleman who has favoured _ 
- us with this letter, and ſhall always ſet a proper value on ſuch 
3 as he ſhall in future communicate to us, having no 


doubt from this {pocumen, but they will be unk entertaining, : 
85 and accurate. E. | 
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NUMBER IXI. 


5 4 Litter to the Editors, from Mr. Stephen Mills, Sur- 
veyor of the Raad from Northampton to Harborough, 
fort with ſome excellent Direftions for mating or arndt 5 


Nau! in general. 


eri nn 


5 A® I find you receive the thoughts and plans of many = 
1 perſons, 1 take the liberty to ſend you one on the 
making roads. It is what I myſelf have practiſed for above 
thirty years; for I am, gentlemen, ſurveyor of the roads 
from Northampton to Harborough; a road reckoned the 
beſt amended of almoſt any in the iſland; and as it has 
|  gota great reputation, it has been the cauſe of my being 
gaaulled in, by the truſtees of other roads, to overlook and 
direct their ſurveyors z ; and having found the directions, in 
the following piece, the beſt I have ever heard of, or met 
with, I judge they may be of great uſe to the e for 
5 whoſe benefit 1 communicate them. | 


* am, . 5 


Pisford, April 24, 1764. Re rern Mrs, 5 


8 An A of the Methud alt in repairing that Part of the 
Leiceſterſhire Turnpike Road, from Kibworth Harcote, 
1 Great Bowden Field; being betwixt Seven and Eight 
1 Thouſand Yards, and performed in Ten Weeks and odd 
Days; and alſo, wherein that Method probably may, or 
may not, be purſued in reparring the Road from Harborough _ 
Bridge to Pisford Bridge, in the County of Northampton; 
with ſome uſeful Obſervations about repairing of Roads ” 
= e particularly the laft mentioned, Kc. „ 


Account of the LE ICESTER Roaps in val, 


THE act for repairing the road from Market Harbo- 


0 rough to e in the county of Leiceſter 3-040 
menced ; 
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menced the firſt day of May, 1726, and was to continue in 


force for one and twenty years, unleſs the road ſhould be 


: ſooner repaired, and all charges defrayed, 
The truſtees immediately ſet about it, and erected four 
turnpikes, the better to ſecure the tolls, or duties, appointed 
by the ſaid act to be taken: the road to be repaired being 
of fo great a length as twenty computed miles, and an 
open country all the way, it was adjudged fewer gates 
would be of little ſervice, although ſo many would very 
much enhance the ee as well in JTooking oy as in 


building. 


Mr. Tillman Dobart and Mr. William Webb. were ab 
treated with about the manner and expence of repairing 
the road, of which they gave in a ſcheme, according to. 
which the truſtees agreed with them for about one thou- 
ſand five hundred yards, by way of ſpecimen for the reſt of 
the road. - 5 
But their method being very expenſive, and not at 
411 anſwering expectation for goodneſs, occaſioned either 
by their haſte and lighting the work, to get the better 
earnings by it, or by uſing bad materials, going on farther _ 
with them was laid aſide: ſo I ſhall ſay nothing of their 
particular way of doing it, nor of the coſt ; neither ſhall 
I take notice of the manner or coſt of repairing the road 
from Bobart's performance to Glen, (under the management 
of Mr. Thomas Batchler, general ſurveyor of the ſaid road) 
| by reaſon the method is ſaid to be much improved in the 
road repaired from Great Glen to Great Brwden liberty ; the 
road better, and more eaſy for carriage and travellers; me-: 
the charge not exceeding two "thirds of that from e : 
to Great Glen. 3 
In April, 1735, we 1 to move e forward from Glen to- 8 
wa rds Kibworth ; and Batchler, the ſurveyor above named, 
was ordered to get propoſals for repairing the road rods. 55 
| Glento the liberty of Burton, which he did at one ſhilling | 
and two-pence per yard forward, for preparing the road 
for gravelling, which was thought to be very cheap, we 
Vor. II. vo. 9. noe 3 enero oO 


% 


TIT COT ES 7 Ie rm 


184 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
having paid half a crown a yard; and, by degrees, it dropt 
tod one ſhilling and ſix-pence for the ſaid work. 


And for the carriage of the gravel heaped for one ſhilling 


and ſix- pence per load, which was thought reaſonable 
enough: yet together the amount of five load of gravel o 
each yard forward, and one ſhilling and two- pence per yard 

throwing up the ground, came to — anne and 9 805 | 
pence for every yard forward. | 


The length of that part of the road contended "Oy was 


| only nine hundred yards, of which the undertakers made 
a ſhift, in that ſummer, to do two hundred yards, and 
made ſuch ſad work of it, that it was done over again, in 
the year 1736, along with the ety: of the road bet wixt : 
Glen and Kibworth. 5 


Mr. Batchler 3 in the interim, Mr. Carnal was 


5 e ſurveyor in his ſtead, and myſelf was elected treaſurer, 
under a promiſe, that I would aſſiſt the ſurveyor with m xy 
_ - advice whenever he wanted it, and preſide o over r all under- — 
. takings and matters relating to the road. N 5 
be ſurveyor has given me a conſtant, Py T may fay, ol 
” 2 daily account of his proceedings, and conſulted me what 
was proper next to be done; and, if any difficulty aroſe, i 
if there was not time to lay it before the truſtees, I made 
uſe of the diſcretionary pow er lodged in me by the truſtees, 
and determined the matter; without which it had been 
. morally impoſlible to have made any tolerable diſpatch in 
that great undertaking and performance the laſt ſpring; 
for there will ariſe diſputes and different opinions amongſt _ 
the head workmen, fo as to oppoſe the ſurveyor himſelf; 5 
and the ſame obſtructions of the work, in many hs ; 
caſes, are frequently happening, i in which, if we had waited 
for the determination of a board of truſtees, the ſeaſon _ 
might have been loſt: for though our act ſays the truſtees 
ſphall meet on the firſt Monday in every month, and ſo 
5 much ſooner or oftener as they ſhall think proper to adjourn 
to, I never could get five truſtees to meet in four months 5 
bw time from the begining of the ſummer's. Work. 


: Having | 


FT COMMERCIALE, 18; 
| Having ſhewed above the coſt of the nine hundred yards, 


as agreed for in Glen liberty, viz. eight ſhillings and 


eight pence per yard forward, and but two wen » yards | 
of that contract performed. 


Onwards I ſhall give you an account of the repairing the 


road from the field or liberty of Great Glen to Kibworth 


| Harcote, and fo on to the middle of Bowden Magna field; 
the method being the ſame all the way, though there be ſe- 
veral prices for carriage, which I ſhall hint of ſomewhere, a 
and then reduce to an average, e 
I agreed with two ſets of workmen for throwing up the 
ind, and preparing the road for gravelling; with one ſet, 
from Kibworth to the liberty of Smeeton, N three thou- 
ſand yards; and with the other ſet, from the liberty of 
Sgmeeton to the Red- Houſe called Coleharbour, and ſo much 
farther onwards towards Harborough as the truſtees ſhould 
require, which happened to be one thouſand and one hun- 
dred yards more, the agreements being the ſame : under- N 
written I give you a copy of one of them, viz. _ 5 
We A. B. C. D. Cc. do hereby offer and arovbife. to = 
the truſtees appointed to put in execution the act of parlia- 
ment for repairing the road from Market Harborough to 
Loughborough, in the county of Leiceſter, in caſe the ſaid 
truſtees think fit to declare their acceptance thereof, by 
entering the ſame in their book of acts and orders, relating 
to the turnpike- road, to wit, to throw up, prepare, and 
make ready for gravelling, v with proper outlets, drains, 7 
ditches, ſlopes, butments, mounds, elevations, and de- 
dclenſions, as ſhall be propoſed and directed by the faid 
. truſtees, their agents, or | ſurveyors, the three thouſand | 
FE hens Arey. 


8 * The ſeven banked vans,” the remaining part of the. ale : 
10 158 yards, was well done in the year 1736, at the coſt of 
four ſhillings and fix-pence per yard forward, by means of 
freeing a ravel-pit, nearer to the ſaid road, of water that ob- 
ſtructed the getting of gravel there when attempted before, 


and getting the Fringe: of the gravel « on more reaſonable con- 
Kiticns. 5 


B b 2 5 


3 W W . 


— . tay —AbaS5 
5 FY 


„ at 
r Lao . 4 W a . e 4 


186 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 


yards of the turnpike-road (be the ſame more or leſs) that 


lies from the liberty of Smeeton to Colebarbour, and ſo 
much further onwards of the ſaid road towards Harborough, 


as the ſaid truſtees, by their agents or ſurveyors, ſhall 
require or direct, at the price or rate of eight pence per 
yard forward; the ſurface of the ſaid road to be twenty 
one feet diameter, within the mounds, at the leaſt; to be 


paid weekly or monthly for what is finiſhed to the appro- 

| bation of the ſaid agents or ſurveyors. 

"TO our 1 1 the 31 day of January, 17 "2 
. 


8 D. Ke. 


2 of the Terms uſed i in me Pnpeſel. 


" Outlets ae little ſorts of channels, that run acroſs the 
5 gravel roads, to receive the water that deſcends from the 5 
mounts or higher parts, ane. — it into the ditches of - 
each ſide the road. To —- 
„ y Keb, and Bel, 401 . are meant, . on 
each ſide the road ſhall be a ſufficient ditch, and that tbe 
des of the ſaid ditches ſhall be cut ſloping, like the letter 
V, four or five times as wide at the top as at the bottom, 
1 foot wide there being enough; ; and that the bottom of 
the ſaid ditches be made with a drain, or. Kurrent, to 0 2 
5 "ot the water away. 1 
"1:08 butments are meant . margins or 1 on the lides . 
= of the road, to prevent the gravel falling into the ditches 
when carriages go too near the outſides of the road; which 
butments or margins ought to be two feet thick at the bot- 


5 dann and ſloped off at the top ſix inches on each ſide. 


| Mounds or mounts are the crowns or higheſt part of each 5 
N length you take to cover at a time, which varieth ac 
5 3 as the ground naturally lies, or, by art, you make 
: if your ground be a flat, thirty yards from your laſt 

4 or little channel above-named, is ſufficient at ne 
working, to the mount or head of the work : but if you 
take thirty-two yards up, and raiſe the ground. one inch 
: B08; a half in ry: yard. up, and abate ſo much in ench 
„ . Faro. 
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yard down, for thirty-two yards to the next outlet, you 


will have a current of four feet. 


The manner and echo! how to perform the work 
above mentioned with exactneſs, and yet as eaſy, and 


with the ſame e as level work, will * ſhewed 


hereafter, | 


It may not be eber uſeleſs to mention, "boy the 
_ throwing up the ground came to fall from one ſhilling 
and two-pence per yard forward (which, according to what 
bad deen formerly given, Was thought "oy Rong) 1 to Aral 


My firſt contract was few Glen liberty to Kibworth,. 


one ſhilling per yard forward, and to give us two a 
time to pay it in: this was grumbled at very much by the 
| undertakers, though, at the ſame time, I thought it full _ 
wages enough, and privately kept an account, how many 
hands were employed, and for how many days; by which 

I found out ſo much of the ſecret, as to get the whole 
road, from K:bhworth to Great Bowden, flung up, and made 


ke for gravelling, at eight-pence per yard forward. 


And, at the ſame time, and by the way, I diſcovered ano- 
5 "ar ſecret, which, while it remained ſo, was as profitable 
to the undertaker as the laſt article above named; which 
was the baring the ground, as they call it, and getting the 
_ gravel ; for which we have paid three- pence, and two-pence _ 
| half-penny, and never leſs than two-pence per load; which 
1 found out might be done for a half-penny per load, or a 


very trifle more ; and in ſeven or eight thouſand yards, gra- 


yelled from Kibworth to Bowden Magna, which took up 
bet wixt thirty and forty thouſand loads of gravel, the get · 


1 of which did not ſtand us, directly nor indireQly, in 
a half-penny per load; by which article alone we faved, at 
leaſt two hundred pounds. 

The carriage of the materials being the 1 as i in 
repairin ig the roads, I ſhall here give you a copy of one of 
the many agreements made for carriage, viz, We, whoſe 


names are hereunto. ſubſcribed, inhabitants of Kibuortb 
| | Beaucampe, | 
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Beaucampe, in the county of Leiceſter, farmers, do hereby 
offer and propoſe to the truſtees, for repairing the roads 
from Market Harborough to Loughborough, in the county of 
Leiceſter, if they think fit to declare their acceptance of 
the ſame, by entering it in their book of acts and orders, 
relating to the ſaid road, wiz. to bare the ground, to 
dig, load, and carry, (on notice from the ſaid truſtees, or _ 
their agents) ſo much oravel as they ſhall think proper to be 
laid on the one thouſand eight hundred yards of ground, be 
the ſame more or leſs, thrown up and made fit for eravel- 
ling, in that part of the turnpike-road betwixt King fthorpe 
bridge and the brook that parts the liberties of the two 
 Kibworths, at the price of one ſhilling per load; twenty 
ſtrikes of good and ſufficient gravel, to be approved of by . 
the ſaid truſtees or their agents, to each and every load: 
the gravel to be taken from the gravel-pit near Kibworth 
church, or from the gravel-pit in Bell Cloſe, belonging to : 
lady Pickering, in the liberty of J/+/7 Langton, as ſhall be 
| adjudged neareſt and beſt bis the ſaid ſervice: and we für- 
ther propoſe to bare the ground, to dig, load, and carry, ſo 
much gravel, from the pit near Kibworth church, as ſhall 
be required to cover the road from the bottom of Church hill, 
or the rill that there parts the liberties of the two Kib- 
| worths, to the houſe of Mr. Hays in Upper Kibworth, be- 
ing, in length, betwixt five and ſix hundred yards, at the 
price of five-pence per load, twenty ſtrikes to the load; 
provided one moiety of the amount of all the ſaid carriage 
be paid to us reſpectively, according to our reſpective 
earnings, on finiſhing the ſaid works; and the other 
moiety of the ſaid amount (fix days duty-work for 
dne team, at ſix ſhillings per day, being firſt deducted from 
each ſubſcriber) to be paid to us reſpeQively in two 
cmqual payments: the firſt payment to be made on or 
before the 29th day of September, 1740, and the ſecond 
payment to be made on or before the 29th day of Sep- 
5 tember, 1741. Witness our hands, &c, 


_ Signed, - Robert Hames, three teams, . 
"Je Mitchell, ſen. one team, 
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N. B. Bell Cloſe was 
one thouſand two hun- 
dred yards to the neareſt 7 


part of the one thouſand 


eight hundred yards, 

and Kibworth pit was 
one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred yards from the 

_ neareſt part of the one 
thouſand eight hundred 5 
. Fur that way. 


David Cooper, three teams, 


Edward Pywell, three teams, 


ohn Cobley, one team, 
John Wallis, two teams, 
William Chapman, one team, 
John Smeeton, two teams, 


Milliam Smeeton, two teams, 


Widnu Goodarle, two teams, 


James Mitchell, jun. one team, 


John Goodman, one team, 


| Jobn Foxton, two teams, 


The way by which we aſcertained the number of ſtrikes, 


woas, by meaſuring of twenty ſtrikes into each cart at its 
coming to the gravel- pit; and nailing of flats, old hoops, _ 

or laths, on the two fides and fore end of the cart, the 

height the twenty ſtrikes filled it; and having a breech- 

| board behind, to prevent loſs in carting of it; or by running 


a little groove round, or by cutting a notch with a knife. 


The way we made uſe of to prevent miſtakes in the num- 


ber of loads by each perſon carried: we appointed a clerk 
— every pit we made uſe of; who, in a paper or pocket book, 
kept a daily account of the gore carrie from the Pit, after 
| this manner, vi. | 


Gravel carried from Bell-Cloſe pit to . one thoukind | 


right hundred yards in Nether Kibworth liberty. 


Mr. Robert Hames, +++ + + 
James Mitchell, un. 144 _ 
David Cooper, +++++ 
Edward Pywell, ++++ 
oe EEE. C +++ 
The 26th day of "Fl Wills, Ir 
April, 1727, William Chapman, $44.5: 
ELD OO Coon es Ser. Co EEESES 
William Smeetin,  _ +++ © 
__Widw Goodarle, DN ͥ Q ns 
James Mitchell, jun, ++ 
ö / o e 
Fon Foxton, e 


All 
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All the contracts made for carriage were like that 
with Kibworth Beaucampe as to the general form, though 


_ differing in ſome particulars ; as in ſome places they allowed 
but three days duty-work, at ſeven ſhillings per day, to be 

difcounted; and in ſome again fix days at ſeven Milli 

day, and ſome {ix days at fix ſhillings per day: fome were 


paid all off in one year: ſome again were to be paid a third 
part in one year, a third part in two years, and a third part in 
tree years, and had no money down: but the major part 
of our contracts run, half the money on finiſhing, and the 
other half in two payments, viz. on the 29th of Septem- 
ber, 1740, and on the 29th of September, 1741, by reaſon 
vue expected the income of our tolls would more eaſily pay 
them by thoſe gradual payments: and to make the people 
eaſy, the truſtees made an order, that ſo ſoon as the treaſu- 
ter had adjuſted and ſettled accounts for the ſaid carriage, 
| he ſhould give each creditor for carriage, &c. a note, how 
much was due from the truſtees to him, expreſſing the 
time, or times, when payable; which notes, or bills, if the 
proprietors pleaſed, might be aſſigned, or turned over, in 
the preſence of the treaſurer, to any perſon the proprietor 
- thought fit, and an entry made of ſuch transfer in the tre- 
furer's book; and the money to be e pour by the. f 


| treaſurer for the 1 time _ + 


The Duontiy f Gravel . on our . the two 1% 1 | 
and the Prices of the Carriage and Diſtances from the 


Pits, to the neareft Part of the Road to be covered; and 


1 add Half the Length of that Part to be covered, which 


5 makes the true Length carried. 


8 No. af: Mos of yards | Prices carried * 


loads. carried. Per load. Ws T he —_ ZN 
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No. of No of yards Prices carried at 3 
loads. carried. per load. he amount, 


| . . 2 „ 
502 1100 8 09: 9:4; 
1650 1150 „ 
300 900 (and dug)— 8 116: 43 4 
5415 1300 —:10 225: 13:10 
„ 1 84 1 
3 
S 9 a 


41 


1 
4124 2180 1 
„%% > * x 
3390 2700 | 1 


— — — 


— 


31 119 loads paid, or to be pits, for at 1445. 1 5 . 


which, on an average, is nine pounds in the whole 


| leſs than eleven pence half-penny per load. 


2 500 loads were carried by duty-work, done i in kind, on | 


other parts of the turnpike- road. 


. 53619 loads, in three months of 1736, and in | three 


: months of 173} | 
The Produce of 6 our Tall Gates Was, 


Total 225) 18 7 


We have t two hundred and cighty teams, obliged by our 
| aR, for repairing our road, to do three days duty-work on 
the turnpike-road, and above one thouſand eight hundred 
inhabitants equally obliged to do the ſame duty-work; 
which, till of very late years, was of very ſmall account; 
ſome towns not being called out at all, in the firſt nine years 
of our act, to do duty- work or repair: and other towns 
were permitted to do as they pleaſed, and made a mere jeſt I 
: of it; but ſince it has been brought into order and method, 
itis of very great ſervice, and worth near three hundred pounds 
per annum, towards repairing the roads, or mending thoſe _ 
already 3 that frequently want it. This year, by 
Vor. * . 1 5 reaſon 


; T 7. 1. 
For the year bling the 2d of May, 1735, 719: 1311 


For the year ending the 2d of May, 17 36, . 0 15 © 
. For the year . the 2d of May's 1737» 3 8 
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reaſon of double duty freely offered, to encourage our 
mending the roads, it was worth a gene deal more than I 
have mentioned above. | 
1 ſhall now give a ſketch of the Wa of the aid 
duty-work, and then £0 ty on the . of the Note 
thangron road. 
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5 Above” 1 hve; given a ke of keeping a hook; 0 Þ 
= accounts of the duty-work performed, or, by our act of par- 
wh liament, to be annually performed; and in order to make 
| that more eaſy to our ſurveyor, we give him three ſorts of 
| precepts, to ſend to each ſurveyor of the reſpective pariſhes, | 
= rough waich our eee doth go. g 
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4d One, to require a liſt of the ichabitants of each pariſh, | 
© which is ſent as ſoon as the ſurveyors of the roads in each 
pariſh are choſen, of which we kept a regiſter as above. 
3 And when the time of duty-work comes on, v!z. from 
4 S t. Mark to Midſummer, and after harveſt to St. Luke, 

| 4 the other precepts are ſent to the pariſh ſurveyors as Z 
— occaſion requires, 


The uſual way has been, on a 4 alter evening "Ii 
mon, for the clerk to give notice, that ſuch and ſuch days 
the inhabitants were to appear to do common work, or 
ſtatute work, on the road: to prevent that, and make 
the duty-work as ſerviceable as poſſible, we take no more 

of them out at once than can be regularly. managed. 


Þ NonTHampron TorxPEE Roan, | 11 
, Fr rom Harborough Bridge to 2 Town' nend, 5 1 
| : Meaſureth eight miles, and five fu rlongs, . 80 ad : 1 
| Suppoſe one mile and five furlongs, * — 28 yards, — 
g - "YE den off, as needing ſmall or no repairs, ——— _ _ Ins 
. „„ or "Thers will remain 12320 yards. 1 
. w nich at three ſhillings and fix pence a yard, the leaf it - + 


can be laid at, will amount to the ſum of two thouſand o one . 
| hundred and fifty-ſix pounds. Os 
The above computation is made, as e it was to be 


done at the prices ſo much work and materials would ſtand 7 
us in here, in Leicefterſhire., 


But for ſome reaſons I ſhall hereafter give, \T; am afraid you 


90 do it under four ſhillings and f1x-pence a yard for - M8 | 

' _ ward, which will enhance the expence fix hundred and fix-  } 
teen pounds. But I ſhall endeavour to lay down ſome me- N Ay 
wdhbods, which, if purſued, may N caſe you of the great-. „ "wh 
eſt part of the laſt ſum mentioned. WW 


FE + The decay of your road I take to bu chiefly owing to, | 
TS _ occaſioned by, firſt, its fitneſs, and in many places being 

| lower than the ground on either ſide of the road; fo that 5 
having no current to 7 off the water that falls from the 
| Cez - 3 
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"ns nor any ditches to prevent the water coming 
from each fide upon it, the water lodges in the road, and 
linking in, looſens the ſtones ; and heavy carriages FT 
_ againſt them, diſplace and turn them up. : 
Another reaſon of their being ſo very bad is, the want of 
ſome hands upon the road, conſtantly to have attended . 
them, and replace the ſtones that ſhould happen to be turned | f 
up, and help the water out of the ruts with ſcoops or ſkip- 
_ pits: four men in winter, and two in ſummer, might have 
made your roads continue as good as at firſt, much longer, 


_ eſpecially with beſtowing here and there a load of Rones, 

r wanted, in time. _ 
Though theſe neglects cannot be n now redeemed, men- F 

tion them, becauſe, let the road be ever ſo well repaired, they F 


will be wearing, and conſequenily wanting ſome ſmall matters 
to be done to them, which, if negieeved, often | ney of” m . 
conſequence to the roads. 5 
Another occaſion of your roads being 6 3 worn out, = 

is s their narrow neſs; but one paſſage for carriages muſt of 
_ wear out much ſooner than a double paſſage, or 
road: befides, the ſingle road deprives you of one of the 
greateſt advantages in making a road good, and keeping it 
ſo when made; and that is, a ditch on each ſide, to dry the | 
road, and carry off the water, 


The Method propſed fir 1 the Read from Hanvo- = 
ROUGH to LAMPORT, viz. 


To ks the road, where it is now but eight foot able 
full twenty foot wide, where-ever it will bear it. And this 
5 is to be done by adding fix foot on each {ide of the eight · foot 


4 . road that now is; and where the road is now ſo near à ditch, 
= on either fide of it, as not to allow ſ x foot, or port thereof, 

1 do be added to your now road, then take the twelve foot, or | 
= what is wanted, on the other fide that will allow it: and in 
in] „ ſuch caſe to take up three or four foot of the ſtone work 3 
4 3 that is ſo near the ditch above named, and lay that 
. on the oppoſite ſide of your now road, which will keep 1 

14 your : Hopy road ſtill eight foot broad, and as near as can 


be 
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be continued to the middle of the twenty - foot road intended 
to be made; not only becauſe it will then take leſs gravel 
or ſtone to raiſe it in the middle, but becauſe it will make it 
more ſolid and ſtrong; for notwithſtanding the road may 
then be called a double road, we find the carriages keep 
to the centre or middle of the road, unlefs obliged to go on 
either fide, to make way when two carriages meet or paſs 
each other; and becauſe we cannot now raiſe any mounts, or | 


_ elevations, at proper diftances to give the Water a current a 
 levgthways, that falls on the road. 


Tt is propoſed, to ſave that vaſt charge it mull be. to raiſe 


ſuch mounts, and prevent the burying and loſs of the ſtones 
to lay the road round, that is, much higher in the middle 
(here the wear will chiefly be)than on either ſide, and to throw 
the water to the edges of the road, and make outlets or cuts, 
at proper diſtances, for the water to fall through the butments, 
into the ditches on either ſide the road; and becauſe i in great 
rains the water on a flat road will ſtand, where the rutsare worn 
alittledeepiſh, it will be the buſineſs of the men above (p. 194) . 
ſpoken of, that attend. the rozd, to draw a little paſſage for 
the water, with a ſpade or hoe, to drain the water to the ſides 
bpof the road, that it may paſs through the ſide outlets into the 
ditches on each fide the road. We have no leſs than twelve - 
of thoſe men conſtantly employed i in ſuch like works, in our 
twenty miles; except that ſometimes in ſummer we take 


them off, and other ways employ them; and in froſt they 2 
1 idle, and have no pay from us. | 


I proceed to give account, at what rates I computed the 


f colt of your road, in p. 193. 


The gravel itſelf (unleſs lady Pickering infiſts on a ſmall ; 

1 matter for damage done to ſome of her tenants in carting . 
over their grounds) coſts us nothing. As for the digging of 5 
the gravel, ever ſince I have been concerned, three parts in 
four of the vaſt quantity uſed on our road, the perſons that 
carried it dug it tbemſelves, or got ſomebody to dig it for 
them; we paid nothing more than what is under the neme 
5 of Saks el and tor 5 fourth Pen; chat we were forced bis. 


get 
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get ourſelves, I cannot compute it ſtands us in above a half- 
penny a load getting out of pocket : indeed, we made uſe of 
| ſome of our duty-men, and mixed them with our labourers 

| that underſtood the work, and would hold them to it. 

In my calculation in page 193. I reckoned that three loads 

b of gravel, or ſtone, will at leaſt be wanted to every yard for- 
ward, one part with another, of the twelve thouſand three 

| hundred and twenty yards of your road above named. 

g Now you are to pay four- pence per load getting of that 

ET gravel: it will be, at three loads to a yard, twelve thouſand 
three hundred and twenty ſhillings, or fix hundred and fix- 
teen pounds, above my computation; and if it was to be 
done all with ſtone at ſix-pence a load getting, and fix- FE 

| pence ground, it would exceed my computation one thou- | 4 

ſand eight hundred and forty-eight pounds; the ſtone at | 

| Brixworth half the charge, nine hundred and twenty: War 
pounds; your carriage, at two ſhillings and fix- pence, and 
four ſhillings and five ſhillings per Joad.. on an averages ” 

; comes to three ſhillings and ten-pence per load. „„ 
In my computation | 1 charge the carriage, on an average, — 
Bo dut at twelve-pence per load: the difference in three loads to 

a yard is above double the money I compute the whole coſt 'E: 

to be: I ſhall therefore endeavour to ſupport the calculation 

Ihave made, or at leaſt within the ſix hundred and ſixteen : N 

1 pounds doubted of in p. 193. = 5 
For example, from 5 to 18 church, is ; two 8 
miles, one furlong, and nineteen perches: 1 drop the furlong 

and the nineteen perches at preſent, and call it two miles, or 

three thouſand five bundred and twenty yards; and ſuppoſing 

2 gravel-pit at Bowden, and that it will ſupply gravel to covern 
half the way to Oxendon church, being one thouſand ſeven 
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8 hundred and ſixty yards; three loads to a yard, gives 

ſi.e thouſand two hundred and eighty loads. Now it is only 
' | | . : "the three lat loads that are carried a mile, and the three 
1 frſt loads neareſt to Betoden but a yard on the road; there- 


fore the grave! laid on that mile is but half a mile, or eight . 
7 hundred. and eighty. yards, carried on an average, which 1 
b. 188 we had carried at eight. pence the load the moſt. | 

— 1 "kk | 
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It is exactly the ſame from Oxendon gravel-pit, to meet in 


the middle of the two miles betwixt Oxendon and Bowden ; 
only from Oxendon pit there is a little more carriage before 
you get to the road; but that is made out to them that carry ; 
| it, — Were park: of it down hill. 


A 5. „ 


: Now ſuppoſe one yard throwing up coſt 2557.0. 0 6 
And three loads of gravel coſt one penny 3 
per load getting 
And three loads coſt eight pence a load | Ts 
| canoye. — _ nm 
e 9 


Which comes to two ſhillings and nine-pence a yard fag . 
ward. But in many parts of the road, the gravel - pits are not 
ſo near together as theſe of Bowden and Oxendon, and will 
make the carriage come to more than it will betwixt the 
places laſt aationsd: and beſides, ſome parts of the road 
will require three loads and a half, perhaps four loads, of gra- 
vel to a yard forward; which made me, in page 193, to com- 
pute the charge at three ſhillings and ſix- pence per yard for- 
ward; and! wiſh that may do: the people on your ſide having 
been uſed ſo generouſly, it will be a Hare 7 matter to 0 bring 

them to com mon wages. : 
For men that have had Wut, hende per las for get- 
ting of gravel, to come down to one penny per load, 
which I think it may and will be done for, to the hire, in 
| caſe you can have no duty-work done, to bring it yet cheap- 
er, what your road, eight foot wide, - coſt per yard for- 
ward to prepare and make it ready to be covered with ſtone 
3 gravel, does not appear to me; but I am morally cer- 
tain, I can recommend ſome perſons to you that will un- 
dertake to put the eight foot of your road, that now is, into 
good order, to be new covered with gravel, or chiſſelly 
ſtone, and add twelve foot more to the breadth of it, as in p. 
194, {excepting only the elevations, which cannot now | 
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i per load of ſtone; 
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be made, AS might have been at firſt) at the rate of ſix 


pence per yard forward, as I have charged it in p. 193. 
As for ſtone, which in ſome parts of your road, where 


_ gravel is not to be had, unleſs at too creat . ee for 
carriage, I think it may be got, inſtead of ſix-pence or 
three-pence per load getting, for one penny a load, and a 
great deal, as [ ſhall ſhew by and by, for gathering up; but 
the price for the ground, of ſix- pence or three-pence per 
load for the ſtone got, is very extraordinary, and enough to 
make the repairing of the roads impraQticable, and brings 
in ſo exorbitant a price for the value of land damaged, that : 
gentlemen may wiſh their land was all of that fort. | | 
There are few ſtone-pits that are leſs than nine foot deep, 8 
a yard ſquare at top, and three yards long, | 
at leaſt three loads of ſtone, which, at is -Pence per load, 
is one ſhilling and ſix-pence. 
four thouſand eight hundred and forty ſquare yards, which, 
at eighteen- pence a yard, comes to three hundred and lixty- 
three pounds; 3 and at three-pence per load, the leaſt price 
named, to a hundred and eighty-one pounds ten ſhillings; 
and perhaps at the ſame. time e that land is not worth ten 8 
 thillings per acre. I er ne, 
| Now, if people are ſo ungenerous as to take advantages 5 
in ſuch public matters, intended for the general good, they 
ſhould take no more than their real damage comes to, 
which, ad valorem of the land, will not exceed one farthing 
which would raiſe fifteen pounds two 
: ſhillings and ſix- -pence for an dere, or eee for | 
©." More or . | 
| Your truſtees have, 5 050 % 2 power to order your 
Aurveyors. to take materials wherever they can find them, 
(excepting where the laws have made exceptions) paying 
for the damages done, of which your juſtices of the peace 
for your county are the judges, who ſurely will never ſuffer _ 
Mercenary people to exact twenty-four times as much as 
they ought to have, which ſix-pence per load comes to; 
or twelve times as much as they ought. to have, which three- 5 
pence a load comes to. : 8 


but will produce 


One acre of land contains 


| Thers - 
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There is in moſt gravel-pits, eſpecially thoſe of many 
years ſtanding, a vaſt deal of ſmall chiſſelly ſtone, or rub- 
biſh of ſtone, of no manner of uſe, except to mend the roads 
with. There is an act of parliament, I think, the third 
or fourth of William and Mary, which ſaith, The ſur- — 14 
veyors of roads may take ſtones and rubbiſh, already dug, _ 1 
out of any quarry, without leave of the owner; but "wy | — gy 
cannot dig without leave, _ 1 
Such ſmall ſtones, or rubbiſh of Homes, would be of i ex- 1 
cellent uſe to level and ſmooth your rough ſtony road = 
withal; and where the ſtone in thoſe pits is of a hard | 
nature, the rubbiſh, or ſmall parts of them, is preferable to | 
=. ſtones of a larger ſize, becauſe it will make the road -* 
| 3 ſmoother, and will bed, or cloſe together, and laſt as long 
aẽlzꝗs gravel; for neither of them will endure very long, unleſs 
Y carefully looked after, by pecking in the ruts where EE. 
wheels begin to cut in, and ENS out the Hs as is 55 i] 
above mentioned in p. 195. 1 = 
| Theexample in p. 196, for reducing the price of carriage to 5 
> reaſon, I hope, is ſufficient; for by the ſame method it will be 
eaſy to ſettle the rate of carriage in any other part of the 1 
toad; and had J a longer time to think of this affair, I would 
1 have parcelled out for you all the road from Harborough to 
T Lamport; but that may be done hereafter. I believe, if you 
have not teams enough about you, or they are not willing 
to-carry at, or about, the wages I have ſct, I could ſend. 
| ſome teams from this ſide the country, who, for the lake 
of ready money, will comply with it. 1 
The table of rates for carriage, proportioned to the 5 
; diſtances carried, is right as to what was paid, or agreed to . WY 
be paid; but it had been better for them that did carry it, to #1 
have abated one penny a load in the carriage, a and had their 
money down, than truſt two years for it, as in p. 188: „% 
that we could not do, being in debt conſiderably before we | 
went about repairing the road from Glen to Great Bowden; 
on which occaſion we borrowed. fifteen hundred pounds; 
but the charge amounting to three thouſand at leaſt, hs 
were obliged to make the agreement for time, as is above 
Vor. I. Ne. 9. nt, d . recited, 
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20 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
recited, or not carry on the repairs the length we have 
done; which argument made ſo great an impreſſion on the 
_ farmers, (their fields being all open, and torn to pieces 
with carriages, the roads not being paſſable) that they 
readily came into whatever I adviſed them to offer to the 
| truſtees, as likelieſt to prevail with them to order the 
roads to be repaired any further, at a time, than the income 
of the tolls, and duty-work, would permit ; for of that way 
of thinking were many of our truſtees, till they ſaw the 
- generous and free offers of the farmers to do fix days duty- 
work inſtead of three, and to diſcount it off their earnings, 
after the rate of ſix or ſeven ſhillings fer day, and to give 5 
95 San ſo as to make repairing the roads feaſible. 


But as the fields adjoining to the roads propoſed to be 
#epaired betwixt Harborough and Lamport, are not ſo liable 


to damages as ours were, the greater part of them being 
incloſure; nothing more is. to be expected from your farmers | 
than what you actually pay for; and it is LEN if ey will 
. do that on reaſonable terms. e „ 
As to ſtatute-work, or Ap Gurk as we - call it, if 1 
| am rightly informed, nothing of that nature has been per- 
formed on your road; whether it has been deſignedly over- 
looked, or taken for granted. that the act for repairing 
your road does not require or intend it, though I think 
the clauſe in your act is expreſſive both of the duty-work | 
in general, and of particular perſons who were obliged to 
repair any particular places of the ſaid road, which by 
_ uſage, cuſtom, or otherways, they were obliged to repait. 
But becauſe the inhabitants, and perſons keeping teams, 
and occupying fiſty pounds per annum, (which by the 
ſtatute of the ſeventh and eighth of William III. is deemed 
| a plow land) might alledge they had done fix days duty- 
work already on one part or other of the roads in their 
_ - reſpeQive pariſhes, to prevent ſuch like evaſions, a clauſe 
was added in our act, immediately ſucceeding the clauſe | 
above cited in your act, appointing that three days, of the 
ſix days duty-work enjoined by the laws of the kingdom 
to ve performed « on the roads, ſhould annually be performed : 
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And if any perten lives at ever iy great a Liſtancs from . 
his tenure, and keeps no team, but grazeth, or otherways 
occupies hfty pounds per annum, we make him either hire 
a team, or pay us ſix thillings a day for the three days, to 

be applied towards repairing the road in the pariſh through - 
which our road doth lie: and we have, in Leicefler, men 
who occupy fiſty pounds per annum at Belgrave, fifty 

pounds per annum in our pariſh of St. Margaret, and fifty 
pounds in our pariſh of St. Mary, whom we oblige to do 
three days duty-work with a team for each and every ep 
them annually, or pay as above, (our road lying through _ 
all the ſaid pariſhes) and all little enough, notwithſtanding = 


the income of our toll, to pay our debts, intereſt money, 
5 and keep the road, when repaired, i in good order. 


ET COMMERCIAL E. 201 
on the road intended to be repaired by our act, under the 
ſame penalties inflicted by the laws for repairing the roads in 
general (for default or non-performance) ; and we ſtrictly 
hold them to it, purſuing the ſtatutes of the ſecond and 
third of Philip and Mary, chap. 8. ſect. 6. the ſtatute of 
the eighteenth of Elizabeth, chap. 10. and the ſtatute 


of the ſeventh and eighth. of Wim III. 


Lou have ſeen, p. 191, the account which the manage- 


— ment of the duty-work. turns to. 
The income of your toll being fo very fmall, it is to TOY, 


wondered at, that the duty-work, which would have 


| truck a fair ſtroke in keeping your roads up in repair after : 


you had amended them, ſhould be negleQed, or over- 


looked ; and notwithſtanding you have none of that neceſ- 
_ ſary clauſe mentioned in our act, particularly to aſcertain 
the number of days they ſhou}d work on your turnpike- 
road, as is above named to be in our act, yet, with ſub- 
miſſion, I do humbly ſuppoſe it in the power of the juſtices 
of the peace for your county, at a quarter ſeſſion, to ap- 
point how many of the ſix days ſtatute-work ſhall be done 


on your turnpike-road by each pariſh, - or r liberty, through 5 
| which the faid road does 80. 
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Another obſervation I beg leave to mention, occaſioned 


by reflecting on the ſmallneſs of the income of your toll, 
is, that, with humble ſubmiſſion, TI think there is not ſo 


much raiſed by it as might legally be raiſed by adding an- 


other toll-gate near to Harborough ; for if it is conſidered 


how may towns on the eaſt and on the weſt of your road, 


that have no occaſion to come to Pisford turnpike, yet 
enjoy the road repaired by you, and pay nothing at all; 
but they, and all other roads that centre at Harberongh, | 
2 might all be taken in there, as in a net. | | 


l am ſenſible ſome objections may be made to n mn 


the hardſhip it will be to ſome few towns that lie very near 

to Harborough, and to the people that travel betwixt Thrap- 
Jon, Kettering, Rowell, and Artbingworth, c. that will 
but juſt croſs your road to travel a very all way | in it, 

eſpecially Harborough and Bowden. 


If the objectors can name me any turnpike that is not 


| ſomewhere or other hard to one place or other on it, as it 
would to any of the towns e I hall be N to them 
for the information. ; 


I think it ae impoſſible wholly to prevent ſuch 


- bade and raiſe any tolerable ſums of money to repair 
the roads with; and if it cannot be done, for favouring 

this and the debe particular town or vines, I cannot t ſee. 
| how the roads can be repaired at all. 


I have not yet taken the account of what Pisford turn- 


pike i is now in debt; but I imagine it to be near as much 
as the turnpike can ſpare money (doing ſome {mall matters 
at the road) within the five years to come in the act, 


which, if renewed, will be a ſufficient ſecurity for thoſe 


' gentlemen, that have money, to lend a couple of thouſand 
pounds; leſs than which J fear will not repair the part of 
oo, yur road I. kayo mentioned, b good as you would have 


TheRead fromHans BOROUGH Bains: E fo Nox r HAMPTON, . 


meaſured by Mr. EYRE. 
[ See the plate, ] | 


5 1. F. P. . 
From che faid bdes to Oxendon church 2 1 18 3830 
From Oxendon church to Oxendon bridge o 3 0 FE 660 
From thence to the bridge of ont aach in; fi 
NN >. 1 010 2. 
From thence to the croſs road to Arthing- „„ 
worth — — — — 0313. 732 
From the ſaid croſs road to Kelmarſh i inn o 2 8 484 
From thence to the end of Maidwell lane o 4 34 1067 7 
From thence to Maidwell windmill — 0 2 30 627 
From thence to the trees at L. Ruſſel's gate 0 6 39 1539 
From thence to Maidwell bridge — 10 5 : 


Fi rom Maidwell bridge to aner town” s- 


end — — — — 0 6 10 
From . to a tumulus, or barrow, near SS 

„ Brixworth = os: — 1 5 18 
From thence to Wi weed — —0 419 
N £0001 Brixworth to the roll- -gaie at Pisford on 


7 Fr rom the toll- -gate to Buckton 3 1 
: woe! thence to the White Horſe i in King(- 


Fr rom thence to the George-inn in North- 
DRONE: — — — — 
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15 the liberty of Braden are two o gravel-pits, on each _ 


5 hand the road. 
One on the top of Gabe hill 
| Northweſt of the church, a 3 pit. 


5 pit. 


A good Pack pit! in a Kelmarſþ lane, near the turn to Mr. . 


5 Hontury s houſe, 
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On the north end of Somers lane, a | good gravel 
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Several ſtone- -pits en each hand the Toad i in the e 


; py, Maidwell. 


Several 7 about Lampert, and cowards. Brix- 


worth, and ſtone-pits. 


In page 196, I dropt one furlong ind nineteen 8 | 


or three hundred and twenty-five yards in meaſure, of the 


5 road from Harborough bridge to Oxendon church, not only 
to make the computation more ready and eaſy, but 3 8 


from the rill againſt Bowden, to Harborough bridge, i 


ſo near to the gravel-pit there, that the carriage will hardly 
be worth a third of the value of the other, and, in cafe of 
duty-work, — 75 perhare be W done * the Bowden = 


teams. 
From Hartoroughbridge, from: the hand that poin ts n 


Tbrapfton, the ground is naturally deſcending, and fit for 
gravelling with ſmall trouble; and to the ſouth of the ſaid 
hand or poſt, ſor a good way lieth very well; but afterwards 

till you come to the rill it lyeth very flat and hollow, and 
the ground on the weſt ſide of the road, for the greater 

15 Part of it, higher than the road can be made; ſo that it will 
require an arch about the middle to convey the water that 

1 into the ditch, on the weſt fide the road, under the 

road to the ditch on the eaſt ſide of the road, and ſo to the 5 


rill, either directly, or by a cut purpoſely made for it. 


. arch ſhould be two foot longer at each end than 
| the road is wide, to prevent falling in of the gravel to ſtop _ 


the current: the width of the arch, from wall to wall wich- 


in, is to be governed by the quantity of water that is likely 


to run through it; but by reaſon it will ſometimes want to be 
cleanſed, and a perſon muſt then go into it, about two foot 


clear from wall to wall, or two or three inches under or over, 


5 will do; but if it is two foot and a half wide, it wi; U not en- 


oreaſe the expence any thing worth naming. 
The wall ought to be a brick's length and a half, or r fifteen 

inches, thick; and the foundation a foot within the ground 
below the ſurface of the current; and the wall in height 


two foot and a half, to three foot high, above the ſackace- of 


my We Cur Tent, i in the ſetting on the center, bien ſhould be af- 
| ter 


5 
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ter the ſemicircular manner, to OY the HR perpendt- 
lar on the walls. 

If there are not ſtrong a Lt to ſupport 5 keep 5 
up the walls, ſuch muſt be made by art, with ſtones, or brick- 
bats, laid in coarſe mortar; the centre to be covered with 
double or two rows of bricks ſet all edge · ways, the j joints of 

the firſt to be covered with the ſecond courſe : and as theſe 


arches or little bridges muſt be well covered with good 


ſtrong gravel, the depth of twelve inches at the leaſt, there 


- muſt be {ide walls or battlements made with bricks ſet edge- 


ways to keep the gravel | up : about three courſes from the 
brick- work of the arch may be ſufficient. The middle of the 
arch thus made will appear in ſight, like one of the mounds 
we make in the road, to give a current to the water that 

falls thereon, and muſt riſe and decline in like manner for 

ſome diſtance on the road on each fide it, which will be * 
great ſtrengthening to the arch. The expence or charge of 
ſuch arches differs a little, Ong to the prices of bricks, : 

lime, carriage, &c. 
The greateſt expence of any one lately made by us has 
not exceeded five pounds; ; and the laſt we made, the whole 
charge of materials, carriage and workmanſhip, did not reach 5 
four pounds, and is, I think, the beſt we have made. 

We have experienced the benefit of ſcreening the gravel, 
when it has abounded too much with ſand, earth, or clayiſh 5 
particles; which, taken as it came together, rather made our 
roads worſe than better, but when ſeparated, and uſing the 
: groſſer part only, has made the roads incomparably 88807 : 

and if the rubbiſh or chiſſelly ſtuff in your 1 itone-pits, which 
are of no value at all to the proprietors, and of which, no 
doubt, there are thouſands of loads to be collected, was ſerved 
ſo, it would be preferable to the larger ſtone, and to any gra- 
vel whatever, for repairing the road, and would bed between, 

and fill up the ſpaces, that now are in your rough * 
— and make them ſmooth and eaſy at the top. 

We make our ſcreens fix foot long, and the width of a 
common lath's length, and make uſe of the ſtraiteſt and beſt 

= the laths, „ which are F nated at each end, and in the mid- 
| | die, 
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dle, to a fort of frame, to keep the laths ata regular diſtance, 


of about one inch, one from another: the wood that the 


laths are nailed to is about two inches over, and three deep. 
"There needs no deſcription; for, no doubt, you make uſe of 


fuch for the gravel in your own garden, only of a more 
| coſtly make or fort, 1 had ours feady: made for five ſhil- | 


Tings a ſcreen, 


The method propoſed for FREY your e h in pages 195 
104, 195, 196, and relating chiefly to ſuch parts of the 
road as have been already repaired by you, and where we 
cannot do otherways without too great an expence to you, 
and throwing away the firſt coſt, (otherwiſe the road from 
Harborough bridge to the bottom of Oxendon hill might be - vo 
made ſtrait, &c.) and on further mature conſideration of _ 
whats laid down in the pages above named, will, if purſued, ,. 
make your roads very good to Lamport ; and for the reſt of 


it, I ſhould ſtrongly recommend the modern way of repair- 


ing, as in pages 185, 186, for notwithſtanding you have a 
ſew flats in that road, (which may be helped a little) the 
far greateſt part of it lieth naturally ſo well, having eaſy 

aſcents and declivities, excepting one hill or two a little 
ſharp, that a man can hardly meet > a a Tones more favour- 


able to be repaired, 


But J am apt to think you will not come to ) any reſolu- . 
: Jution in the affair before you ſee what ſucceſs you ſhall 
have in renewing your act; which will take up ſome time, 5 
and, 1 hope, give me an opportunity to view and examine 
Vos your roads myſelf, which I very much deſire, before I give 
you my further obſervations and opinion 22 and of 9 


Led N part of it, as I intended to do? 


8 The remaining part of this piece mall t be inerted i in one e of — 
our future monthly pieces, which gives an account how the pri- 


| ces have been ſince reduced, and what Improvements nave been 
: added flince this tick a account was made. | . 
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NUMBER LXIII. 


3 4 Letter to the E _— deſcribing a Method of making | 
OY. HTM hn : 


” K 2 3 n. 


| Gann LEMEN, 


Was much pleaſed with the ſubject of a letter i in your laſt 55 
1 Number, ſigned A Ruſticated Student, as it may induce 

8 ome others of your correſpondents, as it has me, to com- 
municate to the public, through your means, improvements 
in making Engliſh wines; which are ſo very uſeful, and, 
in ſome families, ſo conducive to health and private cecono- : 


7 my. My intention at preſent is to propoſe a method of 


e this. 


bh. making honey-wine, a liquor very different from that rich | 


cordial known by the name of mead. From the ſimpli- 


city and eaſe of this method I was induced, the laſt and 


preſent. year, to make trial of i it, but, indeed, have had _ B 


ſo little experience of the effect, as to be rather doubtful, 8 
and, at the ſame time, very deſirous of procuring the 


opinions of thoſe who may themſelves have had exper lence = 


of i ir, or who, perhaps, may have any rational objection 


; to it, which I flatter myſelf I ſhall receive from ſome of 
your numerous ef Es | The method i: is no more than 


| Throw cold water upon boney, in os vroportinn of a 


quart of water to a pound of honey: in the courſe of two —_ 
or three weeks, and with a little ſtirring, the honey will | 


diſſolve, and a fermentation will come on, without the þ| 


help of yeſt, which impregnates the wine with a diſagreea- 


ble beery flavour: then put it up, and at a proper tine 


I. ſtop it cloſe. This is the whole proceſs with me. I can 


as yet only fay in favour of my wine, that now, at the 
end of one year, it carries ſo little the taſte of wm as 
i Aaprecably to deceive thoſe who have crank of 8 


2 . ; 


e ſhould be EM . 


inform us how his wine ſtands the ſummer's heat. K. 
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The trouble, expence, and waſte of boiling the liquor, 
| are thus ſaved. But the query is, whether honey and 
water require boiling, as is commonly imagined, any more 
than raiſins, currants, and many other fruits, which are 


* 


ö pften made into wine. 
6 Meſtminſter, An OccasionAL ConneoroxDeNt. 
: IM” 14 EONS 


E 


NUMBER IXIv. 


to the Editors, reſpecting the great Benefit * Salt to TOY 
_ with w Methed 1 75 yo * __ 


Gr NTLEMEN, 


1 with parted hoofs are particularly fond of it. 


There cannot be a greater inſtance of this fondneſs than ” 
' the wild cattle reſorting to the ſalt licks, where they are 

chiefly killed. We give this name of ſalt licks to the ſalt 

5 ſprings, which, in various places, iſſue naturally o out of the TY 


ground, and form each a little rill. 


Horſes are as fond of falt as black catcher for with | us, F | 
they are ever ſo wild, they will be much ſooner brought to Ty 


a handful of falt than any kind of corn whatever. 


Me alſo give ſalt to our ſheep and to this practice is it 
generally aſcribed, that the American cattle, in general, 


are ſo much more healthy than the ſame animals in England: 


certain it is, that they are there ſubject to much fewer 


: Aalen. 25 


I There is one very — l we ha; which” 
Ic cannot eee recommend to the notice of the farmers 
. TE RT bers 


2”. . de 2 * 1 
TT — n 2 "IX. T7 4 
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„ MINED $24 j94hs tid I Meds Mite tf ” 
. > 0 9 ** * = 


: 4 Letter ow a very conf iderable North- American Planter, 5 


= 5 Do not find that the farmers in j- England know: hs | 

* 1 great advantages which may be derived from the uſe 
of ſalt in the buſineſs of fattening cattle; whereas in Ame- 
rica we think it, in a manner, abſolutely neceſſary, and 
accordingly give it to almoſt every kind of cattle ; and thoſe 
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kere in England: it is mixing ſalt with our hay-ricks 
den we ſtack it, which we call brining. $ 
Juſt before I left America I had a crop of hay, which 
was in à manner ſpoiled by rain, being almoſt rotted in 
the field; yet did this hay ſpend as well! as if it 98 * 


| got in never ſo favourably. 


When my ſervants were making 1 up the 1 K. 1 had it 
managed in the following manner; that is, as ſoon as a 


ded of hay was laid about fix inches thick, I had the 25 
whole ſprinkled over with ſalt; then another bed of hay 
was laid, which was again ſprinkled in like manner; and 


this math; was followed till all the hay was ſtacked, I ' 
When the ſeaſon came for cutting this hay, and giving it 
to my cattle, I found that ſo far from refuſing it, they eat 
it with ſurprizing appetite, always preferring it before the _ 
| ſweeteſt hay, that had. not deen in manner ſyninkled 8 


with ſalt. 


 Thave, in Nor th-Ameri ica, ſome very en plantu- ; 


| tions; but having been for ſome time in England, I dedi- = Þ 
| eate all my leiſure hours to the ſtudy of agriculture ; and | 


| have regularly, ſince the firſt publication, taken in the 


on Numbers of the Muſeum Rufticum, with which I cannot but f 
in juſtice declare myſelf perſectly well ſatisfied ; and am of 


opinion, it will be on . lervice, not in n Eng]: and only, . 


5 but i in America allo. 


2 am, „Geurizuss, . 
Tour conftant reader, and 


„„ 4 purchaſer of your welk, 
London. 


: May . . =” 5 | AMERICANUS.| 1 
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MUSEUM RUSTICUM ET 


"W- .U- M S E 
T the * Editors E the M U | 


„ Gzurizuiu, . N 
T H E incloſed trial having how made with great accuracy, I have tl 
municate it to the . F Oy 
ok 1 am, 
April 23. 1764. 
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NUMBER LXVI. 


 Miſollawen additional Obſervations on mowing 97 What, 
"_”_ of Horſe- Beans, &c. in a * fron the Rev. 
[As Comber ta the Editars. „ 


82 NTLEMEN, 


Y the neglect of the carrier + 60 I: am above twenty miles 
from York) I received not your No. IV. till yeſter= _ 
day. The peruſal of it has ſuggeſted ſome thoughts, which 

I intend to arrange in this letter as miſcellaneous additional 
_ obſervations on mowing of wheat, pulling 4 Wee, : 


and ſome other ſubjects, 


As I approve the whole tenor of your cement . 

Clericus's letter, No. LVI. Vol, I. page 241, ſo I par- 

| ticularly admire the juſtice of his reflections in the cloſe, — 

concerning every method of ſhortening the labours of huſ- 

dandmen, and thereby giving more hands to our manufac 

| tures ; and by leſſening the price of labour, and the food 
of the labourer, which muſt always riſe and fall together, 
enabling us to out- rival our "Is and induſtrious antage” 1 
3 niſts i in commerce. 8 
They are ſuch reſlections as a 1 ſenſible mind, Fee: 
” 5 improved by that extenſive plan of education which gentle 
men of his profeſſion generally do, and always Mould, * 5 1 5 

joy, might reaſonably be ſuppoſed to produce, _ : 
And here allow me to obſerve, as ſeveral of your 1 ; 

; dents judiciouſly remark, that improvement of agriculture 
in this nation muſt greatly depend on the influence and 
example of the gentry, ſo there is probably no claſs of 
gentlemen who can contribute more to this improvement, 

than the clergy, for ſeveral reaſons, which, * 5 thay 50 


ſeem obvious, I will brief mention. 


One is, that their duty obliges them to mix fo mak . 
5 with the huſbandmen their r and eſtabliſhes —_ 
ae! II, "No. 1 Ff „ 2 - 
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kind of familiarity with them, that they have much better 
opportunities of hearing and correcting the erroneous opi- 

nions of this claſs of men in matters of their daily employ 


than their landlords have, of whom they generally ſtand in 


too much awe to diſcover their own ſentiments freely, or 
with compoſure of mind to receive their inſtruction. 
| Another is, that the nature of a clergyman's provifion 


= generally obliges him to cultivate all or a pry. of his glebe, nes 


5 thus confirming his precepts by example. _ Ls 
A third is, that clergymen, by having generally the | 
power of letting tithes to their pariſhioners, have it in 
their power to give without any, or conſt ſderable loſs, nay, 
perhaps, with gain to themſelves, Rag nar to the . 
farmer to try new methods of huſbandry. Ne 
A fourth, and the laſt I ſhall mention, is, that Gee 
men, by the turn of their education i in general, (and eſpecially 155 
ſuch as have been educated at Cambridge) are deeply 


grounded in the principles of ſound natural philoſophy,  _ 
Fe conſequently inclined to probable PIs, and guarded 1 
„ againſt haſty concluſions from a few trials. : 


Por theſe, and other reaſons, which may be ſuggeſted, 7 
Land particularly one mentioned by your worthy corre- 
ſpondent Clericus in the cloſe of his letter) I ſhall be always 
glad to ſee, in your work, letters from gentlemen of that 


profeſſion, (to which I have the honour to belong) with 
their names at length, as no ſet of men are more 85 
obliged, by every kind of rational bond, to 1 the 


— proſperity of their country. : 
I do not wonder that your Fe Sine 1 


eden to be likely to give ſome explication of the names 
of the reſpective ſcythes delineated in the plate to rr 
Second Number, ſhould be recurred to for that purpoſe; 


and which ever of you, gentlemen, was the author of the 5 


note in page 160, will (I dare ſay) confeſs that he was 
deficient in the deſcription there given of them. AndI 


muſt add, that there is certainly a groſs miſtake in the 
5:4 nk nag of the te eye occalioned by a material 
2 a 


FIT COMMERCIALE 2g 


' tranſpoſition of two letters, viz. of à and 5; the former 
of theſe letters OY denoting che points and the latter 
the heel, 

Nothing but extreme modeſty, Sanne, could, 1 
think, incline your truly-i ingenious correſpondent, Clericus, 
to make a doubt, as he does in page 243, whether the 


working the Hainault ſcythe with _ one hand be an ad. : 


LE vantage or a diſadvantage, 

| . Reaſon, which will yield to thin but experiment, 
leads us ſtrongly to conclude it the latter, Such ſtrong work 
as mowing, and eſpecially for a whole day, nay, ſeveral 


whole days together, requires the united effort of both. : 


: Bank, and theſe applied in the moſt artful manner. 


Vour correſpondent, „ a Silent Member,“ juſtly obſerves, 
in page 267, that experiments of cutting a ſmall quantity 
of corn can never determine the real merit of any ſcythe; 
and if I am not more deccived in appearances than I ever_ 
was in my life, by experiments propoſed to be made next 
harveſt with the ſeveral ſcythes, it will be found, that 

work done for a conſiderable time with this one-handzd ſcythe 
will appear contemptible, when compared with that done. 5 


in the ſame time with ſome other ſeythes. 


Indeed the aſſiſtance which is given to this work, 5 the ; 
| hook in the left hand of the mower, is ſo trifling as 
| ſcarce to deſerve a N TOO it t greatly retards the 


| operation of the other. 


The more complicate the motion of any eue is, 
evidently the leſs efficacious it muſt be: and if the mower _ 
0 ſkill to take his corn properly with its ſway, he will 


need no hook to incline it to him; and as to his gathering 


it, it is moſt apparent that he, with ſo heavy an inſtrument = 
d. bis ſcytbe in one hand, will be much more retarded _ 
in his mowing than will anſwer the Expence ot a  gatherer, 


- who may be a woman. 


Your ingenious correſpondent, ** a File Member,” has 


found out, No. LXIII. Vol, I. page 266, a great reſem- : 


blance betwixt the mower with this  ſcythe and | HOOK. and 
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the Kentiſh reaper of beans with his hint and tibi li: and 
 & it is reaſonable to give this ſcythe a fair trial, it may 
be likewiſe reaſonable to put it into the hands of theſ@ 
operators; but for the reaſons above ſpecified, and others 


wich might be added, there is no fort of probability that 


there will be any compariſon of its utility, wack belt ma- 
naged, with that of other ſcythes. ; 
I 0 evince this probability ſtill further, let it be con- 


5 | fidered, that if the bearing the weight of the ſcythe in one 


hand were no impediment to its motion, and that the 


working with the hook were alſo none, till this Hainault 


ſcythe cannot be ſuppoſed to do above half as much worx 


_ Chricus remarks, page 242) i it is but about balf the 
length. 5 
But if we cotifider how much the barthon of the ſeythe 


bn one hand, and management of the hook with the other, 


muſt retard the motion, it is probable, that not nearly the : 


as our common ſcythe, becauſe (as your correſpondent = 


number of ſtrokes given with our common ſcythe will be 


given with this of Hainault, and N not N x 

half the work will be done. = : 
I ſhould not, gentlemen, ne: confidered this aukward 5 
ſeythe ſo much by far as I have done, had not the favour- 
able accounts given of it been likely to lead people into the 


uſe of an inſtrument mury leſs convenient * others they 5 
may procure. e | 


Your worthy correſpondent, 8 Judiciouſly prefers - 


: the ſcythe marked fig. 3. in your plate, to either of the 
Others. Yet the advantage he inſiſts on, viz, That by 


taking the left handle higher or lower, it is accommodated 


to the uſe of workmen of different heights, a thing no other 


ſeythe can boaſt, ſeems neither e's Oe, 7 nor * well 86 
Founded, 


It "ge; not very 3 Pes every workain muſt „„ 
. a ſcythe, and this he will accommodate to his own n 


| height, &c, It ſeems not very well founded, becauſe if 
the right handle i is fixed invariable, it can only ſuit men 
3 one beight.; 5 and by. the + $aking. of the left handle higher 5 
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or lower, the edge of the blade will only be raiſed or 


es, but the whole engine will be no fitter for men of - 


different heights than it was before. 
On the contrary, the handles of our common rockin 
25 being moveable on the ſhaft, and fixed only by a wedge 
which can eaſily be moved, the ſame ſcythe may, with 


great expedition, be fitted to workmen of different heights, 
juſt as the laying the blade into the ſhaft by a ring and 
wedges renders the ſame ſcythe fit for the ſame man 


in different 2 or corn, as it is to cut W or 
| lower. = 


ut if this e feythe has not any . 40 
5 theſe accounts over our common ones, it has an acknow.. 
led ed diſadvantage, viz, That it is about fix inches 
| ſhorter than our common ones; and, conſequently, ſince 
© theſe are very manageable, it loſes fix inches breadth of work . 
8 in every ſwathe; a very conſiderable loſs. | 
 __ Your © Silent Member ſeems (page 267}. to | doubt 8 
Whether more work will be diſpatched by any of theſe 
ſeythes, than by ſickles ; but it is a fact moſt notorious, that 
much more is diſpatched by our common ſcythes 
Indeed it is aſtoniſhing to me, that no one of your cor- ; 


5 ee ſhould bring into compariſon with theſe foreign 


ſeythes our Engliſh ones, when the wheat in ſo conſidera- 
dle a part of this corn country is mown. One would 
think the fact roy notorious, and 200 important, to have been 5 


0 paſſed over in filence., _ 


As to reaping of beans with the hink and 2 it ſeems N 


. liable to great and juſt objections. 


Iz be former is not an inſtrument formed to hold the . 
of ſo ſtubborn a corn as beans ſufficiently tight, and the 
_ twibill can cut no more ſtalks than it fairly reaches 2 and - 
© (beſides the general objections to cutting of beans, that it 
neceſſitates us either to cut them unripe, or to waſte them) 

any inſtrument of this ſort will require frequent meant. 


and occaſion a conliderable loſs of time. 


One advantage of reaping with the fickle is Well 8 


a to o be, that the * holds the corn n tight in his left hand, 
N cuts 5 
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28 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
cuts it nearly all of the fame length, conſequently more 
convenient to be bound together, and then by an eaſy. 
operation lays it down in gavels; whereas, by the uſe of, 
the twibill, the ſtalks will be left all ſcatter e. 
Your correſpondent Ru/ticus, in No. LXII. vol. . 
page 263, informs us, that ſome farmers in the iſle of 
Danet (fo famous for the neatneſs of their huſbandry) pull 
their beans. This, he adds, _— is eng the crop; 
5 happens to be hin. N 
But, perhaps, on enquiry, he may and this W 
35 practice followed when the crops are thick, at leaſt, when. 
they are not over-thin; for a thick crop of beans is far 
from being better, cæteris paribus,” (as the philoſophers ſay): 
than one moderately thin; the pods requiring much earth 


for their large roots to ſupport them. The only conſidera- 


dle obvious inconvenience which ſeems to attend pulling of 
beans, viz. That the ſtalks will be fo bruiſed by the graſp. 
of the hand, as to afford little nouriſhment to the pods 


afterwards, may be in a Steat meaſure avoided, ur 


graſping of the ſtalks Tony and W them in one oy i 
direction. 5 
- As to the —_ af a im, uſd. by the 8 in 
© Shiner; it depends on the proof that ſo much ground as is 


neceſſary for the motion of it is 2/8 efully left unplanted. II 
tis can be made out, it may be uſed with the method of 
planting the beans which I have recommended, and whick 


is much more regular, and leſs expealive, than that of 5 
| ſproining them by women. ICE | 
: Tan, GENTLEMEN, | : 
Your obedient Na nt 
„„JCCCCCCCVVVV WOW COMBER, Juni. 
1.4 Newton: i near Malton, Tg LSE AO 
Keb. 14% 1 e. So 
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: Obſervatims. on Mubing, Shocking, and Stacking of What: "Bp 
and preparing Land for Wheat, by other Crops, Kc. # an 
the Revermd Mr. Ss. to the Editors. 5 


Csrl Eur, 


HEAT is ſo truly, what i it is Kelle in your nie : 

a noble ſzed, that every diſcourſe, which has a 
tendency to promote its ſucceſsful EUN, deſerves the ate 

55 of the pale... 

Ore of you, who ſigns himſelf E. Ft ed eggs me 

an account of the manner of mowing wheat in the wolds ; 

and of the difference, if any, betwixt the mowing of it, 
and of barley, or oats. I apprehend, that note was 

printed before a former packet of mine was received. 
If any more particulars relative thereto, and known, or 

| knowable to me, thall be deſired by you, 1 will commu- 5 

nicate them. 5 


" Fhere" 16, however, one 1 1 to the 


IS: mowing of wheat, which I think I forgot, in my packet 


8 communicated to you, to conſider. Your correſpondent, 
. (Nuniber IV. page 21.) ſays, „I have my- 
« ſelf, for ſome years, thought that wheat might better 
© be moved than reaped; but what hindered me from 
ee making the experiment, was my being conſcious, that 

| « it would be neceſſary, as well to find out a method of 
00 mowing wheat that grows on high ridges, as that which 
55 « grows on flitches and flat lands this was the difficulty 
hst occurred; this prevented my carrying my thought : 
c into execution; and this, I. even now Think, is not 
5 7 eaſi uy to be got over. | -— 
The wolds lands are, for the TY carts: high, a ls 
| dry, as not to be plowed, generally, with high ridges, to 
carry off the water : fo that the inconvenience, ſuppoſed 
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. ao MUSEUM RUSTICUM 1 
by your correſpondent, is not much known to them: but 
in his country, Eſſex, and many others, perhaps, wheat 
lands cannot be ſown to any advantage without high | 
_ ridges. Let us enquire then, how the ſuppoſed inconve- 
nience in mowing of them may be obviated. 
It is obvious, that if a mower goes on the very ridge of”; 
the lands as the centre of his ſweep, he muſt leave his“ 


ſtubble very high on both extremities, let him cut ever bs. 5 
near on the ridge: but if one mower begins his ſtroke juſt 
at the ridge, and mows on one fide of the land, he will find 


very little inconvenience in mowing a gentle declivity ſide- 5 
ways: and he, who mows the other half of the land, will 
find nearly as little in mowing the acclivity : the plowman, 

| who knows that his crop is to be mowed, may diſpoſe his 
lands fo, Gat half a an one : hall be 8 8 the 1 of a good | 
5 mower. „ 5 
But if the gi pt prove very inconvenient to mow in this = 
manner, which, I think, will ſeldom be the caſe, another 


remedy is at hand, viz. to mow the wheat in the ſame 
manner as the graſs of high-ridged lands, is often mowed, | 
v2. tranſverſely : the motion of the mowers, in this method, | 


will be ſomewhat retarded, perhaps, by going up and 


e eee furrows; 5 Tae the corn b | 


7 may be gathered very conveniently. 


Tt is well worth the time for the well _ 3 = 


; what crop is the beſt preparative for wheat to be ſown on 


freſh land, The rankneſs of this foil, if nothing be on - 
8 ne 


» + Mr. Sus he us, that wheat Ruble i is left 2 Ireland - | 


5 lee or eighteen inches long, and that it makes the 


Thbatch. It may be well worth mowing for thatch, and 
might better have been mowed with the reſt of the crop, 
at once, But how can it be the 3% tharch, unleſs there 
de no rye fraw? The Er farmers, who allow labourers 8 
mow the ſtubbles for their own benefit, are, ſurely, impru- 


dient; for on / 1 that this ſtubble were improper manure 
for the light ſoil on which it grew, (and it is much eaſier to 
ſuppaſe than prove) yet, if it were heaped and mellowed, it muſt 
make an excellent manure for lands K oppoſite a and 


_ amply Re the * of . e . — 
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upon it before the wheat, will often make the corn ſo 

ſtrong as to lie or lodge before harveſt ; and then the miſ- 
chief done to it, both by rain and birds, is almoſt incredible. 


To prevent this, it is moſt reaſonable to ſow white peas, 


which delight in. freſh land, and are a valuable crop ; juſt | 
as it is adviſeable to ſow oats on the freſh land defigncd for 
rye; for oats on rich lands, fit for wheat, would be 0 5 


0 be ſo rank a crop as to lie themſelves. 


I have been told, gentlemen, with great cvnfidenice,, - 
that clover prepares ground for wheat in ſuch a manner, 
that the ſoil, which without it would only bring rye, 


with it will produce good wheat, If this aſſertion be 


founded on fact, it is a benefit ariſing from clover, which 
ougght to place it very high in the rank of graſſes, as natu- 
rally good wheat land is often Not to be found 1 in a large | 


track of country. - 
However, though much coves is grown in this country, 


I know no one who has tried the experiment; nor have 1 
an opportunity of trying it: nor can I conceive any __ | 


ple on which clover can produce this ſuppoſed effect: 


has a ſtrong root, which ſpreads and opens a compact bol, 
and therefore excellently prepares land for barley; but how _ 
it can condenſe and enrich a 2ght: thin ſoil, 12 am a unable to 1 


| imagine. | 


der correſpondent. Kadi himſelf 0 ” Sonden 

= « Farmer,” (in Vol. I. Number C. page 432.) ſpeaks of 
the cuſtom of laying ſheaves of corn in ſhocks, and capping 

5 them, as though it were confined to Somerſetſhire : - but it 
is known to obtain in all this vaſt tract of corn country 
northwards; and great numbers of your readers, had they 
not been informed, by that ſame correſpondents that in 
Wi Itfhire, and bas more ſoutherly counties, it is the 
cuſtom to leave moſt of their corn, without care, to the 
chance of weather, would not have imagined, that any, = 


8 calling themſelves huſbandmen, could be ſo negligent. : 
| Your ſaid correſpondent juſtly recommends the reel. 


flaval, or /taffold, a frame of wood for the mow, placed 5 
Vox. II. No. 55 1 8 4. 8 . 
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on ſtones, to be uſed where the barns are at a conſiderable 
diſtance from the field, (page 433). . ; 
As to his propoſal of building barns up and peg the 
| farm, I cannot approve. of it, for many reaſons too long to 
be here inſerted ; but any ſcheme for ſecuring a crop, ef- 


pecially one ſo valuable as wheat, deſerves attention. Our 


farmers, | in this part of the world, uſually ſtack their corn 


in the field, when they have great quantities; for they 55 
find ſo much waſte of it, whilſt in the barn, by vermin, 


that they choſe to have i it there only for threſhing : and by 
| ſacking their wheat on the ground, with only a bed of 
| thorns, or ſticks and ſtraw, to keep off the damp, they find 


very little loſs enſue ; the mice or rats which are found in 


2 a ſtack, eſpecially if it ſtand not over the year, being very 
few: however, the reek-flaval may be : a Vetter preſerva- 5 
tive, both againſt dampneſs and vermin. 125 : 
Yet I ſhould recommend another mathe: preferable to 


both; which is, to prepare fix or eight oaken poſts, about 
| three or four feet long, and ſtout; and as many ftrong 
flags, which will project ſome inches over the tops of theſe 


on every fide, when they are fixed upright in the ground: 


a frame of wood, faſtened at the four corners with wooden 
pins, muſt alſo be prepared, and a few coarſe croſs bearers : 


a load or two of thorns or furze thrown on to theſe, and 


covered with ſtraw, make an excellent bed for the corn. 
The expence of this apparatus is trifling; and the whole 


may be brought by the waggons which | come to bad the 


corn, and removed any year at harveſt. 1 1 
Our farmers here have one bad cuſtom PEN to fack- e 
ing their corn, vi. forming the ſtack at ſome corner near _ 


= ſome hedge : the deſign is to ſave fencing ; but they often 


truſt to an inſufficient hedge, and loſe more in one dax 


: than would pay for good ſtout ſtack barns, eaſily remoyed a 


wow ane, and ſet down in another place. 1 . 


GENTLEMEN, - = 
| Eaſt- Newton, OL Your candid . 8 
3 March 28, 1764. 8 X Thomas Coupun, jun. 
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fuls, and then let the binders follow them. 
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A Fler to the Editors, from the Rev. Mr. Sauber relative = 
"0 the beſt Alleviations of erat ara e. 7 e „ 1 
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00D wheat is ſo often ſoiled by finer Ind as 
ing, that any obſervations, which tend to leſſen the 
5 effects of theſe evils, deſerve great attention. 55 47 
Ihe former of theſe evils, which proceeds from a ab 5 — 1. 
blighted ears perhaps, (whoſe ſubſtance, reduced to powder _—_ 
by the blight, communicates itſelf to the reſt, and deſtroys 
their fine colour) admits n aleviations, Sue ſuch as re- 
__ great care. 1.5. 
The firſt is what we in the North call * Ing, or bin es = v2 
out, the blighted ears. As this operation cannot be perform- e K i 
ed while the corn ſtands, without deſtroying great c_ ˖ ' BY 
ties of the unblighted, the next beſt method is, to gather i 
them out as ſoon as ever they are cut; for the longer and _ | 
cloſer they lie compacted with the unblighted, the more of 
their ſmuttineſs they communicate. I would therefore employ 1 
children to follow the reapers, and with their little hands 
de xterouſly to gather out the blighted cars from the hand- ; 


If a little time be given them to gain ſtart of the VOY 
i and enough of them be employed, the ſheaves will ſuffer 1 no- 5 
8 ching from lying unbound the neceſſary time. | 
But if this good advice be not followed, through want 
of hands, or any other cauſe, the next laudable method i is, to 
| leaſe the wheat before threſhing; for this operation ſo effec- 
_ tually communicates all the blighted matter or ſmut to the 
good corn, that no remedy then remains, except waſhing, ns 
and waſhing in ſeveral waters too. And now great care is 
abſolutely neceſſary in the drying; for, if not well dried, the 
corn is ſpoiled, and, if ever ſo well dried, yet, if the ſmoke 
of the drying matter affect it, the taſte is ſpoiled. . 
But ſome cautions muſt be obſerved in the waſhing g: one 


_— THERE the pureſt veſſels and water be uſed ; the other, that 
8 8 2 | : | e the 
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24 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
the operation be performed with great quickneſs, that the 


waters may caly” waſh the outer coat, not fink into and 
ſoak the pulp. 


As to drying, the beſt means . are n and 5 

wind; and ſummer, if attended to, will afford thele with- : 

out ſhowers, But as the corn-grower wants to uſe a con- 
e 2 of his crop. before ſummer's ſun and winds | 


9 


tet . 3 nth his fire 8954 not be fo RP 


I have dearly bought experience of the 3 of all theſe | 
_ cautions: far on the only likely track of land in this eſtate, 
| (containing upwards of fix hundred acres encloſed) being 
about fifty acres, which lie on a declivity to the eaſt and 
ſouth-eaſt, and ſome ſmall part on the the top of an hill, 
(ile we kept about two hundred pounds per annum in 
band) we endeavoured to grow wheat for the uſe of a great 
fl. mily; and though it was excellent in other reſpects, as it 
grew on a ſtrong clay near a good lime-quarry, yet with 
all the attention uſually paid to medicating and changing the 
| ſeed, Sc. we never could avoid having ſmutty wheat, 
and were obliged to have recourſe to the laborious cure of 
g waſhing: nor can the tenant, who now holds a few acres 
of this land in wheat, prevent this evil in part; though his 
land, lying on the wy of the vill, has leſs mut men ours on 


the declivity had. 


And here Imuſt nk, 3 a r biz. 
_ That.. the general ſmuttineſs of wheat on this tract of 
land is probably owing to a mineral, often taſted in the 

water which deſcends from this hill, and which, I appre- 
hend, mingles itſelf with the veins of the whole hill, and 
. breaking forth, mixes with the air, and falls in blights.” For 
that the blight proceeds not immediately from the earth, ſeems 
dlear from an obſervation often made, I believe, viz. that 
ſome ears of the ſame root, and conſequently ſome ſeed, are 
Mlighted, while others are unblighted. And this circum- 
ſance leads me to conclude, that all medicaments of the 
feed are utterly vain to preſerve it from this evil, the ſea- 
fon of blighting being long after the ſhooting, and perhaps 
5 even when the original feed 1s urterly decayed. Nor can! 
| - 85 e . 
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| 'E'T - COMMERCIALFE. 1 
apprehend that even ſmutty ſeed will neceſſarily produce 


blighted corn; unleſs that aduft matter be infinitely more . 
corroſive than we have reaſon to apprehend. If it were ſo, 
it muſt be very unwholſome to eat ſmutty corn; and yet 1 5 


have never heard this aſſerted. 


As the ſmuttineſs only affekts the outer coat, and even 


when it has continued long on that, does not corrode it, (as 
i appears from the unimpaired goodneſs of well-waſhed corn) 


L apprehend, that if ſmutty ſeed be worſe than unſmutty, =. 
muſt be ſo by the ſmuts ſtopping the pores of the outer 


coat, and retar ding the ſwelling of the ſeed. 


No ſenſible perſon will buy any but the beſt: and faire | 

_ fond þ; and the farmer who cannot buy freſh ſeed, ſowing his 
own ſmutty ſeed on land of the ſame nature generally as that 

- which produced it, has ſmutty corn again, and aſcribes that 

ſmuttineſs to the ſeed, which ſhould probably be afcribed to 


the land. But this, gentlemen, is only a conjecture. 


Le As to ſprouting, which confeſſedly ariſes from wet which | 
falls on the corn, either before harveſt, after a certain degree = 
of ripeneſs, or when it is inthe ſhock, the only alleviations 


which can be propoſed are, I think, the following. 


Firſt, to reap no part of the corn Oe has been ve 1 


: with that which has not. 


| Secondly, to keep n from the reſt, the cap or top 
ſheaves of every ſhock or Rook, if on rain 1 has fallen on 


them ſince reaping. 


In the third and laſt hw to es be land (if a gentle ” 


man is curious for his own table) the ſprouted ears, 


A little attention and experience will enable any body to----.- 
do this; ; the germ of the ſprouted ears being ſunk and Wi 


thered, while that of the untainted corn ſtands proud. 


I know not whether a judicious drying of ſprouted « corn 

5 may not do much towards meliorating the quality of =—_ 

meal: but then I think it mould be applied as ſoon as poſ- = 

ſible after the corn is gathered; for the longer the moiſture 
continues in the corn, the worie effects it muſt produce. It 

would be worth while to try the difference of drying 
corn equally {proutes : at different times after reaping. This. 
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evil, of foroutiags i is a terrible one; and every method I. 
leſſen it mult be a great acquifition.” _ 4 
The wet of the laſt harveſt was ſuch as to aides it im- 
| poſſible to find any wheat in any of our markets perfectly 
ound, as an experienced miller, who buys great quantities, 
aſſures me. I have lately paid five ſhillings and cight-pence 5 
per buſhel for the beſt that can begotten; and it is ſold even 
for five ſhillings and ten- pence. Tis well known that one 
handful of ſprouted corn will ſpoil a buſhel; and 1 have 
ſeen this year wheat bought for five ſhillings. per buſhel, 
| whoſe puddings have had whole ſpoonfuls of jelly; the ef- 
fect of the unſound corn; and the flux which has raged in 
-..-—this neighbourhood, and become contagious, is eee to * 
: dhe poor's eating unſound corn. ER, Ro 
Io conclude, I muſt obſerve, that as there are Code ally 
and particularly mellilot, which give a diſagreeable tafte to 


the wheat; ſo the greateſt care ſhould be taken to leaſe * 


best intended for ſeed, and then to ſcreen it: and as the 

5 misfortune i is, that many of theſe weeds ſhed their ſeed be- 
fore the wheat is ripe, ſo they will never be gotten out of 

the ground, but 17 moving. them with ſome wp. vhich'i is 


earlier ripe. 


The manure alſo which i is : ae ate corn in {which theſe 
weeds grew, ſhould be laid upon paſture or meadow land, ra- 
ther than arable, as the ſeeds will not ſo eaſily find beds in 
the former two, fit to enable them to e 3 Els if wy =, 


5 1 they may eaſily be mown. 


e mixing unſlaked lis with this; manure, | fans time | 
before it is laid on arable land, (if it is neceſſary for ſuch) 
may haſten the vegetation of the ſeeds ſo much as to ren- 


i der them incapable of vegetating on the corn land. 
1 of ' GENTLEMEN, | TR 
"Faſt Newton, £4 at Four humble SLE 


March 29, i THOMAS Com BER, ju jun. a 


„ I am more excufable for being ſo minute in reference to 
| wheat, as ſome of my anceſtors (Sir Jobs De Newton, &C.) 
thought agriculture ſo honourable, as to chooſe three wheat- 


ſheaves or, and a bend azure, in a field argent, for their arms; 


Wahich, as deſcended from the heireſs of that 2 emily, I have N | 


1 A to bear. Conn, Rs 
1 5 NU M. 
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4 Letter from Mr. Wood to the Editors, deſcribing. a new- 


Invented Harrow. Flow, — its 1 . | 


GkxTI Bun, 


— 


E HE many ingenious letters contained in your work 
| have given me great pleaſure; and I muſt alſo acknow- 
5 ledge, that I have not a little benefited by reading it. 
Willing to contribute my ſmall ſhare towards the improve- 

ment of agriculture, of which I have always been a paſho- 
nate lover, I could not any longer refrain ſetting pen to : 
5 er in conſequence of which you receive this paper 

I am, gentlemen, very fond of the turnep huſbandry, of 
which plant I every year ſow ſeveral acres, and of late 
manage them in a manner, I think, more advantageous | 
than will probably, at firſt thought, occur to moſt of your 
readers. This method I diſcovered only by accident; and 
dy the lame means moſt other great diſcoveries have been 


made. 5 


A few years ſince, 1 3 _— rainy weather, to be 
: prevented from ſowing my turneps ſo early as I could have = 
| wiſhed : they took, however, very well, eſcaped the fly, and 
grew ſo faſt, that when I was in the midſt of my herveſt- 
work, I found they required hoeing g: this was very incon- 
: venient, and JI was, for ſome hours, at a loſs what to do: 
at laſt, however, I came to a reſolution of drawing a pretty 
| heavy harrow over them, which might ſo far thin the 
plants as to make it not fo immediately neceſſary to hoe 
them. This, I ſay, it was my intention of doing; but, be- 
1 fore the harrow had gone two bouts, 1 altered my mind on 
: ſeeing how little good it did, I then deviſed a ſort of a har- 
row with ſhares, inſtead of tines or teeth: my frame was, 
In form, like a common herrow ; ſeven feet long, and four 
broad; the ſhares were made of iron, with a ſhank, like a 
harrow-tine, about eight inches long; ard at the bottom 
was a broad piece of iron or foot, in form of a heart, hav- 
ing a rounded Pointe being hollowed un dert cath and rcunded . 
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en the upper ſurface : this was about eight inches long, and ; 
as many broad ; and the rounded point, and the two fides, 


were ſharpened on the edge like a common hoe. 
I had fourteen of theſe ſhares i in one png, diſpoſed * 
here under noted, ane | 


N „%%; ũ;Ä * 
0 0 FFF 
0 0 3 0 
1 or V 
I og Eg ons 


3 a fight view of the above 8 the hath of the Es 

TEES Sw will eaſily be comprehended. A is ſuppoſed the front, 

: and B the back part, of the frame. On inſpection, it wil! 
be found, that when this harrow-plot, as I call it, moves 

forward, the ſhares, marked 1, 4, and 7, are forwardeſt, 
and each cuts away the plants in its way : then come 2, 3, Os 
'5, and 6, which make feven ſhares: as to the other ſeven 
behind, they are only intended to complete the work begun 0” 
by the firſt ſet; thus 8 follows I, 9 follows 2, 10 com- 
_ pletes the work of 3, 11 of 4. 12 follows 5 13 goes in 
the ſame track with 6, and 14 is ſecond to 7. It will alſo 
be found, that the ſhares are at about fourtcen inches one 

from the other, and that each ſhare clears about 9 5 


5 inches of land in width, leaving ſix inches untouched. 


his harrow-plow did all I could wiſh fiom it, though 
1 5 the firſt I made was invented, and and SOA, in 
the ſhort ſpace of one night, _ = 
After I had paſſed it over the field one way, the tutnept 2 
were left in ſtripes, about fix inches wide. I then paſſed 
my harrow-plow a croſs the field the other way, when 1 
: found my plants diſpoſed i in little ſpots about fix inches . : 
BY and eight inches aſunder every way. 8 
In this manner they remained ll my hurry was over, 
1 when I had them hand- hoed'1 in i the manner PIO practiſed — 
. | | at 
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| E 1 COMMERCIALE. „ 
at the ſecond hoeing, leaving the plants at fourteen inches 
diſtance every way; and I had a fine crop. 


This has encouraged me to continue the practice ever 


hi ; and I find it much cheaper than hoeing, and alſo 


much more efficacious, as the ſhares of my harrow-plow 


cut deeper, and move the ground better than any Work- 2 


men can, or will do, with their hand- hoes. 


J have not the leaſt doubt, but that, upon trial, this in- n=. 


ſtrument may be of the ſame uſe to others as it has been to 


me; and was it more univerſally N the eee 8 
to common farmers would be great. 
This harrow-plow is alſo of great ſervice in bringing ; 
1 land to a very fine tilth after it has had three or four plow- 
ings, as it breaks the ſoil into finer particles than any com- 
mon plow or harrow can do: but when I make this uſe of 
it, I ſhift the ſeven back- ſhares a little on one ſide, ſo as to 
make them go in the intervals untouched by the ſeven firſt; 
and in this way it is of wonderful efficacy in making a 
fine mould, bringing the land, with very little expence, as 
little as harrowing, into as fine a ſtate, nearly, as are the 
5 borders of a well-kept garden. I recommend it to your 
farming readers to try the experiment; it can coſt them 
little, and may prove greatly to their advantage. 


J am, GenTLEMEN, | | | 
_ Your conſtant render; Ty 
T2 7 00D; 


April 30, . 
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NUMBER T2; 


yy, Letter to the Editors, on the beſt ae of Hau 


. by feeding mY 


| GenTLEMEN, | 


vol. II. No. 3 


H ROUGH the 6 of a generous patron 4 en- 
joy a good rectory, within ſomewhat more than fifty 
miles from London, where I make it a matter of con- 

ſcience to reſide, 1 in oder to perform in perſon the wo of 
8 my cure. 
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Being naturally of a ſpeculative diſpoſition, given to con- 
templation, and fond of retirement, I found it neceſſary 


for my health to take into my own hands the glebe, which 
had been long lett to a neighbouring farmer, This I did 
| that I might have ſome temptation to recreate my mind, 
by the innccent amuſements which every day preſent 85 
themſelves to the lovers and practiſers of agriculture. = 
l have had no reaſon to repent taking this ſtep, as I think 


my health is improved, my income not diminiſhed, and . 


my knowledge and experience in this very agreeable Rudy 
z greatly encreaſed. . 


As I ſeldom 1 any thing palk ah. the farmers, 


| who live near my houſe, reſort to me on all occaſions for 

advice; and it is my particular happineſs, whenever I have 
it in my power, to remove a prejudice, 0! or eſtabliſh a uſeful | 
155 maxim in huſbandry. 1 


Farmers have been Gd to be a fet * men « incorrigikty : 


obſtinate: I have ſeldom found them ſo: we ſhould make 
all proper allowances : their education is in general narrow, 
and they have no leiſure time to enlarge their ideas by 
- ſubſequent reading; beſides, they have, in general, but 
barely wherewithal to ſtock their farms. Is it therefore to 
be at all wondered at, that they ſhould ſcruple to rely im- 
plicitly on the aſſertion of every one, who pretends to di- 
rect them in the management of their buſineſs, and point 
dut to them new methods they never before heard of? 1 
own I ſhould think it much more wonderful if * paid 


any attention to ſuch precepts. 


This is not the way to teach: a farmer any improved - 


method of practice. 


I could wiſh that the gentlemen ot Hos would be 8 


: attentive to the well-doing of their tenants: it is certainly | 
no diſgrace for an eſtated man to be a lover and a Practiſer 
of huſbandry. In my humble opinion, (I hope you and 
the public will excuſe ſuch an obtruſion) every gentleman 
ought to farm a part of his eſtate; a ſmall part I mean, | 
fei elent to make experiments for the e advantage of by te- 5 


nents and neighbours. 


TT TT oY 
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| Example is generally replete with conviction: for, can 
: any one imagine I would wilfully injure myſelf, by purfu- 
25 ing maxims which I know to be erroneous ? 
I had laſt winter a piece of turneps intended for feeding | 
: ſheep ; ; but my method of conſuming” them at Arlt aſto- 


niſhed my neighbours. _ 


I fed them off by the fold; but I firſt turned in ſome ewes, 
which greedily devoured all the tops and leaves: when 
they had finiſned N 1 immediately folded 1 ewes on 


a freſn ſpot. 


After the leaves were eat, off che firſt fot ns 4 1 
the hurdles, by the ewes, I turned in ſome wethers, 
which eat with a very good appetite the apples of the roots, 
leaving, however, the lower part ſcooped. out in the - :- 
ground: theſe 1 had forked * and IE were eat by 2 


ſtore-ſheep. 


My neighbours were F eic my method Was s right; - 
8 becauſe 1 evidently kept and fattened more ſheep on tine 
_ ſame quantity of land, than they did ; yet they begged 5 5 


would give them my reaſons for this my practice. 5 


I., told them I would readily comply with their requeſt, 5 
and the more ſo as it might be a means of tempting them 5s 


do imitate what they ſaw practiſed with ſucceſs, _ 
Continuing my diſcourſe, [ informed them that many 


| years experience, and conſtant obſervation, had convinced. 
me, that if you turn a parcel of ſheep promiſcuouſiy into 


24 field of turneps, the ewes and lambs would immediately 


attack the leaves; the fattening wethers would, for the 
moſt part, prefer the apple of the root ; and the ftore- theep, , 
Not being nice, would indiſcrimi nately devour both leaf and OY 


apple, and even eat the læavings of either of the others. 


I farther informed them, that I had frequently oble: ved, = 
8 that when a parcel of wethers have been turned into a piece 
of turneps, the farmer, thinking to have no waſte, generelly 
kept them in till they have eat the roots clean up. But 
this is very bad huſbandry ; for, after the wethers have eat 
the moſt delicious and ſweet part of the root, they. loathe _ 
the reſt, witch 4 18 5 general'y gritty, dirty, and ſodden, in- 
8 | Hh 22 ſomuch 
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ſomuch that nothing, but abſolute hunger, will tempt 


them to taſte it. In this period they pine, and loſe fleſh ; 


and by the time they are turned into a ſreſh bite of curneps, : 
they are but little better than they were at firſt, ; 


The appetite of a beaſt that is fattening hould be 


tempted, not palled; and undoubtedly, ſuch 51 the ſheep 


as are moſt forward will be moſt delicate ; and this delicacy, 


if the farmer is wiſe, he will indulge, as it will e 
turn out to his advantage. 


Tus, in my manner of feeding turneps, the ewes come 
firſt, becauſe they prefer the leaves; ; the wethers that are 
to be fattened follow, and make the moſt pure and ſweet 


repaſt; and the ſtore-ſheep, which are the leaſt nice of any, 
come laſt, and clear oft the remains; at leaſt, as much * 
them as they ought to be permitted to eat; for do not 
hold it good to oblige them to eat what are in a half putre- 
| fied condition, and ſodden with dung and ſtale. 


My neighbours were fo well pleaſed with my reaſons, 


and ſo well convinced by what they ſaw, that they are de- ; 
termined to adopt my practice ; 'E and if any of your read- 
ers ſhould be of the ſame mind, it would give me great 
9 5 pleaſure, as I cannot feel a truer joy than what reſults from 
my endeawcurs to be of ſervice to my fellow creatures. 


Tan, GENTLEMEN, i 


5 Northampton, „%% ùVy un, . „ 
1 Moy. 3, - We „ 5 5 Cl enicus, 
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Grurkzukv, 


s the hay harveſt i is not at any great © Runes" per- - 
mit me to roy. 2 few words on the ſubject of aye 


I have 


1 N COMMERCIALE. 233 


I think, be depended on. 


too long before i it is cut : the beſt time, in my opinion, to be- 


8 Jai cannot be concentrated! in them. 
The leaſt dangerous way of making hay i is by keeping it 


and the ſtalk becomes brittle, and contains no nouriſhment 


and in rainy weather, in the common way, the hay is ſoon 


| ſpoiled: on the contrary, in the way I recommend, vis. 


_ grals-cocking, in rainy weather it'does not take nearly ſo. 
much damage, nay, none at all, unleſs the rain is heavy 
and of long continuance ; and in the very hot ſultry ſun- 
| ſhining weather, the ſun has only power to dry to a N 
per degree, and bay the graſs, without evaporating too 


much of its juices, or making it brittle and heartleſs. 


aftermath, when made into hay, is of value: but in hay- 


I have had, for theſe forty years paſt, a deal of experi- 
ence in this matter; for which reaſon, what I fay may, 


In the firſt place, do not hold it good 1 to let graſs ftand 


gin to mow, is when the plants begin to bloſſom. When 
+: | they are in this ſtate, it may naturally be ſuppoſed they have 
1 attained their largeſt growth, and are fulleſt of ſap, there- 
fore in a condition of making good, ſweet, nouriſhing, 
hay. If the plants are ſuffered to ſtand longer, till the ſeeds 
are perfected, the ſtalks grow hard, ſticky, ſapleſs, and 
= chirky ; and, of courſe, ſo great a * of 9 


| almoſt all the time it is in the field, alter mowing, in graſs- . 
cocks, as we do in many parts of this large county. Theſe _ 
cocks conſiſt of about two or three forkfuls each, and are 
often turned, though very ſeldom ſpread, unleſs there * 
. that no rain will fall fill they can be made up DT 


| 4 know this 6s wil be abjecied to, as RE Ore As EE 

| at the ſureneſs of it makes full amends : beſides, the hay 1 

is better than that made in the common way, unleſs the 

weather happens to be very temperate and fine: if the wea- 
ther is ſultry, and the ſun ſhines very hot, in the common 5 

way, the ſap, or juices, of the plant, evaporates too haſtily, 
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In the neighbourhood of London, the ſecond crop, or 5 


„ 


ing this crop, fo as to make it ſell well, there is great 
5 . | | nicety. x 
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nicety. The nature of the aftermath-graſs is more oft, 
ſpungy, and porous, than the firſt growth: it is therefore 
more liable to be hurt by rain. 


I have two ways of haying my Mt If I can, Tizee , 


it in when the weather 1s fine, and i in the middle of the day, : 
after making it in graſs-cocks as above mentioned; and 


when this is the caſe, it aſſumes the colour of fine green tea, 


and is almoſt as fragrant; and theſe qualities recommend eit 
at market. But if 1 find I cannot get it in ſo fins as I cou 


wiſh, owing to the fickleneſs of the weather, I then take 


care to inn it before it is quite made; or, if it happens by 

any accident to be over dry, I cart it in the morning early, 
whilſt it is yet damp with the dews, and ſtack it forthwith : 
I take, however, the precaution of making proper vents or 
| air-channels in different parts of the ſtack, Jeſt it ſhould 

| ſuddenly fire: the hay ſtacked in this damp ſtate | is always 

- mow-burnt, which I always intend it ſhould be to a certain 
degree, as I am convinced, and ſo are many who purchaſe 
of me, that horſes, in general, will thrive better on this 
bay than on that which is inned in the fineſt order. By 

„this ſimple management a rainy hay- ſeaſon does me leſs da- 8 
mage than moſt of my neighbours. 


1n the northern parts of this county, many a are of the 


| ſame opinion as I am in this reſpect, and chuſe to have all 
the hay, they intend for their own uſe, mow-burnt ; and 
N ou horſes prefer it before any other, ſeemingly better, hay. 


I have found it of great uſe to beſtow a watering on my 


8 fields, by means of water-trunks, immediately after my 
firſt crop of hay is got off. This brings the plant ſorward, 
and makes the graſs much ſooner ready to cut than it would 
be, ſhould this very inconliderable expence be grudged: 1 
call the expence inconſiderable, becauſe, were not my 
horſes employed i in this work, after my firſt crop is inred, 
they would probably ſtand idle, unleſs I choſe to ſend carts 
1 empty to London for dung, which I ſometimes do. 


J muſt, however, before I conclude, obſerve, that when 5 


I ſtack my hay undermade, with an intent that it ſhould | 
; be mov — 1: am 3 to en! it 8 to ſee 1 
| | Tana: . 
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chat it does not heat too much, ſo as either to rot or fire 3 


and I eaſily know the ſtate it is in, by firſt running my 


arm, as far as I can, into the ſtack, and afterwards a pole, 
or hedge-ſtake, a few feet long: if I find it inclinable to 
be too hot, I make more vents for the air, by thruſting it 


through the ſtack in various places; but if this remedy is 


not ſufficient, and the weather is not rainy, I e | 
i employ a number of hands, who unmake the ſtack and 
make it up again afreſh: and this always anſwers, as it 
cannot ſettle fo cloſe as it did at fiſt ; 3 therefore the cool - 


| air bas a freer pallage. Ta - 

GENTLEMEN, | 

„ 1 "YE humble ſervant 
Near Eening: Elen, e 58 

Ow 10, . 


NUMBER LXXIL 


4 Letter F 4 Ful 8 to. the Rhee,” on the 5 


Difedvantaget, v pony in Stubblt. 


| GenTLemen, 


Have ſeen, in your collection, fl arouments: for : 
and againſt plowing in wheat ſtubble, I ſhall not pre- 
ſume to give you my opinion on this ſubje& ; but in order 
to plein it a little, I will venture, in a ſhort compa „ to 


deſcribe to you our practice. 


1 Wce ate far from being advocates for is; in ſtubble; * 
yet our land is not light, but the contrary, and bears 40 ; | 


good crops of wheat as any in the kingdom. 


As our ſoil is not light, it agrees very well with : 


f horſe- beans, which we frequently ſow after wheat; but if 


ever we let the ſtubble remain uncut till bean- ſeaſon, and 
plow it in, the conſequences are ſurely fatal; it cauſes the 
earth to lie bollow; the bean plants to fall down; J the 155 


tun and air ger” at the roots, and prevent the plant thriving 
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236 MUSEUM RUSTICUM, Sc. 
and the crop is always very greatly leſſened: beſides, the 
ſtubble, which with us is very ſtrong, clogs the plow- _ 
ſhare, and gathers up in clods, which are a ſure and a fatal 
| ſhelter for many noxious inſects, 
Theſe facts, which every vale-farmer is well ata 


5 with, induce us always to mow our ſtubbles, which we 


apply to many and various uſes: if it is long, it ferves 
very well for thatching : we litter our yards, ſtables, and 
cow-houſes with it for making dung; we uſe it for 
drying malt; and a great deal is burnt by the poor cottagers, 
for warming themſelves in winter, dreſſing their victuals, 5 
baking, brewing, Sc. 2 5 f 
Theſe, gentlemen, are fas,” not e * the 
firſt, my memory and experience enable me to ſend you; 5 
the laſt, I might poſſibly be deficient in, as I had not an 
univerſity education. 4 1 have deen, for many months, 5 


Ro Ss Your reader and admirer, 
| Near Ayleſbury, Bucks, % 8 
May 4, 6%. A Vas roaugs. 


. We mould be glad if this Wen ae world farayr 1 us 


5 frequently with his letters, as one Fact ts worth a dozen Der +. | 
. ee e in what inter to agriculture. N. = 


. —— — — 
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ee ——r—— — — — 


JUN ED, ee. 


VOLUME. the SECOND. 
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NUMBER IXxIn. 


4 Letter to the Editors, containing ſome valuable Ex- = 


periments and * in the Art LY Aer. 


1 


55 thoughts on bleaching. 


The experiments . in them were - before | 

5 Dr. Home's moſt ingenious and accurate performance on 
that ſubject appeared; and being on ſomewhat of a different 
principle, they may, perhaps, afford hints to thoſe who | 


5 have opportunities of ens] that 9 9. 


e Lg —— 10. 3 Ti $ . Tbough 58 


. We cannot enough thank this « as for the favour 2 
of his letter: we hope to hear often from him, and that other 
manufacturers will follow his laudable example, by communi- 
cating to us, for the good of the public, the obſervations they 
have from time to time made in their reſpective branches, as we 


latter ourſelves, that it would tend greatly to the Improvement 
of many . departments of trade, . 


FOUR collection 1 as a record of karten 
for improvements, without the regular form of a 
treatiſe, or . I ſend you ſome unconnected . 
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Though there is not, perhaps, one article of greater i1 im- 


portanee to the goodneſs of flax, than the proper manner of 
watering the lint, I do not know of any experiments which 


aſcertain the beſt method of performing it. . 
The purpoſe of watering lint is, by means of a due degree 


| ef. putrefaction, to deſtroy the ſucculent tender fibres, = 
which cover the flax, and connect it with the reed. 


The time neceſſary to bring on this due degree of putre- 


faction depends greatly on the weather, eſpecially as to 
heat and cold; and the degree ſhould be proportioned to the 
age or ſtrength of the lint. Thus the degree neceſſary for 
lint pulled before it is ripe would not looſen the flax on 


lint which had ſtood till the ſeed was perfectly ripe; and the 


degree neceſſary in the latter caſe en deſtroy great {uy 5 
of the yet tender fibres in the firſt. 


Conſidering the tenderneſs of the ane lender fibres of the 4 


5 flax, a very ſmall encreaſe of the degree of putrefaction 
may do much hurt; not only as it may deſtroy the texture 
of the fineſt fibres of the flax, but alſo as it may ſo far 
cCorrupt, or vitiate, the native oil of the plant, (on which 
the duration of the flax depends) as that it may either be 
wWaſhed away in bleaching, or, as is the caſe in all putrid : 
dils, be turned ſo black, that it is afterwards Ts. to a 

good colour with the greateſt difficulty, TT | 


In order to avgid the uncertainties and 1 inconveniencies at- 


5 "renting the uſual method of performing this operation, it ies 
the practice in ſome countries to ſpread their Une. on the N 
graſs, inſtead of watering it. . — 
4s the lint is pulled early in the autumn, when ſpread o on 
. the graſs, and kept conſtantly wet, the graſs ſoon ſprings up 
5 through it, and not only ſhelters it from drought, but keeps 

it in a kind of warm infuſion, which ſoon brings on the 

: degree of putrefaction proper to diſſolve the coheſion Fine 

. Parts neceſſary to be looſened, without vitiating the native 


eil, or even hurting the texture of the tender fine fibres of 5 
the flax;: © SR 


The lint, thus ſpread, bub ail come b we SOR 


know, with. Front certainty, When the flax is ſuffici- 


ently - 
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ently looſened from all its adhering membranes, and from 
the reed. 


Chemiſtry evinces s what muſt be taken for granted berg, 


viz, That there is in vegetables an oil, to which they chiefly 
owe their duration and ſtability, and which is ſeparated from 


them with great difficulty; and that when vegetables are 
_ deprived of this oil, they eaſily moulder into duſt, being 
more or leſs laſting, as they abound. more or leſs with 


5 this oil. 


It will be here proper to enquire, what effects the ſub- 
ſtances generally uſed in bleaching may be ſuppoſed to have on 

this oil in flax; and how far, in the preſent way of managing 
them, due care is taken not to deſtroy the oil, on the ee 


fervation of which the duration of linen ſo much depends. 


. The fixed alkaline ſalt of plants ( pot-afh J-i82- ſubſtance | 
much employed in bleaching, This may have taken it its riſe | 


from the following obſer vation. 


Take two parcels of any vegetable, —_ boil one in | water 5 
in which a fixed alkali is diſſolved, and the other in water 
only, the water in which the alkali is will be much higher = 

coloured than the other; therefore, concluded they, the 
_ alkali aſſiſts greatly in ſeparating the i impurities, or what elſe - 
is neceſſary to be taken away, before the linen e its 


proper colour. 


Me may doubt the inference here drawn, 3 it — i 
— found upon trial, that add an equal quantity of the alkali ” 
to the other water, in which the vegetable only was boiled, Es 
| even after the vegetable boiled in it is taken out of it, the. 

= water will almoſt inſtantaneouſly become nearly as high 5 
coloured as the water in which the alkali was dige ; 


_ diſſolved. 


"TL Ne: igh colour ſeems bende to 6 owing to 6 imme- 
1 Ade effect of the alkali on the oil mixed with the water: its 
ſharp points, perhaps, entering into, or uniting with, the 
oil, deſtroy its tranſparency, and thereby render the water 


leſs pervious to the rays of light, or, in other words, high 


boloured. Soap is an inſtance of the intimate union of 
IM | 225 1 —— chis 
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this ſalt with oil, in which the very nature of the oil ſeems - 
to be loſt. 


There is in all vegetable bodies a native a4 aka with 


their oil, which, perhaps, tends to the long laſting of the 
= ſubject. This acid muſt be deſtroyed by an alkali, which, 
entering in its place, deſtroys the tenacity of the oil. The 
too free uſe of it would hence ſeem hurtful ; and appears 
more probable from the condition of, for ug . 
linen boiled in a ſtrong alkaline lye, for when dried they 
feel harſh and rough, to remedy which, it is found neceſſary 
in bleaching to ſteep the linen in mild oily ſubſtances, 
5 ſuch as milk, cow Tank, N c. which again reſtore ; a Lend 
7 ſurface, 


Soap is the next übte uhh; in the maſt e . 


5 quit ity, in bleaching. By the woolly appearance on the 
| | ſurface of linen boiled in a ſtrong ſolution of it, there may 
be reaſon to fear, that the oil in the ſoap, uniting A 
the native oil of the flax, may carry off ſame of the latter. 


Though the uſe of lime is forbid in bleaching, I ſuſpected 


_— that the hurt it had done might be owing to an injudicious ” 
uſe of it, Thus, when uſed in ſubſtance, it acts as an in- 
| finite number of the ſmalleſt knives, cutting the fibres of ß 
the flax whenever an external force preſſes them againſt each 
| Other; being of very minute particles, it is not eaſily waſhed | 
cut of the linen, where continuing of a calcarious ure, : 
the uſe of it is detected by lemon juice. 8 
Next to theſe, the influence of the water, dews, and air, | 
ſeems to be the moſt relied upon, Water and air ſeem to 
be more peculiarly favourable to bleaching i in the latter end 15 
5 of the ſpring, and in the beginning of the ſummer. 


The reaſon of this may be, that the ſurface of the earth Y 


| being locked up by the cold and froſt during the winter, e 
mineral vapours are, as it were, impriſoned in its bowels; 
and thoſe vapours, being ſet at liberty by the heat of the ſun, 


as the ſpring advances, riſe into the air in abundance. 


I) be vegetable kingdom is at this ſeaſon full of thin acid 5 
juices, part of which undoubtedly tranſpite, together win 
u,, ⁵ ro wo: 0M oo 
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the watery exhalations then ſent out by them. Neither 
animals nor vegetables yet putrefy in ſufficient quantity to 
afford volatile alkali to untere, or neutralize, theſe 


acid vapours. 


That this vague acid in the air contributes confideradly 160 
the bleaching of linen, ſeems probable, becauſe bleaching is 
carried on with leſs ſucceſs in the autumn, when the great 
quantity of volatile alkali ariſing at that time from the almoſt 
infinite number of dead animals and putrid e, foon 5 


reduces this acid to a neutral ſtate. 


Led by ſuch reaſoning, L attempted to imitate nature, in * 
the uſe of a mild acid. All the mineral acids, as prepared 
by art, ſeemed too ſtrong. As I could not conveniently 
_ procure a choice of vegetable acids, I made uſe of tartar: 
but as only a ſmall quantity of tartar remains diſſolved in 
Water, unleſs it is rendered more ſoluble by the addition of 
a fixed alkali, I added to a ſolution of it in boiling water 
e ben pot-aſh, but in ſo ſmall a ee as not to TORY 
En its acid. ph 0 8 
In this ſolution I 1 fas * 1860 1 boiled i in it next L 
Fes z and after waſhing the flax, I put one half of it into 
the ſame kind of lye: it looked rather brighter upon being 
immerſed therein. I put the other half into a ſolution of 


pot. alfi: : the water became immediately brown. 


| After ſtanding i in infuſion for two days, I boiled zach 5 "EY 
its own lye. When both were waſhed clean, the flax boiled 
in the pot-aſh had not ſo ſoft a feel, nor the bright ſhining 
Colour, that the other had. I then boiled each ſeparately 8 
in a ſtrong ſolution of ſoap. I repeated theſe operations four 
5 times, when the flax, at firſt black and hard, became con- 2 
ſiderably whitened, and extremely ſoft. It ſtood the heckle 
much better than I expected; and the tow was as ſoft and 
fine almaſt: as deten n £ the fibres remained of a | on 


length. 


riment, was, to try whether the flax could be thus treated, 


and be afterwards dried, fo as to bear the heckle; far if it 


ul, ny chin might be thus looſened from the flax, 


which 20 


My motive 8 ho gar, inſtead = linen: i in his expe- : 
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which! might otherwiſe have adhered even till it was ſpun 


and wove, but which would afterwards be 1 in the bleach- 


ing, to the great weakening of the cloth. | e 
J obſerved very little difference in the whitcench of the 5 
5 fax, after being boiled in a ſoap lye. This made me ſuſ- 

pect, that bares any other advantage ariſes from the uſe of 
' ſoap in bleaching, than carrying off what was partly ſepa- 
rated by the other lyes. Thus, in common uſe, it readily 
carries off any filth with which linen has been ſullied; but 
if the linen is put in wear before it is ſufficiently bleached, 
its being often waſhed, even boiled in ſoap during wear, does 
not whiten it nearly in proportion to the frequency of i us -- 
being waſhed and boiled. The flax had always a enen : 
EE on its ſurface, after being boiled in ſoap. _ = 
That I might with greater certainty aſcertain the effects . 
of pot- -aſh, lime-water, ſoap, and tartar, I divided a piece 
ol unbleached linen into eight parts, weighed each exactly, 
numbered them, and kept a regiſter of their degrees of 
| whiteneſs, and loſs of weight. I "boiled each number con- 
ſtantly in its own lye, infuſing it two or three days 
. Wannen each e in the: he, i in 1 which it was > afterwards RS 
Ader repeating theſe operations fix times on each number, | 
: they appeared as en i ar 53 
No. I. In a ſolution of potaſh and cremor-tattar, : as men- 
tioned before, the linen had ſcarce lots uy of its weight, : 
1 and Was conſiderably whitened. N | 
N.o. II. In the fame ſolution, bas between We boiling; 15 
; the linen was waſhed, and boiled in a ſolution of ſoap. K 
great deal of rubbing, and expence in ſoap, was neceſſary 
to raiſe a lather. This number was rather whiter than the 
former, but not proportioned to the expence. It bad loſt 
in the proportion of twenty grains in an ounce, _ _ 
No. III. In a ſolution of cremor-tartar in lime water, -fo = 
as to render it ſomewhat acid. This was nearly the ſame 
with Numb. A rather whites, and ſcarcel) 2 diminiſhed in fg 
weight. . 
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No. IV. In the ſame ſolution, and treated as Numb. II. 


and with like ſucceſs. 
No. V. In a ſolution of pot-aſn in water. This was 
whiter than any of the former, but had loſt in weight about. 
ffty grains in an ounce, _ : 
No. VI. In the ſame ſolution, and treated as  Namd, II. 
5 This was ſtill whiter, and loſt ſixty grains. 
No. VII. In lime-water. Whiter that Numb. v. and 
loft forty grains in an ounce, _ 
No. VIII. In the ſame, and treated ; as ; Numb, n. In 5 
bther reſpects as Numb. VI. ee 
The four firſt numbers were „ ban contmöttd in 
: length: and breadth, and felt rather ſtronger and thicker than 
before. The four laſt felt looſe, ſo that the threads might 
be drawn out with eaſe. When compared with the ener 


numbers, they appeared like the ſame cloth quite worn out, 


yet the threads were not rotten, nor proportionably weaker. 
555 loſs of ſubſtance in the four laft numbers was 
chiefly in the firſt, and partly i in the ſecond boiling. Does 
not this point out the importance of boiling the flax in ſome _ 
proper lye, by which the particles, thus loſt, may be car- 
Tied off before the flax is ſpun? The linen will be thereby 
rendered ſtronger, more durable, as well as more . 
and more pleaſing to the eye. 


The tow of the flax which I bailed. might bs ted to 


5 much better purpoſes than tow uſually is; and the coarſer | 
cloth into which it is now worked might be made of bemp, 
<a which, being ſtronger, would anſwer the purpoſe better. 
My buſineſs, at the time of making theſe experiments, 
: neceſſarily confined me to the heart of this great city, in 
which there are ſo many hres conſtantly burning, that the 
air is always loaded with much ſmoaky matter. This mat- 
ter falls thick in little particles called blacks, eſpecially be- 


fore rains, and with dews: 1 was therefore Ceprived of theſe. 
means s of bleaching, „ | 
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5 Remarks en | Mrwing of Wheat i in hs Molds, Stacking of =: 
Tilling their Ground for it, dec. frm the Rev. Ar. 1 


Comder fo Foe Editors. 5 


l ingentia 7 rure: 
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Via. 
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Arength, and a ſcythe more frequently ſharpened. 


In the ſecond place, I learn that the uſual work of a = bs 
mower of wheat, in a commonly-good year, is full two 


| acres, as they give great wages, begin ſoon, and end late. 


Each mower has a gatherer; and a good binder wilt 

5 follow two gatherers. Hence it appears, that more work 

is done by er hands in the mowing of wheat on the 

wolds than in France (according to your correſpondent = 
. the mowers; at the ſame time that each mower 
has fewer followers in France than on the wolds, viz. only 
ene, who is called a binder, but muſt be underſtood to be 

1 5 . and binder too, or elſe the expence of Owing in Ne 


_ France | is $ unfairly Rated, See Vol. I. page 34. 


EIN G deſirous to give you as complete an account 
as poſſible of the mowing of wheat on the wolds, 1 
have very lately made it my buſineſs to converſe with ſome 
very ſenſible and experienced farmers, born and bred there; 
and have added fome things relative to the management of 
| wheat and wheat land, which I learned from — and * f 
prehend you willing to learn from me. ö 
In the firſt place, 1 find that the farmers on the wolds > 
have an advantage in mowing of wheat over us in general 
in this part of the North Riding; their foil being a finer 
| loam, whereas ours is a ftronger clay, in conſequence 
| whereof, their wheat ſtraw is finer and tenderer by much _ 
than ours, and yields better to the ſcythe than ours would, 
which being ſtronger muſt cut harſher, and require more 5 


This = 4 


Te On 


* * N 2 e + Es I 
r eee A 


eee 


ET © COM MERCIALE. 245 
This, however; is a very odd circumſtance, ſince Mr, 
Y. Z. aſſures us, that the binders in France are children of 


twelve or fifteen years of age, old women, and weak men, 
Mr. V. Z. will much oblige the public by giving an ac- 
count of this odd circumſtance, viz. Iwo children in 

France being able to gather and bind after two mowers, 

and three tout perſons being TAY jul able to do this work 

with us. | . F 
Ins the mean time 1 account for this ference. by. = 

ſoppoſal, that the crops in France are much {:ohter than 

ours; and then indeed the expence will be much greater 
with reſpect to the crop reaped. 

_ agreeable to fact, as I dare ſay it is, it Wi il follow, that w 
cannot conclude any thing abſolutely in favour of he 

French, the Hainault, or Brabant ſcythes, as they may »,- RR 

very proper where uſed, but very e war our much i 
ſtronger crops. ES 
J am the more perſuaded, tia; that this 1 

1 founded in fact, becauſe Mr. V. Z. ſays, that a good | 

s reaper in France will cut fix-tenths of an Engliſh acre in 

« a day,” (page 33. ) whereas we uſually allow theo reapers 

to an acre, or one reaper to about three tenths, little more 

than half as much. Nor does Mr. 1. Z. inform us how _ 
ttheſe reapers in France are followed: he tells us, indeed, 

1 afterwards, (in the ſame page) that ten men in twenty 

days, or twenty men in ten days, will reap one bundred 
and twelve acres of wheat with the ſickle, that is, not two 
men to an acre. Now if theſe do all the work of gathering 
and binding, the crop muſt be very thin ; and if they do s 

not, the expence of their followers ſhould have been men- 

_ tioned, and that of the followers of the mowe OY to o enable us - 
1 to judge of the different expences. | 
In the third Place, J learn that the mowers on the wol 48 
find no inconvenience in mowing lands raiſed with high © 

ridges, to carry off the wet. . 5 

They have uſually what they call four- tithe lands, oy 
> "that: two mowers may take one fide, and ot her two the 
other. Their ſwathe is about three yards, 
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common ſtrong graſs- ſcythe, which has en uſed a little, to 


I oy” her to an edge. 


One of your correſpondents thought the ridges of lands . 


an objection to mowing of wheat (Vol. I. page 21). 


anſwered that objection in a former letter to you. 9 
of your correſpondents thinks the high ridges of lands 8 | 


advantage to mowers of wheat (ſee Vol. II. page 30. 
cannot ſee this any more than the contrary. 


n the fourth place, I learn that the Sas farmers har- 


row their lands ſo fine, that the ſurface is perfectly level, 
and the mowers often go within an inch of the ground. 


In the fifth place, I am informed that their gatherers | 
and binders in general find it very difficult to make handſome 


| ſheaves, the heads of the corn lying often contrary ways; 


and that when the corn is laid or lodged before harveſt, by N 
violent rains, &c. they uſe the — as they did very 5 


| ; generally the laſt ſeaſon, 


In the ſixth place, 1 underſtand that a middling crop of LY 
x wheat on an acre is one chaldron, (or four quarters, or 5 
_ thirty- -two buſhels) their buſhel being perhaps ſomewhat | 

better than the i nchefler ſtandard, as our ö buſhel: in this _ 


' neighbourhood is conſiderably better. 


In the ſeventh place, I am taught a they have is little ; 
5 graks, or weed, in their wheat, that though they mow it, ; 


it is uſually fit for the ſtack in four days. 


In the eighth place, I learn that their almoſt- Fer Eh ma- 5 
nure is e is made of their firaw, «nd the folding of their 


- : ſheep on the fallow, 


Some gentlemen * have built lime kilns. and given lime, T0 
. burat from their own ſtone, to their tenants; and this has 
been laid on in different quantities, but ſeems too hot for 

=: their ſoil. However, they own to me that they believe, 
that a mixture of lime and flraw manure, or lime and earth, 
might do well; but having great ſucceſs in their preſent . 
7 matagement, they care not to change it. They ſome- 
SH Con . times 
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times ſow hand manure, as pigeons dung, Sc. but this in 
no great quantities. 
In the ninth place, the olds farmers plough their fallows 
for wheat four times. The firſt ploughing is betwixt Can- 
dlemas and Lady-day; and the main difference betwixt the 


management of farmers on the high and low wolds is, that 


: the former only /ightly plough, or ripple, their fallows the firſt 
year, ſetting in their plough at a great diſtance from its laſt. 
track; the latter plough their fallows as well at firſt as ever. 


The ſecond ploughing is betwixt Lady-day and May- day. 


They lead out their fold-garth manure, and ſeale, or ſpread | 
mx immediately from the Waggon, and then follow with the 
6 plough. = 
_ Having finiſhed belt barley feed cake, they begin inflandy = 
with their third ploughing: and when I told them, that 1 
thought they gave not the manure time enough to mellow 
7 with the earth ploughed on to it; they anſwered, that if 
they gave it more time, the thiſtles, their main enemy, 
would get too great head. If a man's ardors (or orgs ) : 
be conſiderable, he will not finiſh before Juh. 
The laſt ploughing is what precedes ſowing. Tbe 
ee on the low wolds have their wheat lands in ſuch 
fine order, that they verily believe that none can excel 
them; and, indeed, their circumſtances confitered, , few « 8 
none can. . 1 . 
In the tenth EY though they hood: great embers of i 
cxen to eat their ſtraw, and create manure, they plough 
entirely with horſes. When I expreſſed my wonder ah” 
this, I was anſwered, that an ox-draught was too flow _ 
for them. They e can plough an acre and a | half, or two. 
N actes, in a day. 95 
„Their oxen Jead- out their” manures, ad ld ds thetr - 
= Gai, and do nothing elſe. Their roads are ſo bad that 
they cannot carry out their corn to market in waggons, 
but on horſe-back. But if good roads were once made, 
though at conſiderable expence, their oxen would become 
far more valuable, as they would do more work, and the 
expence of working their land be much leſs; horſes with 
3 them ſeldom Siving en money, and being kept better tban 
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- oxen require, If oxen be a flower draught, they might 
| aftord to have two draughts going at once. 

In the laſt place, I Nan that they raiſe their corn ſtacks 
upon bearers of wood laid acroſs two walls, about fix or 
eight foot in height, and about three foot in breadth at the 


bottom. Theſe walls are of an uncommon conſtruction, 
being compoſed of alternate lays of clay and firaw, though _ 
the latter much leſs conſiderable than the former, Theſe, © 


with a little occaſional repairs, will laſt above forty years: 
however, they ſometimes come down, with great loſs of 
corn above, and of cattle underneath them. "Theſe walls 


alſo harbour rats in great numbers: but their want of pro- 


per ftone near hand occaſions the continuation of them. 
However, a Stafirdſrire farmer, lately come among them, 
Has raiſed pillars of brick, covered wich flags, for a ſupport 
of their ſtacks; ; and the cy _ e diſpoſed to follow 
his example.. - | 


- "= (& 8 ſenüble people : are well convinced of the waſte of . 
ſtraw, the ſource of their manure, which thatching of houſes 


occaſions; 3 aid alſo what harbour ſuch covering gives to rats 


and mice; and their new buildings are all covered with tile, . 


though this among them is a bad commodity. 


If the ſociety for encouragement of arts, Oc. feod for 


i mowers of wheat from the wolds, 1 ſhall eſteem it an 


| honour to Tecelve and execute their commands; 4 and am, 5 


to > them and you, 


| GENTL LEMEN, 
Faſt Newton, 5 An humble ſervant, „ 
April 185 1764. 1 85 7 HOMAS 5 Counen, jun®, | 


: . 8. As I ſhall okably n never write more to you upon 
the ſubje&t of wheat, my favourite crop, 1 would here e 

33 ES: mark, . 
ES We cannot bak thank Me: 8 foe the Gn very 5 
valuable piece, and could wiſh our other correſpondents would _ 


follow his laudable example, and ſend us accounts of the ſtate 5 
of agricuꝰ ture in their reſpective neighbourhoods. The common 


methods of huſbandry can by no means be fo much improved 


as by a communication of knowledge, founded on experience, 
from one part of the kingdom to another; and to anſwer. this 5 


deſire ble purpoſe 1 is Our work calculated. B. 
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mark, that great judgment is required to know when it 


' thould be ſown ander, and when above furrow, as the for- 
mer method would, i in ſome places, bury, and i in the latter 


Aar ve it. 


Ov" 18, 1 8 


NUMBER ILXXV. 


Refi on newly -propoſed Methods of Stacking of Wheat, 5 
and of preventing the Smut in Wheat ; with Cautions rela- 


tive to Managing of Wheat in the Field in a wet Seaſon ; 


| Feeding of it down with Sheep; and Sowing of IWheat too 
Ihick. With a Poſtſcript, about the amazing Uſefulneſs 
* Pigeons to Procure 5 * f SOM” rem the 


= e Gentleman. 


| GenTLaMEN, 


Was much pleaſed with as titles oc: two pieces i in ds 
firſt publication towards your Second Volume, as one 
— a preſervative againſt rain when wheat is gathered; 
and the other, a cure of that enemy to the fineneſs of 
wheat flour, ſmut, But on peruſal of the pieces, I am 


afraid that neither of chem can be depended on as very 


efficacious, at leaſt, as not attended with Ir: incon- = 
Veniencies. 1 . 


It may ſeem material; whether we - cal} your « corre- 


| ſpondent V. Z's method of preſerving eathered wheat from = 
rain, with him, Hacking, or, as ſeems much more proper, 
ſhocking, or ſtuking : yet there is indeed a very material 
difference; for ſhocking, or /icoking, is only a temporary 
e preſervative, yet of the utmoſt conſequence in a rainy or 
uncertain ſeaſon. And as the common methods of ſtacking 
are found ſufficient preſervatives againſt rain, if your cor- 
reſpondent has given us an unexceptionable method of - 
5 hocting, or Hooking, I think he has given us more 
than he promiſed. But 1 am much afraid this is not 


oe caſe. 
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Le aſſures us, indeed, (page 35) that the propoſed method 


will preſerve wheat, without any danger from the inclemency 


of the weather, for two months in the field, Now, as 


the two months ſucceeding wheat harveſt” are always very 


| buſy ones for the farmer, and often very wet, if this aſſer- 

tion be well founded in fact, it is a great acquiſition to 
agriculture, But as we Inoue nothing of the fact, gentle- 
men, before we try ſo dangerous an experiment as may ruin 


a great part of a fine crop of wheat, we muſt examine it 


on the foot of reaſon and GEE, and na it with 


the preſent eſtabliſhed method. 


As your correſpondent” s deſeription of the new . is 
very ſhort, T will give it in his own. words, eſpecially as. 
the Number containing his deſcription may not be at the 
hand of every reader of this . which i is 88 intelli- 


gible without it. 


They ſet one ſheaf upright, with the ears e 5 

> RS and round that they place a circle of many other ſheaves, | 
4 with the ears uppermoſt, inclining on the firſt ſheaf, Then 
86 they lay an horizontal circle of ſheaves, with all the ears 
ein the centre, and they cover thoſe ears in the middle | 


„ with a looſe ſbeaf or two.” 


It is to bewiſhed that your 3 bad denn i more e par- 5 
; We in his account. He does not tell us whether this „ 
as he calls it, is made immediately after the wheat is gathered, Sore 
or after it has had field room in ſome other manner, though 
this circumſtance is very material towards a right judgment 
of its uſe efulneſs, and even of the expedition, He does not _ 
tell us, whether by a circle of many other ſheaves he means 7 
a circle of one row of ſheaves, or of more, though this cir- 


7 cumſtance too is very material. 


Iwill now give a ſhort, but, 1 1 fo e deſcription 


: of the method of ſtooking uſed in Yorkſhire, &c. 


cc Ten ſheaves are diſpoſed i in two rows, each row leaning 
« againſt the other: then two ſheaves are laid on the top, 
«ſons to meet at the centre e with their tails, and to myo 


4 downwards. 
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Nov to compare the methods, I muſt obſerve, Firſt, that 


in your cor reſpondent's the ſheaves appear to be ſet ſo cloſe 
as to exclude a free courſe of air, moſt eſſential to give, 
pereſerve, or reſtore, dryneſs to corn; whereas in ours, the 

air has a free courſe, whether it bear againſt one or other 


end of the ſtook, or even againſt either fide of it. 


Secondly, in your correſpondent's method, only /ame Joſe 
ears are laid as a cover to the whole ſtook ; and thoſe cannot 

| reaſonably be ſuppoſed long to reſiſt the beating of the rain, 
but to tranſmit it to all, or many of the ears below them, 
which they are ſuppoſed to cover: and if we conſider what : 
violent winds often viſit us in, and ſom after, the harveſt, 

we ſhall readily allow, that theſe looſe ears may reaſonably 


be expected to be blown off, and become no cover; nay, to 


be blown about and away, and often totally loft ; whereas, in 

our method, the cloſeneſs and weight of two of the beſt 

ſheaves in the twelve may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be a 
good cover, and to continue ſo, and hardly to be blown off 


| by any wind, if carefully laid on; at leaſt, not to be blown 


away, but fo as ſoon to be replaced. 

5 Thirdly, the flat poſition of your e cover, 5 
muſt make it liable extremely to receive all the rain that 
_ deſcends, and tranſmit it to what lies beneath; whereas the 

1 Doping poſition of our cap ſheaves neither expoſes them to 
receive directly, nor to retain, nor tranſmit the rain to the 
corn below, but to throw it off, eſpecially as the tails of the 

| ſheaves, in which the ſtraw is thickeſt and ſtrongeſt, re- 
ceive the moſt of the rain, which can do them little or no 
harm, and eſpecially if the tails of theſe ſheaves be thruſt 
cloſely together. In ſhort, gentlemen, your correſpondent” ' 
method ſeems to threaten that dreadful malady, mow- zurn, 
whilſt ours gives the corn all poſlible word 5 ity: VIZ. 


; ry of ſun and wind. 


It is of great Es e to the lie. as » well 
as individuals, to guard againſt every ſpecies of deſtruction to 
ſo valuable a crop as wheat is, in every ſtage, but more eſpe- 
Cially in its laſt, in which almeſt all the expence is over: 
therefore, Mr. Y. Z's aſſertion, that his method of ſtacking 
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22 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
is adopted in Suſſex, Surry, Kent, and many other ſouthern 


counties, made me more ſolicitous to examine it; and 


ſince, on a fair compariſon with our Veręſbire method, it 
appears to have every diſadvantage, I perſuade myſelf I 
am doing my duty to my country by ſhewing to many 
counties a much better method than that wn they have 
adopted. 1 


Your nameleſs 3 in Vol. II. -Nwmb; Iv. 


page 20, lays down a theory of ſmut, which may, gentle- i 
men, be ingenious, but is ſurely very precarious, N 
That too long a detention of the ear in the hoſe, and the 
plant's natural humidity, occaſion a fermentation, which de- 
ſtroys all the ſmall veſlels by which the corn receives 
nouriſhment ; that the contents hence become black, dry, 
and dufly; that theſe imbibe moiſture to make them burſt 
the ſkin; that becoming dry again, they yet retain fiery 
| poiſon enough to ſcorch and infect the ſound corn by the 
dloſſom, are mere e which N . 
will not admit. | 
 & Pruftra fit per plura quad fat per  pauciora,” is an allowed 5 
axiom of ſound philoſophy. Why then, gentlemen, ſhould 
we not rather ſuppoſe the ſmutty ears to be infected airceiů 
| by fiery mineral particles riſing from the earth into the air, 
than adopt your nameleſs correſpondent's | round- about : 
method? Nut wt we do 182 5 we can Pay: no regard to his : 
practical cure. - 855 
| He does not tell us, that be has: tried FRY experinient of. 
- gathering the blighted ears, and found it ſucceed, by his 
5 preventing all mut! in his crop. He ſeems rather to recom- 
mend it on the foot of probability; ; whereas he ought by 
| have told us all the circumſtances of the experiment, if he 
had madeit; and it is natural to believe, that he would - 
| have related the experiment if made. But I muſt further 
tell this gentleman, that if he had gathered the blighted F/ |; 
and had no ſmut in his corn that year, he could not rightly . 
conclude from this experiment, even though repeated 
with ſucceſs, that he had found the true Tube 1 for 
rains, &c, might prevent the ſmut, However, if gather- 
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ing the blighted ears in one flat of wheat, and leaving them 
in another in the ſame year, in circumſtances ſeeming equal, 


may evince the gathering of theſe blighted ears to be a 


prattical cure, and conſequently well worth the labour, yet 


we mult enquire further, whether it can be conducted 


without ſuch inconveniencies ED d over-balance the advan- 55 


tage. 


with his hand break off, and carry away in a bag, every, 
blighted ear when Juſt ſpindled. 


Now a perſon going up a furrow cannot ſurely with his 


| hand reach many of the blighted ears towards the middle of 


the land. He muſt then, to execute your nameleſs corre- 
ſpondent' s ſcheme, go among the ſpindled corn; and how 
much miſchief he muſt do by thus going amongſt it, can- 


not be aſcertained, but appears likely to be fo great, True the 
remedy may be worle than the diſcaſe. 


1 ö8muſt now, gentlemen, mention ſome cautions. with 
5 regard to he. e of corn whilft it t ſtands 1 in the 
field. 
l the wheat be fully r ripe when cutten, 1 not full of 
araſs or weeds, it will require very little field- room; eſpeci- 1 
ally if it be put into a barn, and that have proper air= _ 
huobles; ſo that the firſt caution ſhould be, to > ſtack e as — 
5 ſoon as ever it can be ſtacked with ſafety. | 


The ſecond caution may be, to leave the cap, or top 


ſheaves, to receive the benefit of the ſun and alt all the d, 4 5 


_ While we lead the reſt to the barn or ſtack. 


The third is, if the weather has been very wet, whilſt 
= the corn had field- room, to looſe the bands of ſuch ſheaves ” 
as have received moſt damage, eſpecially. of the cap 
ſheaves, and open them to the /un and air before A 
N led. By this means, with a little trouble, the leaſt- 
dry may be pate from the better corn, and Racked by 5 
: itſelf. | | „ 
1 think, gentlemen, the only n means of improving. out | 
3 method of ſtooking to as great perfection as the nature of 
8 the thing admits, is, to find out a coeah and ready way of 


Vor. II. No.zo, Ll connecting 


He orders ſome perſon to £0 along every fartow, nd | 
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connecting the two cap ſheaves, which, in the preſent _ 

courſe, ſometimes fall off by the weight of the oath, and oc- 
cCaſion great loſs in the ſtook. YT 

I think it no difficulty to find ſuch, and dare 57 

ſeveral ways will ſuggeſt themſelves ſo readily, that 1 
need not ſuggeſt one or two which juſt now ner them- 5 
ſelves to me. 
The feeding of wech in hk on «the eld of bent is 
5 eonſide red by many ſenſible farmers as a problematical prac- 
tice, which can be rightly determined only by an accurate a 
: examination of all circumſtances, _ 


Tf the wheat be not luxuriant, or not al rooted : if the 


” Ge be turned on to it in too great numbers, or ſuffered to 
ſtay too long; if dry weather for a conſiderable time ſuc- 


ceed the feeding, the crop may ſuffer greatly, and in con- 


trary circumſtances may be benefited by the ſheep, eſpecially 
as their feet will ſettle the clods, if crumbly, about the 
roots, and their dung, Wine, ande even n lying, warm and 
_ enrich the ſoil. = 
. apprehend, gentlemen, * owing of much ſeed c on $i 
wheat” land is a very general fault of farmers, and their 
notion that this thick ſowing prevents the weeds, often 
2 a great miſtake. The thicker the young plants are, the ; 
weaker, and the more power the 1 WEEUS Will have to over- 
top W e 5 
A plant of wheat requires 60 much e ee to fill ; 
: well all the ears which may ſpring from it, that it demands _ 
à conſiderable circumference of ſoil for its ſupport; and 
weeds may be probably prevented by god tillage before the 
ſowing, or, at leaſt, by care afterwards; nor can I be- 
lieve the horſe hocing 1 ſo N 2 to FAN crop 


5 . a8 this e., 


. am, GEN TI EMI, 
Fal Newte ton, "= Our: conſtant correſpondent, ; 
April 14, 17 764. ä Tuouas 8 AKs a 


P. 8. ee a centlemian, - near r eighty, told: me a 


5 ſtory, which fo aal 0 80 the nennt uſe funds of 2 
|  PigroNGs 
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. pigpons, not only by their dung, but even by their devour- 
faculty, to produce a good wheat crop in ſome 
Pes that I muſt think it well worth a record in your 
ee ES | 
Above forty years ago t this gentleman coming to Tuxfork, 
in Nottinghamſhire, in his way to, or from, London, aſked 
the maſter of the inn if he had not a pigeon-pye, as uſual 
in that ſeaſon; Tuxford being as famous for pigeons as for a 
ſtrong clay, and its produce, wheat. The landlord an- 
ſwered, that the farmers being perſuaded that every pigeon 
| eats a load of corn in a year, had agreed to deſtroy their 
courts. © But,” added he, © we find, that without 
„ pigeons we can grow no corn, and muſt re · people Que-- 
C courts with all poſſible expedition.“ The gentleman 
7 5 being curious to know the reaſon, the landlord continued, 
ur ſoil is ſo full of the ſeeds of hetlecks, that they 
now overſh-ot and deſtroy our corn, and we find by ex- 
e perience that our pigeons preferred theſe ſeeds to any corn 
„whatever; and that in deſtroying of our Pigeons we baue . 
«run a great riſque to deſtroy ourſelves. = 
5 Tis highly probable, that the ſeeds of many other weeds 
are in like manner preferred by pigeons to any corn, juſt = 
as cats prefer the fleſh of mice to any other, and that in 
many places we ſhould have much better crops of wheat, Ec, 
if we encouraged pigeons more. „„ 
It is worth the while to 1 5 in what degree pigeons. are 
fond of ſeveral ſeeds of weeds* ; and in particular, how 
they ſtand affected to the 88 0 of mellifet, which gives ſo 
diſagreeable a taſte to the fineſt wheat, as to render it in a 
manner uneatable, at the ſame time that it is fo ſmall as 
ſccarcely to be ſeparated from the corn. By the bye, how 
cautious, gentlemen, ſhould the farmer be, leſt, in buying - 
of ſeed wheat, he buy the ſeeds of weeds, which may colt 
bim angle pains to eradicate | 1 would adviſe Ser! one, 


Lt FFF | before 


* We 3 this matter to the conſideration of 6 our in- 


ns  pevlous correſpondents. . 
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before bs ſows any wheat, to uſe ſome of it in pud- 


dings, &c. as well as in bread, and to engage ſome perſon 
of exquilite taſte to give his pinie. 
e 25 icy 2 | | * 
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NUMBE E R IXXVI. 


Refutions on Wheat, as to 1 Binding, and Shocking | ? 


of it. From the 0w ae. 


Grvrizurn, 1 


S wheat is a moſt aluable crop, 1 ſhall add. 2 ber . 


. miſcellaneous reflections upon it. 


I. In note“ on page 94 of your laſt month's publication, 
you refer to a method of Racking, or flocking, corn in the 
| field, to be found in page 35 of your Second Vale; ; but 
I have already ſent you (fee the preceding letter) a fair ex- 
amination of this: method, * which it will appear a y | 
dangerous one. 
II. Your correſpondent, as old Eſir Farmer, tix 
Numb. XXXIII. page 107, of your laſt month's publica- 
tion) calls the bucking, or ſtocking, in the common method, 
| with cap ſheaves, a very dangerous method, This I have, 
FT: think, ſhewn to be the beſt yet invented ; and nothing „ 
which this gentleman has | advanced. Adar 1 me to think EN 
; dangerous. ns N 1 
Indeed he owns, that 40 If the ſheaves were 85 when 
0 the traves were ſet up from an expectation of its raining, 
it is of great ſervice; but if the ſheaves are firſt ſuffered 
| © to be wet, ten to one but the corn ſweats, ſprouts, and 
Fro, by being ſo cloſe confined from the action of the 
"YE air.“ Now this method of ſhocking, as I have ſhewn 
in the paper above referred to, gives the freeſt courſe 410 
the air of any that bas been thought of; nor does it appear 
that any can be invented, in Which the corn is ſo little 
confined, | or ſo well preſerved i in the field from wet. I. hate 
5 ns degree 55 
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degree of wet which will happen in a rainy ſeaſon to c ora 
thus ſhocked ſeems unavoidable. 


III. There ſeems to be one difference betwirt the 


methods of ſhocking cenſured by your correſpondent, and 
recommended by me, vis, I hat he ſuppoſes ſix ſheaves 
on a fide, and two to cap them; whereas I only ſuppoſe 
five on each fide, fo that the two cap ſheaves will fully 
f cover all the reſt. 5 
IV. It is ſurpriſing that your e correſpondent, 
after he has owned that capping the ſheaves when dry is 
of great ſervice, ſhould add, After all, I am apt to think 
that it is full as well not to cap the ſhocks; for if the rain 
© is not very heavy and conſtant indeed, the ears, provided 
« they do not touch the ground, will dry nearly as faſt as 
cc they are wetted. ”. You ſee, gentlemen, that your cor- 
_ reſpondent ſuppoſes, that if the rain is not very heavy and 
conſtant, yet the ears will dry only nearly as faſt as they are 
- wetted ; conſequently that they will be wetter than if they 
were covered, and e cannot ** 815 as well as i n 
they were covered. 85 
Ihe plain truth is, though the rain be not very EE and ; 
conflant, yet much of it will fink into the ſhocks if un- 
covered, far below their ſurface, and indeed below the 5 


per of the action of ſun and wind. 


Ik this were not the caſe, can your correlpondant cv. 
. bis readers to predict 8 0 the rain will not be very heavy 
and conſtant? Surely no. What then muſt come of 
thoſe farmers, who, perſuaded by him, that if the rain 
be not very heavy and conflant, their uncovered ſhocks will 
de little worſe, leave them uncovered when the rains TR . 
very heavy and conſtant? | Sp 
V. As to his method of unbinding ſheaves wack waned; 55 
ſpreading and drying them by 4 ſun, I have recom- 
mended it in the paper above mentioned: only here I muſt 
obſerve, that in ny method ſcarcely any but the cap fhieaves 
will want this aſſiſtance ; whereas in his all the ſheaves, 
3” being _ uncovered, will equal! iy want it; and * 
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piece of always tedious, and often DO TIN 1 labour it 


| will prove. 


VI. If your correſpondent! s method, of drying on a 1 5 
Kiln ears of wheat much wetted, will render it nearly, and 
ſometimes quite as good as if it had ſuffered no rain, it is an 
uſeful diſcovery, for which he certainly deſerves the thanks 
of the public. But two great abatements of its uſefulneſs _ 
offer themſelves: one is, that this drying appears to be a 
very critical operation, as a too quick, or tao-long- continued 
fire may ſpoil the tate, if not the ſubſtance, of the corn: 
and the other is ſtill worſe, viz, That however ſkilful 
an operator may be, few farmers can either have malt-kilns | 
of their own, or procure thoſe of others for this EY 


without a very great expence. 


VII. One of you, gentlemen, thinks that the foreign me- 
thod of mowing of wheat has the advantage over ours, in caſe 
the corn be weedy, becauſe then it may be neceſſary to let 
it lie in wads two or three days without binding, and then 
more an one attendant on each mower would be un- 
neceſſary. (See your note“ on page 95 of your Second 
Volume.) 1 muſt be allowed with candour to reflect on this 
note, that this matter is not ſo certain as you apprehend Ks 

The more weeds there are in corn, the more it will . 
ſweat, &c. if rain fall upon it when cutten; and, therefore, N 
though I allow that corn will require more field- room in 
proportion to the weeds it has mingled with it, I cannot 
allow that it is always prudent to give it this field- room in 
wads. When there is a moral certainty of fair weather for 
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two or three days, and the corn is very weedy, I would 1 F 


indeed adviſe rather to let it lie expoſed to ſun and wind 
than immediately to bind it; otherwiſe, . would have it 
ſtooked in the manner recommended in my paper above . 
5 mentioned, for thus it Will have a free courſe of air to 
dry the e and be: in a rs meaſure FOO: from, e 
. | | | 
- VIII. Hamas... even in 4 2 of. the corn's being 
very weedy, and the weather very fine, there is 2 method, N 
. SC of - 
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managing it preferable either to immediate binding or leaving 
it expoſed two or three days to the chance of rain; and 
this is, to employ perſons to follow the mower, and ſhake 
or gather out, at leaſtwiſe, all the large weeds ; for theſe 
certainly, by their ſweat in the mow or ſtack, greatly pre- 
judice the colour, and probably the ta/te of the wheat; and 
| theſe weeds raked together will eaſily become manure 8 
the ſoil which produced them. 


IX. In a paper addreſſed to you, gentlemen, (ſe No. 


- ILXXIV. of this Volume) I have ſhewn, that in all pro- 
bability the ſmaller attendance required by foreign mowers 
of wheat is occaſioned by the greater thinneſs of their 
_ crops, certainly from the leſs quantity which they mow; 
ſo that no concluſion in favour of the foreign method of 
mowing of wheat, compared with our domeſtic, can be fairly 
| deduced from the leſs attendance ſuppoſed to be Eat 


by the former. 
X. And here, 88 let me aſk, wh to the copy 


; of the certificate of the effects of mowing wheat with 
; the Hainault ſcythe, publiſhed in your Muſeum for laſt 
month, we have only the initials of names? TE people 
— deſign by their certificate to give credit to a fact, they 
| ſhould ſurely give their names; and initials are no names. 
I will forbear to aſk ſuch queſtions. on this occaſion 28 the 
5 ſabject naturally ſuggeſts. The beſt we can ſay of it - 
is, that ſuch /nking of names was an inſtance of falſe mo- _ 
deſty in the perſons ſigning, if they inſiſted that only the | 
" initials ſhould be publiſhed, or of the perſon, Who, in in 
= order to this publication, thus curtailed tbe. 5 
Xl. I am aſtoniſhed at one affertion of the Northampton- 
So Shs farmers in this certificate, VIZ, Aan when 1 7 threſn 
5 their wheat, they « untie not K leaf. 


. We would recommend i it to our 5 to 1 very cautious 


has they uſe weeds as a manure, though they may ſeem _ 

thoroughly rotted ; for if they have ſtood till the ſeeds of them 
are perfected in the veſſels, they ſeldom fail producing a 
plentiful crop of their ſeveral kinds i in the land « on which "ey 
> are laid. te 
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Every one knows, that while the ſheaf remains tied, the 


| ears which lie nearer the floor are as a ſoft bed to the ears 
which lie in the midſt of the ſheaf, ſo that much corn 
about the middle of the ſheaf will remain TUNER, though | 
the ſheaf be turned “. 
This is a fact fo well known, that when frets would 
make their worſe corn good provender, they lay down the 5 
| ſheaves tied, and ſtrike them on each fide, and then give 
them to their cattle. But who would think of being thus 
waſteful of fo valuable a crop as that of wheat? It is ſur- 
| prifing that theſe farmers ſhould be thus waſteful: and it nn 
is as ſurpriſing why they ſhould mention this practice here; 
for they are arguing to prove, that the ſtraw is better for 
thatch when mewn, than when cut with the fickle (as it 
certainly is); and the circumſtance of not untying the ſheaf _ 
bas nothing to do with this as it is no way connected with _ 
either method of reaping. Only I muſt add, that the worſe | 
threhed the corn is, the worſe for thatching is the ftraw ; _ 
as every grain which remains in the ſheaf when it is wetted . 
for thatching will ſprout ſuddenly, and cauſe the cover of 
the houſe to rot. And here, by the bye, let me exliort 5 
the farmer to be very cautious how he lets his corn to 
khreſh by the great, eſpecially his wheat and rye; for unleſs = 
| his threſher is very honeſt, he will be tempted to improve 
his wages by threſhing the ſheaves ill, as he well knows 
that be: 2 58 out much more corn at the firſt ſtroke 5 
| | | | | theaf, 5 


* We maſt able that withiss twenty male 3 Tae 9355 
nothing is more common than to threſh wheat ſheaves without 
5 unbinding them; and the reaſon for this practice is, that the 
ſtraw is in this method preſerved in a more ſaleable condition, 
in order to be ſent to the London market, where many thouſand _ 
| loads are ſold in a year at a high price, to ſerve as litter for 
horſes, and if the trufſes were not handſome, the price of the 
load of ſtraw would in proportion abate. As to the ſmall quan- 
tiities of corn that are in this method left! in the ear, the farmer 
RE thinks it not worth his conſideration; and in fact it is but little; 
for in the rich lands round the metropolis there are very few 
ſtinted or under ears, ſo that when they come to be threſhedj _ 
they nearly all lie at the end of the ſheaf, expoſed to > the fail, i 
the ſtraws. cing moſtly of one length. = 


#4 COMMERCIALE, 26 
ſneak; than at two afterwards, He who does let his corn 


by the great to threſh, had need to examine the ſtraw, or 


be will be a great loſer of corn, and the unſuſpicious buyet 
of his ſtraw, of a good covering. I have heard of prudent 


people who have threſhed again the ſtraw they bought, and 


been well paid for their labour, both by the corn they 
gained, and che improved condition of the — for = 
thatch. | 
XII. One of you, gentletnen; has; i in note 4 to page 94 4 
of your Second Volume, ſuggeſted an ingenious method of 
preventing the inconveniencies of tos large and burſting 
ſheaves: but, if you conſider the matter well, you will find 
| that this expedient is not really — to > the inconve- 
1 nience to be removed. 
Ihe binder muſt wks the quantity which his eevetiire 
- niowet cuts. If he is hurried, he will be obliged to take 
every method of expedition. It is obvious, that the fewer 
| ſheaves he has to make, the quicker he will diſpatch his 
work. He will, therefore, thruſt all that ever he can into 
every band; and therefore the ſhorter the bands are made, 
by your propoſals, the more neceſſitated he will find himſelf 
do thruſt whatever he can into one ſheaf, and tho more dan- 
ger there will be of the ſheaf's burſting, 
If a maderate quantity is put into the band; this will | 
be ſtrong enough to hold its contents; though the parts af 
it be united cloſe to the ears; for the band ſeldom breaks 
there, unleſs it be made of too ſmall a quantity, or of corn 
much tendered. But the band burſts uſually where it is : 
| twiſted round the ſheaf, and therefore the making the band 
| ſhorter will be a temptation to the binder to leave it too 
| ſhort to tie cloſe enough; ſo that the only effectual method, 
| gentlemen, to prevent too large and ill. bound ſheaves, is, 
to allow the mowers ſufficient binders ; and, indeed, the . 
loſs of a few burſlen or ill-dried ſheaves is always more 
than the expence of one additional binder to a number of 
- mowers. I am, GeNTLEMEN, 7 
Faſt- Newton, lend candid correſpondent, — 
"THOMAS n 1 
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P. S. I intend, if I have life and health, and can attend 


| p great rape-ſhearing in this conſtablery this ſummer, to give 
you an account of it *, that you may ſee what difference 


there is. betwixt our method of reaping it, and that of your 


c.orreſpondent in your Muſeum for the laſt month. * 
page 79 of this volume.) „ : 
Pray amend the following errata in my dane In Vol.I. 


page 441, line 26, the word and, betwixt the words 


theſe and ſeveral, is omitted. In Vol. II. page 97, line 10, 
the point; which ſtands after ate, ſhould ſtand after 


farmer, lo Page 151 line 31, for thin read Hint. 


Y * 
. 5 
: : 4 - 
G: Ds . 
1 p = . emma. _ — 
* — * * * W — 
* 1 
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. bf, on fore. Primar propoſed iy hs: Cie » <— 
© Encouragement of Arts, &c. for Improvements in Agricul- 
ture; and another very remarkable Premium never deter- 
„ d. Contained i in 4 1 Tur 855 Ju og rae ml 


: the Editors; 3 


Gs riz uv, 


5 The: account of the 9 from this ingenious g gen- ; 
9755 1 will give us ſingular pleaſure, and we have not the leaſt _ 
doubt of its being very uſeful to our readers. We hope Mr. 
Comber will excuſe our omitting a paragraph or two at the 
beginning of his letter; but as we are ſtinted for room to oblige _ 
our numerous correſpondents, and the paſſages related more te 
us than the 92 hs we N we : WIGHT venture to 9 601 it with - 


- you are 3 of the bociety for Sede ent T 
af arts, Cc. it cannot be i improper to addreſs to you | 
| obſervations on ſome of their en ee for im- 
- kae in agriculture. 1 . 5 
I am glad to ſee them continue to math, premiums for 
the advaneement of the ſcience of cultivation of the earth, 
zs all improvements in arts, manufattures, and commerce, 
5 muſt 5 their e in the fruits of the ts: 5 
5 . 5 | Whethet | 
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Whether or no the premiums aſſigned to encourage im- 


LE | provements in agriculture be ſo conſiderable as to bear that 
* 5 proportion to the premiums aſſigned to encourage the fine 
1 arts, which care of the foundation ſhould bear to care of the 


1 ; ſuperſtructure, 1 pretend not to determine; nor fhall I here 
FT attempt any enquiry towards the determination. The ſub- 
— je is in itſelf very nice, and perhaps can hardly be de- 
termined with preciſion after much enquiry, I here intend 
dh, gentlemen, to obſerve, that there are ſome circum- 
ſtances attending the preſent ſet of premiums for advance 
of agriculture, which ſeem not to have been ſufficiently « con- 
ſidered to ſecure the effect propoſed by them. The chief 7 
| circumſtance of this ſort, which I would infiſt upon, is, the 3 
0 ſhortneſs of time allowed for perſons | to become lune 
For ſome of theſe premium. 5 
Por inſtance, it is confeſſed by all who'+ write on the 5 
=. culture of burnet, that the ſucceſs in a great meſure de- 
pends on the care that is taken of the e of the - 
1 earth with a particular view to this crop. Sy 
Mr. Rocque, to whom the candidates are directed r in- 
00 in regard to its culture, has ipformed the public, 
that the earth ſhould be trenched, and that by the middle 
of May, in order to be ſown in the middle of June. (See 
page 460, and page 462, of your Firſt Volume.) Now the 
publication of this premium appeared to us in the North _ 
for the firſt time: the: day dee yeſterday, the 20th. of 5 
. 
. body at all acquainted with huſbandry N that 5 
at this ſeaſon a prudent huſbandman has determined, a- 
| cording to his circumſtances of want of ſeveral grains, the _ eg oY 
mamanner in which he will employ his ground for the arable. — 
Preſent year; and as no land is now unſown but that , 
1 q intended for tur neps, coleſeed, or wheat, and rye; and _ 
turneps are a preparative crop for burnet ; (fee Mr. Rocgue, Dy 
tf ſup.) it is not probable that any body will give up | 
_ almoſt-certain proſpect of ſo valuable a crop as that of 
rape, or hard corn, and begin to trench his land after the 
- time di rected by Mr. Rocqus, for the very precarious pro- 
- Mm 2 3 bet 
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ſpect of a reward. for ſowing the greateſt — ES ground = 

with burnet, © | 
Mr. Rocque, indeed, firm, that harnet may be ſowed a3 
late as . ſuguſt, and conſequently thoſe who ſow it then 
may become candidates for theſe premiums. But a reaſon- 
able man will conſider, that it is not likely that his crop 


| ſhould be ſo good as if it was ſown more early, and there 


fore will be diſcouraged from ſowing burnet this year. By 2 
the account which Mr. Rocque gives (in page 308 of your 


Firſt Volume) the þurnet which isfown in May may be mown 
even for ſeed in July; and this is ſo great an advantage, — 


Which he who bas reſolved timely to ſow burnet has over 


= him who muſt ſow it in conſequence of the publication 8 


| theſe premiums, that it is ſtill more probable, that the 


2 publication of them will not incline one perſon to ſow burnet 


this year, who would not otherwiſe have ſowed it; and yet 


it is moſt evident that the jnducing people to ſow it, wha 


would not otherwiſe have ſowed it, ought 50 be the only 


3 5 end of publiſhing theſe premiums. = Eee 
If any member of the ſociety was at my Abo whilſt 5 
rite this, he would perhaps ſay, “ You will ſee, fir, that 
8 the event will confute your reaſonings; wunden will 
<< offer themſelves candidates for theſe premiums.” To _ 
this I would anſwer, «<1 dare ſay, fir, they will,” = 
Rocgue has lately ( February 16th) told us, (page 462 " = 


Vol. I. of Muſeum Rufticum ) that he has had ſuch a demand . 


ſor burnet-ſeed as to have none * left. Theſe early buyers 
then will be the candidates, at leaſt, in all probablity, the 


5 only ſucceſsful ones ; and the proſpect of their being ſo will 


probably deter all others from attempting to become ſuch. 
: On the whole, gentlemen, it ee natural to brenne = 


2: as FA would be 8 from 3 any fs from. vying GO 


to raiſe burnet this very year, I will not ſuggeſt that the pro- 


bability of being diſappointed on an application to Mr. Roceque 
for the ſeed ought to hinder perſons from applying ; * but, from-------- 
my knowledge of human nature, I conclude ut thas provepuuy 3 


will have this effec, Conz. 5 


PPP. dna ie eee. SIGNAL 
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that the deſign of fo late propoſing premiums for the ſowing 
of burnet in this year was not to allure more huſbandmen 
to ſow, but to reimburſe the expence of the ſeed, &c. to 
ſuch of the members of the ſociety as had already ſown, 
or were juſt about to ſow, and had a moral certainty that 
the quantities they ſhould ſow would _— OP the 5 


Pr emiums. 


1 look upon the ile of ths ſociety for bs 
0 couraging of arts, Sc. to be a great glory and advantage to 
the nation, I ſhould be ſorry to ſee its talents, &c. per- 
verted to the purpoſes of private intereſt in oppoſition to 
national; and yet that this is the caſe ſometimes, is too 
evident from the late conteſt betwixt the members of it, in 
which I wiſh them fes who have the Oe deligns of | 
the ſociety at Wert. . 
Another ee of ſome of theſe newly-propoſed fo 
1 premiums, which ſeems to want amendment, is the ſmall- 
. of. thoſe * o * gathering of en * IT 
| - The value of the time to be e 3 in gathering 4 5 
7 them i in ſo throng a ſeaſon as the ſummer, is very conſider- 
8 able; and the harm which will be done to the meadows 
N by people's treading of them, in order to gather the ſeeds, 
is ſtill more ſo. The quantity to be gathered is large, viz. 
| fifteen and twenty pounds weight of ſome of them; and 
_ thoſe, of which ſmaller quantities are 1 are, in pro- 5 
portion at leaſt, ſcarcer. 
The quantities, how large ſever, which are 1 5 
dre to be produced to the ſociety, no certificates of the 
reality of the quantity being admitted. Now the expence 
of carrying up, and bringing down, for the gatherer's uſe, 
and attendance on the ſociety, is not inconſiderable; and 
atter all, what is the worſt circumſtance, and ſeems leaſt 
reconcileable with ſuch a generous ſpirit as ſhould actuate the 
ſociety, every ſucceſsful candidate, however expenſive his 
Collection, muſt leave the quantity of ſeeds ſtipulated to 
3 entitle him. to become A candidate, the fruit of his la- 
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bour, &7,. for the emolument of the members of the 


| ſociety, 


I muſt add, gentlemen, that as the wana orte of ſreds 8 | 


to be gathered in one meadow may reaſonably be ſuppoſed _ 
to be ripe at very different times, not one trampling of the 
meadow will ſuffice, but ſeveral muſt be ſubmitted to; and 
: therefore the emolument ſhould be proportionally greater. 


In order to be entitled to the premium, the ſeeds muſt 


de gathered by hand, not only clean, but ripe and perfect. | 
Now it is fo very nice a matter to determine when a ſeed is 
rie and pere, that a man's diligence and expence may 
de diſappointed of their reward by captious judges rejecting 
ſeeds as not perfectiy ripe, & c. which nicety may bring his 
collection below the ſtandard required. It is obviouſly, 
_ gentlemen, a work of nicety to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral forts 
of graſſes by help of the beſt deſcriptions and drawings 
which can be had (and theſe cannot be had without con- 
NMaerable expence) ; and as to the original graffes bearing 
feed, though they may be ſeen at the ſociety's room in the 
Strand, yet how few, who would become candidates, fan 
| £0 thither to ſee them? Specimens ſurely ſhould have {Fj _ 
been ſent to the principal parts of the kingdom to be in- : 
ſpected by ſuch as would become gatherers of the ſeeds, 
From all theſe conſiderations it ſeems evident, gentlemen, 
that few perſons are qualified to become candidates for theſe 
| premiums, and therefore the premiums ſhould have been 
advanced much higher than the preſent ten pounds. A 
man qualified to gather theſe ſeeds required, muſt go into 
the meadows of others as well as his own, and he ſhould UE 
de enabled to pay for the neceſſary damage he does. Ls 
I ſhould think, gentlemen, that the time limited for deli- © 
5 very of accounts of the beſt methods of cultivating wheat, bo 
rye, Sc. is alſo much too ſhort, as experiments are to be 
made in the different ways of broad-caft and drill; and the 
; knowledge being acquired, the inſtruments of the new 
Huſbandry are not in/fantly to be gotten, and fields 8 
5 not be  Giſpoſed for the different experiments . 
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ment; yot muſt that wheat and rye be ſown in a "= 
months, of the proof of which an account is to be Siven in 


November, 1765. 


J muſt, however, gentlemen, mention one remarkable 
premium never yet determined, (ſo far as the public knows) 
which ſeems to have failed of the W ſucceſs merely for 
_ want of time, 
An advertiſement was xs publiſhed in 1 May or ue, ſome 

years ago, that the ſociety would give a golden medal to 
the author of the beſt biſtory of the riſe and progreſs of 
£ egriculture, manufactures, and commerce, in Grtat- Britain. 
What time was required to turn over printed books, ſearch 
records, liſten to experiments, reflect on things, metho- 
dite materials, and form them into a connected hiſtory ft. 
e Vet this hiſtory was to be delivered to the ſociety at the end 
of the ſame ſummer. One would have been apt to con- 
clude, that this premium was deſigned for ſome Favourite 
member, who had his hiſtory cut and dried. But . 
no ſuch thing appears; for the author of the continuation of̃ a 
complete hi hiſtory of England tells us gravely, that this geld medal 
Vas given by the ſociety of arts, Ic. but he is tro mode to 
pretend to ſay to whom. I am afraid, on good credit, that 
bone candidate, (who had laboured as hard as it was poſſible) 
© togetber with his h;/fory, which he modeſtly called a fetch, 
ſent to the ſociety a repreſentation of the impoſſibility of 
producing an hiſtory in the time prefixed, and defired his 
own papers might be ſent to an eminent bookſeller in London, 
that he might perfect them, being his only copy, but could 
never recover them, J though. he Knows not * Whole DT 
» fault. EE „ 5 


Jam, Genruewns, : 
. Your frank correſpondent, 
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W T atten 15 a Pratt iſir of the hte; Fa Tuly's 


Method of Huſbandry to the _— r the Culture 
F Lucerne 


| GenTLeMBN, 


A work of this kind will crtainly be uſeful in many 


particulars; but, if contradiftory letters appear, the poor 
farmer, who is intended to be inſtructed, will be at a loſs 

| how to make his choice: and yet I fear that inconvenience 

will often ariſe, to the confuſion of the farmer, whom 
you intend to inſtru, and who is already ſufficiently pre- 

| judiced againſt books, - to | the no {mall Cheek of landed 
rs lm OD 
There are many of your e who dew their 
| Ingenuity and attention by the judicious obſervations theß 

appear to have made: I wiſh they all wrote from the ſame 
fountain, and as ſincerely, that 1 had leiſure to 5 out 
: ſome of their miſtakes. 1 
At preſent I ſhall confine myſelf t to he letter No. LXXXI. 5 
page 339, Vol. I. The author of this letter, if he meant 
do furniſh us with a panegyric upon Mr. Rocque, might 
bave done it without contradicting firſt principles which Ps 
will ever ſtand the teſt of experimental e,, 5 
Mr. Miller will perhaps anſwer for himſelf. The ſuper- 1 
ttition of the Romans in the cultivation of lucern, if we 
may believe tradition, renders their method unworthy the 
practice of the Jevient. ZIA, This ee, Page 330, 

1 on 


Few days ago I received your firſt Six Numbers of | 

the Muſeum e, on 3 1 ave Juſt 8 

through, | 
I perhaps may be liable to cenſars for aying I wiſh the 
letters of your different correfpondents had merit equal to 
the good intentions which, I am willing to _ moved . 
1 their authors to write them. | 
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owns he is againſt innovations in huſbandry, becauſe it is 


difficult to bring the farmer from the old methods; and 
therefore ſeems to conclude, new ones are not to be at- 
tempted ; at leaſt, that ſeems to be his reaſon for being * 
| what he calls innovations. 
nder © reftrifions, &c.“ he approves of the new 
culture, but thinks it prepoſterous to extend it to artificial 
en graſſes;“ adding, © the only benefit lucern can receive 
from the horſe-hoe, is, that it keeps down the natural 
„ graſs.“ This gentleman cannot be a practical cultivator 


of lucern; neither can he know the uſes of the hoe- plough; 


if he did, he could not aſſert a fact fo contradiQtory in 
: itſelf FE e 
T's inaccurate iet the ſcedling Hank of Heat may ; 
appear to have no lateral roots; but a careful examiner will 
find a great number of ſmall ones, every one, or moſt, of 
| which are furniſhed with freſh nutriment * the Ae 5 
. of the hoe-plough. _ 
We ſhall not contend about Mr. Nieper 8 ſuperior profit: . 
his ſituation gives him advantages ſuperior to a diſtant | 
reſidence 3 and therefore that ſhould r not be mentioned Ww a 
: generous writer. | 1 
l am a favourer and vrafiifer of the new „ baſe 5 ; and 
3 do deny that it will be more expenſive than Mr. Rocque's 
method, but, on the eee it will ee, oy 7 
Cheaper. 5 7 - 
By his method he may, for a few years, hive pretty good 
crops; but at length his plants will be found to dwindle, 
and his crops will leſſen, unleſs he annually adds ſeed to 
the ground; whereas, in the new culture, the crop will be 
| continually i improving : as to the quality being inferior, that 
will be the fault of the owner, if he lets it grow too 
rank. This argument of your writer makes againſt bim 
ſelf, as thereby he admits the ſuperior wine of the 
plants cultivated by the horſe hoe. | 
I have ſown lucern in broad- caſt more than once, and : 
25 have ſeen others do it; and it ever failed. 
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270 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 8 
Mr. Rocque's rule, as this gentleman ſays, is, t that, 
% lucern will grow on any land, if not wet:” this is certainly 
premature: it ſurely muſt have the occupation of a dry, 
rich ſoil, or I am ſure, from practice, it will not ſuc- 
cebed; and as to the ftrongeft being preferred, I believe 
; every one, who tries the cultivation of it on ſuch, and up- 


on light ground, will find the latter beſt adapted to it. 


hut the notion of ſowing corn with lucern is quite as 
ES. e prepoſterous,” I think, as the new culture for it; and 
how a man of Mr. Rocque's famed abilities ſhould adopt 
ſuch a method, I am at a loſs to gueſs. Neither ſhould = 
lucern be ſown in March, as in its infant ſtate it is very 
5 tender, and timid of froſt, _ 
This gentleman ſays, ir is for want of ke the 
nature of lucern, that they drill it.” 1 might retort upon 
him; but his miſtaken zeal, I fear, will more injure the 
cans he means to promote, than I hope it will diſcourage 
the practice of drilling this valuable plant, as, by all men 
who adhere to rational principles, that hath been found the 
moſt ſucceſsful method. See Tull, Duhamel, &c, 1 
- ow be glad to know what « the en of the ground 
«js to be ſpared” for: is it to give life to the natural 
5 oath: that common and deftruQive _ of this ex- 
cellent plant? = 
Our author mentions the <ultivation of it in 1 Bri rance, Se. 155 
If he was ever at Paris, with his preſent attention, he muſt 
have (een, that after a few years they always plough up the 
promiſcuous- ſown lucern, in order to prepare the ground 
again for that, or ſome other crop, when the lucern begins 
to dwindle by the weeds < or r natural as mo it of its = Þ} 
nutriment. eo 535 
How much more muſt ot be the fate of vramaiſontian- 5 
down lucern in theſe kingdoms, where he admits graſs is 
apt to get a-head! That is not the caſe in F rance, une: yet e 
even there promiſcuous- ſown crops are ſhort-lived. 
I know not whether he be as converſant with 8 
by ground 1 in Ireland as I am; but for "Your information, gen- 
„„ 3 ] 3 


5 
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tlemen, in conſequence of your note, page 344, I cannot | 
' omit to inform you the tillage will not do for lucern: for 


this plant the ground ought to be well pulverized; whereas, 


in the general potato-tillage of this kingdom, -not more 
than about two feet in nine of the ground is cultivated “. See 
Mr. Irwin's account of potato- ſowing, No. LXXXIIII. 
Tbe manner of harrowing the lucern, practiſed by Mr. 

' Rocque, although the teeth be round, muft wound many 
of the roots: that might be well, as it would thin them; 
but repeated harrowing will, in time, wound them all; and 
notwithſtanding they will afford graſs afterwards, yet, 
when the winter rain comes on, l»dgments of water will 
de made in thoſe wounds, which will bring on putrefaction, 
to the deſtruction of the plants, unleſs Mr. Rocque has the 
art of conducting the harrow-pins always in the ſame | 
direction: and, could that be the caſe, what would 9 


the graſs where they did not paſs? 


Ihe manner of ploughing the lucern, pracited by Mr. i 
Rocque, is ſtill approaching the horſe-hoe, though by no 
means fo effectual. I wonder to ſee our author even favour 
that, ſince it may be deemed an *© innovation,” This 
ploughing is to be repeated every year, and harrowing alſo: 
to this dung is to be added, as often as may be.” I am 
7 willing to believe this gentleman knows nothing of the ex- 
5 pence which attends theſe operations, 1 plougbing, har- 
rowing, and, above all, dunging, beſides the value of the 
dung, which would always be icceotable for other grounds; 
8 whereas, in the drill way of ſowing lucern, when the land 


is once 99 in good orders it may ever be beſt ſo by the ; 
hoe. Pau) 


Naz e Lace 


55 . e time « hence; perhaps, 1 may 8 you e on the” fab; 5 

1 ject of potatoes, ſo far as relates to this kingdom; by which . 
can clearly demonſtrate, that where the ground requires dung, 
their propagation 1s a loſs of many pounds an acre to the owner 
of the land, injurious to the community, and even the poor, — 
The ſooner this gentleman favours us with his account, ave fall be 
the more obliged to him; and if he would alſo fawour us with 


an account of the culture if bare - Nt Halen, oe <vould fill mer K 
4's gur Kants. . 
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Lucern is a graſs of ſuch ineſtimable valuable, that it 
will anſwer almoſt any expence ; yet, if the moſt certain 
method to obtain ſucceſs ſhall be found the cheapeſt, there 
can be no reaſon for purſuing one more precarious and more 
_ expenſive, which will be found when Mr. Rocque's method, 
or at leaſt that ſo warmly recommended by your corre- 
| ſpondent, who aſſerts it to be Mr. Rocque's, is compared 
in practice with the one I venture to recommend to the 
practice of my countrymen, which I take upon me to * 
will command ſucceſs, if purſued. _ 


The land ſhould be a flexible loam, dry, deep, and rich, 


either by nature, or made fo by art; not but it will ſucceed 
to admiration ſhould a quarry be under *. It ſhould be well 
pulverized by plough and harrow, laid as flat as poſſible, and 
| cleared of all weeds, particularly ſcutch-graſs: when the 
ground is in this form, let a ſmall plough, with two mould- 
boards, be run up and down the field, at every three foot, 
upon the flat ſurface; this will completely form three- foot 
ridges, If a pair of drill-harrows be not at hand, let the 
crown of every ridge be carefully raked clean and even 
with an iron rake, and one row of ſeed drilled very thin, 
about half an inch deep, along the middle of every ridge, 
| the middle or latter end of April, {the beginning of May 
may do) and be carefully covered. This ſowing of the 
ſeed may be done by hand, if a drill-plough be not ready, "oo 
By a maſter's nee a | great. deal. way. be done in 
A a day. | | | | | PD 
Thus it it may remain el DRY begin: to appear, when the” 
hoe plough, or aſmall common one, ſhould take away every 
— Aternat ſide of the ridges, | as Near — lucern as can be 
i | : | with. 


1 * | Where 8 18 87 pen a quarry, if che 3 bath 15 
not many interſtices, (into which the roots will make ſurpriſing 
paſſage) in that caſe the length of the roots will be impeded, _ 
and ſhoot out in horizontal fibres, which will bring home foog = 
in abundance to the plant, even from ** the ſurface of the ; 
*earth:” here the hoe-plough will be important. Some people 
have ſtoney ground and quarries = even they uy have Incern, : 
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with ſafety. (I go within two and three inches of my 


drilled crops.) In three or four days, return the mould to 
the former places with the plougb, and then proceed to take 

off the other lides of the rages in ike manner, and return 
it as before. | 


If the ground be made in good condition before W # 


crop may be mowed in faly;- the produce of which will 
ſurpriſe any one who is not acquainted with the plant. 


In September it will be fit to cut again ; but if in the 


intermediate time weeds ſhould appear, let the hoeing 
be repeated : 5 thus the Weeds will be deſtroyed. the er 


Year. 55 


After the cond cutting "4nd in the plough again, and 
take off the ſides of every't ridge within about fx inches of 
the plants, and ſo let them remain till February, when the 
plough ſhould return the mould to every ridge; and in May 
1 - graſs will be ready for cutting, and will continue to 
afford a crop every month during the ſummer. 
The hoeing ſhould be repeated, as before direc; as e 
238 weeds appear; but obſerve never to horſe- hoe ! it when the © 


ground has any adheſion, 5 
The hoeing before the winter is to 8 the dune by 


e that ſeaſon, and to meliorate the ſoil of the alleys 
by the influence and mechanical operation of the winter . 
= Ke: froſts. DS 1 oe = 
WE + keep my 1 ths bale compaſs, I have 
been ſhort in my directions, but to practical farmers, I hope, 
ſufficiently plain; if note any necellary. explanation I ſhall 
; chearfuliy furniſh. 5 
Your readers will pleaſe: to a; that after the fr 8 
: preparation of the ground, if they horſe-hoe the crop re- 
gularly every year, the dung which Mr. Rocque's friend 
recommends (as it may be got eaſily at London) may be 
ſaved for other purpoſes, as by this method of managing 
| Jucern, | the . and 8 will be. -Umnpraving. . 
„ 
8 I appeal then to every i 1 whether mis 
wette ! 15 not ne than the. ban, harrowing g, and 
| 5 — 5 
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in 354 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
1's dunging, ſo warmly recommended by your correſpondent. = 
[! It is almoſt unneceſſary to urge, that a crop raiſed in this 1 
way will, ever after the firſt year, be equal, if not ſuperior, | 
x to Mr, Rocque's, as the gentleman admits as ns crops — M 
Wo may be raiſed in the drill way. = 
3 I am a ſtranger to Mr. Rocque and his friend. I have no #2 
W other motives in troubling you on this ſubject, than a public 
i | benefit to mankind, and a gratitude to the memory of Mr, 1- 
Tull, whoſe ſuperior ingenuity, I bluſh to own it, hath = 
Wii ſmone in F rance, to the reproach of Engliſhmen. And E 
Wo were we all to join in opinion with your correſpondent, * 
ii j (who ſays, It would be well were we to improve our 1 
x old practices, before we ever attempt to bring the new _ 
1 4c ones into general uſe”) we ſhould indiſcriminately merit 
5 the pity of all nations for our perverſeneſs. Perhaps, had 
5 Tull been a foreigner, his ſyſtem. Would have be cen en ; 
| 5 amen us long ago. 9 
1 Another of your correſpondents, : page 270, fays, 
1 66 Things may be carried too far; and this was the caſe with 
| „Mr. Tull, when, ſpinning out his principles to too great 
1 * nicety, he ſowed wheat ſo long on the ſane land. 
7 “ without manure, that be at laſt had ifares any crops 5 
5 * . — 
j This Silent Member $ Kenton on \ Mr. Tull's ſpeculation .-.= 
43 is, 1 think, pretty ſtrong; but I ſhould be glad to know \,_ 
1 how he will ſupport his aſſertion. I wiſh gentlemen, W bo 
1 mean 2 public benefit, would conſider well, before they - 
| publiſh, the cauſe they take in hand, and the people they 
$ .- rb attempting to inſtruct. The hoe this. gentleman de- 
| 1 ſcribes is a faint imitation of the horſe- hoe: yet there is 
great merit in his letter, and manlineſs i in his ideas, fave wee 
above e,, SET LD 5 i 
It may be proper to inform you, FEE that 1 am 1 not „ 
7 farmer in theory, but in practice, although I purſue it — 
ſpeculatively, in many caſes, before I extend it. Ore 
I have now near thirty Engliſh acres under drilled wheat, . 


and next year Kn to have double that quantity. = 
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EY - Flax, barley, turneps, cabbages, &c. I horſe-hoe with 
great ſucceſs; and if I find your Muſeum that unintimidated 
: | receptacle which I hope it will appear to be, by giving a 
* place to the memory of the ingenious Tull, I ſhall perhaps 
= © be able to furniſh you with ſome uſeful matter: but reſt. 
. aſſured, nothing ſhall approach you from me, which does 


5 
4 * 


2h | _ Not arife from practice. Garreteer farmers are injurious to 3 
* the cauſe they would be thought to promote; though, when 3 
the bookſeller pleaſes, they carry their own point, as my 5 9 
= ſhelves evince *. Impatient for your next Number, | 1 
13 8 e I am, GENTLEMEN, Fl . 

; N IE A friend to 6 your work, | 3 
5 | ne 1764. V'» GLISHMAN. . 7 
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: 4 Letter 10 the Editors, on the Neceff 2 of breeding Cat 
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HAT uſeful animal, the 1 has 1 very Jatty "Og 

1 the ſubject of ſeveral preceding pieces in your col- 

: leſion: for uſefulngſs it deſerves greatly our care, ſo as to 
procure it as perfect as in our power to do. This is the 
only part I ſhall now touch on, in order to conteibute. wy = 

_ obſervation towards attaining ſo deſirable an end. I 
It is a pretty general rule, that beginning well is a likely 

3 means towards obtaining the deſired end; but this maxim is 
> too eee unoblerved with ebend t to the animal before 


us; 


EO, This Se IJ letters wil always be EY a YO 
flavour; and he may depend on it, that nothing but the public | 
good ſhall influence our conduct in this work. We ſhould be 
greatly obliged to this gentleman if he would tranſmit us an 
Account of his methods of practice in adapting the horſe-hoeing 5 
huſbandry to the ſeveral crops he cultivates that way, as it 
could not but greatly conduce to propagate the knowledge of a 


= ae" © which, openly N would, we think, be of great | 
_ ue 3 i . 
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275 
us; I mean, in the propagation of the ſpecies. It is true, 4 
long pedigree of famous ſires is much attended to; and fre- 
quently the atchievements of the creature from which we 
propagate ſpeak much in his praiſe, whether it be on the 
courſe, or in the field: theſe, added to a well. -proportioned _ 
make, with reſpect to ſtrength and fize, induce many to 
Jook no farther, but conclude a colt from ſuch illuſtrious 
family cannot fail to anſwer every deſired end, and ſo, 
without any further thought, bring the mare to be covered 
by ſuch horſe: and many ſuch are diſperſed about the 
country, in the hands of inn-keepers, or jockeys, who can 
talk much about racing and hunting, and by publiſhing a 
high premium for a ſtint, make the horſe in their poſſeſſion 
very famous; when, rather than loſe any griſt which may | 
come to mill, they will take a very trifle for a leap, of 
the ſtint; but then with this caution, *Tis a Javeur to 1 
| as a friend; but I muſt inſift on its being kept ſecret. 
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Now it is well known, that rarely any famous hotſe can = 


Fall into ſuch hands, except he be deemed unfit for any 
further ſervice on the turf, or in the chace, by being blind, 
| Having ſplints, ſpavins, ring-bones, broken wind, foundered, 
or ſome ſuch chronical diſeaſe, which in its nature is liable to 2 
de communicated to his offspring; ; by which means he is 
become uſeleſs to his maſter, who frequently beſtows the 
creature, thus diſabled, as a giſt to his groom, or jockey boy: 
theſe, well knowing the keeping ſuch a horſe will be little 
5 | advantage, therefore ſell him to the firſt who may bid any 
tolerable ſum for him; whereby this (once) fo famous (but 
now uſeleſs) creature becomes the property of ſome one of 
| thoſe men aforeſaid, who have many tolerable- good mares 
brought to them by unthinking people; and by which means 
a conliderable number of beth t4 made colts are procured, > 
and from whom the expectation of many are raiſed, hut 
often greatly to their diſappointment, or more often of thoſe 
2 have too eagerly purchaſed ſuch colts while ſuck- _ 
ing; becauſe thoſe colts, we frequently fee, have, at two, 
{+4 ol four, or five years old, ſplints on their legs, ſpavins 
on their joints, ring- bones in their paſterns, or are foun- 


dered 
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dered in their feet, at ũx years go blind with a cataract, 
and at ſeven become broken-winded, through the unpro- 


portioned make of the thorax and its contents; and are | 
thereby rendered unfit for any ſervice ſuitable to their make, 
but are put to mere drudgery, or condemned to die, unleſs | 
it happens to be a mare; and then ſhe frequently is turned 
cout in ſome common, or on ſome. poor land, juſt barely 
to get a living and breed a colt, which colt, it is an hundred 
cd 0o one, is begotten by an horſe ſubject to ſome of the afore - 
ſaid maladies: hence in their offspring we may, and of- 
ten do, ſee theſe diſeaſes complicated. | 1 
I need not ſay more on this lübject, nor ade 3 
remedy, becauſe I think the judicious will eaſily ſee what 
2. means are likely to be moſt conducive to prevent this per- 
nicious practice; but recommend the ſubject, through the 
channel of the Muſeum Ruſticum, & c. to thoſe moſt im- 
c 3 ane with the. breeding horſes, 


 RuRICOLA GLoCESTR1S, | 


N U M B E KR IXXX. 
On the Culture of Potatoes, and Magazan Baan. 


| GenrLanEN, 


Send you (as I promiſed) the true method of cultivating 


the potato. 


The Triſh purple is the beſt and 5900 ſort, and fob 
wardeſt ; z the middling re and brighteſt, the beſt ſeed, ſet 
. whole. e 
Set ſome i in February, March, Py, April, in a "Jas deep = 
tilth, in any ſoil: in froſt cover the firſt ſetting with litter 5 
5 — fern. 7 
| Set them ſix inches * in a kind of killock,” or like a 
mole · caſt: (Mark ibis.) — They are now out of the ground, 
therefore it is too late to ſow them. But obſerve this 
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and there will be near a buſhel under your hillock by July 
or Auguſt: be ſtill moulding up as high as you can; there- 1 
fore ſet your feed at firſt a yard diſtant ſquare, The * 
authors of The Complete Body of Huſbandry knew not | 
7 this method, and The Compiete * of takes #7 


ſtringy roots; the pink-coloured forward fort will do # 


: the Windſor. 


December, in loamy ground, in rows near a yard diſtant, 
pretty thick and deepiſh {ſour 8 8 In froſt cover the 5 
rows with dung. . 


: before, but not ſo thick. (Keep cats in your garden) When 
your rows are too thin, plant ſome out of your thick rows; 
all to be four inches diſtant: mould them ups. ang uſe the 

Dutch hoe all the ſummer. . 


beginning of May your firſt- ſown will bloſſom, though but 7 
half a foot high, and begin to bloſſom from the very bot- 
tom to the top, and ſo on, as they riſe to a yard high; but 
they will be ſtrong, and ſend three or four from ane root: 
but be ſure never top them; it will make the kids and 
| beans ſmall, though pres more. in e z it Is 3 

bad way. - 


ripen, i it only few were Owns. or, if many, the ſtalks pulled 


* * e 


method: carefully mould them up every month or fortnight, 


no notice of this valuable root. 
r. Millar is full, but wrong. „5 
The white kidney ſort, in looſe ground, 1 run SY into 


very well, ſown in the former manner; and the ſmalleſt 


potatoes are 8 ſeed, but theſe are often thrown to eres i 
1 hogs. 


Now the magazan bean, for man or horks is as s ſweet as 5 


Set ſome the latter end of Mende, and 8 in 


N OBS he 2 Re 8 "RP s 
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In January, February, and March, ſet fone more, as 1 


Now you will ſee the a af; this 1 5 the : 


See the preference of this. to the ants Gan : it runs 0 oj 


into firaw i in compar be? and is apt to break and blow 
down. | | | 


The former denne "7X harveſt ſhould be 1 as or 
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up and ſet upright to dry: when dry, they may be ſplit for 
horſes; or for hogs they are © excellent. - 


ION 215 ec Yours, Se. 
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| A 1 Fri Pn w hite to the Efiters. on the Benefit ” 


of Jpending 1 rab N they are hate. 


. 


Beg leave, through the channel of you 1 work, to convey 4 


1 piece of intelligence to my brother TOs which : 
| ſome of them may not be aware of. - 


I have known many, who intend feeding off their tur- 


, neps with ſheep, keep the turneps till they are too old to 
be applied with advantage to that uſe. Vour readers may 
give me credit, for I ſpeak from experience; and I can 

aſſure them, that one acre of young turneps is of more 

value for fattening ſheep than two acres of old ones, as the 5 


wethers you turn in wil! get Heth and fat at leaſt as fall a aga 
on the firſt as the laſt. | | 


Let this maxim be meaſured up in the farmer 8 memory; 


and let him not at any rate be tempted, for the ſake of EN 
ſpending a few weees and graſs on his fallows, | to keep his 5 
8 turneps till they are of little worth. 33 
II any of your readers ſhould be incredulous, let them 
try the experiment; it will be but little expence, and till 
| leſs trouble. I did fo myſelf before 1 adopted the practice, 
and was in a very ſhort time convinced: this happened . 
ſome. years 80, and 1 have continued this method erer 
ſince. . 0 - 
3 2 ſhould. now 5 but 3 cannot in n do it 
; without expreſſing my approbation of your undertaking: . 
am really of opinion that it will be of great uſe to the 
farming world, eſpecially as vou admit the thoughts of 
| ſuch plain men as myſelf; for it is a well-known fact, that 
2 r honeſt, well- meaning farmer, though no great 
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ſcholar, may have many things treaſured up in his perierane 
well worth communicating z and ſuch as have, may now | 


communicate, as I have done, in the Muſeum Rufticum, 
Borders of Suffolk, Tour old ſubſcriber, 
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DT the Fditers Y avs rut Rusrievu. : 


8 NTLEMEN, 


1 am, GenTLewen, 5 TO 
nn Your humble ſervant, 15 


FPMeian. 1 


4 phyſician communicates this vell- experienced receipt 

5 for the deſtroying of bugs, with which he entirely cleared 
his own beds, c. many years ago, and has told it ſcores of 
families ſince, Who have all found the lame. elects 55 ty | 
and never ſaw a bug afterwards, „ 


* -Pur great 81 for 8 this ronelpt, bekider i W 
evident utility, is our knowledge of the perion who recom- 
_ mends 1 it to our r work. 0. 


e e „„ - Jon WHITE, 


OUR work is as well calculated to > be of bj as any . 
I know, and in this opinion 1 have been a e 
© fince its fitſt commencement. 5 
I ſend you encloſed a moſt excellent aun "for 4 nr 1 
. theſe very troubleſome domeſtic enemies called Bugs, to which 2 Ft 
bope you will afford a place in your next number. 

It has, I am ſenſible, already appeared in ſome of the 
: public prints; but that can be no objection to your inſerting . 
it, as great numbers of your readers may have no oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing thoſe papers which contain this receipt, 
which I the more en ſend 1 as $3 Snow it to de 5 
- efficacious ®, TON „„ 


Take - 
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Take of the higheſt rectified ſpirit of wine, (viz. lamp 
ſpirits) that will burn all away dry, and leave not the leaſt 
. moiſture behind, half a pint; 3 newly diſtilled oil, or ſpirit 
of turpentine, half a pint: mix them together, and break 
into it, in ſmall bits, half an ounce of camphire, which will 
diſſolve in it in a few minutes: ſhake them well together, 
and with a piece of ſpunge, or a bruſh dipped in ſome of it, 
wet very well the bed or furniture wherein thoſe vermin har- 
bour and breed; and it will infallibly kill and deſtroy both them 
and their nits, although they ſwarm ever ſo much: but 
then the bed or furniture muſt be well and thoroughly wet 
with it, (the duſt upon them being firſt bruſhed and ſhook 
off) by which means it will neither Rain, ſoil, nor in the - 
leaſt burt the fineſt ſilk or damaſk bed. The quantity 
bere ordered of this curious neat white mixture, (which 
coCoſts little above a ſhilling) will rid any one bed whatſoever, 
though it ſwarms with bugs. Do but touch a live bug 
with a drop of it, and you will find it to die inſtantly. If 
any bug or bugs ſhould happen to appear after once uſing 
it, it will only be for want of well wetting the lacing, „ 
of the bed, or the foldings of the linings or curtains near the 
rings, or the Joints or holes in and about the bed or head- 
board. wherein the bugs and nits neſtle and breed; and 
6 then their being all well wet again with more of the ſame _ 
mixture, which dries in as faſt as you uſe it, pouring ſome 
of it into the joints and holes where the ſpunge ot bruſh 
cannot reach, will never fail abſolutely to deſtroy them all, 
Some beds, that have much wood-work, can hardly be 
thoroughly cleared, without being firſt taken down; but 
others, that can be drawn out, or that you can of well be- . 
5 hind, to be done as it ſhould be, may. Es ; 
Note, The ſmell this mixture occaſions, will be all gone ” 
in two or three days, which is yet very wholeſome, and to 
many people agreeable. Lou muſt remember always to 5 
make the mixture together very well, whenever you uſe it, 
which muſt be in the day- time, not by candle-light, leſt the | 
| fubtlety of the mixture ſhould catch the fame as YOu are 
+ uſing it, and occaſion damage. 
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N U M BE R LXXXIII. 


N Hints 1 removing the great Boil occaſioned by the Dearmſe 


WF e, ina Kn to the ' Editors, 


GxTIEMEN, . | . 
IREAT complaints have been July ade. and not 


parliament next meets in the enſuing winter, ſomething 


may be done, which will anſwer every good purpoſe, to- 
wards enabling the induſtrious poor to reap the fruit of 
their labour, without being exacted 00 * en 8 
1 and monopolizers. os 


In the mean time, it may not be . to th out 


5 a few hints, for the conſideration of thoſe. in e on , 
8 this important ſubject. 5 


It is well known, that this metropolis is the great n mart . 


of the Britiſh empire; whatever is good, whatever i is rare, = 
is brought here as to a certain and good market. 1 | 


The beſt oxen which our grazing counties a are 


| always reſerved for the conſumption | of London ; and ſuch _ 
is the general inclination of the country people to ſend 
their goods up to London for ſale, that were there no under- 
hand dealings, no monopolizers and foreſtallers, all the: 
naeceſſaries of life would be ſurprizingly cheap here, in 
2 to what 9 9 now 8 or have: been for oy 55 
years paſt, 1 | 


It is certain, that, even now, the grazier 1 receives only: 


2 moderate price at firſt. hand for his cattle; the farmer 
bells bis butter and cheeſe cheap; Jet are : theſe commo- 


- 0100s. 


; without abundant reaſon, of the dearneſs of the 
neceſſaries of life: this dearneſs ſtill continues, and, as far 
as I can underderſtand, is likely to continue, aotwvithiand-" 
ing the matter was laſt ſeſſion taken into he conſideration — 
| of the houſe of commons. 5 8 5 
his is a great evil, and ſtands in 1 need 0 an e e 8 
remedy; 3 Tam, therefore, in great hopes, that when the : 
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dities to ⁰ through ſo many hands, each of which is to 


have a ſeparate profit, and ſome not very moderate neither, 


before they come to the conſumer, that the price in | many | 
23 : inſtances i is almoſt doubled. 


I remember an honeſt farmer i in Wiltſhire, who, ſome 


4 years ago, when mutton was very dear, as it is now, was 
told, that if he would ſend ſome wethers up to London 
they would fetch a high price, for that they fold at four 8 
= Pen per pound by the carcaſe. , 
Accordingly, our farmer ſent up two hundred fri FIR . 
| of a proper age, a and in fine order, The conſequence was, 
they were, through a combination among the dealers, two 
market- days expoſed in Smithfield without being fold, and 
the third day were ſold at the rate of ſomething under two.. 
pence per pound to a carcaſe-butcher, who, within the 
woeek, killed them, and ſold to the retailers at four-pence 
- fer pound, or very little under that price. 
The farmer was, you may imagine, dy chagrined; as 
te could have fold them for more at home, and have faved 
the expence of bringing them to London. He determined 
5 within himſelf to trouble Smithfield no more with his 
company, but fell his ſheep at — 28 his neighbours 
: wid their. = 
This was what the dork REDD” 8 ee that by 3 
5 coming up to London with his ſheep he encroached on 
their province; it was, therefore, their intention to / chen 
him, as they called it, and thereby induce him the more 
readily for the baum . n his 9 o their out- 
e riders. 1 | | = 
This inſtance of the great power and e of the 1 
| Smithfield dealers, is one amongſt many others which I could 
enumerate; but it is to little purpoſe to repeat nan) 
" unleſs we, at the ſame time, attempt a remedy. 


When the committee of the houſe of commons / Gt | 


= next on this buſineſs, I could wiſh them to take into their 
cConſideration the means of preventing the markets from 
nn” ring foreſtalled. Ss 
I would humbly offer to them the following ds hints, wi 
Wich will, through your means, roadily come to their - 
| { 5 notice, | 


y * i I 
3 Lats 33 RO 


I . N 


— - — hg —— 
: par. 4 ro 
PA o AT 
en Ce ne ing 
2 A _ "ts 
222 2 Ki 'F \ 


5 00 RE es 
ES ot 


= 
"—_— 
3 
1 — * 


* 6 x 

— n 
4 r 
> 3 
— 862 


van 


we OF . 3 ä 
e 
— — 
— — p 


S 


2 0 . P . : 2 92 
— Ae . * a er 6G" 2 2 = E 4 * © 7 — « 
- — ot we! he Þ © 13 5 onion * 8 5.54 8 2 
— ä ⁵——ĩ— IEG — des ——— — — 22 3 * . ah 7 
- — fs bo % ot gen Bey we fr ES Rr : 8 9 « 2 ff. — + 
. Mn 3 +; —_—_— — — Om * - p g . | 
— OE ud bag F — — 9 265, + wRbngs. 3 4 ISS © 4 * e A N 1 "wp 
_ -_ 3 2 n 2 2 — PI * ie od e WI, i 
RS n l . 
TOS a 2 


a +. 


. — - 0 OrT 
. r . 2 oY —— - 
” ** = RRR g A 
REC e g — 
— Nena 6 
5272 A ora 
SS — I Ac. 


FR „„ 
** * 
—— 8 F — — 
18 8 EN n 
* YT Rn —— e e 8 
5 l — — — 
« - . 
* 2 — 2 ap $A n 


4 


1 
12 
1 
14 
42 
FS." 
a 
q 
- * 
nt 
N 75 #t 
R 
T 
$1 
x 
; 7 
1 
5 
U 3 
N. 4 
142 
* 
4 
ſi 
(it 
by * 
75 


Be 


* 


— . 7 _—_y — 
* o > - 2 


— 


ee ———ͤͤ ere ————— 
- , ——— — — 04 — 
- . 2 
” 2 wb 1 2 
— 
— — 
— = $4 


— or g 
* 3 we; 
> — 
= — 

8 


284 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 


notice, as I have reaſon to think that moſt of them, during 5 


the receſs, have ordered their bookſellers to ſend them 


down your work to their country-houſes; and this I the 
rather preſume to ſay, 7 as J know many who have given : 


| thoſe orders. 


But to return to the ſubjeQt, It is well len, that - 
2 very great number of beaſts are every week bought up, by 
out- riders, as they are driving to market. It is alſo as well 
known, that Smithfield is, by the practices of the great 
dealers, but barely ſupplied with cattle for the conſumption 
of the metrepolis and its environs from market-day to 

market-day. Alſo great numbers of beaſts are brought to 
market, and afterwards driven back. to the fields about 


_ Ulington, &c. unfold. 


Now I would recommend it to our Ty ken: that no 
man ſhould be left at liberty to buy cattle as they were 
driving to market within twenty miles of London. That 
if any cattle were bought on the road to London, at any 0 
diſtance beyond twenty miles, ſuch buyer ſhould give 
: ſecurity, before the next juſtice of the peace, that he would 

_ either kill it within a week, and within ten miles ditance — © 
of the place where he bought i it, or that he would not felt K-10 "= 


| alive within ſix months of the time be purchaſed 1 


That no cattle ſhould be ſold in London, or within 8 . 


* miles of it, for ſlaughter, in Smithfield only excepted. 


That oxen, cows, calves, ſheep, lambs, and hogs, fold 
in Smithfield for ſlaughter, ſhould not be afterwards fold 


£ alive to any perſon whatever. 


. That cattle, which were n to Smithfield market, 
8 and driven away unſold, ſhould pay the following tolls, viz, 
For every ox ten ſhillings, every cow ſeven ſhillings, every 5 

caaulf five ſhillings, every ſheep four ſhillings, lambs two 
| thillings and ſix-pence each, and each hog or pig three | 


EY * 
40 7 
. 


5 millings; ; the produce of this toll to be applied to the re- 1 


lief of poor confined debtors; feveral of which debtors, 


upon giving proper ſecurity, ſhould be permitted to collect 1 
the ſame. This toll would induce the owners to ſell them _ 


tor Wasala if "oy Ow could. 


That 5 
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That no cattle, horſes excepted, ſhould be ſold in Smith- 
field but for immediate laughter, as every butcher ſhould be 
obliged to engage to ſlay what he bought, within a my : 


at moſt, of the time of purchaſing, _ 
That all cattle, coming up to Smithfield market, ſhould 


- be exempted from paying any toll at the ſeveral turnpike- 
gates. This is the more reaſonable, as our roads are now 

in general ſo good, that the other tolls will keep them 

ſufficiently in repair, beſides, it is well known that cattle 


rather do the roads 3 by treading | in the ruts, than 
harm. TE lf 


That no theta. or e e be TROY 


ward rg to my cattle. in order to fell them again 
2 alive. 8 
That no one carceſe. butther be beneide . to HG for ” 
3 in one market-day, above ten oxen or cows, 
two hundred ſheep or lambs, fifty calves, and fifty hogs or 
pigs. This would prevent the marke t being Ds by * 
few over-grown dealers, e 
Iba no cattle ſhould be fold” in Smithfield market 
| after ten in the moraing. This would be replete with 


many advantages; and ſeveral lives would every year de 
ſaved by it. 


That no aleſman be permitted to carry on dhe bulineſs 


4: a carcaſe-b utcher, & vice verſa. _ 
Ii'hat no unwholeſome, unſound, or A beaſts, 8 
as far as can be diſcovered on inſpection, be permitted to be 
expoſed to ſale in Smithfield market. 
„ Theſe conſiderations above, I recommend to the tes. 
1 "af fuch of your readers as are members of either houſe of 
— _ parliament, and doubt not but they may be found of uſe. 
It is, indeed, high time, that ſome ſtop ſhould be put to 
the many grievances above hinted at: the prices of the 
neceſſaries of life cannot riſe without affecting our manu- 
factures; for if the workmen muſt pay dear for proviſion, 
it is very natural to imagine that they will endeavour, by 
all legal means, to raiſe their wages; and this, of courſe, 


- raiſes the price of the manufacture, be it what it mays to 
_ the merchant. : | 
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After the proclamation of the peace, many flattered 
themſelves with the hope of ſeeing its general concomitant, 
plenty; but it is a ſorrowful truth, that the reverſe has 
been the caſe, as almoſt every thing is become dearer ſince 
the concluſion of the war. It might, perhaps, not be very 
difficult to aſſign a reaſon or two for this; but as that would 
lead me beſide the ſubjects treated of 1 in Four: wen ION 1 
_thall 2 no more of it. 


"Tas GenTLENEN, . 9 
Lang, „ Your conſtant reader, 


ü 1 2, OM. VVV - GROKOE Suvrk. 


NUMBER LXXXIV. 


UT the Editors of the Mouszum RosrICUM _ con- 


| MERCHALE, 1 


| GenrLEMEN, | 


Your humble ſervant, 
*; 2. 


. 1 an l hom . vids © of 109550 in two 0 
volumes, octavo, (not ſaid by whom) edition IV. vol. II. 
page 169, printed at London, 1715, is the e rater 
8 relative. to the prices of proviſions, Ns + 
In the twenty- -ſeventh year of this king (Edward 1. ) was 
made an act of common council, that e ſhould be £6 
1 fold at the following mm TT, 


= - ß = 


| 4 — 0 12 A fab capon $2: - 0 22 
"Two pullets = - - © * i © 404 


s all forts of 3 8 Vow uncommonly dear 5 
: for ſome months paſt, it may not be difagreeable to 
= 3 of your curious readers to ſee what the eee 5 
of life ſold for fo long ago. as the reign. of Edward the 


| Firſt. | 


A mallard - - - 012 A crane - - 1 

o 1; Two woodcocks - - 0 14 
A pheaſant - < 
Ahern 5 — tes 
A plover + - 

1 85 A ſwan - = = I 3 0 | | 
And wheat was this year ſo plentiful, that a x quarter was 
fold for ten groats. | 
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> e . C. 


A partridge 
0 4 Afatlamb, fromChriſt- 

mas to Shrovetide, SL 0 
And all the year after 0 4 


bs AD ͤͤ teed 
— — 


NUMBER IXXXV. 


n Paitors of the Moszum RusTICUM rr Cou- 
1 e MERCIALE. ks 


© GenmLEMEN, p 


Have already ſent you the price of proviſion ons in Edward 
1 the Firſt's time“: the following anecdote may be 
| equally entertaining to many of your readers, as it contains 


the price of many e articles i in Ys reien of h 
5 me Sixth, . 


Your humble fervant, 


of the Liber niger Scacaril, vide p. 1982 199. 


1 THE table of the holy croſs, in Ablogdoa: i in 
208 bs Henry 6. tyme, being there where now the hoſpital 
is, did every year keep a feaſt, and then they uſed to 
have twelve prieſts to ſing a dirige, for which they had 
& given them four-pence a- piece. They had alſo twelve 
40 minſtrels, ſome from Coventre and ſome from Maiden- 

c hith, who had two ſhillings three · pence a· piece, be- 
2 ſides their diet and horſe- meat. This was in the reign of . 
em 6. Obſerve, that in thoſe days they paid their 

0 * minſtrels better than they're prieſts, The 2y're feaſt they 

3-5, 74, 0 B+ #P 2 3 : 85 66 * kept = 


9 


8 See the preceding OY 


NV : 8 
| Eura from the Appendix + t 2 Thomas Hearne” 5 Edition | 
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288 MUSEUM. RUSTICUM 
« kept yearely on the invention of the holy croſs, diz. the | 
They had at their feaſt ſix calves, jjs, a- 
piece; fixteen lambs, xiid. a- piece; ; 80 capons, iid, 
cc a-piece; | 80 geeſe, 1d, ob. a- piece; 5 800 eggs, which De 
s coſt five-pence the hundred; and many marybones; 
much fruit, ſpice, a great quantity of milk, cream, and 
e flour, Wheat was then at xiid, the quarter, in the 23d 
of H. 6. Beſides what their ſervants, and others, 
brought in, and pageants, and plays, and May- games, ___ 
_ « captivate the ſcenes of the zealous beholders, and to 
_ * allure the people to the greater liberality; for they did 
not make their feaſts without profit; for thoſe that ſat * 
c or ye one Fs: and thoſe that ſtood pay's e 


: ; . 0 - —_— . 1 1 *I 


& third of May. 


NUMBER LXXXVI. 
75 the Editors of the Musk un Rosricuu. 


Gru EME, 


Have ſeen, in one of your „Wadi papers, a copper- ps 
I plate of the price of wheat and malt at Windſor mar- 
| ket for one hundred years: to this plate I have added three 
columns, one containing the quantity of wheat exported, 
the next the groſs duty on malt, and the third contains the | 
- compoſitions made each year; fo that over-againſt the date 
you find each of thoſe articles for that year. This may be, ol 
at leaſt, a matter of cutioſity, and, perhaps, of uſe to 
your readers : as ſuch I ſend it, that you may, if you think 8 
1 5 2 publiſh . The ſums are certainly IIS : 


1 8 85 GENTLEMEN, | 5 
| Tout 7 humble ſervant, 


June 1 15, 1764. 8 5 * 2. 5 
N. B. There. is no 8 for . bigher than : 


2696, hecavle the Accounts $04 not t higher, 
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N 0 MBE R IXXXVII. 
wee, on the Culture 7 Grat aut artificial Paftura, 


contained i in a Letter from a Member Ll the Ts to the 


Editors. OE, 


| GexTLEMEN, 


Was greatly pleaſed with a piece in x your laft cubllcation, 
I marked Numb. LXXI. page 309, Vol. I. being a let- 
ter from Mr. Rocque, of Walham- "porn; to e 8 
L of Salop. Pin 
1 cannot but "think: the public meaty indebted to 
5 Mr. Rocque for the pains he has taken to perfect the 
culture of lucern“ in England: the farmer may now 
ſafely ſow it in large quantities, aſſured of a return that will 
pay bim better than clover, ray grats, « or 2 78 of the artificial | 
; gralles now cultivated in common, 


He has alſo, I find, made great advances in n aſcertaining 


the proper culture of the burnet-graſs, which is likely, bw, 
in the opinion of ſome, to turn out as profitable a crop 
TY lucern, and in ſome reſpects n more uſeful, 28 5 affording 


an earlier feed in the ſpring. 


hut to come to the more immediate ſubject. of this letter, . 
Wh 1 perceive that Mr. Rocque, in Numb. LXXI. above re- 
ferted to, page 310, mentions the ſheep's feſcue graſs, Dar 
defers giving any account of its culture till the latter end of 
the year, when be will: be better enabled, * cee, 5 

t do it. TE 
1 approve much of his caution, bur: at "his ſame. time 

2 your readers will not be diſpleaſed to be told ſome- 

thing of the feſcue graſſes in their wild, natural, and un- : 

3 oukivated ſtate, as it may poſſibly induce ſome to make 
Sf immediate experiments of its culture, when their accounts 

will, in all probability corroborate what. will be ſent EE 
3 1 


35 1 the piece hed Numb: LXXXT.- Vol. 1. which « con- 
_— tains Mr. Rocque” $ mos of cultivating. lucern at large. H. 
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you on the ſubject by the very — no and induſtrious | 


Mr. Rocque. 
The matter of graſſes has been long neglected i in England; 


and indeed 1t 1s but very lately that we paid any regard t to 
| this important branch of agriculture, _ 


Our lands in tillage have been for many centuries 


dligentiy cultivated; diligently, I fay, when compared to 
- the. tate of neglect in e our eg 200 paſtures e 
5 have been left. ; 


It is no uncommon thing to 6 a -meadow;- the foil of 5 


Which is naturally rich, over-run with noxious weeds, and 
its value reduced, by that means, at leaſt two thirds, TO 
what can this be aſcribed but infatuation, to the farmers. 
being wedded to old opinions, and to the notion ſome have 
that an ancient meadow ought never to be ploughed, for 
- fear of ſpoiling the turf? | 


We cultivate wheat, rye, bard: 6 oats, S. bade and 


"1 detached pieces: we have the ſeed of each, and care- 
5 fully keep the ſeveral kinds to ſow diſtinctly; ; and why = 
mould not the graſſes enjoy as much of our care? why | 
| ſhould not we ſave the ſeeds of ſuch as are beſt worth outs 
tivating, and ſow them ſeparately, and diſtinAly, on i well- 5 5 
e land, as we do corn? 


It is true, we now ſeem to be, i in ſome Sensus reuſed f 


5 from our lethargy; and the lovers of huſbandry. Will, 
in all probability, ſoon afford to the long- neglected graſſes 

a proper ſhare of their countenance and favour : theſe 
luaſt will not, I dare ſay, be unmindſul of the obligation, 
but, by an encreaſed produce, make largs and . re- 
5 turns to their benefactors. 


"Tt is not every kind of graſs that will. agree With 1 


by cattle : : cows love one fort, ſheep prefer another, and hor- 
- es like : a third: it is, therefore, for the intereſt of the far- 
mer, to cultivate ſuch as are beſt ſuited to his convenience. 
In a dairy-farm the larger and more luxuriant kinds of 
5 graſſes ſhould be preferred; and the ſame may be ſaid bn. 
the grazing farm; but where a fine ſheep-walk is wanted, 
5 the ſweeter and leſs- rampant i will of courſe, be cho- 2 


. 


ET COMMERCIALE. 299 


ſen: among theſe the Heep s fe 9 erat will, | doubtleſs, be 
firſt choſen. 


This is the graſs which in \ Sweden | is fo much valued for 


feeding ſheep. 
Gmelin Flor. Sibir. ſays, chat the wandering Tas | 
chooſe to fix their ſummer's encampment in places where 
the greateſt plenty of this graſs is to be met with, becauſe 
they are ſenſible it affords a ſweet and good nouriſhment for 
all kinds of cattle, but chiefly ſheep : and he obſerves, that 
the ſepulchral monuments of the antient Tartars are moſtly 
found in places that abound with this graſs; which ſhe ws, 
adds he, that it has long been valued amongſt them, 
Ihe above is taken notice of by the very ingenious Me. 
| Stillingflcet i in his Obſervations on Graſſes ; a work which 
cannot be enough prized, not only on account of the many 
_ uſeful hints contained in it, but becauſe this public- ſpirited 
gentleman was the firſt who preſented to our view the many 
kinds of excellent graſſes which grow in . in a na- 
5 tural, wild, and uncultivated ſtate. „ TS 
Mr. Stillingfleet, treating of the graſs now-in . : 
ng the ſheep's feſcue graſs, ſays, it is to be found in great 
plenty in many parts of England and Wales, and indeed on 
all the fineſt ſheep-pattures in eee e f 
5 Oxfordſhire, Norfolk, Se. 
This is a forward graſs, perfeAing its feeds early i in the 
- ſpring. The above very ingenious writer farther obſerves, 
that, contrary to what Linnzus ſays, either the ſheep, or 
ſome other animals, do eat the flowering ſtems of this 
graſs; for, on ſearching Banſtead-downs at the proper 
ſeaſon, he could find nothing but the radical leaves of it, 
unleſs amongſt the buſkes near the Hedges, where it was N 
gauarded from the ſheep. 5 
This then is the nature of che Heeg 5 fe cue BER in its 1 
wild ſtate. We find it is eſteemed by the Swedes and Tar- 55 
tars, and univerſally found on all our beſt ſheep-walks in 
England: may we not reaſonably then conclude, that this 
is as proper a paſture as any we can chuſe for our ſheep? | 
and is it not to be preſurnes,” that when it comes to be 


cultivate, 
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30 MUS E UM RUSTICUM 
cultivated, it will i improve in its qualities, and will, doubt - | 
leſs, thrive better, and yield a greater produce, when it is 
unelbowed by voracious intruders? _ 
The author of the Swediſh Pan, tranſlated by Mr. V 
8 Stillingfleet, ſays, that „ ſheep, above all things, delight | 
in the fſtuca, (feſcue grals) and grow fatter upon it ; 
than any other kind of graſs.” This is a further induce- 
ment for our cultivating it. 155 5 8 
There are ſeveral other kinds of fe ſexe graſs mentioned by 85 
Mr. Stillingfleet, as the purple fe ſcue, which grows in yur.” „„ 
plenty on Banſtead-downs, and is fine feed for ſheep. — i 
The flote feſcue affords excellent feed for horſes. | Mr. | -- 
Stillingfleet, quoting a piece publiſhed in the Amœn. 
Academ. vol. III. entitled Plante Eſculentæ, takes notice, 
that the author of it ſays, artic. 90, „that the ſeeds of 
«© this graſs are gathered yearly in Poland, and from thence 
carried into Germany, and ſometimes into Sweden, and 
„e ſold under the name of manna-ſeeds. Theſe are much _ 
e uſed at the tables of the great, on account of their pa 
«nouriſhing quality and agreeable taſte.” > ol 
Our ingenious countryman, in his addition to this 1 „ 
has the following words. Mr. Dean, a very ſenſible 
farmer at Ruſcomb, Berkſhire, aſſured me, that a field, 
always lying under water, of about four acres, that was 
0 occupied by his father when he was a boy, was covered 
by a kind of graſs that maintained five farm-horſes in 
:. 8 good heart, from April to the end of harveſt, without 5 
= giving them any other kind of food, and that it yielded 
more than they could eat. He, at my delire, drought Hp. 
me ſome of the graſs, which proved to be the flote 
«* feſcue, with a mixture of the mar/hbent. Whether 
this laſt contributes much towards furniſhing ſo good a 
8. paſture, I cannot ſay. They both throw out roots at the 55 
joints of the ſtalks, and therefore likely to grow to a gret 
3 40 length. In the index of dubious plants at the end of 
« Ray? s Synopſis, there is mention made of a graſs, under 
the name of gramen caninum ſupinum longiſſimum, grow- 5 
0 ing not far from Sakibury, twenty-four feet es gee 55 
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ET COMMERCIAL B. 301 
e muſt, by its length, be a graſs with a creeping ſtalk; 
& and that there is a graſs in Wiltſhire, growing in watery. 
e meadows, ſo valuable that an acre of it lets from ten to 


cc twelve pounds, [ have been informed by ſeveral perſons. 


% Theſe circumſtances incline me to think it muſt be tha 


6c Aote feſcue; but, whatever graſs. it be, it certainly mult 


0 * deſerve to be enquired after. : 
„ There is a clammineſs on the ear of the foe Fi 
« when the ſceds are ripe, that taſtes like honey, as I have 
often found; and for this reaſon, perde they: are 
60 * Gallen manna-ſeeds. 
Linnæus Flor. Suec. art. 95, ſays, that the rail of this : 
CT ok will cure horſes troubled with bots, if kept from 
55 ; 4 drinking for ſome hours.“ 80 far the a ingenious 1 
5 Mr. Stillingfleet. 85 : 
| Jon, I ſhould be apt to e from wha 7 is ſaid 1 
77 in that the flote feſcue is one of the beſt graſſes that we 
can cultivate for the uſe of our horſes, and the more 
eſpecially, as it appears to thrive beſt in wet low maren 5 
Where many other graſſes would not grow. _ 
There are at Cla&om-lodze, in the count ty of Effex, not 
far from Thorp, ſome low meadows, which are every year 
| flooded for months together during the winter ſeaſon: theſe 
: meadows are covered with a corals ofa remarkable fattening | 
5 quality; for when old cows were turned into them, though 85 
they were ever ſo poor and low in fleſh, they would, in a 
ſpace of time ſurpriſingly ſhort, grow fat; 5 and, NNN. | 
killed, the meat would look as fine, and taſte as well, 
that of any ſteer, or ox, I ever eat. This fact was old: ; 
me at the lodge, whilſt I was dining on a large joint of 
| this meat, with the gentleman who then occupied the farm. Ls 
I cannot help 1 imagining, that the grals growing in theſe 
meadows | is the Fate feſcue; but as I have not Deen lately | 
in that part of England, 1 have had no opportunity: of ex- 
amining . | | | | 


1 is another erat s, mentioned by Mr. Selling gflect, 


: which ſeems particularly well adapted to 45 ary fa ms; ; that | 
| is, the annual meadow grals, | 


Vor. II. No. 10. Rr „ 1 
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52 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
Our author obſerves this makes the fineſt of turfs. It is 


called in ſome parts the Suffolk graſs. He has ſeen, he ſays, 
Whole fields of it in High Suffolk, without any mixture of 

bother graſſes; and as ſome of the beſt ſalt-butter we have 

ia London comes from that county, it & moſt 88 to be 


the beſt graſs for the dairy. 
It would be a very eafy matter to procure plenty of the 


ſeeds of this graſs from Suffolk; by which means it might 
de propagated and cultivated in all parts of England, were : 
__ the ſoil and ſituation were adapted to its growth, 5 
Ig is indeed amazing, amidſt the great variety af AY" 5 
Wich grow naturally in England, that fo few farmers have | 
bad any thought about improving their meadows and pa 
tures: they ſeem to take every thing upon truſt, imagining, 
perhaps, that the graſs they find growing naturally in their * 
grounds is much better, and more adapted to the nature 


5 
. : #; 
Ry 
\ 4 
5 * 


of the ſoil, than * other 558 could ſow, or n. cul- e 


_ tivate, in its ſtead, 


Thbis is, indeed, a very narrow way of thinking; ok — 


ſhould it be encouraged, would ſoon pat a "op to all i im- 5 


provements in huſbandry. 


We have long been collered by 8 it is time few us 2 . 

| to ſhake off our fetters, and rouze ourſelves from the deep 
— lethargy which has prevented us from perceiving, or at leaſt ” i 
from removing, the diſadvantages of the old huſbandry, te 
practice of which is, in _ nn, abſurd,” Ty, RY 


and againſt nature, 


Many ſtruggles have, Within this century, been made to 1 
improve our huſpandry; but theſe were, in a great mea-= _ 
| ſure, without ſucceſs, till the eſtabliſhment of the ſociety — 
of which we are members: then, it is true, a dawn of 
hope began to revive in the breaſt of every lover of his 
e The premiums they have offered have occaſioned . 
ſoqe improvements, and there is no reaſon ne, but „ 


may good effects will proceed from them. 


Few farmers are now ſtrangers to the advantages reſulting 8 


8 from the culture of clover, eſpecialiy on ſtrong lands, where 


1 thrives to admiration, | 1 have ſcen amazing _ of this 


e ET COM MERCIAI. E. 303 
5 hay got from fields, which before yielded the oecupier 


ſcarcely any fodder for his cattle; whereas, by the culture 


of this uſeful plant, he is enabled to encreaſe his ſtock, and 
vary his crops to a much greater advantage. | 
Clover now often ſupplies the place of a fallow, and very 
fine wheat is found to grow upon a clover lay, though 
the crop is not, perhaps, ſo large as when it is fown ona 
fallow, N 
The lucern was formerly ala” an exotic 1 
yet we find it thrives very well in England, eſpecially 
if it is cultivated in Mr. Rocque's method, of which 1 
ſee a Correſpondent of yours has obliged the public with : 
2 detail. ; 
The advantages reſulting from the PETE of Linefoin 
5 hene long been known in Kent, and many other parts of g 
England, where a great deal of it is annually ſow nun. 
The Kentiſh farmers find it thrives well, and yields 1 
reaſonable encreaſe, in ſoils where ſcarcely any other plant, 
fit to produce fodder for their cattle, would at all take: 
ſuch ate the chalky foils to be met with in many parts of 2» 
| that county. = : 
© Our artificial Sa are now G much encaſed; that 1 . 
3 bobs no farmer will be at a loſs what kind to ſow: they 
tre, one or other of them, ſuited to every ſoil and circum- 
ſtance; and there is, in fact, no pretence for the ill-judged - 
— practices which have long been e by the eren of Us 
land in England. | 
By the help of artificial . we may crop our lands : 
5 without allowing any year of fallow, and yet gratify the 
ſoil with a [greater variety. than the old ee, would 
d dmit of. 8 
Fer farmers are enough ſenſible of as very great ad- 
vantages that may be made by judiciouſſy ſowing pulſe or 
luegumenous plants, ſuch as peas, beans, tares, Cc. no- 
thing can be more effectual for deſtroying wee, nothing 
can better tend to {Pepe land for a "mg crop of, 
A wheat, 1 
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3% MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
I ſhall not detain your readers longer at this time, 


but defer evan ging on this ſubject till another opportunity 
oecurs to, 


GexTLEMEN, | 
| London, . Tour humble ſervant, a OS 
May 245 Pe e BY-STANDER. 


F- 


NUMBER LXXXIX. 


7 1 Fakes to. the Editors, on the Benefit of ſowing IWheat, in 1 
particular Inſtances, on an Oat-Stubble; and on the Advan- 


tages reſulting, Jon: the Uſe of C Chalk as a Manure to Sao 


Soils. i 


| GenTLEMEN, 
oa 1 caiftake not, ſome of your correſpondents have e ex- 


preſſed a ſurpriſe, that wheat ſhould follow oats in 4 
„Sourſe of crops; as I have a little leiſure on my hands, ſhall : 


8 endeavour to give them ſome ſatisfaction i in this point. 


I have been many years a farmer in this county, and though 
: I did not finiſh my education at Cambridge, yet I flatter my- 


ſelf, I am not. entirely I: of what Tall MO 


knowledge. | | 


In many caſes experience is the beſt inſtructor; and if to this = 
a farmer adds obſervation on cauſes and e he can ſcarce- EE 2 


15 17 fail of ſucceſs in his occupation. 


Ilive within a few miles of the eaſtern extremity of Eſir, 
— where; though our practice may not be much refined by mo- 
dern improvements, phy is it far from being clogged with | 


. Ay: obſtinate errors. 5 | 45 
YO he chief manure that we e depend e on "for our lands in till 


age, is vard- dung; and this is well known 1 to breed an infinity 
ol weeds, inſomuch that when we dung a fallow, and ſow _ 
it with wheat, the crop is over-run, choked with, and almoſt Y 
deſtroyed by weeds, which h ſpring: up. with it, and "Iccompany ; 


it in its growth, 


It was natural for us to feck "Xu a remedy for lo great an 
evil; and this, after many years, if tradition (peaks truth, "Was 


© luckily diſcovered. 
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a ſingle hedge. 


5 circumſtances and contingencies. 


- ; Robbornoeh of the ſoil. 
= Bom fiftzen to thirty tumbril loads on an acre. 


ET COMMERCIALFE. 305 
The remedy above hinted at, is no other than ſowing 


white oats on our fallow, as a firſt crop: theſe, for we allow 
a large quantity of dung to an acre, take off the rankneſs, 


deſtroy numberleſs weeds, and 8 the land to yield 2 


| ſweet crop of wheat. 


I perceive, ſome of your correfjondeis know. thing of 


this huſbandry; but they ſhov!d not, like the mole, think all | 


light reeling; that is too powerful for their weak eyes. 
Very few underſtand all branches and methods of. huſ- 


bandry; and indeed it is commonly ſaid, that the art of 
farming can never be completely attained : we therefore 


ſhould never think ourſelves too old to learn. 1 
A ſyſtem that may do extremely well on one "Rom 


would ruin the tenant, if indiſeriminately applied to 


practice on another, perhaps only divided from the firſt by 
A farmer, to thrive, mult be a judge of 


What might be very ex 


pedient, and even neceſſary, in one caſe, would, perhaps, 
DS downright. madneſs in another. 


1 every farmer to think betore he acts; 


= adviſe, therefore, " 


j for more farmers are 
Tuned for want of th. nking, than for want of working. . 


Some of your readers may, perhaps, be ignorant of the 


great benefits reſulting from the uſe of hatk; as a manure 


on clay lands: from experience I recommend the ule of it; 
but it ſhould be laid on rough, in large clock. 


will be more gradually benefited oy i, 
Air will penetrate, and crumble, the clo: Is; ; and the land on 
Which the chalk | is laid will ſoon be brous | 5 
. fermentation, reduced and pulveriſed i in a ſpecial manner, N 
inſomuch that afterwards one ploughing will go as far to- 
wards bringing it into tilth, as two would r 


ght 1 into a ſtate of 5 


The quantity of chalk ſnould be proportioned to ihe 


The virtues of this manure are not exhauſted t at 
fealt, twenty years; neither are they much perceived till the 


\ third year; but for twelve or fourteen years the farmer 
has reaſon to thank thoſe who. adviſcd him to the tcp of 


5 n Nis 13 lands: and E 18 he who c can 9 0 0 do 


and the land 
. he lalts in the 


have uſed it in various quantities; 35 
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it, provided he has a long leaſe ; for lands, not worth five 
ſhillings an acre, have, by this means, been, in a wan or 


55 (WO, made worth twenty. 
Tam, GenTLEMEN, 
Your humble ſervant, and Wolle, e 
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NUMBER XC, 


— 4 Litter to the Editors on the Benefit of Lins when appli £ 


as a Manure t to 0 Jandy Soil. 


\ GenTLEMEN, 


N my letter to you e on the a of 8 or Fai as ; food - $0 
for cattle, (ſee Numb. XXXIX. page 118 of this Volume) 
1 mentioned having found great benefit from Amiog ſome 


of the land therein deſcribed. 


Is have now only time to give a an account of one carticalar Z 

piece of the ſandy ground, of about ſix acres, which had 
been ploughed at leaſt thirty years, and ſeldom, or never, 
produced a good crop; and vaſtly ſubject to what we 


| cal walder, and buddle, bodle, or goula, as ſome call it. 


The opinion of the farmers being, that lime would do 1 
5 very little or no good on ſtale ploughed lands, induced me ] 
to make the experiment on two acres of this field, as I ad _ 

| conceived 2 different opinion: I therefore had rather 
more than a Wincheſter buſhel of lime laid on every perch, | 
| and this too after a very bad crop of barley, which was 
full of the above-mentioned weeds. It having been well 
cleared from graſs, I had it ſown the beginning of Decem- 
ber following with wheat: the produce was 9 5 and : 


inee from any kind of weeds. . 


This ſucceſs made me, the year before laſt, 1 tw-o | 
= ac more of it (which had produced a very poor crop af 
tares) in the ſame manner; and as the wheat-land was ſo . 
very clean, I had that ſown again with wheat, the two 
_ acres Laſt limed, and alſo the SEA. two eren which ED 


ad. 
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ET COMMERCIALE. 305 
had been ſown with buck, or French wheat, and ſtood for 
a crop, partly by way of experiment, and alſo to bring 
this field into one tilth: the conſequence was, that part 
which was wheat before was good, and clear from weeds; 


the laſt limed exceeding good, and quite free from weeds; 


but the other part, which had not been at all e was 5 
full of thoſe weeds, and hardly worth mowing “. 
I am therefore, from the reſult of theſe experiments, in- 


clined at preſent to believe, that lime will ſeldom fail of 


ſucceſs on ſtale ploughed land, ſuch as ſand and gravel, 
provided a ſufficient quantity be laid on, as it cloſens theſe 


lands, and by that means, 1 ene, it e the 5 
7 weeds from N 


Lam, GonTLeman, | TY 
Your moſt humble W 
e A KENTISHMAN, 


1 


NUMBER XCI. 


4 Tetier to the Editors, deſc ribing an * for i 
Drains; and alſo relative to the IE G rafſes that are 5 


” for wet Clays... 


-Ge NTLEMEN, 


2 7 is with pleaſure that I read. your alk TY which : 
is ſo well calculated for conveying uſeful knowledge from 
one part of the kingdom to another, I ſhall offer my 
mite, if you think it worthy of a place in your collection: 
if not, when you have read it, you may lay it aide, and Cs, 
5 che trouble of reading it will not be great, 5 
It is upon a ſimple, but uſeful, inſtrument for draining , 
1 5 1 land, which we call 4 guttering, or dianning lag b. 
and is worked by one man only: 
2 plough drawn by horſes, for ſcveral reaſons; 25 in wet 
” .[ and (which i is the And that wants ts draining) d the  horfes tread 


. * We ould be 1150 if this gentleman would, at bis leiſure, 
enter more at at large on his mazagoinent of his poor land, N. 


© 4 prefer it to that = 
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3088 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 120 
too much, and are more chargeable than this worked 
by one man, though perhaps that may make a deeper 
drain; but this will make one of ſix or eight inches deep. 
It is uſed much for draining of bleaching-grounds in this 
part of the country, and may do very well for wet clay 
meadow-land, where the ſoil is but ebb, and apt to 


put up a large quantity of ruſhes, as much of the meadow- 


land with us is apt to do after ſuch a wet winter as the | 
: laſt has been. es | 
In flat clay dawn. if a drain: of four or Gre 
inches broad, and fix or eight inches deep, be made be- 
| tween every land, and the clods gathered in heaps, and 


mixed with lime or dung, or both, to ferment together, 
it affords a good quantity of manure to be laid upon 
the land, ben well rotted, and is very ſerviceable ſor 


| preventing the ruſhes from getting ſuck x head: is they. 


are apt to do in our wet land; but I do not find that - 


it will effectually kill them: if any of your correſpondents 

will favour us with a method, or manure, that would 

effectually kill them, it would be very e 1 an, . 
perlus aded, to many of your een 5 


Whether this method be univerſally bes ite, or not, 15 1 
know not; but this I know, it has not been long in uſe with 


us in this part of the country; but, from its great utility, 1 


it ought to be publicly known and practiſed in wet land: 


and if any of your correſpondents, where the practice has 


been of longer uſe with them, will favour us with any im- 
provements upon ſo uſeful an inſtrument, or the manner of 


working it, it will be very agreeable to mau of the ; 
readers and well-wiſhers to your uſeful work, + SY 


Some may, perhaps, think it too hard labour for one 0 
man to work with it; but I can certify, by experience, that 


one man, of middling ſtrength and activity, will do as 
i much work as a dozen, or more, with little thovels; 3 which _ 

bas been practiſed aſore· time with us. N 5 

As my ſituation is upon a wet clay with little foil; 1 1 — 


not made many FAPETIEnLS with artificial graſs, which has 3 


3 
2 
55 
fil 
Ws 
"By; 
wa 
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5 been ſo ack treated of in your uſeful collection; only clover, 
which I can get to anſwer tolerably well for one year, 
but the winter often deſtroys much of it; and once a 

mall parcel of 97 Sraßs, which [ think more W upon 
wet land. : 

My common Gelben for paſture, whan 1 deſign a piece 

= of land to lie after ſeveral years tillage, is, to leave it 
upon the wheat root; by which means it comes to graſs the 

ſooner ; and, as the land lies higher upon the ridge, it is 
| kept dryer in the winters which, it in our wet land, ought | 
to be much regarded. 8 

As I occupy but a ſmall quantity of nd, baving 5 
other buſineſs upon hand, I have not made ſo many ex- 

periments in agriculture as in ſome other things, which I 
may ſometime or other, perhaps, communicate to You, W. 
Jou think them worth your gbſeryation *. 

But as writing and drawing are not my occupation, you 5 
1 maſt excuſe any inaccuracy in the ſtyle, or incorrectneſs in 

_ drawing, well knowing that you: can correct the ones. 
and your engraver the other. 5 

Ik any of your correſpondents —__ favour | us with 
= the reſult of their experiments relative to the propereſt 

artificial graſs to be ſown gp wet clay land, with the beſt 
method of managing it, it would, I am perſuaded, de 

: very acceptable jo gang of your readers, 0. particularly : 
5 1 5 


Von humble ſervant, > Ve 


8 Gorton, x near e Mancheftr Z ras Je 


0008 I, Lie 


- . We ſhould be DO to hear r from this correſpondent on the 
15 nahes he alludes to. N. FF 
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' Ficurn of the INSTRUMENT. 
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dies 
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ExrLanatiON of the Ficunr, 


A; the pont. 
E, B, the right-hand ſide. 33 N 
no C, the left-hand fide. Theſe ſides are perpendi- 


_ cular, or upright, eight inches high, or more, or leſs, as 
you pleaſe; the fore-edge inclining backward, which is 
made ſharp for cutting, as likewiſe the point A. The 
diſtance between the two ſides four or five inches, 


the width you would have the _ or 3 to be 
: made, TC; 


'D, ſhews where the ſtale goes into the her: 8 


50 there is here a ſmall wedge on the under fide to ſet it 
| higher or lower, when it is worked with, From F 
to G, a rib is faſtened, as alſo one on the other ſide, 
to make it the breadth of the mouth, that the end a 
lie upon it till it is ready to turn off. 


H, a ſtrong peg about a foot hag: 1 two inches : 


/ Gaincter, faſtened to the fide of the ſtale with ſcrews : 3 


tis peg reſteth upon the land when the clod i is to be turned 
out of the mouth, 3 


I, K, a croſs. piece three feet long” 7 bade, and % 


8 puſh with, or againſt, when i it is at work. 


NUMBER xcll. 


| 4 Litter. to the Editers. concerning a very ingenious neto- . 


invented Carriage, much ſuperior, for carrying. heavy 
| Loads, without Injury to the Roads, to any new in 


Dye, yet not more e ve in | the ee than com nnen 
- Carriages... | | 


| GexTLenGn, 


7 "OU did me the heads to inſert in your collection 
(Vol. I. No. CXII. page 477) a paper of mine, 


ch. ſome plans of Carriages. that might be uſcful to the 
; buſbandman ; and gardeoer. Vf. 
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III MUSEUM RUSTICUM —_ 
Since that time I have ſeen one of them executed. It iy 
the ſmall wheel- barrow, which has anſwered fo well, as 
to perform, with one boy, the work of four men with four 
common barrows. : 
Though this contrivance is . a a triling nature, yet, 1 
We, imagine, in large I it | m_ fave ſeveral 
ö guineas in 2-7. 
But in a trading nation, where ialnd. navigation is difi- 
cult or tedious, nothing can certainly be of more generat 
utility than a contrivance which ſhall leſſen the expence of 
| land carriage. 
This (as, I imagine, 13 | Avon to every perſon killed i in : 
the principles of mechanics) could eaſily be effected for a 
ſew years; but the iujuries the roads muſt ſuffer in the end, 
or the continual expence neceſſary to keep them in re- 
pair, would in a ſhort time counterbalance the 1 
5 which would at firſt ariſe from it. : 
The only method that remains is, thersfors, to conſtruct 2 
z carriage that ſhall carry a much greater weight, in pro- 
portion to the number of horſes that are to draw it, than 


I k flatter myſelf, that 5 bare invented A machine which 4 
5 mall anſwer all theſe ends. — 
It is ſomething like the cart for hay, mentioned by me „ 
71 uy page 477, above feſerted to, | 
Im that paper I only offered it to Oe evil 
* tion of the ingenious. Since that time, 1 had re- 
= courſe to experiment, which ſhould alone encourage me 


to ſpeak with confidence of ſuccels in any — of this : 
nature. - 


FL. models of the W cart 26d waggon now : 

in uſe, I tried one of the carriage above mentioned. With _ 

ie ſame power, it moved three times and one fixth the 
weight that any “of the others did, and cut but half the 
depth that chey did. into the loft ſubſtance upon which 1 a 
tried then. . 


1 tare = 


any yet invented, that ſhall not injure the roads, nor yet 1 
coſt more in its tuſt purchaſe than common carriages 1 
now do. 
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11 have been, for a ſhort time fince then, in og 


| | Hind, where a nobleman, with whom I am acquainted; 
| Tried a carriage ſomething reſembling this, though want- _ 
ing a material principle of it; which had ſuch ſucceſs 
| as to be ſhewn to Lord Northumberland for his appro- 
dation. 


With the improvements I hawk ſince rinde © in my omer 


plan, J imagine it WE Yor much exceed wy carriage yet 
. invented. ; 


Firſt, 2s four horſes ſhall i in \ this yy the work of twelve in 


: any other carriage. 


Secondly, as, by its an upon two wheels only, . 


i greater weight can, by the moſt avaricious carrier, be 
placed upon it, to injare the Oy than | two horſes can ” 
*-- ſupport. 


Thirdly, as it is ; kſv renz in its 6:8 AuAure. . 
And, fourthly, as it will keep the roads, with very 


nile coſt, in ſuch repair as to be equally convenient 
for the fiogle-horſe, the | a chaiſe, and Ovary 0 other car- 
2 riage, 5 


1 have not, at reſet, Life to fond you an a OT | 


df it, with dimenſions, &c. If, however, it ſhould be 
deſired, I will either procure you a draught of it, or ſend 
a model of it to whatever place you ſhall direct“: or 
” any perſon in particular, or the fociety for promoting arts 
© general, ſhould deſire it, I believe I could procure Aa 
EK workman who would enter into engagements as to its L 
kucceſs, IS N 1 to bis . 5 


. 


* We are e obliged t to our 3 for this ſeconld 5 


Wh taken of his approbation of our endeavours to ſerve the public; HE 
and his future letters will always with pleaſure be received. If 
this gentleman will ſend up to Mr. Newbery” s, in St. Paul's 

. Church-Yard, the model of his carriage, or, If he rather chuſes 
it, an accurate draught, with a deſcription of the whole, and the 


ſeveral proportions and dimenſions of the parts, together with 


the reſult of his experiments, we will take care to have a Plate =. 


hn and iner it in our work. E. N. 
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Ik this letter ſhould be thought worthy a place in your 


: collection, I ſhall be extremely glad that the amuſement of 
my leiſure hours ſhould, in ay meaſure, be of utility te 
| the — 


3 am, GENTLEMEN, 8 
| Your reader and admirer, : 


TL EEE LL. 


NUMBER XIII. 


On the ban of ſowing Wheat Seed ina dry Seaſon urban, 


in a Letter to the Editors, ; 


GENTLEMEN, 8 
\XPERIENCE, which is the beſt miley” po infirac-' 
treſs in matters which relate to huſbandry, has taught 


5 me a very uſeful truth. 


I had a few years ago a large field, containing twenty 


8 acres, which I had fallowed with 8 care, and Fee 
e for ſowing in wheat. | 


Half of this field 1 bed! in 8 uſual way,  foking and 


| liming my ſeed ; but happening not to have ſeed enough 
prepared, and other buſineſs urging me, through haſte I ſowed 
the remaining ten acres with good ſound plain wheat, dry, 
without liming, ins, -briglngs ; or * other prepara- : 


tion whatever... 
The ſeaſon 8 to be ary, 5 and the FIRED ES 
The ſoked ſecd preſently ſprouted, and appeared above 


ground; but it was, the greateſt part of it, ſoon parched, 
„ -*flarved, and burnt up in its premature growth, ſo that, on 
«this ide the field, I had at harveſt but a very thin and poor 
erop; whereas the ſeed on the other half lay ſecure, with- 
out ſprouting during the long drought, and when the firſt. 
rains came, grew as favourably as I could wiſh, and what 1 is 
Fe t better, yielded 2 very plentiful return at barveſt, | 


Imagining it might be of uſe to my brother farmens, * 5 


5 . to them this parti heough the channel of _ 
OY 1 work. | | 


The affair abobe mentioned "I: ever 1 determined: me. 


in a dry ſeaſon, to ſov my wheat feed naked and unpreparcd; 
and I L ave never once failed a of — in this practice. 


3 


Aa 
2 


ET COMM E 'RCIALE:; — 2 
i any huſbandman ſhould reap benefit by this advice, it 


will give me a very ſenſible pleaſure, and amply repay me for 


the little ſhare of trouble 1 have had in N to you this 


FR letter. 


Before I conclude, I mul teſtity to you my appeobathon of 


your undertaking ; and I hope, for the benefit of farmers hs. 
| that you will continue it, 1 


N am, GENT LEMEN, 
Tour bumble ſervant, 


Worceſter June I, Wd ne 


. 


_ 


NUMBER XIV. 


4 Letter 72 the 2 diters, e N = Alteration of the Plan 


BO of: the Wor 
GenTLEMEN,. 1 15 
Have been, ever ſince the publication of your Firſt Number, : 


1 a purchaſer of your work, and muſt own that I amabun- 
LE dantly ſatisfied with the peruſal of many curious pieces, 
which] find to be contained in it; yet you will, T hope, per- 
mit me to point out an amendment of your plan, which 


- 1 would, I conceive, be very agrecable t to numbers of your more 
intelligent readers. 


I have long eſteemed your work 2 | valuable repoſitory: R of D 
whatever is to be found moſt curious in agriculture, the arts, 


= manufactures, and commerce: but would it not be better if 
5 you reſerved it for the inſertion of ſuch pieces, and ſuch only, - 
das are truly deſerving of the attention of the curious reader, 
either from the novelty, or uſefulneſs of their contents? 


75 Many of my friends are e of n this would be an improve- : 
ment of your plan. 8 


I do not pretend to ſay there are in your colleAion any 2 


letters totally undeſerving of notice; but I cannot help 
| remarking, that many things occur, communicated by your 
correſpondents, which ſeem ſcarcely worthy a place in ſuch | 
a work; things which moſt intelligent farmers and country : 

- gentlemen. have Deen dong ren with. 


Few 


* 


means, in the ſpaceo 
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* 


Fewof the readers of your work want, I preſume, to be 
inſtructed in common things: they read with an intention of 
improving themſelves in their practices; and if they meet, in : 

your collection, matters recorded, which they were before 
well acquainted with, they are at leaſt diſappointed in their 


expected improvements sx. 


I I preſume not to dictate, yet could wiſh to ſee this altera 
tion take place, as the world would thereby be much more 
benefited by your excellent papers, than it now poſſibly can 
be; for how great muſt be the uſe of ſuch a regular monthly 
publication, of twenty or thirty letters, all written on 
matters equally new and curjous!? © 


ſubſeribe myſelf, GgenTLemey, / 


June 7, 1754. 


Four conſtant reader, 
A CounTary Vicar. 


8 favour us with their ſentiments reſpecting the ; plan of our 5 3 os | 
| which we would willingly make as perfect as poſſible, and im- 
Prove it in any proper manner that may be pointed out to uf, 


royided it is not thereby rendered leſs extenſively uſefyl. We 


* 


5 CEN it is true, among our readers, many gentlemen eminent for 
their knowledge and Experience, to whom ſome of the pieces 
cContained in our work, being written on ſubjects by them wel! 
| known, may poſſibly appear aizef infipid ; but it muſt at te ff 
lame time be obſerved, that great numbers of our readers are 
Plain, honeſt, well-meaning farmers, who know nothing of what 
zs practiſed at any conſiderable diſtance from the place in which 
they live. We would doubtleſs wiſh-to give all poſhble ſatisfac- _ 
tion to the firſt claſs of intelligent readers; yet muſt we not, in 
the mean time, forget the —— 
Our work, as we have more than once obſerved, is intended as a 
channel of intelligence to convey the uſeful practices of one part of 
the kingdom to other places where they are not known; by which 
2 few years, all parts of the kingdom will 
be equally improved in their methods of culture When mat- 
ders are brought to this point, then may we chearfully embrace _ 
the plan pointed out to us by our correſpondent, and admit no 
common things into our work, as common things will then be 
generally known; but till then we cannot but think it highly 
|  neceſlary to encourage a mutual intercourſe of communication 
from various parts of the Britiſh dominions: we ſhall, however, 
de ſtill careful, as we have hitherto been, not to admit any mat= _ 
ters that are univerſally, or even generally known to the practi- 
aal farmers, as it is their improvement which we have greatly _ 


at heart. E. R. W. 


the honeſt farmers. - 
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NUMBER. xcv. 


1 tibi llc: curæ, primum en tive, HE 
| Lappeque tribulique abſint : — Vino. Georg. = 


4 Letter to the Editors, bee to a . offered by the 


Society for promoting Arts, for diſcovering a 8 ion n fer 
e Sheep net A to the Mol. 5 


' GunTLENEN, „ | | | —— 
TN page 389, No. LXXX vIIL vol . of the 22 : 
Ruſticum, I obſerve a letter, where the writer takes a very 
particular notice of a premium, iſſued ſome years ago, or 


a compoſition for marking ſheep without injuring the wool, 4 
is now done by the uſe of pitch; in the courſe of which he 
| hath given a circumſtantial detail of the ſociety's proceed. 
ings relative to that matter, yet without that due circeum- 

| fpeQtion, I preſume, the affair demanded. 


In the recital of tranſactions, accuracy ſhould always bs 


attended to, as plain narrative is more „ acquired than =O 
elegance of ſtyle. 8 


Vor. LN th . 3 It 
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It is probable, the writer might receive his intelligence 
at a ſecond hand, and there the error begins: for when 
the committee tried the different compoſitions, by waſhing 

them in hot water and ſoap, he adds, that they all failed | 


but one; part of all the ſubſtances always adhering to the 


 wodl, in i ſoite of ſuch waſhing ; inſtead of which it ſhould 
have been ſaid, no part of ſuch ſubſtances were at all diſ- 
: charged by ſuch waſhing, but al! remained obſtinately 
fixed, except one, and that one was an x earth Us the ochrous 


1 kind, &c., 


Why he ſhould denounce that — to be of the 5 
8 ochrous kind, I know not, unleſs it was from its colour; 
for its properties, by no means, correſpond with any 
ſpecies of ochre, as none of that tribe can dye a colour, 

but, by their adheſion, act in fta ſulftantia, ters. ; 
muſt inevitably waſh out in a ſhort time, _ 


Il hope the author will forgive this ſtricture, a8, Joslcdet E 
5 1 intention was to convey the beſt intelligence . 


friend: my deſign, therefore, in this letter, is, to elucidate 


| the paper already ſpoke of, by inſerting ſome particulars 


very neceſſary to be known by every reader, who is deſi- 


rous that ſuch an uſeful diſcovery, as the compoſition. now | 


- referred to, may not be laid aſide, and buried in oblivion. 


The ſociety, on their publication of the advertiſement = 


5 for * compoſition for the marking of ſheep, eee e 


their intentions to the two following weighty objects, vz. 1 
cheapneſs and durability; for without two ſuch qualities = 


4 its uſe would be totally impracticable. 


The candidate, therefore, whoſe compoſition only Re = 


the various trials made by the committee, and was by them 1 


referred for a ſubſequent experiment, ſhewed great judg- : 


ment in his thus perfecting thoſe two important motives | __ 


and adding thereto a third, viz, the facility of Miſcharging: _ 


5 it from the wool, at any period, in a common waſh. 


All the other ſubſtances, which have been offered for the EE 


above premium, have been compounded ; ſome of pitch Þ|_ 


| only, the candidate adviſing it to be beat out of the fleece; 
others pitch and tar: dome were common n plaſters, others 
_ were 


2 , ne. 


ET COMMERCIALE. 31709 
were embodied with bees · wax: even colours, with drying 
dil, were produced, both for the laſt and former premiums. 


The prices excluded many; the uſual bad effects, the 


= moſt of them ; and the impoſſibility of Wenn and ren · 
dering the wool clean, ALI. 


Under theſe circumſtances, the Wee, by an advertiſe- 


jo ment, ordered the candidate to ſend one hundred weight of 
the compoſition, whoſe ſpecimen was marked A. B. C. D. E. F. 
and that the ſame might be put in ten caſks, for the con- 
venience of the gentlemen who might deſire to make an 
experiment; to which was ſubjoined a fuller account of the 
manner of uſing, &c, than what had before appeared to 
"ie committee : 4 which paper, by ſome miſtake or other, 1 5 
never was delivered, and, in all probability, may have been 
1 the occaſion of the matter ſleeping, as it now doth. : 
| However, that your readers may partake of the . ws 
. tage that may hereafter ariſe from the uſe of ſo valuable a 
| diſcovery, and which, before this time, would have been 
put in practice, but for the moſt cogent reaſons, I have 
procured a copy of the above paper, with an [ hay 1 
communicate it in your Muſeum *. 5 
 T own, it is a little ſurpriſing the ſociety mould not come 
to ſome reſolution in the matter, eſpecially as there is only 
a ſingle candidate, and lo conſpicuous a ſtep made in ſuch 
an intereſting concern. Where there are competitors, * 
is difficult to preſerve an impartiality; but, in the former 
| caſe, ſuppoſing any difficulties to have ariſen in the proof of 
the ſucceſs of the compoſition, I ſee not the leaſt impro- 
piriety in the ſociety calling in the aid of the candidate to 
— perfect what he ſcems ſo worthily to have begun. f 


"Tam, GENTLEMEN, 3 
Sil Your moſt humble ſervant, . 


M. S. A. 


o "We are 1 obliged to our 2 confront for 10 impor- 


. tant a communication, (which immediate y follows this article) 


and ſhall take care to ſet a proper value. on any ent Pieces he a 
| my favour 1 us with H. 
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NUMBER XCVL 


A Paper referred to in the laſt Article, : 


T the Riche Eee ad orb; c. Ke: FI * 
Society for the "RICE. of 421 eee, 
and Commerce. 7 oy 


| GenTLEME N, 


© is with ſingular pleaſare 1 kin complies 51 your 5 
order for one hundred weight of my compoſition for 
tbe marking of ſheep, Sc. And give me leave to aſſure 
you, I receive the higheſt ſatisfaction in being informed, 
that, amongſt ſo many candidates, mine alone merited your 
farther conſideration, The ſubſequent trials, which you 
have reſerved for a determination, I alſo gladly rely upon, 
and frankly ſubmit tho deciſion. to "ow! candour and im- 
Nan judgment. oy 
To the inſtructions which 1 WY you 8 FAILS is 5 
the ſpecimen of my compoſition, marked A.B.C. DEF. 
I alſo ſubjoined a blanket, with thoſe letters inſerted. The | 
three firſt are done with the compoſition you have been 
pleaſed to order; the laſt three with another ſort, which, 
upon repeated trials, I was induced to reject, firſt, on ac- 
count of the price, and ultimately, as it doth not ftand 
the weather ſo well; which may be judged of, by viewing = © 
| the blanket: of this kind, therefore, 1 have ſent | in no be-. =_ 
: cimen, deeming it needleſs. 1 5 
In] the above paper I have ſaid, that the 3 may 
be had for eighteen ſhillings per bundred weight, and that 
the ſame will mark one thouſand ſheep. In that I am to 
be underſtood where the compoſition is dry: for one hun- 
d red weight of the compoſition-powder makes one hundred _ 
and a half when mixed up for uſe, which then reduces . 
| the price conſiderably. Inſtead, thereſore, of one thouſand, _ 
| it will mark filteen hundred my; or upwards, in the 
5 uſual . 
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aha) manner; 3 which is about half a my for each 
ſheep. 

In my enquiry relative to the diſcovery of W 00 5 


5 the marking of ſheep, Sc. I have confined myſelf 


chiefly to the price, as cheapneſs is the prime conſideration ; 


the next, to colour: there I have conformed to red, which 

is the moſt approved of among the ſhepherds ; yet, reſpect- 
ing its duration in the weather, it is no motive, as the 
compoſition may be as effectually transferred into any other 
colour. I have alſo retained the common and eaſy manner 
of marking with the iron, which is beſt underſtood by the 
farmer. I ſhall beg leave, therefore, to repeat the in- 
ſtructions more fully, e to the ata of ng! the 
- compolition, ; ROT 


To -every pound weight of the compoſition, pour on : 


half a pint of boiling water; ſtir it well: the veſſel to be 


uſed may be entirely at the option of the farmer. When 
| the matter is cold, dip the iron in it, and mark the ſheep _ 
in a ftrong and clear manner, in any part whatever, I 
prefer boiling water, that anſwering beſt. If what remains 
at any time unemployed ſhould grow dry, it may be wetted 
again as before, as no time can deftroy its property; and, 
being a powder, it will be Ly Rn 0 0 5 
the kingdom. N 5 


It is cuſtomary in many counties to mark twice a year, ”- 


5 even with pitch, Sc. for the various tranſitions of wea- 
ther, particularly froſts and dews, force ſuch friable ſub- 
ſtances to ſeparate into hard matty knots, and by that 

means render the mark obſcure; which inconvenience is, 

by my method, avoided,” as it dies not only the points, but 
the whole body of the wool, without altering the texture or 
feel thereof in the leaſt, If, by any error, there ſhould 
bereafter appear a neceſſity to mark a ſecond time, when 
the animal is in full coat, the expence will be found ſo 


= _ trivial, as even then not to exceed ms: price of the materials 
now in uſe, OE 


I ſhall not take up your time in reciting the prodigious ; 


advantage which muſt acerue to 9.308 public by fo beneficial 5 0 
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A liſcovery, in the ſaving ſo much time and wool, being a 


well appriſed of your ſuperior knowledge in thoſe two im- 


portant heads; but only add, that the compoſition will 
not waſh out of the fleece in cold, or hot water only, but 
with a little ſoap, or lye, it will totally diſcharge without 
| damage to the wool, and not leave the leaſt ſtain behind. 


I am, GENTLEMEN, 
v ith the greateſt reſpect and eſteem, | 
Your moſt obedient, 
=. And N humble ſervant, 


May i, 1764 RES 7» 


NUMBER xn. 


6 5 Two nber Errors in the Writers en Huſbandry, 2 


the Sowing of wy — 8 out ina | SO to the 
Editors. 755 e 


Skurtzunn, 


WO errors (which give me e to call niger 5 
ones, not from being the errors of the country peo- 


5 Prog 3 of the writers on huſbandry, by whom they are . 
conſtantly inſerted, and which, for want of the teſt f 
experience, are mere denen ſhall be "he: enen = F 
this letter. | 
Ih ue firſt is a general affertion, that the proper times bs. 8 
ſow araſs-ſeeds are at the ther end of the ſummer, or out Hy, 
Michaelmas. 3 5 1 
In the year 1762, 1 fowed han ground with 3 ol 
at the above- directed time. The ſeaſon was tolerable, | 
| and the ſeeds came up well, the ground being very fine. 
The winter was in general froſty, and much ſnow. The 
ſeeds, when I expected them to flouriſh in ſpring, were | 7 
almoſt quite eradicated, only here and there one being to be _ 
ſeen; ſo I was obliged to plough it up again. 5 


In 1763, concluding that the theory was ill he and 5 


the failure owing to the froſt, I ſowed another piece f 


ground 55 
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ground at the end of the ſummer with grafs-feeds, and ſome 
more with faintfoin. The following winter was quite open 
and mild; ſome rains before Chriſtmas, but good weather 
afterwards. The ſucceſs has been the ſame as the year be- 
fore, viz, a very great deficiency, eſpecially 1 in the ſaint- 


ſoin, which I have been forced to ſow again. 


I only mention thoſe two trials, as the ſucceſs was the 
ſame in different ſeaſons, but have often before tried this 
ſyſtem, perſiſting from an apprehenſion that the fault was 
either in the ſeed, or ſeaſons, or ſoil; but now I am perfectly 
convinced, that (unleſs winter can be turned into ſummer) > 
| late ſowing will not ſucceed once in five times, nor will 

5 1 ſowing fail above once in five. . 
* ſecond error in the huſbandry-writers is a on 
= aſſertion, that ſeeds ſhould never be ſown with corn; that 
the greedineſs of the farmer, by ſowing them together, . 
is a great loſs to bim in the future e * the 8 
RE graſs, „„ 55 
Il Will not ſo colundy: is bete inün on che falſity of 
1 5 this advice, but, on conſtant trials, will venture to ſay, 
that in light ſoils it is better for the land, and much more : 
enen to the farmer, to ſow them together. 7 
Let ground be ever ſo well tilled, there will remain in 
it a quantity of the ſeeds of annual weeds : : theſe will, on _ 
the land reſting, immediately ſprout, and about Midſum- 
Mer become a conſiderable crop, running out the goodneſs | 
of the ſoil, and ſmothering the feeds, (which are of a 
flower growth, being intended by Nature to continue 
longer) and, if not prevented by mowing, will ſhed their 
- ſeeds, and fill the ground for a next year's crop. 
If ſeeds are ſown with corn, the corn, being of quick 5 
. growth, prevents many of the weeds from growing; and 
the farmer, for the ſake of his crop, will have the more 
| groſs ones weeded out: by this means the following year 
the ground will be clear for the growth of the graſs-ſeeds ; 
not to mention ſome advantage of the ſtanding ſtubble being 
2 ſelter ii in winter for 155 young plants No 


1 


pie 1 
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I have frequently ſown, for the ſake of the experiment, 


part of a field in one way, part in the other; and will 
venture to affirm, that, in general, the ſeeds ſown with 
corn make the cleaneſt and beſt ſwarth; not but it will 

| happen, in particular years, that the corn will damage the 
| ſeeds by being too rank. I have a crop of barley juſt now 
on my ground, that I expect to ruin the ſaintfoin which 

was ſown with it, but it is particular, and may not happen 

| again, at leaſt, I never had it ſo before, unleſs from wy 5 


own miſmanagement. 


I have had experience in molt forts of woe; A | 
85 ſaintfoin, ray- graſs, trefoil, &'c, have ſown them at all 
times, and in all manners; and though, perhaps, the 
ſyſtem I follow, which is founded on it, may not ſucceed 
with others, yet I will never be inſtrumental (as all ſyſtem- 
mongers wth in 1 miſleading others by e 85 + 


| ; facts. ld 


Timothy and burnet will 1550 their run. The firſt i is a 

rank weed, common enough in this country: the ſecond = 

will, I am perſuaded, from the pains requiſite in the ma- 

nagement of it, enrich Mr. Rocque, by ſelling the ſeed at 
two per. = pound, more than all the e of w mm 


- 85 am, Guvrururs, &e. Eq. 


| Rvsr1evs, | 
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Detail f the 2 of mating ſolid ad = bias, 95 


4 Ne to the Editors. 


| GawrLmunN, | 


8 Jam a ſubſcriber to your „al which I 4 bande Si 
with great'pleaſure, I had an opportunity of obſerving, 
in page 50. of this volumes ng. order articles ſor r : 
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Pet-aſh—** The various kinds of aſhes row uſually in 


demand in theſe kingdoms, the ſubje&t of which the 
different kinds are made, and the proceſs for Tug 
each kind.“ : 
| Therefore, as I am conſidered] y concerned in the pot- 
| aſh trade, and am deſirous of communicating what has 
come under my knowledge and experience for the public 
good, it will give me great ſatisfaction if the little in- 
formation I can give 12 5 Hhould merit a x: place in the 
Muſeum Ruſticum x. | 
There are very Salta quantities of foreign aſhes, 
imported into this kingdom from Ruffia, Spain, c. 
in demand, and of different kinds; but as theſe come 
no farther under = cena. 1 ſhall treat CY of thoſe 
(that. A 


We have only two Ain 8 aſhes made in our country, 


: viz. ſolid, or hard, and comby, or eve aſhes, «ng. both i in 
= demand for home conſumption, _ 
The ſubjects, of Which the different kinds are © made, a are Y 
as C 


Mood: aſbes, which. are © ablocipalty made. in | tat . 
Ec. where wood is burnt as fuel, are bought up by the 

: pot-aſh burners, from ſix -pence to eight- pence, and ſome- 
Vor. II. Ne. 11. N Vu ” D times 


5 * We: are ermcly lige to this PEAR WI II for the Jafor- : 
15 mation he has given us reſpecting the making of pot-aſh ; and 
the more ſo, as we are fully convinced of 3 
this knowledge to the intelligent farmer. The writer of this 
note knew a farmer, in the county of Eſſex, who rented about 
two hundred pounds a year, and was thought to pay ſo dear 
for his land, that his neighbours concluded he would not hold 
"" It long; yet, to their great ſurpriſe, he had better crops than 
any of them, and in the ſpace of fifteen or fixtebn years got a 
pretty fortune; all which ſucceſs he, with great juſtice, attri- 
buted to a pot-aſh office he had erected on his ground. It is alſo 
remarkable, this farmer's land was clear of weeds, when the 
| neighbouring fields were choked up with them. He found the 
pot- aſn muck agree with any crop on his land, which was ra- 
ther ſtiff and cold, though good Wheat-land when Na 


tilled. He had amazing crops of barley, but he almoſt 2 always 


ſowed his pers on a — $Ouy: 10 and a fine ulth, E. 
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times ten- pence, per buſhel, corn meaſure *, and carried 


to the pot - aſn office, in which are erected large fats, or 


vats, (containing from four to eight ſcore buſhels of wood 
aſhes) with under- becks, and are wrought by threes ; * 
that you have either three, lx, or nine vats in n olices ER. 

5 and for this reaſon: 
The aſhes being trod down into the vals. 4 ſufßcient 
: quantity of water is continued to be laid on till it runs 
through the aſhes into the under-beck. The liquor run- 

ning from the firſt is laid on the ſecond vat, which is one 

third ſtronger than the firſt; and the liquor of the ſecond 
vat is laid on the third, which is alſo one third ſtronger 
than the ſecond. When it has thus run through the third 
vat, the lees, as the liquor is then called, is ſuppoſed to be 
ſtrong enough for burning; but the ſtrength 1 is proved. by 
_ weighing the lees in ſmall quantities f. 


"The lees thus made is then put into a ciſtern, or ak, 


ſet into the ground level with the floor. of the office, in 
which a perſon is employed in ſteeping of ſtraw for the 5 
burner, till all the lees are ſucked up. At the ſame time 
another perſon is employed in burning that ſtraw, ſo taken 
out of the ciſtern; which burning will produce either ſolid : 
N or light aſhes, whichſoever the intention is to make. 
Ne ow, if I would make ſolid aſhes, the lees muſt be made . 
28 I before deſcribed ; and I would burn up thoſe lees with _ 
peas or bean ſtraw only, But if I chuſe to make light or 
comby aſhes, (of which we make by much the greateſt 
5 quantity, and of this kind of aſhes, I believe, the fineſt _ 
in the kingdom). I would proceod as before in making the _ 
| Tees, with this difference only; they muſt be ſtronger, and - 
inſtead of peas and bean ſtraw; I would burn barley, wheat, _ 
85 and clover firaw, mixed with a little pens: Ow... 


* Wood- aer in Elter . FER, up p for this purpoſe at bre. 5 © 
8 pence to ſeven-pence per buſhel. E. ER 
„ Dur correſpondent would oblige us by letting. us na Low 8 
much a given quantity of the lees ought to weigh, when fit for . 

burning, either for the hard or comb y Ames. E. 3 
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After the vats are run through the third time, they are 


| emptied, and the aſhes, which are called pot-aſh muck, 
make excellent manure for ſome kinds of foil, e . 


cold, and the looſe woodcock ſoil F. 
From this manure I have ſeen prodigious crops of corn, 


eſpecially peas; and from the following method : 


After the peas are ſet, pot-aſh muck has boon caſt by 


hand over the land, and afterwards run over with a buſh- 


harrow, which fill up the holes, or cavities, in the land, _ 


| with the aſhes; and this I never knew fail. 


The principal inducement with us to make pot-aſh is is, 


- for- the muck ; and this is evident from an obſervation I 
Have often made, that no body makes pot-aſn but tnoſe 
| whoſe land requires ſuch manure. 


If this account does not ſufficiently anſwer the enquiry 


| "bore mentioned, I ſhall be very Toy to give muy”: far» 
. ther information i in wy power . 


1 am, GenTremen, N 
Your conſtant reader, 


And well witer, 


: Stow: Market, s Suffolk, . J. k. Ee 


* June.” 4, I 79h. 


= We ſhould be 1120 if. this 8 would; prticn: 


larize all the different ſorts of ſoil to which this manure 


is adapted, and inform us to what crops it 1s of moſt be - | 
ef-. E. 


+ We mall be well leaked to Hear * this gentleman as 5 | 


: : often as | he mules to favour us in his letters. E. R. 
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NUMBER XCIX. 


5 Accaunt of the | of Bac as contracted for from 
Time to Time by the V ictualling Office, commencing Anno 
168 3. which 1 is as for back as Botks can * bad, gs 
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NUMBER . 


tn Account of the Prices of Port, as emtratied for . 
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NUMBER CII. 
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NUMBER cull. 


Horſe Stals Kc. recommended to be preſerved for Manure, in 
: 7 Letter zo the Editors, "I 


GenTLEMER, E 


AVING read in your een a Jeltvr.. Thich 5 

mentions the great benefit reſulting from the uſe of 

| the drainings of a dunghill as a manure, permit me to re- 

commend to your notice a manure of : a nature e ſomewhat 

Y n to that above mentioned. . 

T have long kept a conſiderable inn on the great northern 5 

| "i and find it for my advantage to hold in my hands a 
farm in the town in which I live, for the ſake of ſupplying | 
my family with bread-corn, and my own horſes, together 
with thoſe of my cuſtomers, with good oats and ſweet kay. 


My method of farming this land differs greatly from the 1 
5 practices of the land- holders i in my neighbourhood. They 


ceaſe not to condemn me, though they cannot, unleſs they 
are wilfully blind, but perceive, by the largeneſs of my 6 
| Crops, the ſuperiority of my methods. ES en 
| I cauſed, ſome years ago, in the loweſt part of my i 8 


yard, a large reſervoir to be dug, twenty feet ſquare, and Þ 


fourteen or fifteen feet deep. The foi! in which this was 
dug being rather porous, I had it lined with wet clay, as if 
I had been making a fiſh- -pond, and afterwards lined 
throughout with hard bricks, ſet in terrace-mortar. _ 
When this was done, I had the drains from all my 
7 ſlables, and my cow-houſe, conducted to this reſervoir, as 
Well as a capital drain from my kitchen. The reſervoir 

Vas covered over with ſome ſtout beams, and thick oaken 


5 plank; an ene being left, wherein to fi a n * 
e | 


By this contrivance 1 ave the * dale made 


: the Hables, which was | very: conſiderable in quantity, 8 b 


well 5 5 
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Well as all the pot⸗ liquor, s ſuds, Ny: chamber-lyc, 
made in my houſe. _ | | | 


This compoſt, if I may ſo call it, is my belt manure; 


but it requires ſome little caution in uſing it. 


I apply this manure to all my crops, indiſcriminately, 


and find it ſucceed with all; the only danger being the over- 
doing it. When I lay on this manure, I get the water- 
cart firſt half filled with pond water, and then, bringing 
it to the pump above mentioned, complete the filling it 
with the contents of the reſervoir: this I find a 200d. 
method of correcting the gre at heat of the manure in queſ- 
tion, which would of Itſelf, in particular mg be * 
to burn ſome cross. | 
I find this manure to be af particular f ſervice to me in 
procuring a large burthen of graſs in my up-land paſtures, 
and even in my meadows; but in all my graſs ground I be- 
gin laying it on immediately after Chriſtmas, and have - 
completed the dreſſing before the end of February. I find 
8118 the beſt ſeaſon for doing it, on many accounts, par- | 
© ticularly, as the ſpring-rains, ſoon ſucceeding, waſh off 
from the blades of the graſs the ſaline particles, HIGH - 5 


would otherwiſe be diſguſtful to the cattle. 


Whea l dreſs my wheat with this manure, 1 chufe to 30 8 | 
it ſomething later; for inſtance, in the month of April ; 
temembering always to TOrFect the heat of cher manure with 3 55 
oe water, as is above noted. 7 
On my barley I fpriokle it Aill later, that i is, in o May for 5 
: the moſt part, 2nd find theſe methods to ſucceed well, 
Now, as to the manner of "my fprinkling” this manure, 
5 it is as fo lows, Ss | . 1 
At the tail of the water- cart 1 Ines: two kathir pipes 
5 bed, about four ſeet long each. At the end of each of 
5 theſe pipes is fixed a tin roſe, ſomewhat like thoſe uſed on 
75 watering: pots. Theſe roſes are faſtened with ſome ſtrong . 
rope-yarn to the two ends of a ſtrout ſtick, which keepßs | 
them about half A yard. aſunder: to the middle of is. 7 
5 Aa is tiech e one end of a | rong line, our two trons lon | 
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5 leaſt twice the width of the watering· cart. | 


| N in one turn. 


- 9 Fair. 


Were you to Wai over my Ft ien is U two - 

5 hundred acres, you would be pleaſed to ſee how clean it 
lies, and how clear it is of weeds; though, when I firſt 
took it into my hands, which is about fourteen years ſince, 
_ the crops were almoſt devoured by thei, - and the foit 


- greatly impoveriſhed. 


- f 


When the cart comes into the field, the horſes are put 
into the track they ſhould go in, and, if they are handy, 
and are uſed to the buſineſs, they will go on in a ſtraight _ 
line, or, if they vary, be caſily ſet right by a word from 
the boy behind the cart. This boy, as ſoon as the horſes 
move forward, takes hold of the rope above mentioned, and 
by means of it keeps ſwaying the roſes from fide. to fide, 
and thereby ſprinkles the land to a conſiderable width, a 


M reaſon for preferring this method is, that my had i is 
| Teſs trod, and my crop leſs damaged, by it, than it would be 
by fixing a perforated trunk at the cart's tail, as, in the 
laſt- mentioned method, only one width of the cart is 


I find many advantages in this manure, to the * of 8 
5 which I am ſo bigoted and infatuated, as my neighbours 
RAT. it, that I lay no yard-dung on my land, but ſell all 
== that 1 make in my ſtables to the farmers who prefer it; 
and by this means 1 raiſe a Tum no 8 8 of e 


Have I not then, from the FE Ore) 1 N . 
, great reaſon to conclude, that the cleanneſs of my land is 
owing to my never uſing yard-dung as a manure, which 
certainly always contains numberleſs ſeeds of weeds? and 
the goodneſs of my crops cannot, with any degree of Juſtice, - | 
be attributed to any thing but the conſtant and almoſt in- 
| variable effects of the contents of my reſervoir, eſpecially RE, 


t © : 
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if we add, that 1 am no ways deficient in taking care that I 
7 lands are at all times e tied, and deen, — 
buſbanded. : 


os much for the effect of this manure on my n 1 
- an now to inform. y ou, that 1 n in proportion, 8 
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much benefit from it in my kitchen-garden, where I alſo 
refrain from the uſe of yard-dung, inſtead of which, when 
the ground is trenched and thrown up in winter, I give it 


a thorough drefling with the manure ſo often mentioned. 


This, by the ſubſequent digging, when the land comes 
to be levelled, is well mixed with the ſoil, which never 
fails yielding me plentiful crops of pulſe and kitchen ware; 

and what is more, my cabbages, beans, peas, c. are 
much ſweeter than thoſe raiſed in my neighbours gardens, | 


| which are Oy. enriched with wü daneg of. rotten 


horſe-dung. 


I cangot help, on this e mentioning one We 


crop, which is, in a very particular manner, adapted to re- 
_ ceive ſuperior benefit from this manure: the crop I mean is 
onions, which come much earlier with me than my neigh- 
bouts, and are larger and ſweeter than any I can procure in 
this country, or have ſeen oats thoſe Tn from e 
Fenn excepted. 5 5 
Another great A 1 receive 85 this manure in my by 
. garden reſults from ſprinkling with it my aſparagus beds, 8 
by this means the plants appear earlier, the heads are 
larger, and not a bit leſs ſweet, than thoſe raiſed i in the na- 
| tural earth, without any manure whatever. This, „ 
wi.ill ſay, is a conſiderable advantage; yet do I annually ex- 
perience it; and it often gives me ſingular pleaſure to pro- 
vide my travelling cuſtomers with a diſh of aſparagus a 
week, or perhaps ten days, before they can be procured at 
. any inn within thirty miles of the town where I dive, 
I, find this manure alſo of great benefit to my fruit-trees, | 
; 28 well ſtandards as thoſe which are planted againſt Walls, 
vb eſpaliers; but to uſe it in this intention requires great 
= caution, for, when [I firſt tried it, I killed three or four 
fine thriving young trees by applying it too ſtrong: A 
that time, when my fruit- trees require nouriſhment, I > 
mipx three parts of pond water with one of the contents of 
my reſervoir above deſcribed. Vines will, however, bear 
it a 0. deal conger 3 5 for I have ſeveral times ous T 
LS | | this 5 
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this manure to them, even 3 with _ without 
fenſible 1 injury. 
1 am; Sntiinbn, 
Vour n reader, and humble ſervant, 
Great North Road, 4 An IN N-KEREPER. 
July 3, 1764. * „„ 
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NUMBER av. 


of t the Impropriety of not ſetting real Names to the Letters 
to your Editors of the Muſcum Is Cc. 


Grun, | 
OU have, from the very opening * vour . _ 
preſſed your deſire that your correſpondents would ſet 
their real names to the letters they addreſs to you. The 
reaſons of ſuch deſire are, indeed, very obvious: for when- . 
| ever the rank of the writer is confiderable, either on ac- 


count of fortune, literary ability, or any other commendable 


quality, greater attention will probably be paid to his 

 reaſonings ; and the example of applying the mind to re- 
fearches into ſubjeQs of agriculture and werner will 
probably have more influence. 
But if this be the caſe, gentlemen, a as it evidently i is, 

with regard to the reaſonings contained in letters addrefled to 


you, how much more with regard to experiments alledoed? 
Theſe fads are no otherwiſe to be depended on than by. 


proportion to the credit of the relator: and how ſhall we 
judge of the credit of a nameleſs perſon? We may guet, 
indeed, at the temper of a man from the ſtyle of his letter, 5 
and think we ſee more or leſs marks of benevolence in one 


than another, and, conſequently, be ſtrongly inclined to 


pay more regard to the aſſertions of one of your va, 
- correſdondents than another, eſpecially if the aſſertions of 
Clericus happen to Sontradiet thoſe of Rv ien. But ſtill 
ws we only n, | re 1 5 
1 . | e e "When 3 
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When a man gives his name, and place of abode, he is 


eaſily called upon to make good his affertions with regard 


to facts; and, if he does not, his credit muſt fink, But a 
nameleſs man has ne credit to loſe: he need only change 


his travelling name, when he cannot prove the truth of his 
aaſſertions, and proceed to correſpond with you again on a 
' naw flock of credit, (as many a broken and pieced trade f- 
man does) and again impoſe on the public. 


The intelligent public need not be told, that men n engaged 


either in agriculture or commerce may have many pr vate 
intereſts to advance by miſrepreſentations of facts in any 
branch of either; and we may add, that there are many 
men who take a pleaſure in the mere act of impoſing on 
others, ſufficient to induce them to xelate falſe experiments. 
It is well known that Charles the Second, though really 
2 lover of natural philoſophy, and an avowed patron of that 
| ſociety which thought itſelf honoured by his name, ſent to 
the aſſembled members for a ſolution of a phenomenon, 
ES which he afferted himſelf to have remarked, and which 
tte whole body were puzzled to account for, till one 0 
tleman, more ſagacious than the reſt, obſerved, that they 
had a witty, as well as wiſe patron, who might kindly : 
deſign to put them upon their guard againſt a credulity in 
relation to experiments; and that therefore it became 
them to enquire into the 7a before they attempted to ac- 
cC.ount for it, though aſſerted by his majeſty. They did ſo; 
and the reader is before-hand with me in concluding, with 
reaſon, that the experiment was found falſe. Pay 
I know not whether you will have many, or even any, 
correſpondents who will relate experiments to you falſely, 
in order to put you and your readers on their guard; but it 
is nowiſe improbable, that you may have many who will 
_ miſrepreſent facts for the ſake of their own intereſt, or to 
| Wan the witleſs pleaſure of humbugging. : 
| There appears then great impropriety in your ſenſi an a 
: boneſt correſpondents concealing their names ; and though 


much indulgence is to be given to the timidity and inexperience 5 
1285 II. 25 he: 3 Fx: Gs — "oF. 
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of youth, yet leſs can be yielded to the maturity of latered 
age, which (you teach us) is to be found among your 


nameleſs correſpondents; of which fact you may be well 


aſſured by a knowledge of the hands of your correſpond- 
ents, compared with known pieces, | 
The tender delicacy of ſome worthy men, who cannot 


| eaſily determine to appear in their proper perſons among any 


croud, may be entitled to ſome apology. But, in general, 
the impropriety of addreſſing you without real names muſt 


appear from the foregoing conſiderations: and J heartily 


wiſh that a juſt weighing of them may incline any one 


ſenſible and honeſt, but yet nameleſs correſpondent of yours, to ; 
declare his name for the public good. Sure I am, that the 
friking propriety of ſo doing, in order to give authority to 
any facts I might mention, alone induced me to ſubſcribe 
my name to my firſt addreſs to Van and to all enn N 

ones. 


The well- known track of my ſudies and ankleations, fe | 
about twenty years, may convince you that I could not 


ſubſcribe my letters to you with the vain deſire of being 
tnown ; though, I will confeſs, there are few, if any, 
tracks of learning, (except ſuch as are immediately relative 


to my profeſſion) in which I would ſooner wiſh to eſtabliſh 


an hone/i fame, than thoſe which lead to uſe ful Ra 


In agriculture and commerce. 


The reaſons which may deter many of your 8 : 


_ ents from declining their names, ſeem to me as obvious 2s 


| thoſe which, perhaps, ought to determine them to ſub- 


ſcribe their real names, &c. When a man ſets his name to 

his writing, every cenſure of it becomes perſonal; and if that 
_ cenſure, however ill. grounded, be delivered in a lively and 
 ſpecious manner, many readers will rather laugh at, than re- 
prove, ſallies which entertain. And the petulance of nameleſs 
| writers, ſafe only in their obſcurity, is now advanced“ 
to ſuch a pitch, that it is nowiſe wonderful if men, even | _ 
no novices in controverſy, chooſe not to expoſe themſelves = 
te be bemired by concealed opponents, . 


ä 


r 
8 
9 


8 
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Had I ſuffered conſideratiors of this ſort to influence me, 
1 ſhould either not have correſponded with you at all, NE 


have correſponded with you in maſque. 


1 had experienced enough of the virulence of nameleſs 
ſcribblers *, only for owning myſelf a champion of thoſe 
civil and religious rights which were ſecured to us at the 
_ glorious revolution, But as reflection and habit had given me 
firmneſs enough to deſpiſe the foam of impotent aſſailants, 
ſo, gentlemen, J really believed I ſhould not incur much 
of this troubleſome petulancy by becoming your confeſſed cor- 
reſpondent; yet I find in your collection as extraordinary an 
attack againſt me as can be imagined. A correſpondent 
tells you, in the mo? abrupt manner, at the cloſe of a long 
letter on a ſubject very different from any I have wrote upon, 
that he ſhould attack ſome aſſertion, or aſſertions, of mine; 
but as I have ſet my name to them, and he will not own 
his, the attack would not be fair. (See p? 48 of Vol, II.) 
Surely, if it was not fair to make the attack, it was not 
Fair to mention his power to make it. Would you tell 
any man that you could fab or piſtol him in the dark, but 
that you think it not air? If he were not a fool, I know | 
what his concluſion would be, and, I am ſure, I need not 
| mention it, What man of ſenſe would not rather anſwer 
do a died and particular charge, than labour. under an in- 
* direct and general one? 
1 Præterition is well 8 to de A * ſucceſsful | arrtifice 
5 of orators; and when old ladies intend to indulge their ut- 
maoſt malevolence, they aſſure us they could tell a ſad ftory 
| againſt ſuch an one, but are reſtrained < their bead nature - 
and charity. = 
It is always of es to detect 2 e Pars : 


that in proportion to the 1 * 91 the b on which 
it has been pals 


— 8 The de or ker 8 1 che Critical Revieew in 


E uf; their, or his, account of my 46 Findication of the Revolution, Kc. 7 
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Miftakes in agricuiture are of great importance to the 
public; and therefore, if errors concerning any branch of 
it are propagated in print, (and eſpecially in publications 
likely to become ſo extenſive as your work) it is laudable, 
if not abſolutely the duty of thoſe who can, to correct 


them; and if the corrector has true candour, and its con- 
comitant virtues, he will, if poſſible, firſt communicate 


his correftions to the miſtaker privately, eſpecially if the 
miſtaker is known, and eaſily come at, and ſtill more, if 
himſelf determines to be nameleſs. )* 
Four correſpondent knew my addreſs from your pub- 


licationz and if he had ſent me any confutation of 


any error in my * reaſoning, I hope I have candour | 
and regard for truth and public utility ſufficient to have 
publickly kiſſed the rod, and owned, ſo far as the con- 
cealment of higopame would allow, the hand of my kind 
. %%% ano, 
But as he has choſe a direhz-contrary and mot invidicus 
method, that of charging me in general with falſe reaſming, 
I muſt inform him, that, after the ricigt and mo? in- 


Mr Nuſticus declares himſelf charged againſt my logical de. 
fence. Now this expreſſion is only W of that cant by 
which ſuperficial auriters hope to impoſe on unwary readers. A 
logical defence is thought to ſavour of pedantry ; yet, after all, it 
is only a rational defence, If I had called my defence logical, it 
would have been no objection to its goodne/s. But this is the 
name which Mr. Refticus graciouſly beſtows upon it, in order to 
ridicule it. Did I draw out this defence in the /ogical form of 
 Jyllegi/ms? If I had, I had been blameleſs, provided the per- 
plexity of the argument required ſuch 4ewelopement. But I did 
no ſuch thing. F dilly obſerved, in the ſtyle of true philoſophy, _ 
that cauſes and fes ſhould be proportional; and to apply the 
_ axiom, that if ploughing-in long ſtubble be the cauſe of thin 
_ crops, they ſhould always follow ſuch ploughing-in. To reaſon 
otherwiſe, is to ſuppoſe Tenterden-fteeple the cauſe of Goodauin- 
ſands. I will remind Mr. Ruſticus, in return for his wit in 


ſtyling my obſervation a /ogical defence, that it has been obſerved, _ 


very naturally, that none are fo great enemies to re or 
< Jogic, as they who know leaſt of it.” Comms, E340 
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partial re-examination of my reaſoning on the ſubje& he 


refers to, I fear not his“ criticiſm; 
And am, GENTLEMEN, 
„XLsour fair correſpondent, 


Eaft-Newton,  Tromas ComBrr, Fun, 


In the North Riding of Yorkſhire, 


April 16, 1764. 


* Mr. Ruſticus has told us, that he ſhould only have faid a 


eau words againſt me. In the ao he has ſaid, he has given 


_ notable ſpecimens both of his criticiſim and logic. He has only 
taken the cart for the hor/e; a miſtake of ſome conſequence in 


egriculture, though he thinks lightly of it in criticiſin and legic. 


| My defence, he ſays, is of my ſowenly neighbours. Now (not 
to take notice that my defence is a defence of all corn-growers 


wo plough in rn, long, ſtubble, and theſe are much the ma- 
jority of corn-growers in the kingdom) theſe /awenl . weg. 


of mine are, in his account, the farmers of the Eaſt-Riding of 
| Yorkfhire ; for he ſagaciouſly adds, “No one ever recommended 
a the farmers of the Eaſt-Riding of Yor4þire?? (for patterns ß 
neatneſs he muſt mean, if he means any thing). But theſe, 
ſo far as I mentioned, or know any thing of them, mow their 
_ awheat, and conſequently come not under the denomination of 
_ flavenly farmers, for ploughing in long ſtubble, which they 
have not. My neareſt neighbours are thoſe who live about 
_ fourteen miles from the borders of the Eaft-Riding. The read. 


ers will not now be apt to entertain any high opinion of Mr. 
 Ruflicus's judgment of the neatne/s of the farmers of the Eaſt- 


Riding, when they fee him thus egregiouſly miſtaken about 
them. Ar ſome time J may give the editors of the Mujeum 
| Ryfticum, &c. an account of the general management of thoſ&far-. 


mers. At preſent I need only 9 aſſertion to aſſertion, and 
ſay that I know ao one, except 


E 


NUM. 


uſticus, who does not recom. 
mend them as patterns, if they know them. But whether they 
be ſuch or no, is nothing to my purpoſe, Mr. Ru/ticus having 
taken trim for tram. I think the motto of the Scots, Nemo 
© me impune laceſſit, very veceſſary in this petulent age, ſo 
productive of ſcurrilous writers without names. The thiſtle 
flouriſhes ia good ſoils; whether it flouriſhes in the fens of 
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NUMBER CV. 
Concerning Extracts from Writers on 1 propoſed to 
be inſerted 1 in the Muſeum Ruſticum, & c. 


GENTLEMEN, | . 
0 S all the numerous papers whit have addrefied 1 to 


you have been originals, I may appear an equitable 
judge "tits advance ſomething in favour of your ad- 
; mag judicious extracts from writers on e 
though already in print, into your work. = 
Jou have already many, and may probably have more, 8 
of my original pieces in your hands; and it is natural enough | 
for a writer to wiſh to ſee his own productions, which he 
eſteems of conſequence, appear to the eye of the public. 
However, I own, I ſhould be well content to have any "" 
my pieces publication delayed, if you can give us, in the 
mean time, more uſeful extracts from books already printed, 
"but: which we are > Not, 1 in generals very a otherwiſe ES 
ö to ſee. 
I was led into a declaration of this ſentiment (in 1 


. 1 believe, and hope, I am joined by many of your con- 


_ tributors, with regard to our reſpective original papers) by 
a note at the foot of page 139 of your preſent volume. As 
to the inſtance then before you, I have never ſeen the 


| book, and probably the ahſtract you give us of the writer's 


_ deſcription of the neu lucern, may be as ſatisfactory to your 
intelligent readers as an inſertion of the extract recom- 
mende to you by Z. V. 5 


All I mean to advance i is, in general, that you ſhould = 1 


think yourſelves precluded, by the nature of your plan, from 


inſerting any uſeful memorial, not fri#ly original. Indeed, 2 


Vou appear well appriſed, that your plan is not ſo unrea- 
ſonably narrow); for in the very note in queſtion you ſay, | 
that your 33 work | ts principally dedicated to Sn onal com- 

— 75 poſitions.“ 95 | | 


1 bave 
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1 have ſaid above, that I wiſh to ſee in your collection 
very uſeful extracts from printed books, which the genera- 
lity of your readers are not likely otherwiſe to ſee, I will 


explain myſelf a little further. I chiefly mean ſuch books, 


whether old or new, as are ſcarce and dear, And, I think, 


1 ſhould be as glad to ſee authentic accounts of facts in 


agriculture, &c. many ages ago, as of the preſent age, 


One great obſtacle to all improvements in ſcience is 
vanity; and men tenaciouſly adhere to bad opinions and 
practices oftentimes becauſe they believe them their own, 


and that an adherence to them makes them perſons of con- 


ſequence. Cure them of the perſuaſion that they are the | 


_ inventors of theſe opinions, or practices, and | has often cure 
them of the error, 


Some men of great parts 13 3 to in | 
the world, that ſcience is reminiſcence; and many ſober men, 


: of ſtrong parts and deep learning, believe, that moſt of what 


we call the Improvement of ſcience is rather the revival of 
it. This opinion, like almoſt every other, may be, and 
often i is, carried too far, and is frequently abuſed by envious 
men of mean parts, to rob men of ſuperior genius of the 
reward of their inventions. However, the more we are 
acquainted with hiſtory, the more inclinable we ſhall be 
to think in general, that what is called the advance is but 
the revival of ſcience; and, I am ſure, I find. it 10 more 


and more every day. 


There are few a of ſcience in which greater im- 8 
provements are uſually thought to be made of late, and 
eſpecially in England, than agriculture; and this opinion, 
under proper reſtrictions, may be very well founded: yet 
| Whoever looks attentively and impartially into the old books 
of agriculture, will find that eur fore-fathers knew much 
more of the matter than we are willing to think, I have 


ſome of theſe old books, which I value highly, both as 
they contain much uſeful matter of inttruction, and as they 


continually teach us, of the preſent generation, a leſſon 


never too thoroughly learnt, viz. Humility. 
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I was lately, gentlemen, much pleaſed with one of theſe 
books, (it was printed above one hundred and fifty years 
ago) eſpecially as the title, The Surveyor's Dialogue,” 

| promiſed me nothing of this fort. However, the whole 
work being divided into ſix books, the fifth treats of the 
true and right uſe of manuring of grounds, or occupation 
thereof, as well in the lords as in the tenants, The initials 
only of the author's name, I. N. appear in the title page 
But at the foot of the epiſtle dedicatory to the earl of 


Saliſbury, ſecretary of ſtate to Fames the Firſt, we have the Op EY 


following date, At my poore houfe at Hendon, 27 Mariii, 
1610; your lordfhip's ever-to-be-commanded, Io. Norden. 
Who Mr. Norden was, I further know not, though I wiſh 
I did; but this I know, that he appears to have been a man 
of good ſenſe, con / derable reading, great experience, and a 
faculty of expreſſing himſelf conciſely, intelligibly, and with- 
out affeation, (the groſs fault of that age in which he wrote) 
and to have had a true genius for improvements in agriculture, 
and alſo to have had ſtrongly at heart the love of his country. 


and his God, If you, gentlemen, approve of my reaſons : E : 
for admitting extracts from ſcarce and valuable books al- 


ready printed, 1 may, probably, at times, fend you ſeveral. 


occaſional ones from this work (which I value highly) on : 
many curious and uſeful ſubjects. At preſent, I ſhall pre- 
_ - ſume fo far on your fayourable opinion of the tranſcriber's 


judgment, as to perſuade myſelf you will give a place to 
two extracts from the book; one, concerning the amazing 
crops of wheat which ſome farmers had in our author's 


time; the other, concerning an aftoniſhing burthen of mea: 


en n requeſt any of your ſenſible and public-ſpirited | 5 


corteſpondents, or readers, to tranſmit to the public, by 


your channel, the preſent ſtate of the * countries 


5 and lands referred to in the Bid extracts * 


C We are much obliged to this 3 FR © attention, 


me þ 


We do not, it js true, abſolutely prectude extracts, where 


abſtracts cannot well be made of the author's ſentiments ; but the _ 


latter are certainly to be preferred, provided our correſpondents | 


will 1 5 . authors Rey © are in debted. Ty as . take up 
2 | little 
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Firſt extract. Surveyor. Lou are not acquainted with 
e the meddowes upon Dove-bank, in Tandeane, upon 
« $eaverne fide, Allermore, the lord's meddowe in Cre- 
ce diton, and the meddowes about the Welch Poole; and ; 
c eſpecially a meddowe not farre from Caliſburie, neate a 
a byourne under the plaine, that beares graſſe yearely above 
40 ten foote long: though many think it incredible, yet it is 
3 apparent, that the grafle is commonly ſixteen foote long. 
t 1s made * ſorter before cattle can feede on it, 
and when the cattle have fed, hogges are made fat with 
: 4 the remnant, namely, with the knots and fapps of the 
e | 
Baylie. This is the PERF thing that ever I heard 
6 of; and 8 theſe MEGOOWES. are made. 9 $099. 25 
8. art. „ | 
: n 40 © Theſe that I peaks * require little or 10 
- „ helpe at the owner's hand, only the ayd of theſe rivers, 
« and fatt of the hills F do feede them fat, La - 
« great burthen, and verie ſweets” See page 155. 
Second extract. Surveyor. « You ſpeake of the para- ; 
4 dice of England [Tandeane, i in Samer ſetſbire]; and indeed 
e the huſbandrie is good if it be not decayed fince my be- 
ing in thoſe parts. Now, I ſay, if this ſweete countrey 
= 88 «- Tandeane, and the weſterne part of Somer ſe ire, be 
ec got degenerated, ſurely, as their land 1s fruitful 7, nature, 
Nos ſo doe they their beſt by art and induſtry.” OT 
Bazlie. I pray you, fir, what do they more than 5 
1 other men upon their grounds? e 
1 Surveyor. They take extraordinarie pa aines in G5, 
7 EE ploughing, and drefling their lands. After the plowe 
ere goeth ſome three or ſoure with mattocks to break 
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7 Uttle room, and: are ad of all the unneceſſary » 
Buy Mr, Comber's deſire the extracts from Norden are ed. 5 85 
but he muſt himſelf be ſenfible, that the whole of them might 
| have been in an abſtract comprehended within a very le 

words. O. A. 5 
y this expreſion,| I | apprehend Mr. | N rden to mean 
5 mor don. Cons, by 7 
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I the clods, and to draw up the earth out of the furrowes, 8 
46 that the lands may lie round, that the water annoy not 
a the ſeede; and to that ende they moſt carefully cut out 
„ outters and trenches in al places where the water is like- 


„ lieft to annoy. And for the better inriching of their 


1 % POTEHng grounds, they cut up, caſt, and carry in, the un- 

*© ploughed head- lands, and places of no uſe. Their Hearts, 
hands, eyes, and all their powers, concur in one to Force 

4 the earth to yield her utmoſt fruit; and the earth againe, 
* jn recompence of their love to My: vouchſafeth them 2 an: 


incredible increaſe,” . 


Baylie. « What, I pray you, in quantitie upon an 5 
« acre, more than the ordinarie rate of WO which is the 
principal graine in other countries?” _ . 
FSiurveyor. They have ſometimes, and in ſome places, 5 


9 « four, > . ho NS eight, yu ten 1 28 8 in an ordinarie 
De” 


Baylie. 1 end think it impoſlible. uf 


_ T ſhall nl , gentlemen, add a few refleAions on thele 8 


two extracts. 


In the firſt . As tue fruitfulncs of the low, = 
in ofpecially that near Saliſbury, is aſcribed to yet-ſub/ling | 

|  eauſes, it would be both entertaining and inſiructi ve to know | 

if the crops are at all like that above mentioned, what 
methods of making the hay the occupiers of ſuch meadows 

duůſe, what the kinds of graſs are, when it is mown, how | 
— long it 1s freed, when the aftermath 1s ut, hender two - 


= crops de not taken, &c. &c, 


In the ſecond place, What kinds of manure were uſed, 1 
e 10 far as tradition reaches, when the crops above ſpoken ß 
were reaped, what crops are now reaped, what the manage- 
ment now is, what crops follow the wheat, what kind --- | 
N wheat they grow, 3 it is thick inns, or thin- 


e &c. & c. 


In the third place, Let it he ſtated what e the | 2 
'beſt known crop of wheat, in the horſe-hoeing huſbandry, — 
| bears to this of eighty buſhels o on the dere, and | what 5 is te 


difference of erpenec. 8 
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. the laſt place, it is much to be wiſhed, that gentle· 
men, inhabiting all the different parts of the kingdom, 


would, by means of your work, inform each other what 
the crops of wheat per acre uſually are, according to the 
difference of their ſoils and management. Thus would 
your Muſeum become an univerſal repoſitory of knowledge, : 
neceſſary to bring agriculture to the fixedneſs of ſcience on 
the principle of induction. To contribute my mite, I muſt | 
inform you, gentlemen, that our ſtrongeſt clays, ſufficiently _ 
_ warmed by lime, &c. produce about thirty ſtooks, which 
1 F each a buſhel, or ſome what leſs, by the acre. 


Im, GENTLEMEN, 
Eat Newton, b Your faithful os, 


thy. 19, e 5 5 ee CompeR, jun. = 


w— r e = 2 . or 4d 9 Io 7 . . 


NUMBER cl. 


4 Litter from, a Fun- kurner, filter forth the great Advant- : 


ages A Fer- Hand. 


Grvrrzukx, 


S I flatter myſelf that the letters 5 have ele you 5 
with, relative to the culture of coleſeed, have met 
with your, and ſome of your correſpondents, approbation; 
I ſhall once more venture to ſay ſomething relative to the 
culture of fen-lands by burning; a method which many 
_ _ gentlemen (and owners 1. e have greatly. ex- 
| Claimed againſt, „ 
I hope the Nite mall lay before you on that ſubje ct, = 
may, in a great meaſure, convince any unprejudiced gen- 
tleman, that ſuch are under a very great miſtake, who will 5 
2 not let their tenants burn their fen- land. 


5 N irſt, I hope t to make it 1 it will be much better e 
5 for the land. 


Secondly, That it wil be fo for the tenant, and ao for 
265 the landlord. . 
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In ſhort, the proof of the firſt will make good the other 
two, which I ſhall endeavour to do in as few words as I 
poffibly can, prolixity confounding both writer and reader. 

T live in the neighbourhood of ſeveral gentlemen, who 
are large proprietors of fen-larids, a great deal of which 


is very ordinary, and fit for no uſe of confequerice, unleſs _ 
ploughed and burnt; but the alarming circumſtance of burn- 


Ing is ſo deeply rooted in them, that in their opinion no rea- 
ſons can be given fuffictent fo convince them to the contrary. 
However, I will for once venture to ftem againſt this pre- 
vailing torrent, and flatter myſelf, I ſhall have the pleaſure to 


ſee the opponents of burning ſlide * on the tice or rea- WU ; | 
don and experience. 1 


My firſt propoſition i b, chat fen-landsa are greatly improve 5 

by burning. - 
But to enter into 55 lk fort of fen-land, would : 
” be a work mueh too large for my intention: I ſhall there- 
fore confine myſelf to that ſort of land which lies in this 


country, and which is abſolutely neceſſary to be burnt, and _ 


cannot be improved by any other means; and as that ſort 1 


is well known to the gentlemen owners, and to the 
tenants in general, I ſhall not trouble you, to particu- 


1 larize K *. 


TY have, i in a former Ker; told you, this when land 1s 
1 ploughed- for burning, the furrow, or ſod, ſhould be about | 


an inch and a half thick ; but where the land is more ſolid, 
of heavier, which is a better fort of land, an inch thick i 
is very ſufficient, and will produce more afhes than an inch — 


' and a half thick where the land is light and porous. 


5 From this it is that ariſes that imaginary evil in the 5 
. minds of many gentlemen, who will not, on any S 
1 daderatien, haue their lands burnt z ; becauſe : fa — 60 I e 


» We could with 6 our ate had explained the OY ö 


of the fen-land he recommends to be burnt, as it might have 
been of ſervice to ſome of our readers, (particularly 3 In i Ineland) . 


5 who may be N of ſuch land. E. 
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an inch and half be taken off the land every time it is 
c ploughed for e pray what will be the conſequence | 
4 jn time? | 
I I ſuffer my land to be ploughed for that purpoſe 
cc three times in a leaſe of twenty-one years, at the expira- 
cc tion of the term my land muſt certainly be four inches 
cc and half lower than at the commencement of the leaſe ; 
c ſo that, to carry this practice on, in a fe w ages the lands. . 


« would be all burnt away. 


c No: no argument has yet been FREE enough to con- 
« vince me but that burning land is a very , inſury; ; 


cc. therefore I will have none burnt,” 


This, I muſt confeſs, at firſt ſight hay a frightful aſpect, 5 
1 and certainly would deter any gentleman from this practice, 
who, 8 is not at 1 e with the nature ef 

+ WoW land. VV : | | | 


TI will now km we have under our - dtp den a piece 


_ of furrow, or ſod, that ſhall be an inch and half thick 
ll but I expect the fayour of all opponents to . to . 
= tend this enquiry). „ | 
I I would aſk one of thoſe — how much led 
— he apprehends his land is by taking that furrow off? hy, e 
tbe ſure, he ſays, an inch and half; is it not plainly ſo? 
No, fir; permit me to alk your another quaſtion, and allo : 
to try an experiment. FT, 
| Suppoſe this ſame ſod, . into a © ins: RE 6 4a 
. e s preſs, and preſſed together, to what thickneſs do 
pou think it would be reduced? I believe it will be found 
to be not more than half an inch; and one fourth of that, 
or perhaps more, ſhall be graſs-roots, &c. it is they that 
7 | compoſe the principal part of the inch and half taken off, 
which is very evident from the few : and N ues that AE 
Nos the turf produces” 
It therefore plainly appears to me, chat the land can- 
1 be ſaid to be reduced lower than the matter to which it 
5 is contracted. to in the preſs. If this may not be allowed, 
1 reaſoning for the future to me will be doubtful ; but every 
one is wt * to judge for himſelf: ſo that this glaring evil, 


minutely 
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minutely conſidered, is not of that fatal cee as has 


- hitherto been apprehended. 


It is my opinion, that if a ſod of hi ſolider land, that 8 
ſhall be ploughed one inch thick, was to undergo the eä, 
periment of the preſs, it would not be reduced to leſs than 


half an inch: I rather think it might be more; for the 


bother, having more roots in proportion to their thickneſs, 5 
8 certainly would, on this trial, Trio more . the n 
e, 

But, ſays 2 an opponent, 4 am « fill a 15 of Lind. * 1 
: ſubmit to your ſuppoſition. That is certainly true, for it is 

impoſſible to produce matter from — 0 3 but the Ty I 5 

” hope, will be made up? _ 5 


2 0 allowed by naturaliſts, that all Folter follils not as — 
cepted, make a e or What is 5 commonly called = 


: growing. 


If that i is ihe cake: as it of a truth is Ls to be. may _— XX 


wee not, with juſtice, admit of the growth of earth; and 


i oy we not e ug eee the more e the earth Eo. . | 


5 van” 10 „be more porous en any. other mk. may 3 5 
not ſuppoſe the ſmall matter of ſolid parts that bare deen 5 


ploughed off will be very ſoon made up? 2 
Says an opponent, hy, this is all ſuppoſition, 4 we Fo : 


1 fact to prove this aſſertion. A proof of this might greatly 5 


abate my averſion to burning, which has wholly proceeded from : 
| à notion of its decrea ſi ing the land very much; but could I once 
ba ve it made appear to me that the land receives little or no 5 


N . hfs, FL in all 1 TE change "—_ TOs as to that | : L 


» OI: - 


Well, fir, as far as in x my power lies I ſhall endeavour = 
to WE. = 3K 
5 1 it thay not be -oſlible to "aſcertain the enith of — 
| this doctrine from a horizontal obſervation of the ſurface of | 
the land: I ſhall therefore beg leave to contract my en- - 


quiries into a ſmall compaſs, from what 1 know by my ; 
own obſervation and eee, e 
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It is the cuſtom in the fens, to dig their firing (which 
they call turf) out of the land, in the following manner. 
In order to come at what is called the moor, (a light, 

fungous ſort of earth, which, if the weather prove good, 
will be ſoon fit for uſe) the labourer is obliged to pare off 

all the ſoil, which is ſometimes fix or ſeven inches deep, 
and ſometimes not aboye three or four (in ſome parts of the 
| fens the earth is not proper for turf, for it is not all len- 
9 land that will furniſh turf.) 2 
When this is done, he proceeds to digging with a tool 
called a becket, fit for that purpoſe only. | 


The turfs are dug twenty-two inches deep ; ; the paring, 


5 ſay, two inches; the whole Tandy: -lix inches, or two o feet | 
two inches; a great depth! _ . 
But, notwithſtanding this extraordinary depth, 1 have | 
ſeen lands that have been dug up in this manner, and, in a 
few years time, become uſeful again, either to feed or 
mow, and, in a ſuitable e to be ploughed, and bring 
vu good-crops.-..-;..:- 5 + es 
_ Nay, there are old men in che kene, that have known | 
land dug for turf a ſecond time. . . 
When the turfs are dug out, the parings of ths firſt pit 
1 chat is opened are thrown back again into the pit, and the 
paring of the ſecond alſo; then the third into the ſecond, and ſo 
on till the whole piece appropriated for that purpoſe is dug up. 
The pits, or turf-pools as they are commonly called, are 
5 about four feet wide, and are og. cloſe one to o the wür, 8 
5 that but little land is loſt. 1 qu. 
When a piece is thus Jun it is common to 10 it a 
5 well as they can; that i is, what few edges, or little matters. 
gare left, are thrown in and made as level as poſlible: and 
from this aſſiſtance only of levelling, the land will riſe, or 
grow, or what other denomination you pleaſe to give it, 
1 aud, as I have ſaid before, become uleful. 2 1 
"AF: any gentleman doubts the truth of this; if he NY TY 
8 to take the trouble, I will ſhew him a piece of land that has, 
in my memory, been dug up as above, on which, at this 
pPteſent time, corn is growing, and a promiſing crop; and 
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it 15 fearcely diſcerned Te. it is lower than the other part 


of the piece. | 
I mention this as a elit, ind; T think, an uncontroverti- 


ble inftance, that ſen - land does certainly grow, and greatly 
too: and, as a further evidence of this truth, it is well known, 
that ditches made in the fens will ſoon grow up, ſſo as to 
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want ſcouring out again in about {ix or ſeven years; nay, J 


have known, where ditches have not been ſcoured out for 
forty or fifty years, which is ſometimes the cafe when three 
or four pieces are defined as one piece, it has been difficult : 


to trace out where the ditches formerly were. 


If this allo be the cafe, as it of a certainty is; (and 1 > | 
N peal to all perſons, who have lived in the fens long enough | 
to make obſervations on things, for the truth of: mnt T4: 
| Have aſſerted) if land, ſo dug, may be uſeful in a few years; Þ|Þþ_ 
What great injury can be ſuppoſed from the reduction of half 
When it ſo plainly appears that all cavities in fen-land ſo 
ſoon grow up, then why may we not ſuppoſe the land to 
grow in a horizontal direction, though e as 


. well as in a perpendicular one? 


I ſhall now proceed to another objection that an 1 opponent e 
may make, though I do not know whether it is ſo much 
Cionſidered as the former; 1 und: that is the may pitting, Which 1 
is rhus. . 
It ſometimes 8 that; Ste the heaps a1 are burning, = 
” hs ſeat of the heap {hall bura downwards, and make 
little hole, or pit; but this is not always the caſe: it 5 
__ chiefly wing either to a a particular dry faton, or toa licht, e 
8 ſoil. Yo, 
| Whenit ach e happen, L-would. as the h as: ae 
ſoon as the ſod is all burnt, and he finds the land pits, to 
| ſpread the top of the aſhes round the. ſcat of the heap, ſo as . 
there may lie about an inch thick of dead aſhes; (for the | 
tap of the aſhes may be out, or dead, though the bottom 
= ſhall be all fire) then let the hot aſhes be raked out of the _ 
hole, and laid on thoſe dead aſhes till they at are cool; but be 


5 ; fre: to coop" out all we! fire. 
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"By this means you may prevent the fire from ſpreading, 


for if the aſhes are ſpread hot, it ſometimes happens they will 


catch hold of the land again, When the aſhes : are cold, 
then ſpread them as in common courſe. 
J mention this precaution, that if it ſhould lo happen, 


which it ſeldom does, the farmer may have recourſe to 


this method of prevention, or what other he ſhall think 


better. This method of ſpreading the aſhes 15 to be ous 


fernen only 1 in the caſe of pitting, 
I ſhall, in the next place, ſay, in a few 3 fore 
thing as to the improvement of fen-land by burning, and 


prove that no other method can adapt that ſort of land to 


the uſe and purpoſes which burning will do. | 
Fen- land is by nature productive of a very ordinary fort | 


of, I do not know what to call them, whether graſs, or 
what: however, vegetables they are, ſuch as reed, cockſpire, 
5 tanſey, willow- weed, ſedge, ruſhes, and many other ſuch 
ſort of trumpery, w which i it would puzzle the been botaniſt : 
[0 find names for. 


This is the natural eh of the Ka: 1 id this wile : 


| 6089577 was formerly overgrown with ſuch ſort of ſtuff, 
with the addition of being almoſt continually drowned, till 
in Charles the Second's time an act of parliament was ob⸗ 
1 tained for the draining of the fens, by an incorporated body, 
Called the Corporation of the Great Level of the Fens called 
Bedford Level, ſo named from Francis earl of Bedford being 
chief manager, and the head of the act when firſt obtained; 
and ever ſince, the dukes of Bedford are che governors of 
that corporation. Eo 


But notwithſtanding this 20 of 5 the proprietors. X 


| have ſince been obliged to apply to parliament for ſeparate 
acts within themſelves; that is, two or three pariſhes have 
joined, and have got acts for the draining the fen-land 
thereunto belonging, ſo that, with the original act for the 
fens in general, and thoſe acts I juſt now mentioned, they _ 
are under two aQs for draining. 1 made this little excur- _ 
ſion only to give you a Hort 3 account of the Ine late. 
= of am fens. e | 
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' You ſee, from the above, the natural produce of the fens ; * 
1 and, contrary to all other lands, which are improved by muck, 
compoſt, marle, and other methods uſed in huſbandry, 
they will have no effect on the fens; nor can any other 
method which Is yet as _— DEFINE + oe fen-⸗ 
land. | 
Tipped it wilt now be expected 1 mould affien ſome 1 5 
8 Feil Why burning, and no other method, can be ſervice- | 
able to the improvement of fen-land, 
As fen-land is very light and porous, "id: an "als of 5 
muck are of the liquid ſort, every ſhower of rain, which in 
ſolid land ſerves, as it were, to ſpread the ſalts, and mix = 


together, has a quite contrary effect in the fens; for, from 


tte lizhtneſs of the land, inſtead of being incorporated with . 


the ſoil, 1 it drains Gown into the bores, and becomes of no 
uſe. „„ . 
But, ſuppoſe it was not 1. as the natural vis > of 


whe land are of ſuch a ſort as to be entirely deſtructive to 


every kind of crop, I imagine they would receive ſuch 


nouriſhment from the muck, as would add vigour to their 


vegetation, and put a ſtop to every thing but themſelves. 
On the contrary, the ſalts produced from the aſhes, being 
of the earthy kind, do not, like the ſalts of muck, deſcend; 

but the aſhes being ſpread on the land, and immediately 


1 ploughed, are incorporated with it, and they ferment together, - |: 
to the ſervice of the crops they were intended . and will 1 


generally Jaſt for three crops, and no more, 1 
The ufual method is, with the laſt crop, to lay down 8 


| the land with ſome ſort of ſeeds; but that 1 in a gene. 


” meaſure, on the inclination of the farmer. 
I be ſeeds generally ſown are rye-graſs: it is very fait 15 
able, for they will ſtand wet land better than any other that 


I know of; and it is a graſs that grows ny} in the ſor ing, = þ 


and in that particular is a deſirable fort, A mixture of 


Highland Hay -ſeeds with ſome ee will make a » good 5 


5 addition. 


If your land is ſafe from being wet in i te, fo: on 5 


each acre one lack of hay- -ſeeds, and one buſhel. of rye- 
5 wy 


1 
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graſs, with about ten pounds per acre of noneſuch, or white 
Dutch clover-ſeed ; but, if you are ſubject to be wet, more 


. 0 and leſs hay-ſeeds. . 
Timothby-graſs, I find, is much recommended to be ſown 
on wet lands; and, if it anſwer, according to the character 
: given of it, it is certainly much better than any ſeeds to us 
at preſent known; but as I never ſaw any of it, I can ſay 
nothing to it but by 3 yet willy the Relt 8 
opportunity, make trial. | 
However, if it was not laid down with ſeeds, the land 
would produce nothing but what [ have already deſcribed : 
and even with ſowing ſeeds, it will not hold above three or 
ſour years, (unleſs the land be pretty good) and then it will 
begin to turn to its priſtine ſtate; for the land of i: ſelf 
| having but little ſtrength, it cannot long ſupport this rape, 
as it were, but will return to its nature ain; ;. for, a 2 
- modern poet very juſtly obſerves, : 


Let us all do what we will, 
6c. Nature will be nature ſtill.““ 


7 1 hope J have now made appear the ablolate Wet of N 
burning fen-· land, and the cauſe ſo greatly objected to, tbe 
lowering the land, appear in a more favourable light; and 
that fen- lands « cannot t be e 195 wy other means s than 
by burning. 188 „ 5 
There is one thing more to be ablervet you \ will find, 
when the land has been laid down about four years, the 
ſeeds will greatly decline, and then (as I have ſaid before) 
nature will begin to re- inſtate herſclf, and bring forth tanſey. 
: ruſhes, thiſtles, and other rubbiſh already mentioned ; but to 
* put a ſtop. to her proceedings, and to make the la nd con- 
tiaue uſeful, it muſt be ploughed and burnt again, which | 
will come in courſe once in ſeven or eight years. 1 
Thus, and thus only, is fen- land to be kept in. is 
courſe. of culture: by this means it will always rener 
agreeable ſervices both to landlord and tenant ; and, from 
a regular ſucceſſion of things, the tenant will be able 0 
pay his rent otters the landlord will be pleaſed with him 
| for 10 doing » and all things will ſlide on eaſy. and pieatant . 


A2 2 And 


360 MUSEUM RUSTICUM 
and the. land will laſt, under this courſe of culture till earth 
and ſea ſhall be no more &. 
lam, GENTLEMEN, 
Middle Lee, 88 moſt humble ſervant, 
June 1764. e VV + 
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Remarks on mowing M beat, with a Method of ſecuring it from 
| Damage i in the Field when cut, 


| GenTLEMEN, 


with the likelieſt means to to ſecure it when cut, and 


| whilſt in the field, from the damage it is liable to ſuſtain from 
wet, have very deſervedly been the ſubjects of many papers 


in this collection; and, though every ſentiment therein pub- 


liſhed I could willingly hope to be the effect of a deſire, inthe |} 
perſon communicating, to promote the public good, yet Iam 


very apprehenſive Hai of thoſe obſervations, or informations, | 
are not the reſult of experience, but ſpeculation ; it remaining, 
zs yet a query (at leaſt with me) whether all the perſons, who 
have communicated to you on theſe ſubjects, have made the 
neceſſary. remarks on either, ſo as to point out the advan= 
: tages or diſadyantages that will accrue to the practical farmer. 1 
Therefore, being one who ſtill continues to write agree= | 
_ ably to the maxim ] ſet out with, I ſhall once more offer my 8 
ſentiments; not to boaſt of my paternal eſtate, my pre- 1 
ſent poſſeſſions, or the antiquity of my family, or coat-ar- 
mour; nor would I make it a point to decry any thing I can- _ 
not clearly comprehend, or find fault with things for which _ 
I can propoſe no ame ndment; either being an indication of 


. mind! in n bondage. to the vain emulation of conceitedneſs. | 


I cannot CRT, 


* We n to 8 Pie PR 8 10 zoo A Bhd: and able a 2 


- correſpondent, as this gentleman Pyar: Nüntelf to be. E. 


8 the manner of ſevering wheat from the ſoil, together 


FS 
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I cannot yet perceive any difference, in the intrinſic value 


of any thing which may be offered in theſe monthly publi- 
cations, that can reſult from knowing from whom it came; 


for every reader muſt, with reſpect to himſelf, either like or 


_ diſlike the thing; and if in his judgment it be uſeful, or 
may be of benefit, it ſhould be as acceptable, if it came from 
one whoſe experience it is, though labouring for his bread, 
as though it came from one greatly exalted in life, and the > 


85 imaginary fruit of ſpeculation. 


It is true, the name of one in an they tian. prefixed 5 
to a publication, often recommends it to NONEEs —_ | 


the matter contained be not worth peruſal. 


Having made this neceſſary digreſſion, I will now proceed | 5 


to offer my ſentiments concerning the cutting of wheat, 


A good deal hath been ſaid about mowing it, and even much 
encouragement given to bring that method into practice; which 
indeed, where labourers are ſcarce, and the corn not fully 

ripe, may be of ſome ſervice to expedite the work without 


much loſs to the farmer ; but when hands can be procured, 


and the wheat fully ripe, there is no method will ever exceed 
that of hand- -reaping,it decency, ſaving, and diſpatch, be con- 
ſidered as going hand in hand; but if diſpatch be the only 
„ thing aimed at, mowing muſt be preferred, PORN not in CY 
EE very great degtee. od ÿen 
In order to illuſtrate this matter; it may not be i improper 185 


to lay down a calculation of the coſt and loſs attending the 


mowing and binding, and alſo of reaping and binding, one acre. 
For this purpoſe we will make choice of a piece of midling 


855 wheat, ſay of twenty- -five buſhels on an acre, which may be 


cut with hook or fickle, and bound for 55. 64. without 
meat or drink. With the ſcy the it will colt 2 5. cutting, 
gathering, and binding 25, and raking | I 5, which makes 8 


: 3 5. fo Har 6 d. is fa ved i in price, 5 


£556. But then I would adviſe the BE to 1 9 OE char. a 5 : 
e quantity of corn is ſhook out by the ſudden 
1 ſtroke of the ſcythe aga inſt the ſtraw, and trod out by the feet 


of the gatherer, belides many ears being at the butt of the ſheaf, 
Which mult be expoſed to the dampack of the: earth when 
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ſet up in ſtook, if it happens to be ſerved in that manner, 

and thereby very liable to grow, which, if it be a moiſt har- 

veſt, muſt be the caſe; for which waſte and growing, 6 d. 

per acre is but a moderate allowance. 
From this there appears not any thing to be Had by 

mowing an acre, in which work three perſons are employed 


for a day, viz, two men to cut and bind, and a woman. 


to rake; when, in the hand-reaping, the like number of 


hands, all men, will do the like quantity of work in a much 
neater and more ſaving manner; the corn be laid regular 
in the ſheaves, and more free from ears in the butts of them, 
and conſequently leſs liable to be mixed with grown 1 
85 by its being ſtooked in a moiſt ſeaſon. 5 


Having made theſe remarks on cutting wheat, 1 — 


popes TR practiſed by my ſelf, and the generality of 


the farmers in this part of the county of Gloceſter, for ſe- 5 = 
curing it in the field from damage 1 5 wet after cut and 8 


drawn by one horſe, made of two poles about ten feet long, 25 
each fixed in the manner of a thill for a waggon, by five or tix 
_ croſs bars faſtened by their ends in each of the poles, near the 


7 greater ends of them, but not ſo near the ends as to hang in _ 
the clods when drawn by the horſe, which is placed between —_— 
them as in a thill: bearing on the hindermoſt of theſe croſs 3 


Z bars i is a tail ladder, i in manner of thoſe affixed to carts. 


| Being thus provided, a ſtoutiſh lad loads on this flide from 1 


twenty to thirty ſheaves or more, and with the horſe draws 


5 them to ſome convenient ſpot, frequently the head-land, and _ TY 
there unloads them; repeating the practice till Ware be — 


5 thirty or forty tything brought together. _ „„ 
| When this is done, and ſometimes while ding two men Fr 
are emploved to ſtack them up in the following manner. 
They lay four of theſe ſheaves croſs each other, the ears 


or crop of one reſting on the middle or band of another; by 
_ which means the ears are preſetved from the ground : then 
one of theſe men, kneeling on one knee on the crop of theſe _ 


mea. £5, and ſtanding with The other f foot on 1 the butts of them, 
, Coo proceeds 
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proceeds to lay other ſheaves in a circular manner, being 


ſupplied by the other man with them, at the ſame time letting 


the butts of the ſheaves in each ring project a ſmall matter, 


till he is gotten about four foot from the ground, when he is 
careful to lay every ring ſhorter than the other, till he has 
brought the ſtack or mow to a vertix, the laſt laying, or ring, 
containing not more than fix or eight ſheaves, and thoſe mah, 9 
made purpoſely ; on which, at laſt, a ſheaf of longiſh fraw 
wheat, and of midling ſize, being bound near the butt- end 
for that purpoſe, and the ears ſpread in a circular manner, is 
: placed as a cap or hickler to defend the others 
After which we frequently ſhear down the mow, thus 
made, with a reap-hook, and Ry the * to _ agar 8 
the bottom of the next ſtack. > 
The corn being thus ſecured may remain ſip months, | 
and receive no damage from rain, or while the hands are 
employed in getting in the other forts of grain, hien h may 5 
not be fo conveniently left in the field. _ 5 
As we generally bind our wheat as ſaſt as ĩt is cut, allowing 5 
one binder to two reapers, we carry it, and mow or ſtack it 
in this manner, the ſame day; weeds being no obſtruc- 
tion, as the butt-ends of the {ſheaves are expoſed. to the air, : 
and very rarely any ſheaf is put in the middle of the mow, _ 
We for the moſt part put about a waggon-load in one of 7 
| theſe ſtacks; and two men, anda boy with his horſe and ide, 
will carry, ane mow or ſtack, e or more wag edc ws 
in a day. a „ i „„ 
A8 harveſt i is apa me Fe” theſe hints 1 may be of 8 
uſe, though dreſſed in a ſheep's- ruſſet coat, ſpun and wove in 
the country, and labouring under the diſadvantage of a want 
0 academical rehnement clothed i in fable uses 
Give me leave once more, Gentlemen, to ſubſcribe my ſelf 
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n 1 * * 


NUMBER evi. 


Thoughts on the beft Method of introducing the Mowing Y 
e by & a ee Farmer. Z 


| GnxTLEMEN, : - „ 5 
5 S Ii imagine that the gentle in 'Northainptonſhice, 5 
5 A who laſt year kindly communicated to the ſociety of 
arts the reſult of the experiments he made in the affair of 
mowing wheat with the French, Brabant, and Hainault 
ſcythes, will this year alſo make experiments on the _ 
ſubject, I beg leave, through the means of your work, to 
lay before the public a few of my thonghts relative to this 
important affair. 
1 have been many years 4 fbarmer; have diligently at- 


tended, for a long ſeries of time, to the bulineſs of my | 


calling, and, I thank my God, have fo far profited by it, 


zlẽlẽãs to have acquired for me” old age a dene means of 1 
ſubſiſtence. | . . N 

Il am firſt to inform you, 3 chat many 3 = 

20 1 imagined that a general introduction of a method of 


mowing our Crops of wheat would be of ſingular ſervice to 


the nation in general, and the farmers in particular; ; but at 


the ſame time I had great reaſon to apprehend, that the 
ſcythes commonly uſed for mowing barley or oats would 
not anſwer in the ſame intention for wheat; and I alſo 
imagined, that ſome other method of mowing, than that 
generally uſed in England, muſt be invented, if we would 
mow our wheats. 
I may, perhaps, on this orcalion be iſhed: 1 did - 
not myſelf attempt it: to this I anſwer, that I did once, 


with the common ſcythes, and ordinary workmen, make 


the experiment; but, I muſt at the ſame time ingenuouſly 
own, it was with very bad ſucceſs ; but this was, I am per- 


ſuaded, in a great meaſure, owing to the obſtinacy and 


wickedneſs of the workmen, WhO wilfully ſpoiled me a 
. . conliderable yy 
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It was in vain 1 for me to contend 7 had; no money to 


throw away, and it would have been highly improper for 
me to attempt encountering the prejudice of a whole pariſh, 
for my brother farmers joined with the labourers againft 5 
me, vowing they would never countenance innovations in 
huſbandry, which they imagined their fathers underſtood to 
= the full as well as any, the moſt intellizent, of their ſons. 
This it was which prevented me in the prime of life from 
Aten to introduce ſeveral innovations, which, Lam 
confident, would be of infinite ſervice, I could not afford 
to loſe either my time or money; and for ſome year 
paſt, fince I am grown older, and ſomewhat rich, though 
the other objections are removed, I find myſelf too infirm 
to put in execution many ſebemes which I had Formed for - 
the improvement of the old methods of farming. TR 
Though too old to practiſe novelties, 1 yet think myſelf 1 85 
. of adviſing others, who have it more in their e 
5 to do good than I ever had in theſe matters. 
I am greatly pleaſed with the public ſpirit and 3 
en of your correſpondent. V. Z. and if he has but in- 
Auence, in proportion to his deſire of doing good, I have | 
not the leaſt doubt bur the world will greatly: benefit by 
him. = | 
I als think that the world is erally obige to the Rev. : 
Mr. Comber, who writes to you from Yorkſhi 're, for the 
_ account he has given you of the method of mowing wheat : 
practiſed i in the Wolds in that a, EE oe 
As far as I can underſtand by his letter, it has long been 
in uſe there, and, of courſe, the work men, annually em- 
ployed in it, cannot but ſome of them be very ex pert in 
the uſe of their ſcythes ; I would therefore, by all Means, 
adviſe the Northamptonſhire g gen! leman, whoever he iz, to ” 
N delay, three or tour good mowers. from 
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5 conſiderable. quantity of corn, that they might gure me of 
enterprizing to the prejudice of the poor: for they took it 
into their heads, that if wheat was to be mowed throughout 
the kingdom, half our . in harveſt Would. want em- 
5 . heme 
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the Wolds, who might not only try the ſcythes they now 
commonly uſe with thoſe brought from abroad, but might 
alſo ſoon be taught how to uſe the 88 ones with great 5 


expertneſs. 


Was this point once gained, mowing wheat might ſoon : 
1 brought into general uſe: as to the ſcythe that ſhould 
= uſed, it would be no ways material whether it were an 
Engliſh or a foreign one, provided that was choſen and pre- 
ferred which was a and — beſt N to do the 


Work. 


way can ſucceed, though they ſee it with their own eyes. 


There is alſo another difficulty to be got over; I mean 
wn the prejudices of the workmen, who are generally, as far 
_ as I can learn, of opinion, that to. introduce mowing 
wheat would be doing them, their families, and their 
55 poſterity, a crucl! injury, as it would require in harveſt 
much fewer hands to mow than to reap a crop of wheat; 
5 by which means ſome of them muſt of courſe be left idle. 
All this might eaſily, 1 am ſenſible, be anſwered and 

i confuted : but. to what purpoſe is it to argue with men 
who either do not, or through ſome prejudice will not, | 
comprehend, or be convinced, by the force of reaſon? |} 

Another method, much more powerful, muſt be taken to 

= bring them over; we mult Tea £ to their intereſt, and z 
5 they will open their ears. Cö˙is 
I Would recommend that as 1 as ever the propriety as 41 
I mowing wheat is aſcertained by accurate, impartial, and = 
well- authenticated experiments, the Labern for promoting arts | 


SEES pk 25 cho 


e after all, lam very ſenſible, that when it is to an oo 
evident demonſtration, by repeated experiments, proved tat 
mowing wheat ought to be preferred to reaping or ſhear- | 
ing it, it will nevertheleſs be a work of great difficulty to 
| perſuade the common farmers to adopt it. I know them 
well: they love to Jog on in the ſame beaten. track, and | 
: think that leaving it will greatly increaſe their trouble of — 
thought, which, by the bye, they in general abhor; be- = 
ſides the uncertainty of ſucceſs, for they will ſcarcely be | 
induced to believe that any thing out of the common 
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ſhould encourage the practice of it by proper premiums, 


as well pecuniary as honorary: this would excite an emu- 
lation, and ſpread the practice much ſooner, in various parts 


of the kingdom, than any recommendatory adyertiſement, 
which either the ſociety, or any of its committees, can draw 


up and inſert in the public papers 
As I have proceeded ſo far; I will venture to advance 


one ſtep forwarder, and mention to you the manner in 
which I would have theſe premiums offered, for on that 
will, in a great meaſure, depend any good effect that may 
be expected from them. I am the rather prompted to 1 
chis, as I have no other means of conveying my ſentiments 
to the members of the ſociety, for it would be impertinent 
in me, who am no member, to write a long letter to the 
1 ſecretary, which, after all; may be eſtcemed 1 not en 
5 of notice. 


By communicating my  thooghts through your collection, 5 


any of the members (I ſuppoſe moſt of them are your 
readers) may adopt them, and propoſe them to the ſociety. 
as their own, if they pleaſe ; for I am quite ſatisfied if good 
can by any means ariſe from what I offer, without being | 
anxious about the honour which may be attendant on it. 


But to reſume the ſubject, (which ſome of your readers 


: may imagine I bad almoſt loſt fight of) I would recom- 
mend that the ſociety ſhould ſet apart the ſum of three 
hundred pounds annually, for ſome time to come, for the 
encouragement of mowing of wheat (provided the expe- 


diüiency of it thould be aſcertained) i in the manner above 1 
6, mentioned. „% gs ; 


I would 3 alſo to recommend; that two iundrat 5 


pounds of this money ſhould. be offered in the following 
manner; that i is to ſay, to ſuch farmer, renting or Occupy=- 
ing a farm, in which there is not leſs than two hundred 
acres kept in tillage, who ſhould, in one harveſt, cauſe to 
be mowed, in the manner directed by the ſociety, the 
greateſt number of ſtatute acres of wheat, being not leſs 

than forty, one hundred pounds; to the farmer who ſhould 

cauſe the next | quantity of land in wheat to be 


.BYb's. mowed, | 
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mowed, holding a farm as above, and mowing not leſs than 
thirty acres, ſixty pounds; ; and for the third greateſt quan- 
_ tity, as above, not leſs than twenty acres, forty pounds; 
to be paid on proper certificates being ee to the ſatis- 
faction of the ſociety. 7 
The remaining hundred pounds I would wiſh to be diſ- 
55 poſed of for the encouragement of a lower claſs of farmers, 
I mean ſuch as rent, or occupy, farms in which there are 
leſs than two hundred, but more than one hundred, acres 
in conſtant tillage. To ſuch farmer, laſt deſcribed, who 
ſhould cauſe to be mowed moſt wheat in harveſt, not leſs 
| than twenty-five ſtatute acres, fifty pounds; for the ſecond 
_ greateſt quantity, not leſs than eighteen acres, thirty pounds; 
and for the third greateſt quantitys. not tols . 1 


acres, twenty pounds. 


As many gentlemen occupy Jands of their own, in various 
i quantities, it may alſo be neceſſary to publiſh honorary pre- 
miums on this ſubject; and I ſhould think that the ſociety 
would do well to have ſome particular medals ſtruck for en- 
couraging the candidates in the various departments; on 
one fide of which ſhould be the ſociety's emblem, whatever 


it be, and on the reverſe ſhould be an inſc:iption contain» _ 


ling the candidate's name, and the: reaſon tor which the 
medal Was given. | | 
be expence attending this b could never hr put | 
in competition with the advantages which muſt neceſſarily 


, reſult from the meaſure: theſe dale would confer a laſt- | 


ing honour on the perſons who ſhould be fo happy as to 


merit them; whereas thoſe which are now given, are, as 
far as I am informed, (for I never ſaw any of them) only 


ſo far a reward as their intrinſic weight of metal ow be 5 


+ worth A larger or a ſmaller ſum. 


— 4 am a great friend to modeſt merit, and would wiſh to 5 
. op it, on all occaſions, encouraged. 


But to return once again to what I intended ſhould be the e 


| more immedia ate ſubject of this letter, (1 mean mowing of 
wheat) 1 ſhould be glad if the ingenious and public-fpirited +7 
Menne gentleman above mentioned woas be a 
little 
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little more accurate and particular in the accounts which 
he ſhould certainly keep of all the trials which are made 
with the various ſcythes in the hands of various workmen. 


0 I would alſo recommend that he try his experiments in every 


| poſſible mode he can think of, and on every variety of 
erops, fuch as ſtrong and weak, thick and thin, low and 
rank, taking care to keep a journal of all proceedings in 
this affair, which, I muſt needs own, I have greatly at 
heart, as deeming it of the utmoſt national importance, 
I ſhall, before I conclude, give you a few reaſons why 1 
think it of ſuch importance, | : 
In the firſt place, I have great n to 1 that our 
meal, in general, for making bread, would be much better 
than it now is; for, as a great deal more wheat may be 
mov by the ſame number of hands, in a given time, than 
can be cut either with a hook or ſickle, we muſt neceflarily 
_ conclude, that ſuppoſing the ſame number of hands to be 
| employed, as are now annually hired for getting in harveſt, 
(and we have no reaſon to ſuppoſe the contrary would be the 
caſe) our wheat would certainly be cut and houſed in a much 
ſhorter ſpace of time than if it was ſtill to be reaped ; of 
conſequence the hazard would be leſs of its getting damage 
in the field by wet, Which it, in the e Practice, too 


85 often does. 


| Secondly, if we could, by mowing our wheat, contrive | 
. to finiſh our harveſt work in leſs time, the woollen, and 
other ma nufactories, would be greatly benefited by it; 


for, in the courſe of a long harveſt, our manufacturers 


- now often ſeverely feel the want of the hands which the 


neceſſity of getting in the corn of courſe deprives them of for 
| the ſpace of ſeveral entire weeks; by which means they are 
15 often diveſted of the power of executing the orders they may 
at that time receive from the merchants. . I could ay more, | 


1 but that I think my letter already ſuffici -ntly long. 
5 . am, GENTLEMEN, g 
. ede e Your conſtant reader, 5 
July . A LANCASHIRE FagMER, | 


N U M- 


j +. es Ke 
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NUMBER CIX. 


| Preniv ee by the Saru for the E ncouragement p Sm : 


Kc. in the Strand, in Mea get of the ds as in 
2008 Foy 


AGRICULTURE. 


OR ſerving acorns, 22 acres. A gold medal 1 to Jab. 


Buxton, Eſq; of Ruſhford, No folk. 


"Scotch fir, 104,000 plants, 'A gold medal to Robert 5 


Fenwick Eſq; of Limington, Northumberland. 


Ditto, 14,000 plants. A ſilver medal to John Mount, 


Eſq; of Waſing, Berks. 


Lucerne, 13 acres 23 rods. John Vallence, of Parchum, ; 


near Brighthelmſtone, Suſſex, 20 l. 


Ditto, 12 acres, 1 roods, 11 rods. James Bedell, of North | 


| Cray, Kent, 15 l. 
10 J. 


: of Weaſenhbam, All Saints, Norfolk, 20 l. 


Os _ Ditto, 10 acres. Mr, gone. Darch, of Bruſhford, Somer- . 
White 3 FL 21 ciot. 1 gr. 1 3 6. John i ceeman, | 


Eſq; of Chute Lodge, Wiles, 201. 


MMMadder. 51 for every acre planted, to the following 
candidates, viz. To Mr. Francis Harris, Iver, Bucks, . 
acre. Mr. Jobn Goddard, Ditchling, Suſſex, one acre, 24 rod. _ 
Mr. Gabriel Curner, North Mutford, Devonſhire, ten acres. 
Mieſſrs. Abraham Prebbel and Joſeph Royle, St. Mary 
Northgate, Canterbury, 15 acres. Everard Buckworth 
Herne, Eſq; Heverland, Norfolk, two acres. Mr. Francis 
Buti, Burchington, Thanet, one acre, Rev. Mr. John 
Peele, Tilney, Norfolk, one acre. "Ms - 1. Ranſon, Sto w- 
market, wo acres. Meſſrs, J. Lane and William Kemp, 
Teynbam, Kent, ſeven acres. Mr. John Simmons, Preſton, 
| Kent, two acres. Mr. James Cole, Ditchingham, Norfolk, e 
one acre. Mr. Francis Crump, Batterſea, Surry, three acres. 
Mr. Jacob Pattiſon, Whitham, Eſſex, one acre, Mr. Jo 5 
ſeph Flight, Bermondſey, Surry, one acre 27 rod. Ditto, in 
= Thames Ditton, Surry, two acres. ii a 5 


e Il acres. James Edwards, of Dulverton, Sometlet, „ 


Fer abs carrots, 30 acres 2 roods.. Mr. Robert Billing, 5 
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Barn- Elms, Surry, two acres, Mr. William Goſſe, Riag- 
wood, Hampſhire, two acres, 

Hemp. 401. to Joſeph Higgins, of Preſton, Salop, having 
wn 35 acres 37 perch. 30 J. to John Elſmere, of the 
_ pariſhes of St. 1 * and Pontſbury, Salop, having ſown 
109 acres 3 roods 16 perches. 401. to Criſtopher Michell, 
ok Putford, Deyon, having ſown 45 acres 3 rood 22 rod, 
30 l. to John Davy, of Yeovil and Weſt Coker, Somerſet, 
| Having ſown 43 acres three rood 10 perch and 7-1oths. 201. 


to William Jones, of Putford, Devon, having ſown 40 acres. 


two rood 17 perch. 101. to Giles Hawkins, of Eaſt Chinnock 
wy and Weſt Coker, Somerſet, having ſown 31 acre. 
Bee Hives, Gold medal to Mr. Thomas Fawcet, of 
D Oxque,. in the pariſh of Marrick near Richmond, Vork- 
| ſhire, having in his poſſeſſion 124 hives with dees. Silver 


medal to Mr. Thomas Haynes, of e Northampton- | 


E Hire, — — 1 We : 


8 H * M 1. 8 T R V. — 
Dor BT and oll. 50 !l. to Mr. Nicholas Criſp of 5 


BW Z Bow Church-yard. 


For verdegris. 1 to Jolin Rindley, "of 5 
8 Turſy red. 100 1. to . Simon 1 lle, | 
- wil. 9” 


3 P 0 15 1 * E A RT 8. 
"The drawings at the Academy. Eight guineas to ITY Wil- 


| "San Parry. Seven guineas to Mr. W liam Lawrenſen. 
Six guineas to Mr. Johnſon. Carr. Five guineas to Mr. 
| Richard Earlom. Three guineas to Mir. Thomas Jones. en 


5 One guinea to Mr. Matthew Liart. 

T.or drawings fr Fern the Duxe of Rickanid! 5 8 Eight ; 
guineas to Mr. William Pennington, Ludgate Street. Seven 
 guineas to Mr. William Parry, who relinquiſhed for a pre- 
mium in another claſs, Six guineas to Mr. John Hackwill. 
St. Jamess Market. Four guineas to Mr. Joſeph Barron, 


at Mr. Reynolds's, Leiceſter Fields. 


OY drawings of a human figure, or figures, from l 
| or baſſi relievss. Eight guineas to William Pennington, at Mr. 


Pennington” s in Ludeate Street, who relinquiſhes for claim 


| : 126. Seven guineas to Philip Wickftead, at Mr. Zoffary's, 
Great Viazza, Covent Garden, $ hree guineas to Johaton 5 


Carr, 
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Carr, at Mr. Wilſon's, Covent Garden, who relinquiſhed | 
for claſs 125. Two guineas to John Kitchinman. 


For drawings of a human figure after a print er di awing. 
Five guineas to William Lewin, 757 Mi tre Court, the 
north ſide of St. Paul's Church Yard. Four guineas to Tho- 


5 mas Brooks, at the Drawing School, Strand. One guinea 


to Richard Sparrow, at ditto. One guinca to William Stud. 


W Blake, at Mr. Harper's engraver, in Foſter Lane, Cheapſide. 5 


r drawings of human fraures in gr "0Uupes, Seven guineas 
to George Sykes, pupil to Mr. Parſons, in Queen Square, ; 
Bloomſbury, Five guineas to David Sands, at the Drawing 
School, Strand. Three guineas to Rovert Dunkarton, at the 
Bell in Compton Street, Soho. 8 
Drawings of human figures, or heads after drawings or prints. 
Five guineas to Mr. Robert Stecle, at Mr. Pars's, Strand. 


Four guineas to Mr. William Mondet, at ditto. Three 


guineas and a half to Thomas Brookes, who relinquiſhed for 
another claſs. Three guineas to Mr. Robert Hard 7 Drawing- = 
School, Strand. Two guineas to Mr. Philip Stevenard, at 


ditto. One guinea and a half to Ar. Ri. Hard Hurlſtone, at 


ditto. One guinea to Mr, John Milbourn, j Jn.” St. John 
Street, Oxford Market. ˖ ˖·˙· „ 
; Drawings of fruits, re, &. by eine under 20. F r 
guineas to Miſs Mary Wathen, daughter of Dr. Wathen, 
Pater- noſter Row. Three guineas to Miſs Anne Jones, 


85 Cambridge Street, Carnaby Market. Two guineas to Mi ” 
Mary Brook, daughter of the Rev. Mr. Bro: k, of Gamſton, | 


ncar Retſord, Nottinghamſhire. One guinea to Miſs eds 


Chambers, at the Brew-houſe in Milford Lane, Strand. 


Drawings of ornaments by girls under 18. Three guine?s 85 


to Miſs Mary Fearon, Milbank, Weſtminſter. Two guineas 85 


= to Miſs Anne Sherborn, at the Drawing-School, Strand. 


Ditto for the uſe of Weavers. Six Sandes to Miss Alice 


- Morriſon, Moorhelds. : 

Drawings of ornaments by youths under 20. Ten guineas to 

f Me. John Bellington. Six guincas to Mr. Wem Sharp. | 
: Four guineas to Mr. John Millar. 85 

Ditto by youths under 20. Seven guineas to Mr. William 


7 Woodward, at Mr. Frow's, in Portugal Street. Four : 


5 — to Mr. Samuel Paris, Primroſe Rt Biſhopſeats . 
out... 


Drawings of any kind by boys under 14. Five ouineas to Hh 


Andrew e Drawing: School, Strand. Four gui- | 
* | | SES nueas 
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neas to John Alexander, at Mr. Parſons's, Queen. Square, 


Bloomſbury, Three guincas to James Jones, Drawing- 


School, Strand, Two guineas to T homas Brooks, who re- 
Agned for claſs 128. One to Robert Steele, who — 


= for claſs 1 30. 


Drawings of any kind by girls under 15. Five guineas to 


Miſs Tuckwell, daughter of Mr. Edward Grant Tuckwell. 


Four guineas to Miſs Mary- Bruce Strange, Caſtle Street, 
: Leiceſter Fields. Three guineas to Miſs Elizabeth Graham, - 


daughter of Col. Graham, Berkeley Square. Two guineas 


to Miſs Anne Pars, Drawingrvengol, Strand. One guinca 5 


to Miſs Penelope Graham. 


Drawings ef a horſe. Eigbt g guineas to Mr. Thomas 
Hearn, at Mr, Biſhop's, ! Maiden Lane, Strand. Seven gut- 


: neas to Mr, Chriſtopher Finch, at Mr. Pars's Strand. 
Der drawings of landſcapes. 15 guineas to William Had: 


1 ges, at Mr. Wilſon's, in the Great Piazza, Covent Garden. 5 
Nine guineas to Joſeph Farrington, at Mr. Wilſon's, ditto. 
Six guineas to John Fougeron, at at Mrs. Marſhegay* 85 Toy. 5 


5 5 Thop | in Great St. Andrew's Street, Seven Dials. 


Deſigns in architecture. 30 guineas to Mr. James Gandon, 2 
at Mr. Huſſey's, Coventry Street. 20 guineas to Mr. Tho- 
mas Cooley, carpenter, in Great Poland Street. Ten guineas — 
7 to Mr. Robert Baldwin, Bridge- Oſſice, Black Fryars. 5 
Drawings in architecture. Ten guineas to Mr. James | 
Pollard, at Mr. Atkinſon's, Hyde-Park- Corner, Seven 
guineas to Mr, Richard Edwin, at Mr. Brettingham's in 
wow Court, Broad Street, Soho. Three guineas to ME: 
Thomas Sutton, at Mr. Laurex Sy Great Ruſſe} Streets ON 


5 Bloomfbury. 28 


Hiſtorical 3 . 20 guineas to Mr. 1 Donaldſon, 1 
8 Princes Street, Leiceſter Fields. Five guineas to Mr. J ohn 15 
Edwards, Little Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields. 5 
Medallion. Ten guineas to Mr. Jobn Talon at Mr, Z 
Milxan' s in Vine Street, Piccadilly. 5 
Ba ſſo relieuos in clay, 15 guineas to Mr. John cbm pa- 1 
= ter-noſter Row, Spital Fields, Five guineas to Mr. John : 


. Daintry, Down Street, Hy de- Park Corner. 


Models in clay. Five Suinsas to Mr. Thomas Early, 1 5 


Ts Hyde-Park-Corner. | SIDES 


Models of ornaments in clay, hy youths ales 20. . gui * = 
to Mr. George George, Down Street, Hyde-Park Corner. 


: Four en to Mr. 2 7 at Chriſt. — Hoſpital. 


S Wn. Three 
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Three guineas to Mr. Richard Haſlewood, Great Queen 
Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields. Two guineas to Mr. Philip | 
Regnart, Hollen Street, Soho. 
Ditto by youths under 19. Four gaineas to Mr. George 
Reynolds, Church Street, St. Anne's, Soho. Three guineas 
to Mr, Charles Banks, Hyde Park Corner. Two guineas to 

Mr. John Gilbert, jun. in Mount Street. One guinea to 

Mr. Lewis Robinſon, Eagle Court, Strand. 

Models in wax by youthy ander 21. Ten guiness to Mr. 
Albertus Pars, at Mr, Pars's, Strand. | 
Ditto h girls under 21, Six Euineas t to Miſs Mary Robin- 5 

„ ſon, Beaufort Buildings, Strand; £ 

HBnsr engraving in wood, 15 guineas to Simon Watts, at 

Mr. Rogers's, in Laurence Poultney Lane. 10 guineas to 

James Deacon, at the Tower of London. 5 

For etchings by youths. Eight gu 15 ineas to James Record. Five 8 
aiuineas to Francis Torrond. Four guineas to Rene Rogers. 

2 Three guineas to William Humphry, _ 

For engraving lanaſcapes. 25 guineas to Thats Virares. ; 

Engraving hiftory pieces. 40 guineas to Mr. Simon F ran- 
cis Ravenet. 25 guineas to Mr. Francis Aliamet. 1 8 

Ditto human figures. 20 guineas to Mr. Henry Bryer. 

For cameo. Ten gaineas to Mr. Edward Burch, Red- Lion . 

Court, Fleet Street. N 
Ditto. Five guineas to Mr. Neben ien Spicer, at de op 

Butchers Arms, Hare Street, Bethnal Green, 1 8 

D.itto. Five guineas to Rob. Staples, at Mr. C. Staples 6, 5 
7. Jeweller, i in Harp Court, Fleet-Street, 1 
For intaglio. 20 eee Lewis Pingo, in Kirby Street, „ 
> Fatton Garden Ces 
Por paſtes, 20 guineas to Mr. 8. More, i in Jermin street. 5 
EHTDeoor painting in chiaro oſcuro. 18 guineas to Mr Hugh 
| Douglais Hamilton, at the Golden Ball, in Broad Court, 
| Long-Acre. Seven guineas to Mr, Edward Edwards, at Mr. 1 
Hoſty 's, the St. Luke's, Compton-Street, Soho. EY 
Far painting in enamel, 15 Guineas to Mr. John rin. 
e layſon. Ten Guineas to Mr. Charles Handaſyde. 

Ver painting ſea-pieces. 30 guineas to Mr. Richard Wright, TOR 
ES. Craven Street, Strand. 15 guineas to Mrs Francis Ineine, N 
HH Stretton Ground, Weſtminſter, _ e 
1 OO iflory pieces. 100 guineas to Mr. Toba: Mor- 1 

timer, Great Piazza, Covent Garden. 25 guineas to Mr. 
_  Malon Chamberlin, Stewart Street, _ F ields. 20 0 gatnens 85 
10 Mr. . . in the Strand. 


|  Paint- 1 | 
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Painting landſcapes. 50 guineas to Mr. George Barrat, 


in Orchard Street, oppolite to North - Audley Street. 25 
guineas to Mr. Daniel Bond, of Birmingham. Ten guineas 


: t0 Mr. Charles Stewart, in Silver Street, Golden Square. 


Fer 3405 es is marble; 50 guineas to Mr. John Eck- 
den. 25 — to Mr. e Anderſon Holm. = 


MANUFACTURES. 


: Thomas ooke, of Tottenham. 


 Point-lace. Fin premium. Fifteen guineas to Mrs. Mary : 


bh: Parker, of Hareſtone, Leiceſterſhire. 


Second ditto, Eight | ra to Mrs, Eſther Booty, of 


| Church-Court, Strand. 


Third ditto. Five guineas to Mrs, Mary Booty of Hert- | 


5 ford School. 


Fourth Jitte, | Two guineas to Mrs, Maria Dallas, Cole- 


.man-ſtreet.. 


Quilting in t#he 1 Firft premium. 5ol. to Mr, Hum- | 
_ phry Slim, in Friday Street. : 
| "ans: 301. to Mr. Joſeph Shaw, of Bolton, Lancaſhire. - 
Third. 201. to Mr. Michael Badge, Spital Fields. 
[yeni 501, to Mr. Wiliam Hari, Eaſt Street, : 


| Red- Lion Square. 


HTeiine linen yarn. Fir: premium Eight guineas to Mrs. 
3 Hannah Dunſtone, of South Peterton, Somerſet, _ 


| Ferond. Five guineas to Mrs, Elizabeth Biſhop, of Crew 
lame, Somerſet. e 


COLONIES and TRADE. 


1 To ont 1 Mr. Ortlenhe 0 for due cocoons, i in „ 5 
1 _ Geng 193) 95 5. 10d, 3 


Hur Satue in marble. 140 2 to Mr. Nicholas 1 
e Read. 


Paper or copper- plates, Second premium. 8 251. to Mr, 
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To Mr. [Rey of Walham- Green, for the improved cub- . 
ture of burnet,, _ 50 0 0 
To Mr. Benjamin Moore, of New gate Street, for the ma- 
nufacture of emboſied paper, 0.0 0- 
To Mr. Thomas Keyſe, for the diſcovery of his method of 


painting in fixed crayons, e 


; To Mr. Ringroſe, for his contrivance of 4 plough for turning 
up heath ground, and of a horſe thiſtle cutter, 10 10 o 


To Mrs. Mary Whiteſide, for her invention of making lace _ 


. — 


wuo.th knitting needles, Ao. i D 
5 To Mr. Carter, for his PE: in n making a nen for 
. 10l. 15 


| * 


N . M B1 E * ex. 
DT the Editors of the Moszun Rvsricun, | 


OF Gir 3 5 „ 
EF the under-written wall: bs 5 any. ſervice to the public - 
T. pray: inſert | it in your collection. e e 


4 fort Diſſertatien on. Mark, wy 


rr. is taken out of the bowels of the cath at 1 


5 depths, is of divers colours as after named, and ſome ſorts 


have often two or three colours intermixed. It is unctuous, 1 
. a flippery nature, and in goodneſs pure; ſoon relents after 


lain, and, When dry, flackens like lime, and at laſt dif T 
” ſolves into the fineſt powder. 5 
I intend to leave with you ſome ſpecimens, of two kinds | 


of marle (which you may give to the gentlemen or £$ 


— farmers who deſire them): they are what I have collected i in -- : 


Middleſex, which county abounds with good marle; but it 
is not uſed by the gentry, or farmers, ſo much as it ought, 


becauſe they have ſo readily dung, foot, aſhes, and other 
compoſts, from London, _ VVV 


ET COMMERCIALE ty 


Ins order to diſcover marle, the belt way is to uſe the auger, 


and obſerve the ſtrata taken up from time to time by it. 


I have found, after I have got through the ſurface, which 


is about a ſpade and half deep, that the next earth was a very 


ſtrong, coarſe, bed of clay, five or fix feet deep; after- 
wards, getting through it, the auger brought up marle, viz. 
that which appears of a fine leht- brown colour, and ſome N 
bol it mixed with blue veins (Which I will here call pigeon 155 
marle, by way of diſtinction): here was a bed of this 

pigeon marle of five or fix foot deep, and after that fol- 
| lowed another kind of marle, which I will call road marle, 

8 by way of diſtinction; ; tis is n ans: without 0p . 


veins of blue. 


When either of 4500 de; are e dug out of. the pit, FAY _ 
ſpade cuts them like ſo much ſoap; and the laſt- named 
marle looks very blackiſh and dark, and may be, and I be- 
lieve is, in ſome countries, called toad marle, from its re- 
ſemblance in colour to that animal; but this marle being 
etxpoſed to the air alters the colour ya ey” This 9275 : 
9 5 pears to me to be the ſtrongeſt marle. | 


 __ Marle may be diſcovered ſometimes near the Gurkace, | 
5 carefully obſerving the ditches and fences of your lands. 


It is frequently found near rivers, or brooks, and 5 oh 
9 1 ſometimes ys be diſcovered on the Sonny of Jock waters. : 


To inny when you 3 1 true . wy F it » Ar, 


Fire, and Water, or Vinegar. £27 


Fir, By expoſing a large lump of three or Nes pounds ” 
in the air, which, if true marle, will, in a little time, by 
__ thenitre, dews, Fe. break into ſmall parts; and there will 
be an hoary, or white, e on that Fart of i it © which 


: 1 expoſed to the ſun. 


1 Secondly, When your e is 1 hk it ſte ſmall | 
1 particles, and put an handful into an hot coal fire, and 1 


will crackie as if ſo much falt had been put therein. 


Tahirdly, Place a piece of the dried marle in a glaſs, 404 3 
2 thereon n pour V1 much water as will cover it. If true 
= ME ne e bs 


r ‚ r 
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marle, it will then gradually moulder, and diſſolve into 3 


liquid ſoap. Let not the glaſs be ſhaken, that you may 


res the ebullition (which i is material); or you may, in 


like manner, try it with vinegar, where the efferveſcence, 
or ar ſtruggling, will be much ſtronger than i in water. 


De virtue of Marte. : 


rr is FP beſt manure for ſandy, dry, gravelly; or light 1 
lands of any kind. It is excellent for moſſy lands. It iss, 
indeed, good for all other lands, of what nature ſoever, 

| even clay *, provided care be taken in laying on a proper 5 

quantity, and that the ſame be well diſſolved. . 

Care muſt be taken in the quantity uſed; if too little, 1 9 

you may eaſily add; but if too much 1 is lid on the ns you. 

1 cannot take it away. 


It is uſed in ſome DIE for arable lands W ; yet it is 5 


as good for graſs or paſture lands, but does not the firſt, and 
| ſeldom till the ſecond year, ſhew forth its utility; and 
then you will obſerve the graſs to ſhoot out a dark, or 
blackiſh colour, which afterwards turns to the fineſt green; 
and with it come up quantities of white clover graſs, | 
which hath occaſioned me ſome difficulty with the farmers —_— 
to convince them I had not ſown the clover-ſeed, „ 
If lands are properly marled, they will continue good for — 
twelve or fourteen years for the plough; and for e, or IE 
a er much longer.. 5 F 
I would recommend that the plough PR not ne to ol 
1 enter into the land till the marle is thoroughly diſſolve. 
PFPeiͤqh thrive prodigiouſiy, and 1 latter in 1 marle pit 1 
8 _— than ond or COS | 575 


. We ſhould 5 very ach obliged to our correſpondent if he TS #3 

| would inform us what precautions are to be uſed in marling Þ#F 
clay, which kind of marle is beſt ſuited to it, and in what 

| quantities it ſhould be laid on, Our principal reaſon for giving 

im this, trouble is, becauſe many farmers are of opinion, 
rned by an old i 60 that marle i is by no means a * — 
E manure tor * | ; | 


Aus 7:52] = 
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— Quantities to te uſed. 13 
A dest difficulty this to aſcertain the quantity. 


In ſome counties 'they will tell you of Brin this. 


| hundred loads to an acre, others more, others leſs ; but 
they no where aſcertain what is a load. In Chefhire and 


' Lancaſhire their loads are ſcarcely fix buſhels, and they uſe 
3 a ſmall cart made for * r drawn ** two or th . 5 
ſmall horſs. . 
If the land is e fandy, or nee, et 25 ae be CL 
| aid on it as will make a — thick coat to bins and - 


3 Aiiffen the ſoil. 


| But let the land be what it will, fo mech World, is af 
- events, be laid on as will make: a thin coat over the entire 1 


ſurface. 


| Upon. s my FREY which: are : a and 3 of ru Es. 
LET tolerable mould, on a clayey ſoil, and which were left, 
about eight years ſince, in a bad plight, by the late 
tenant, I firſt attempted to Tay ten loads to every acre, {by 
| a load I mean as much as three large, well-fed, ſtrong 
blorſes could draw) but found it was too ly, and would 
- not meet in the ſpreading. 
I immediately doubled the « quantity, a two years er 
5 wards I added another coat of fifteen loads more to every 
acre, and find it anſwers very well for hay and paſture. 1 
 _ need not fay horſes and cows are fonder of this hay and 
 grafs than of that wherein the dung en be taſted and 55 
C 1 
A work of this kind ſhould by ſet about by the an of BY 
* Auguſt, or beginning of September; and the loads fhould 
de ſhot into ſmall heaps, as the Middleſex farmers ſhoot 
their dung, viz. two or three buſhels in each heap; and a 
| man muſt be ready to ſeparate it, that the nitre, air, dews, - 
|| and rain, coming on the large pieces, may act, and cauſe 
1 tem to break, as of themſelves, into ſmaller parts. 
- After the marle has lain upon the ground, and you ſee 
ST tax the air, nitre, &c, have looſened the great Jumps, and 
= — 5 are * on a fight 1 to EN into pieces, owe : 


5 
wo Agr err ons 


* 
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tions are not ſo neceſſary, as the plough and harrows will 
| ſpread and intermix the marle with the ſoil ſufficiently ; but 
if you uſe the drill-plough, the above hints may be uſeful. 
It would take a volume to give an exact and full hiſtory 
of marle, its virtues, and uſes, and to ſhew that it was uſed 
by the Romans, and many years diſcontinued, and eſpecially 
till the houſes of York and Lancaſter were united, and then 
rrevived in ſome few counties; and the great benefits receives 
ON by marling in Suffolk and Norfolk within a few years paſt. 
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ſhould be ordered (when the weather and marle are quite 


dry) to break and ſpread the pieces to complete your coat; 


on and you ſhould avoid, as much as poſſible, leaving any large 
pieces to lie and diſſolve without being ſpread on the furface, : 
but cauſe them to unite therewith. =» 


In the beginning of February, and in neee x 
cauſe an old gate to. be well buſhed, and a heavy weight 


laid on it, to be drawn by one horſe over the whole field, : 


in order that every part may have its due proportion 


If you intend to plough your lands, the preceding eau- 


We very well know that gentlemen and farmers are a 


| long while ere they care to venture on the practice of | 
marling from theory, and principally from not having ſeen |. 
or known what is, and what is not, true and genuine marle, | 
and from being unacquainted with the rules or modes to judge 
and determine upon it. Therefore, if this ſhort eſſay, witin 
the ſpecimens “ I intend to give, will obviate their doubts, ² 
and in any way contribute to the advancement of e —_ 
: vegetation, and paſturage, my deſign is anſwered. — 
I There are variety of colours in marle, viz. blos; white, = 
5 yellow, red, and other colours, which make no materia! ! 
difference, provided they be earthy and fat, or ſlippery aas 
ES © and as free as n. from: 2 mixture of and, gravel, 5 
8 or ſtone. e „„ | 5 


2 C Theſe ſp ecimens are leſt * Meſſis. WE ad 1 3 

| 1 in Holborn, where gentlemen or farmers may fee | 
EY them, and, T _ pleaſe, have 8 given them for * = 
5 uſe. 5 | = = 


11 have - F | 


Ld 


+1 * We 3 3 ack obligedto to our enen nt 
HE for this valuable preſent, and ſhall be glad to hear from him as 
* | often as his leiſure and inclination will permit him to write. O. E. 
+ The chalk uſed for this purpoſe, is the hard, white chalk, 
not the Pradhan: far, El chalk. 8. 2D | 
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1 have often chewed marle, but never yet could A 
ouiſh any other than an earthy taſte in it, and apprehend it 


ſimilar to the beſt water, and the beſt of oils, which have 


no taſte; but when the marle is diſſolved in water, and you 
| ſpread or rub it on your hand, it has a very long. earthy 
ſmell. | : 
I cannot conclude without a ater quotation from 
Lord Bacon, and ſhall leave the reader to make his own 
comments and obſervations thereon, viz. His lordſhip, in his 
account of natural improvements by mixtures of earth with | 
earth rather than dungs, recounts marie among others, and 
gives it the 5 as the moſt e rich, and 


leaſt over- heating *. 


5 „ * A Member of 1 BY of * 1 
| ] nth 35 e 1 Manufactures, and COmmerce. © 
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T the Editers of the Mvar nt | RUSTICUM, | 


| GunTLEMEN, 


Have ſent you 4 es; praftifed ; in this country, f 1 


draining upland grounds, which abound with ſprings. 


"The" trenches made for draining theſe grounds, are dug 
two feet deep at leaſt, one foot wide at top, and only nine 

inches wide at bottom, with a ſharp deſcent to a ditch run. 

E ning along the bottom of the grounds, and made of a proper 

1 width and depth t to receive the water, and Fouvey it off the : 
premiſes. | N 5 . 

5 Within theſe trenches is formed achannet; the ſides nh | 

1 are compoſed of pieces of chalk + cut nearly into the ſize of 

a brick, which they cap with other pieces of the ſame ma- . 

terial, and the Crevices are FLOW with ſome of its > chipplogs. 


= Vox. II. Ne. Ir. $i Dad. 2 - 
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But the mouth of the channel, from whence the water falls 
into the ditch, is made with other materials, either bricks or 
Mints, becauſe chalk will not bear the froſt, which, if put at 
the mouth of the channel, it would be expoſed to. . 
: Upon the top of the channel is laid a thin coat of wheat-_ 
_ firaw®*, The paſſage for the water is ſomewhat more than 
three inches, The price of digging the trenches, laying the 
chalk, and finiſhing the drains, is eight-pence per pole. 
Permit me to obſerve, that in digging the trenches, the 
workmen always lay the beſt earth on one ſide by itſelf, in 
order that it 1 be put e when * trenches are 
filled up again. 


None of the drains: fo made in this pariſh hve ever yet 
failed, though ſome of them have been made many years, 


and we may almoſt venture to ſay, that, if they be carefully 5 


executed, and attended to afterwards, they never will fail +. 


This method of draining ſpringy grounds ſeems to me 


5 well worthy the attention of the public; and to ſee that 5 


you concur with me in the ſame opinion, by inſerting it in 
Pour uſeful and entertaining collection, wilh be a great ſatis- 555 


5 faction to, 

Ng 2 GexTLemEN, yy 
. —d, Berks, Ss | Your humble ſervant, | : 
5 I 10, IE” or 105 T. 8. 8 5 


— 8 it leſs — 10 better, in point of duration . 
leaſt, if, in the ſtead of wheat-ſtraw, the ſmall twigs, cut from 
the ends of ſpray faggots, were uſed, or, in fact, almoſt any 


Other ſmall bruſh weod, or even brambles, any of which would 4 


_ we apprehend, be leſs liable to be camaged. by wet, or froſt 110 
than wheat-ſtraw, E. 1 
3 We hall be ' Blad of this correſpondent's future favours 5 
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